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ORO I NANCE NO. Jfs-' 

CITY OF LACEY 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING AND LICENSING WRECKER AND TOWING SERVICES 
WITHIN THE CITY OF LACEY; PROViDING FOR ~EES: PROVIDING PENALTIES 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATF. 

BE !T ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITv OF LACEY: 

Section 1, For the purpose of this chapter a wrecker 

or towing opera tor hereinafter refer red to as 11 oper a tor'' is anyone 

engaged· in the business of offering towing service by use of a 

vehicle wrecker or by a vehicle adapted to th2t 1)urpose, 

whereby disabled motor vehicles are towed or otherwise removed 

from the place where they are disabled. 

S e c t i o n 2 • No opera tor s ha 1 1 en g a q e , n bu s i n es s vJ i t h i , • 

the city or offer such service therein without first applyi~q for 

and obtaining from the City Clerk d 11 towing operator's base !icer:se•· 

the annual fee for \/\/hich shall be fifty dollars, arid a ' 1 tov, 1:n1ck 

license" for each wrecker or towing truck operated b/ such operator, 

the annual fee for which shall be ten dol Jars; provided that the 

expiration d~te for ~11 such licenses shall be December 31 of each 

year, and should application be 1nade for sucf·. ! ice.,se witi"1in tf•irty 

days of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chap­

ter, the ann:..ia l 1 i cense fee sha 1 l be prorated on the basis o: the 

number of months remaining in tl-ie 1 icense ·1ear rror:1 the date of 

application for the 1 icense. 

To operate a tow truck or storage business in tl-ie city 

the operator must have locked, closed, covered storage on ,my 

vehicle valued· at -fifty dollars or more, the value to be set b:-1 

the Chief of Pol ice or an authorized officer; vehicles wort'7 less 

than fifty dollars may be locked in a fenced enclosure. 
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Section 3. · Applications for 1 icenses issued hereunder 

shall be made upon blank forms prepared and made available hy tht 

City Clerk and sworn to bv the applicant which sh.all include: 

(1) The name or· assumed name 'u:'.1der 01hich the applicant 

is doing business, home address. and proposed business address of 

t he a pp l i can t : 

(2) The description including the make, model and serial 

number and company number, if any, of the tm,1 trucks owned or 

operated by the applicant: 

·(3) Such other information as the City (.1erk shall r-eason­

ably require to effectuate the pur·pose of this chapter. 

Section 4. Upon application as provided for herei~. 

the Chief of Police at the r·equest of the City Clerk sha]i c;iuse 

an investigation to be made of each applicant and of his to,, rr.1c~~ 

proposed to be licensed hereunder for the purpose '.)f deten11i,1i•1q: 

(1) The truth of stateme·1ts made by the applica'l: in 

the a pp 1 i cation: 

(2) v/hether tov-.1 trucks proposed to r)e l i::ensed '\ereurider­

are equipped for safe and lawfu! operation. 

Section 5. The City Clerk mc;Jy issue a license l.e,-c­

under if he finds: 

(1) That public liability insurance as !-equired h.v P,iS 

chapter h~~ been procured: 

(2) That ti.e aptJ1icant is qualified to conduct rhe 

business; 
.11"F 

(3) That the requirements of this chapter have been ,11et. 11} 

Section 6. Every to1ving operator shal i file v:i 'h the 

City Clerk a policy or policies. of public liabiiity i n ·s u r a P c: e , 
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approved as to sufficiency by the City Clerk and as to form by 

the City Attorney, issued by an insurance company or companies 

authori~ed to do business in the St~te of _Washington, providing 

indemnity for or protection of the City of Lacey as well as the 

owners of vehicles in the care, custody or control of the licen­

see, against loss, as follows: 

(1) A garage keeper's legal liability policy covering 

fire, theft, explosion, and collision in the follovling amourits: 

(a) Fire, theft of entire automobile and contents, 

and explqsion with a minimum coverage of ten thousand dollars for 

each ·ha-:r.ard~ 

(b) Collision subject to one hundred dollars de­

ductible with each accident deemed a separate clai~. 

(2) A public liability policy covering the operation of 

the licensee's business, equipment or vehi.cle~ For any bodi lv 

injury or property damage with a minimum coverage ot one hundred 

thousand doll~rs for any one person killed. or injured in any one 

actident or occurrence and three hundred thousand dollars for 

more than one person killed or injured in any one occurre11ce or 

accident~ Such policy~shal 1 also provide ten thousand dollars 

minimum limit for al 1 damage arising out of injury to or des­

truction of property. 

(3) Al 1 such policies must contain an endorsemerit pro­

viding for ten days' notice to the City Clerk in the event of any 

change ·or cancellation. 
. . . : . . 

Section 7. The City Clerk rnay make and enforce reason-

able rules and regulations consistent vJith this chapter, including 
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.. • ·,.,,. • provision for inspection by. him or by the Chief of Police of 

vehicles used hereunder. 

Section B. An operator's license hereunder may be 

issued subject to the following conditiorls: 

(1) The City Clerk shall prepare and issue to a l.i­

censed operator· tow truck plates or tags which the operator shall 

at all times prominently display on each wrecker or other vehicle 

used for towing purposes as described by the City Clerk. 

