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ORDINANCE No. 4 2 7
CITY OF LACEY

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF VESSELS,ANDA
MOTORBOATS UPON LAKES WITHIN THE CITY OF LACEY AND
ADDING A NEW CHAPTER, 9.56, TO THE LACEY MUNICIPAL CODE.
o - BE IT ORDA INED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LACEY there is added to. the Lacey MunIC|pa] Code a new
Chapter, 9.56, to read as fol]ows '

.. Section 9.56.010. Definitions. As used inAthis
chapter the following terms shall have the meaning ascribed
to them by this sectioﬁ: |

(1) “Vesse]” means any cohtrivance used or deSIgned
for navugatlon on water,

(2) ”Motorboat” means any vesse] prope]]ed in-any
respect by machlnery, |nclud|ng those temporarily eqU|pped
with detachable motors.

~(3) 'Hydroplane" means a boat thaf.has.tranévekse or
]engitudihal of?sets‘or breaks of morevthan.three-quarters.
of an inch on the bottom:oF'the'beat.

(k) '"Waters" inc]udesvany ]ake;,pond.or.other'body of
fresh water wfthin the city of-Lacey; | |

(5) "Person" means any natural person, partnership,
assocnatlon or corporatlon |

‘Section 9.56.020. Adoption by feference'of Title
L6, Section.526 of United States Code. 'A]i veseeTs_and |
motorBoatS'opefated and used~upon'Waters of 1akes ldeeted
withinvthe city of Lacey shali, }n all respects, eoﬁform
to the requirements of the United States Code, Title L6,
SeCfien 526; as amended, and the}rules:and hegufat[qhé pre—.~
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mulgated thereunder insofar as all lifesaving equipment,
saFety equipment, lighting equipment and all other equip-
menf and devices therefn specified. Three copies of such
~ code and regulations are on file in the office of the

city clerk.

Section 9.56.030. Speed and manner ofroperation.

No person shall operate any vessel or motorbbét, or manip-

ulate any water skis; surfboard or similar device in-a
disorderly, grossly indifferent, reckless or'negiigent
manner so as to endanger the life, limb or property of any
person. No person shall operate a motorboat at a speed
greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions
at the time and place of operation, taking intdvaccount the
amount and character of traffic, size bf the waters, freedom
from obstruction to view ahead, .and sé as tdluhreasonébiy
endanger persons or propérty'or other righfs’of‘any person
entitled to use of sﬁch'waters. o |

Section 9.56.040. - Operation while under the
influence of intoxicating beverages. It shall be unlawful
for any person to operate ény Vessel or manipulate any watéf ‘
skisy surfboard or similar devicé while under the-inF]uénce
of or affected by the use of intoxicating liquor Qf-narcotic
or habit forming drugs. |

Section 9.56.050, Unlawful for owner of vessel
to permit its operation by incompetent person. It shall be
unlawful for any person owning or in charge of a vessel to
authorize the same to be operated byvany'person under the

influence of or affected by the use of intoxicating liquor
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or narcotic or habit forming drugs or by -any person who
by reason of a physical or mental disabi]ityewould be in-

. capable of safely operating such vessel. : |
| " Section 9.56.060. Age limit. -It.shaTI be
4un1awful for any person under the age of fourteen years to
operate or be permltted by the owner or person havung
charge of a motorboat to operate a motorboat powered by
-a . motor ot ten horsepower or more unless accompanred by a
person'who is‘sixteen years of age or'older,

Sectlon 9.56.070. Overloading of Vessels It
shall be unlawful for any vessel to be loaded wuth passengers
or cargo which exceed the safe-carrying. capacrty of the

“vessel. Where the safe carrylng capaCIty of a vessel is

v.speoified by the manufacturer, such limitation shall be
considered the maximum safe loading for the purpose of‘this
chapter. o

Sectionh9 56.080. 0verpower|ng of boats It
shall be unlawful for any motorboat to be equipped with any
lmotor.or propulsion mach|nery beyond. its safe power capacity,
takfng into consideration'the‘type of construction of}such
vessel. Where the.manufacturer of a vessel has speciffeoff ,
the maximum safe horsepower for a partlcular boat, such-
maximum shall be considered the limit of safe. capac:ty forE
the purpose of th|s chapter ‘The responsibility‘for not
overloadlng or overpowerlng any vessel sha]l be with the
operator of such vessel, o ‘

Section 9.56.090.v Hydropjanes. .lt shall be un-
lawfu] to operate hydrop]anes on;any'waters in thehcity of

Lacey. _
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Section 9.56.100. Speed limits. It shall:be
unlawful to operate a motorboat upon or across the waters
of ‘any lake within the city of Lacey at a rate of speed

' greater than five mi1es‘per.hour during}the period7ffom'
April 15th to October 31st, exeept as hereinafter provfded‘
in Section 9.56.110. ° |

Section 9.56.110. Speed limit on Hicks Lake.

(a) 1t shall be lawful to operate motorboats and/or motor-
boats having in tow a person or persons on water skiis,
aquaplane, or similer eontfivance at speeds in excess of
five mileelper hour on Hicks Lake under the following
conditions:

(1)» In the area beyond-two hundred fee; from shore
between the hours of ten a.m. and six p.m. |

(2) Times referred to in subsectioﬁ (1) above shafl
be eitherkPacifie Standard or Pacific Dayljght,-whichever
is currently in effect in Lacey. o | o

(3) Motorboats may pull skiers, aquaplanes or’similar
contrivances between the line of buoys andjsﬁore’only when
taking off or landing; and in so'doing,_must.operate on a
line as nearly perpendicular to the ehoreAline as possible.

| Section 9.56.120. Observers. It shall be unlawful
for any operator of.a‘motofboat to tow any water skier,
aquaplane, or-similar contrivance without having a competent
and capable person in said boat to act és(observer and to
assist in any emergency. The beat operator shall be at
least sixteen years of age. Provided, that no observer

shall be required within the meaning of this section when
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the water skier is the sole operator of the towing devicé
or vessel.

