
• . ORDINANCE .~ (p 'i '·' 

CITY 0F LACEY 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING TaE .PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW RELATING TO MOTOR 
VEHICLE OFFENSES AND AMENDING SECTION 10.04.010 OF THE LACEY 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LACEY, 

WASHINGTON, as follows: 

Section 1. Section 10.04.010 of the Lacey Municipal Code 

is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"The following statutes and laws of the state .of 

Washington as they now exist and as they may be hereafter amended 

are adopted by reference: 

"RCW 16.24.065 
16.24.070 
46.04.010 through ~6T94T6ae 46.04.672 (except 46.04.440) 
46.16.010 
46.16.135 
46.16.240 
46.16.260 
46.16.310 
.46.20.021 
46.20.041 (only (5) thereof) 
46.20.190 
46.20. 308 (1), (2) and (3) only 
46.20.336 
46.20.342 with the exception of (2) thereof 
46.20.343 
·46. 20. 344 
46.20.420 
46.20.430 
46.20.440 
46.20.500 
46.29.610 
46.29.625 
46.32.060 
46.32.070 
46.37.010 through 46.37.510 (except 46.37.194 and 

except 46.37.320 and except 46.37.330) 
46.37.530 
46.37.580 
46.44.010 through 46.44.047 
46.44.050 
46.44.060 
46.44.070 
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46.61.015 through 46.61.380 
(only fourth paragraph thereof) 

through 46.61.465 
(only (1) thereof) 

, 
46.44.100 
46.44.110 
46.52.010 
46.52.020 
46.52.030 
46.52.040 
46.52.070 
46.52.090 
46.52.110 
-46":"63:":"03:0 
46.61.385 
46.61.400 
46.61.415 
46.61.425 
46.61.440 
46.61.500 
46.61.502 
46. 61. 504 
46.61.506 
46.61.510 
46.61.515 6eeeieft-3:~aft4-See~ieft-~7-e~a~~er-3:i67 

Daws-e£-¼9i97-3:se-e~':"-sess':' 
46.61.525 
46.61.530 and 46.61.S35 
46.61.570 
46.61.575 with the exception of (3) and (4) thereof 
46.61.580 through 46.61~685 
46.61.695 through 46.61.780 
Chapter 46.63 
46.64.010 
46.64.020 
46.64.025 
46.64.030 
47.36.130 
4 7·. 36.180 
47..36 • .200 
47.36.220" 

PASSED BY TH~TY.COUNCIL JF)THE CITY OF LACEY, 

WASHINGTON, this · If~ ,· day of NDcJem&,_. , 1982. 

Attest: 

' '. 
I ' 

as to Form: 

• I 

Passed: I l -1K ~ 8 --:l. 

Published: 11- ::l '3-ts A, 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, Timothy McGuire, duly appointed City Clerk of the City 

of Lacey, do hereby authenticate that copies of RCWs and the 

1982 Supplement are attached to Ordinance No. 664 as of August 

9, 1983. 

~~ 
Timot~cGui re 
City ?i"e~~ 

• 
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16.24.010 Title 16 RCW: Animals, Estrays, Brands and Fences 

a stock restricted area within such county in which it 
sh II be unlawful to permit livestock of any kind to ru 
at rge: Provided. That no territory so designated sha 
be I s than two square miles in area: And provided Ii r
ther, That RCW 16.24.010 through 16.24.065 shall ot . 
affect counties having adopted township organiza on. 
All te itory not so designated shall be range ar , in 
which shall be lawful to permit livestock to n at 
large. [I 37 c 40 § I; 1911 c, 25 § l; RRS § 3068 Prior: 
1907 c 2 0 § l; 1905 c 91 § 1; R & B § 3166.) 

, 

16.24.0 Hearing--Notice. Within sixt days af-
ter the taki g effect of RCW 16.24.010 thro gh 16.24-
.065, the co nty commissioners of each of the several 
counties oft e state may make an order xing a time 
and place wh a hearing will be had, n ice of which 
shall be publis ed at least once each we for two suc
cessive weeks in some newspaper having general circu
lation within th county. It shall be he duty of the 
board of county c mmissioners at the f e fixed for such 
hearing, or at th time to which su hearing may be 
adjourned, to hea all persons inter sted in the estab

. lishment of range a eas or stock re tricted areas as de-
fined in RCW 16.24 010 through 6.24.065. [1937 c 4Q 
§ 2; 1923 c 33 § l; 1 11 c 25 § 2· RS § 3069.) 