(2) Every operator, hi~ agent or employee, after tow~ 

ing a disabled vehi_cle away shall prepare a bill in duplicate, the 

original shal~ be given to ·the owner of such vehicle or his authorized 

repr~sentative, and the copy retai~ed by the operator at his place 

of businesi for a period of s·ix months, and shal I be exhibited 

upbn demand of the City Clerk, the Chief of Pol ice or their 

duly ~uthorized representatives. This bill shall contain the 

following information: 

(a) Name, address, and place of business of the 

operator. 

( b) Name and address of per son c.3 l l i nq for and en­

gaging the tow truck. 

(c) State license number and description of disabled 

vehicle. 

(d) The company number of the wrecker or other vehicle 

used for towing purposes. 

(e) Total amount to be charged for toiJl!ing and storage. 

The time and place from which towfng commenced and terminated. 

(3) No operatof, his agent or employee shal I go to the 
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scene of a vehicular accident unless cal led by the owner of a 

disabled vehicle or his authori7.ed representative or by a pol ice 

officer. 

(4) No operator, his agent or employee shall intei-cept 

or monitor· police ca 1 ls by short wave radio or otherwise for the 

purpose of responding to the scene of a disabled vehicle. 

Section 9. The· grounds for the revocation of a license 

issued hereunder are as follows: 

(1) The license was procured by Fr~udulent conduct:or 

false s~atement of a material fact, or that a fact concerning the 

ap~l leant was not disclosed at the time of his making appl icatlon. 

{2) The license~, his agent or representative has offered 

to pay or has paid directly or indirectly a g,·atuity or rew<::Jrd to 

any person not a bona fide employee of the operator for furnishi~g 

Jnformation as to the location of a disabled .ve~icle. 

(3) The 1 icensee has violated any provisions of Section 

8 or any of the rules and reguJations as established under Section 

7 . 

(4) If any employee of the city or :3'1/ of its dep,Ftments 

has any interest, 1t1hether as an owner, ope,-ator, partner. emplo·y'ee 

or otherwise, either directly or ind,irectly, in the busines~, of ~n 

operator licensed under this chapter. 

Section 10. The City Clerk through the division of 

licenses and standards of his office shall enforce this chapter with 

the assistance of the Chief of Police. If the City Clerk '5hall find 

that any licensee has violated or failed to comply with any pro­

vision of this chapter, he shall make a writteil record of such· 
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finding, and shall specify therein the particulars and.he may 

revoke or suspend the license for a ·period to be fixed by him, 

in which event the license shal 1 be surrendered to the tlefk and 

cancel led by him in case of revocation, o.r returned to the licen~ee 

on expiratibn· of the period of •Suspension. Provided, however, 

such revocation for violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter shal 1 not relieve the licensee of the penalties provided 

in Section 14. Any licensee whose license is revoked.or suspended 

sha·11 have the right to appeal to the City Counci 1 from such re­

vocation or suspension by filing v:it'1 t 1ie City Clerk a 1r.;ritten 

notice within five days after the entry of the order of revocation 

or suspension. The notice of appeal shal 1 specify an address at· 

which the licensee may be given notice of hearing on the appea 1 • 

The City Council shall hear the apoea1, or may refer the same t0 

a committee for hearing. At the hearing the 1 icensee shal 1 ~e en­

titled to appear in person and offer evidence pertinent to the 

revocation or suspension; and the Citv Clerk shall likewise be 

entitled to be heard at the hearing and offer ~vidence in support 

of his order of revocation or suspe:1sion. The City Council '.:>hai 1 

determine by resolution whether the revocation or suspension sr1al l 

be sustained, ahd Its action. in that respect shall be final and 

conclijsive. From the time of filing th~ written notice of appeal 

until the hearing and action by the City Council, the ·order o~· 

the clerk of revocation or suspension shal 1 be ine.:fective. 

Section 11. It shall be unlavvful for the oi:erator or 

d~iver of any wrecker o~ to0ing car to go to ~ny place 1 where 

a vehicular accident has occurred unless cal led by the owner of 

a disabled vehicle o·r his .:iuthori::rnd representative or by a. pol ice 
I 
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officer. If any wrecker or towing car is cal led to the scene of 

a vehicular accident by someon~ other than a police officer, the 

operator shall as soon as reasonably practical notify the police 

department. 

Section 12. ! t shall be unlawful for the operator or 

driver of any wrecker or towing car to intercept or monitor police 

c~l ls by short wave radio or otherwise, for the purpose of going to 

the scene of a disabled motor vehicle. 
. ! 

Section 13. It shall be un lav1ful for the operator,', agent 
; .. 

or driver or any wrecker or tov,Jing car· t'o offer or pay a qr-atu1ty, 

or reward, to anyone for furnishing inforriation as to the locari'on 

of a disabled vehicle, or for anyone to accept or receive such 

gratLi'j_t'y or rev.Jard. 

Section 14. Anyone viola!. ing or fai 1 ing to comply vii t'h 

any of the provisfons of this chapter shai 1 be punishable by a 

fine of not exceeding one hundred dollars or imprisonment in the 

city jail not exceeding thirty days, or by both. 

Section 15. This ordinance shall take effect five days 

after its passage and publication. 

th i c;, 

PASSED a~~~HE CITY 

!:/!!!day of~ 1970. 

-~ . 

,l\TTEST: 

COUNCIL AND APPRJVED BY THE MAYOR 
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