Section 9.56.130. Life preservers for skiers,-
It sHalJ be unlawful for any person to;dperate any moto}-_
-boat or other device,‘towing a water skier o}'aquapianer,
or for any person to water ski or aquaplane beHind any
motorboat or other device unless said water skier or aqua-
planer shall bé wearing a life preserver, buoyant vest or
other buoy or cushion in good and serviceabfe condition.

Section 9.56.140. Counter-clockWise operation
of motorboats and skiers. On all waters where a circular
traffic pattern is possiblé, motorboats and/or moforboats
haQinglin tow a person or persons on water skis, aquaplane,
of'similar contrivance shall be operated at all times in a.
counter-clockwise direction.

Section 9.56.150. Speed limits in designated
areas. it shall be unlawful‘at any time to oberate a
motorboat on the waters of a lake Within the city of Lacey
at a speed in excess of five milés per hour within two
hundred feet of any shore, dock, or public swimming area,
or within one hundred feet of any vessel or swimmer. Pro-
vided, however, that the pfovision shall not apply to motor=-
boat operators pulling water skiers for takeoff or landing
when'perpendicqlar to shore, dock or othervlaunching
facility when such takeoff or’landfng would not constitute
an undue risk to persons or property.

Section 9.56.160. Operation of vessels within
the mafked areas. No person shall operate a vessel within

a water area which has been clearly marked with buoys, skim
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diving markers, or some other distinguishing device as a
bathing, swimming, skin diVing, or other'restrfcted area
provided, that this sectionvshall not apply in cases of
emergency nor when the vessel is in support of a diving
exercise, ‘

Section 9.56.170. Riéht—of-way. Operators of
motorboats shall at all times yield the right-of-way to -
nonmotor. power craft, swimmers, bafhers, water skiers and
aquaplaners. o

Section.9.56}180. ~Refuse. It shall be unlawful
for ahy person to deposit.refusé, foreign matfer or litter
in the waters of any lake located in the city of Lacey.

Section 9.56.190. Skin diving. Persons«engaging
in skin diving shall mark the water areas where such oper-
ations are béing conducted with buoyed flags of sufficient
size so that they may be seen at a distance of not Iéss
than one hundred yards under normal visibility condition;:
Provided, that where skin diving operations akéICOnducted‘
between the hours of sunset and sunrise, artificially _
illuminated marker buoys shall be'provided whfch aré;visib]e
at a distance of not less than one hundred yafds under
normal visibility conditions. Skin diving shall not be
conducted so as to unreasonably interfere with normal oper-
ations of vessels. | |

Section 9.56.200. Boat mooring buoys. Any boat
mooring buoy p]acedrupon the water of a lake located within o
the cify of Lacey shall be white with a blue belt centered
midway between the top and the Bottom‘and will be clearly

visible at a distance of not less than one hundred yards
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under normal daylight visibility conditioné,

Section 9.56.210. Aids to navigation and regu-
latory markers: All aids to navigation shall conform to
the "Uniform State Waterway Marking System, U.S. Departﬁent
of Transportation, U.S. Coast Guard" as follows: Uniform
State Waterway Marking System (USWMS) consists of two
categbries: one is a4§YStem of aids.to navigation, the
other is a system of regulatory markers to warn a vessel
operator of dangers. or to provide general information and -
directions. On a well defined cHannel, solid colored‘red
and black buoys are established in‘pairs, one on each side
.of the navigable channel which they ﬁark, and opposite to
each other to inform the user that he should pass between
the buoys. Shape of buoys has no significance in fhe USWMS.
Regulatory buoys are colored white with international |
orange horizontal bands cdmpietel?varound the buoy circum-
ference. One band is at the top of the“buoy'with a secohd
band just above the waterline sé that both orange bands are
clear]y‘visible to approachiné'véssels. o

Geometric shapes are p]aced‘bn-the'white portion
of the buoy body and aré.colored international orange. The
authorized géémetric shapes and meanings aséociated with
them are as follows:

A vertical open faced diamond shape to mean dangef.
A vertical open faced diamond shapé having a cross
l/éenteredd in the diamond to mean that vessels are excluded

S
from the marked area.

A circular shape to mean that vessels in the marked
area are subject to certain operating restrictions.
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shape has directions or;‘k

‘ ¢ : 40
> information lettered on the inside. . o

A squaré :or:rectangul
3

These regulatofy daymarks can also be used on
light structures or daybeacons. |[llustrations of fhe
marking system are atteched to this ordinance.

| Seetion 9.56.220. Reporting of accidents. Any“
person opereting a vesse], water'skis,=aquaplane or similar
device which has collided with any person er propertyeof
another, causing any property damage or personal injury,
shall within twenty=four hours report'sueh'coilisien‘to
the Chief‘of Police. The Chief of Police shall provide
forms upon which such reports may be filed.

Section 9.56.230. Violators guilty of misdemeanor -
Penalties. Any person who violates this ordinance shall
be deemed guilty of e misdemeanor.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LACEY

this Z’% day of ‘Lé %f | , 1976. =
. /ity couhert W '
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