16.24.030 Order tablishi area--Publication. 
Within thirty days aft r the conclusion of any such 
hearing the county com issi ers shall make an order 
describing the stock rest · ct areas within the county 
where livestock may not r at large, which order shall 
be entered upon the record of the county and published 
in a newspaper having ge I circulation in such county 
at least once each week fi r ur successive weeks. [1937 
c 40 § 3; 1923 c 33 § 2; 911 25 § 3; RRS § 3070.) 

ange of boundaries. When the county 
comm1ss1one s of any county deem it advisable to 
change the oundary or boundaries any stock re
stricted ar , a hearing shall be held in t e same manner 
as provide in RCW 16.24.020.· If the unty commis
sioners d ide to change the boundary or boundaries of 
any st restricted area or areas, they shall within 
thirty d ys after the conclusion of such hea · ng make an 
order escribing said change or changes. uch order 
shall e entered upon the records of the unty and 
publ' hed in a newspaper having general cir lation in 
sue county once each week for four successi e weeks. 
[1 7 c 40 § 4; 1923 c 93 § l; RRS § 3070-1.) 

16.24.060 Road signs in range areas. At th point 
here a public road enters a range area, and a such 

other points thereon within such area as the c unty 

16.24.065 Stock at large in areas-Unlawful No 
person owning or in control of any livestock shall wil~ 
fully or negligently allow such livestock to run at large 
in any stock restricted area, nor shall any person owning 
or in control of any livestock allow such livestock to 
wander or stray upon the right-of-way of any public 
highway lying within a stock restricted area when not in 
the charge of some person. [ 1937 c 40 § 6; RRS § 
3070-3. Formerly RCW 16.24.070, part.] 

Stock at large on highway right--0f-way-Unlawful-Impound
ing: RCW 16.24.070. 

16.24.070 Stock at large on highway right-of
way--Unlawful-lmpounding. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to cause or permit any livestock to graze 
or stray upon any portion of the right-of-way of any 
public highway of this state, within any stock restricted 
area. It shall be unlawful for any person to herd or move. 
any livestock over, along or across the right-of-way of 
any public highway, or portion thereof, within any stock 
restricted area, without having in attendance a sufficient 
number of persons to control the movement of such live
stock and to warn or otherwise protect vehicles traveling 
upon such public highway from any danger by reason of 
such livestock being herded or moved thereon. 

In the event that any livestock is allowed to stray or 
graze upon the right-of-way of any public highway, or 
portion thereof, within any stock restricted area, unat
tendea, the same may be impounded for safekeeping 
and, if the owner be not known, complaint may ·be insti
tuted against such stock in a court of competent juris
diction. Notice shall be published in one issue. of a paper 
of general circulation published as close as possible to 
the location where the livestock were found, describing 
as nearly as possible the stock, where found, and that the 
same are to be sold. In the event that the owner appears 
and convinces the court of his right thereto, the stock 
may be delivered upon payment by hjm of all costs of 
court, advertising and caring for the stock. In the event 
no person claiming the right thereto shall appear by the 
close of business on the tenth day following and exclu
sive of the date of publication of notice, the stock may 
be sold at public or private sale, all costs of court, ad
vertising and caring therefor paid from the proceeds 
thereof and the balance certified by the judge of the 
court ordering such sale, to the treasurer of the county 
in which located, to be credited to the county school 
fund. [ 1937 c 189 § 127; RRS § 6360-127, part. Prior: 
1927 c 309 § 41, part; RRS § 6362-41, part. FORMER 
PART OF SECTION: 1937 c 40 § 6; RRS § 3070-3, 
now codified as RCW 16.24.065. Formerly RCW 16-
.24.070 and 16.24.080.) 

(1981 Ed.) 
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Sections 
46.04.010 
46.04.020 
46.04.030 
46.04.040 
46.04.050 
46.04.060 
46.04.071 
46.04.080 
46.04.085 
46.04.090 
46.04.100 
46.04.110 
46.04.120 
46.04.130 
46.04.140 
46.04.150 
46.04.160 
46.04.165 
46.04.170 
46.04.180 
46.04.181 
46.04.182 
46.04.183 
46.04.190 
46.04.200 
46.04.210 
46.04.220 
46.04.240 
46.04.260 
46.04.270 
46.04.280 
46.04.290 
46.04.300 
46.04.302 
46.04.303 
46.04.304 
46.04.305 
46.04.310 
46.04.320 
46.04.330. 
46.04.332 
46.04.340 
46.04.350 
46.04.355 
46.04.360 
46.04.370 
46.04.380 
46.04.381 
46.04.382 
46.04.391 
46.04.400 
46.04.405 
46.04.410 
46.04.414 
46.04.416 
46.04.420 
46.04.431 
46.04.435 
46.04.440 
46.04.450 
46.04.460 
46.04.470 
46.04.480 
46.04.490 
46.04.500 
46.04.510 
46.04.521 
46.04.530 
46.04.540 
46.04.550 

(1981 Ed.) 

• 
Chapter 46.04 

DEFINITIONS 

Scope and construction of terms. 
Alley. 
Arterial highway. 
Authorized emergency vehicle. 
Auto stage. 
Axle. 
Bicycle. 
Business district. 
Camper. 
Cancel. 
Center line. 
Center of intersection. 
City street. 
Combination of vehicles. 
Commercial vehicle. 
County road. 
Crosswalk. 
Driveaway-towaway operation. 
Explosives. 
Farm tractor. 
Farm vehicle. 
Farmer. 
Farming. 
For hire vehicle. 
Hours of darkness. 
Flammable liquid. 
Intersection area. 
Intersection control area. 
Laned highway. 
Legal owner. 
Local authorities. 
Marked crosswalk. 
Metal tire. 
Mobile home. 
Modular home. 
Moped. 
Motor homes. 
Motor truck. 
Motor vehicle. 
Motorcycle. · 
Motor-oriven cycle. 
Muffler. 
Multiple lane highway. 
Municipal transit vehicle. 
Nonresident. 
Operator or driver. 
Owner. 
Park or parking. 
Passenger car. 
Police officer. 
Pedestrian. 
Person. 
Pneumatic tires. 
Pole trailer. 
Private carrier bus. 
Private road or driveway. 
Highway. 
Public scale. · 
Railroad. 
Railroad sign or signal. 
Registered owner. 
Residence district. 
Revoke. 
Road tractor. 
Roadway. 
Safety zone. 
School bus. 
Semitrailer. 
Sidewalk. 
Solid tire. 

D fi·t· '., e 1m ions 

46.04.552 
46.04.5S5 
46.04.560 
46.04.56S 
46.04.S66 
46.04.S70 
46.04.S80 
46.04.S82 
46.04.S8S 
46.04.S90 
46.04.600 
46.04.611 
46.04.620 
46.04.630 
46.04.640 
46.04.6S0 
46.04.660 
46.04.670 
46.04.672 
46.04.690 
46.04.69S 
46.04.700 

Special mobile equipment. 
Stand or standing. 
State highway. 
Stop. 
Stop or stopping. 
Street car. 
Suspend. 
Tandem axle. 
Temporarily sojourning. 
Traffic. 
Traffic control signal. 
Traffic--<:ontrol devices. 
Trailer. 
Train. 
Trolley vehicle. 
Truck tractor. 
Used vehicle. 
Vehicle. 
Vehicle or pedestrian right of way. 
Department. 
Director. 
Driver education. 

• Conviction" defined: RCW 46.20.270. 
• Motor vehicle dealer" defined: RCW 46. 70.011. 

9, 
46.04.040 

46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms 
used in this title shall have the meaning given to them in 
this chapter except where otherwise defined, and unless 
where used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to 
the contrary. 

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or 
future tense shall include the past, present and future 
tenses; words and phrases used herein in the masculine, 
feminine or neuter gender shall include the masculine, 
feminine and neuter genders; and words and phrases 
used herein in the singular or plural shall include the 
singular and plural; unless the context thereof shall indi
cate to the contrary. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.010. Prior: 1959 
c 49 § 2; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § l, part; 1937 c 188 § l, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § l, 
part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 
155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. 
(ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 
180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, 
part.] 

46.04.020 Alley. • Alley" means a public highway 
not designed for general travel and used primarily as a 
means of access to the rear of residences and business 
establishments. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.020. Prior: 1959 c 49 
§ 3; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.030 Arterial highway. • Arterial highway" 
means every public highway, or portion thereof, desig
nated as such by proper authority. [1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.030. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; 
RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. • Author
ized emergency vehicle• means any vehicle of any fire 
department, police department, sherifrs office, coroner, 
prosecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, ambu
lance service, public or private, which need not be clas
sified, registered or authorized by the state commission 
on equipment, or any other vehicle authorized in writing 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 5) 



- -46.04.040 - Title 46 RCW:. Motor Vehicles 

by the state commission on equipment. [ J 96 l c J 2 § 46-
.04.040. Prior: J 959 c 49 § 5; J 953 c 40 § J; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § I, part; 1937 c 188 § I, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-J, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § J, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part.] 

46.04.0S0 Auto stage. • Auto stage" means any mo
tor vehicle used for the purpose of carrying passengers 
together with incidental baggage and freight or either, 
on a regular schedule of time and rates: Provided, That 
no motor vehicle shall be considered to be an auto stage 
where substantially the entire route traveled by such ve
hicle is within the corporate limits of any city or town or 
the corporate limits of any adjoining cities or towns. 
[ I 961 c 12 § 46.04.050. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 6; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § I, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § l,"part; 1921 c 96 § 
2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 
142 § J, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § l, 
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.060 Axle. •Axle• means structure or struc
tures in the same or approximately the same transverse 
plane with a vehicle supported by wheels and on which 
or with which such wheels revolve. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.060. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 7; prior: (i) 1943 c J 53 § 1, 
part; 1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, 
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 
189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 
1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.080 Business district. • Business district• 
means the territory contiguous to and including a high
way when within any six hundred feet along such high
way there are buildings in use for business or industrial 
purposes, including but not limited to hotels, banks, or 
office buildings, railroad stations, and public buildings 
which occupy at least three hundred feet of frontage on 
·one side or three hundred feet collectively on both sides 
of the highway. [ 197 5 c 62 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.080. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 9; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.04.08S Camper. "Camper" means a structure de
signed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle which pro
vides facilities for human habitation or for temporary 
outdoor or recreational lodging and which is five feet or 
more in overall length and five feet or more in height 
from its floor to its ceiling when fully extended, but shall 
not include motor homes as defined in RCW 46.04.305. 
(1971 ex.s. c 231 § 2.) 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01.130. 

rritle 46 RCW-p 6J 

46.04.090 Cancel. "Cancel,• in all its forms, means 
invalidation indefinitely. [ 1979 c 6 l § l; J 96 J c 12 § 
46.04.090. Prior: J 959 c 49 § 10; prior: (i) J 943 c 153 § 
1, part; 1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § l, part; RRS § 6360-1, 
part.] 

46.04.100 Center line. "Center line" means the line, 
marked or unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from 
the sides of a two-way traffic roadway of a highway ex
cept where otherwise indicated by painted lines or 
markers. [1975 c 62 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.100. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 11; prior: 1937 c 189 § l, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part.] 

SeverabiHty-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.04.110 Center of intersection. • Center of 'intersec
tion• · means the point of intersection of the center lines 
of the roadway of intersecting public highways. (1961 c 
12 § 46.04.110. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 12; prior: 1937 c 189 
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.120 City street. • City street• means every 
public highway, or part thereof located within the limits 
of cities and towns, except alleys. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.120. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 13; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § l, 
part; 1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, 
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. "Combination of 
vehicles• means every combination of motor vehicle and 
motor vehicle, motor vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle 
and semitrailer. [1963 c 154 § 26; 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
. 130. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 14; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § l, 
part; 1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, 
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.) 

Effective date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. "Commercial vehicle" 
means any vehicle the principal use of which is the 
transportation of commodities, merchandise, produce, 
freight, animals, or passengers for hire. [ 1961 c 12 § 
46.04.140. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 15; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 
l, part; l 937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.150 County road. "County road" means every 
public highway or part thereof, outside the limits of cit
ies and towns and which has not been designated as a 
state highway. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.150. Prior: 1959 c 49 
§ 16; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 
1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.160 Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means the por
tion of the roadway between the intersection area and a 
prolongation or connection of the farthest sidewalk line 
or in the event there arc no sidewalks then between the 
intersection area and a line ten feet therefrom, except as 

(1981 Ed.) 
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Snowmobiles 46.10.040 

Sections 
46.04.071 Bicycle. 

Chapter 46.04 
DEFINITIONS 

46.04.071 Bicycle. "Bicycle" means every device 
propelled solely by human power upon which a person or 
persons may ride, having two tandem wheels either of 
which is sixteen inches or more in diameter, or three 
wheels, any one of which is more than twenty inches in 
diameter. [ l 982 c 55 § 4; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 86.) 

Chapter .a6.08 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Publicly owned vehicles--Confidential license 
plates-Issuance, rules governing--Review by 
legislative auditor. 

Publicly owned vehicles-Confidential 
Issuance, rules governing--Review 

by legislative au r. ( l) Except as provided in subsec-
tion (3) of this sec · n, the department of licensing is 
authorized to issue c fidential motor vehicle license 
plates to units of local go nment and to agencies of the 
federal government for law forcement purposes only. 

(2) Except as provided in s sections (3) and (4) of 
. this section the use of confiden · I plates on vehicles 
owned or operated by the state of ashington by an~ 
officer or employee thereof, shall be Ii ·1ed to confide -
tial, investigative, or undercover work o tate law n
forcement agencies, confidential public healt wor , and 
confidential public assistance fraud pport 

· investigations. 
(3) Any state official elected on a state ide 6 is 

shall be provided on request with one set o confidentia 
plates for use on official business. Whe necessary for 
the personal security of any other pub!" officer, or pub
lic employee, the chief of the Was · gton state patrol 
may recommend that the direct issue confidential 
plates for use on an unmarked blicly owned or con
trolled vehicle of the appropria governmental unit for 
the conduct of official busin s for the period of time 
that the personal security such state official, public 
officer, or other public e oyee may require. The office 
of the state treasurer m use an unmarked state owned 
or controlled vehicle 1th confidential plates where re
quired. for the safe t nsportation of either state funds or 
negotiable securit" s to or from the office of the state 
treasurer. 

(4) The dir tor of licensing may issue rules and reg
ulations gov ning applications for, and the use of, such 

-- plates by w enforcement and other public agencies. 
The legi ative auditor shall periodically examine or re
quire ing of a current listing of the total number of 
such latcs issued to any law enforcement or other pub
lic gency. Reports on the utilization of such plates shall 

submitted to the legislative budget committee and to 

·-- --------------·-·----

"e legislature. [I 982 c 163 § 14; 1979 c I 58 § I 
I 75 1st ex.s. c 169 § 2.) 

verability--Effective date--1982 c 163: See notes 
2.10.052. 

46.10.040 

46.10.043 

46.10.050 

46.10.055 

46.10.075 

46.10.080 

46.10.190 

Chapter 46.10 
SNOWMOBILES 

.020 Owners p, transport, or operation of 
sno obile without regi ration prohibited. ( l) Except as 
pr vided in this chapter, o person shall own, transport, 

operate any snowmobil within this state unless such 
snowmobile has been regis ered in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(2) A registration numbe shall be assigned, without 
payment of a fee, to snow mo ·tcs owned by the state of 
Washington or its political su ivisions, and the assigned 
registration number shall be di layed upon each snow
mobile in such manner as provi ed by rules adopted by 
the department. [ 1982 c 17 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 3; 
I 97 I ex.s. c 29 § 2.] 

Application for regi tration--Fee-
egistration number--Term-- enewal--Trans

Nonresident permit--Decal Application for 
regis tion shall be made to the de artment in such 
manner nd upon such forms as the epartment shall 
prescribe, d shall state the name and ddress of each 
owner of the nowmobile to be registere and shall be 
signed by at lea one such owner, and sti II be accom
panied by a regist tion fee of ten dollars. pon receipt 
of the application an he application fee, su h snowmo
bile shall be registere nd a registration umber as
signed, which shall be a ed to the snowm bile in a 
manner provided in RCW 4 . 0.070. 

The registration provided in t · s section shall e valid 
for a period of one year. At the d of such p iod of 
registration, every owner of a snow bile in thi state 
shall renew his registration in such ma er as tli de
partment shall prescribe, for an additional riod o one 
year, upon payment of a renewal fee of ten do rs. 

Any person acquiring a snowmobile already ali ly 
registered under the provisions of this chapter 
within ten days of the acquisition or purchase of su 

fl 982 RCW Supp-page 3811 

-----~----._.,.. ________ ..,,,-,,, 
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-Definitions - 46.04.260 

modified by a marked crosswalk. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.160. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; 
RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation.- "Drivea
way-towaway operation" means any operation in which 
any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, singly or in 
combination, new or used, constitutes the commodity 
being transported when one set or more wheels of any 
such vehicle are on the roadway during the course of 
transportation, whether or not any such vehicle furnishes 
the motive power. (1963 c 154 §.27.] 

Effectiwe date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.170 Explosives . .. Explosives" means any chem
ical compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly 
used or intended for the purpose of producing an explo
sion, and which contains any oxidizing or combustible 
units or other ingredients in such proportions, quantities 
or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by con
cussion, by percussion or by detonation of any part of 
the compound mixture may cause such a sudden gener
ation of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous 
pressures are capable of producing destructible effects 
on contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb. [ 1961 
c 12 § 46.04.170. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 18; prior: 1937 c 
189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part. Cf. 1951 c 102 § 3.] 

46.04.180 Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every 
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm 
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and 
other implements of husbandry. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.180. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 19; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 
1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. 
(ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.181 Farm vehicle. "Farm vehicle" means any 
vehicle other than a farm tractor or farm implement 
which is designed and/or used primarily in agricultural 
pursuits on farms for the purpose of transporting ma
chinery, equipment, implements, farm products, supplies 
and/or farm labor thereon and is only incidentally oper-. 
ated on or moved along public highways for the purpose 
of going from one farm to another. (1967 c 202 § 1.] 

46.04.182 Farmer. "Farmer" means any person, 
firm, partnership or corporation engaged in farming. If a 
person, firm, partnership or corporation is engaged in 
activities in addition to that of farming, the definition 
shall only apply to that portion of the activity that is 
defined as farming in RCW 46.04.183. [ 1969 ex.s. c 281 
§ 58.] 

46.04.183 Farming. "Farming" means the cultiva
tion and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cul
tivation, growing, and harvesting of any· agricultural or 
horticultural commodities (except forestry or forestry 
operations), the raising of livestock, bees, fur-bearing 
animals, or poultry, and any practices performed on a 
farm as an incident to or in conjunction with such farm
ing operations. [ 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 59.] 

(1981 Ed.) 

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. "For hire vehicle" means 
any motor vehicle used for the transportation of persons 
for compensation, except auto stages and ride-sharing 
vehicles. [ 1979 c 111 § 13; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.190. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 20; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 
188 § I, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 
181 § l, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 
1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, 
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

Severability-1979 c 111: See note following RCW 46.74.010. 
Ride-sharing vehicles defined: RCW 46. 74.010. 

46.04.200 Hours of darkness. • Hours of darkness• 
means the hours from one-half hour after sunset to one
half hour before sunrise, and any other time when per
sons or objects may not be clearly discernible at a dis
tance of five hundred feet. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.200. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 21; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS 
§ 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.210 Flammable liquid. • Flammable liquid• 
means any liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahr
enheit, or less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equiva
lent closed cup test device. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.210. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 22; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS 
§ 6360-1, part. Cf. 1951 c 102 § 3.] 

46.04.220 Intersection area. ( l) • Intersection area• 
means the area embraced within the prolongation or 
connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if none then the 
lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two or more 
highways which join one another at, or approximately 
at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles travel
ing upon different highways joining at any other angle 
may come in conflict. 

(2) Where a highway includes two roadways thirty 
feet or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway 
of such divided highway by an intersecting highway shall 
be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such 
intersecting highway also includes two roadways thirty 
feet or more apart, then every crossing of two roadways 
of such _highways shall be regarded as a separate 
intersection. 

(3) The junction of an alley with a street or highway 
shall not constitute an intersection. (1975 c 62 § 4; 1961 
c 12 § 46.04.220. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 23; prior: 1937 c 
189 § l, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 
1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.04.240 Intersection control area. • Intersection 
control area• means intersection area, together with 
such modification of the adjacent roadway area as re
sults from the arc of curb corners and together with any 
marked or unmarked crosswalks adjacent to the inter
section. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.240. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 25; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.260 Laned highway. "Laned highway" means 
a highway the roadway of which is divided into clearly 
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marked lanes for vehicular traffic. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.260. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 27; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; 
RRS § 636~1. part.] 

46.04.270 Legal owner. "Legal owner" means a per
son having a security interest in a vehicle perfected in 
accordance with chapter 46.12 RCW or the registered 
owner of a vehicle unencumbered by a security interest 
or the lessor of a vehicle unencumbered by a security 
interest. (1975 c 25 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.270. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 28; prior: 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 
1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.] 

46.04.280 Local authorities. "Local authorities" in
cludes every county, municipal, or other local public 
board or body having authority to adopt local police 
regulations under the Constitution and liiWS of this state. 
[ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.280. Prior: 1959 c 49. § 29; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § l, part; 1921 c 96 § 
2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 
142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 636~ 1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. "Marked crosswalk" 
means any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for 
pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 
surface thereof. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.290. Prior: 1959 c 49 
§ 30; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 636~1. part.] 

46.04.300 Metal tire. "Metal tire" includes every 
tire, the bearing surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard, non
resilient material. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.300. Prior: 1959 c 
49 § 31; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 
I, part; RRS § 636~ 1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.302 Mobile home. "Mobile home" means a 
structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is 
thirty-two body feet or more in length and is eight body 
feet or more in width, and which is built on a permanent 
chassis, and designed to be used as a dwelling with or 
without a permanent foundation when connected to the 
required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, 
air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained 
therein, except as hereinafter specifically excluded, and 
excluding modular homes. [ 1977 ex.s. c 22 § 1; 1971 
ex.s. c 231 § 4.) 

Sewerability-1977 ex.s. c 22: 'If any section or provision of this 
1977 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstances 
is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the sec
tion or provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.• 
(1977 ex.s. c 22 § 10.) 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01.130. 
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46.04.303 Modular home. "Modular home" means 
any factory-built housing designed primarily for resi
dential occupancy by human beings which does not con
tain a permanent frame and must be mounted on a 
permanent foundation. (1971 ex.s. c 231 § 5.) 

Effective date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01.130. 

46.04.304 Moped. "Moped" means any two-wheeled 
or three-wheeled device having fully operative pedals for 
propulsion by human power and a motor with a cylinder 
displacement not exceeding fifty cubic centimeters which 
produces no more than two gross brake horsepower ( de
veloped by a prime mover, as measured by a brake ap
plied to the driving shaft) and is capable of propelling 
the device at a maximum speed of not more than thirty 
miles per hour on level ground, and the wheels of which 
are at least sixteen inches in diameter. 

The state commission on equipment may approve of 
and define as a "moped" a vehicle which fails to meet 
these specific criteria, but which is essentially similar in 
performance and application to vehicles which do meet 
these specific criteria. (1979 ex.s. c 213 § 1.) 

46.04.305 Motor homes. "Motor homes" means mo
tor vehicles originally designed, reconstructed, or per
manently altered to provide facilities for human 
habitation. [ 1971 ex.s. c 231 § 3.) 

Effective date--1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01.130. 

46.04.310 Motor truck. "Motor truck" means any 
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of 
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals. 
[ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.310. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 32; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § I, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 
2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 
142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part_. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 636~ I, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.320 Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" shall mean 
every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle 
which is propelled by electric power obtained from over
head trolley wires, but not operated upon rails. (1961 c 
12 § 46.04.320. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 33; 1955 c 384 § IO; 
prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § I, part; 1937 c 188 § I, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § I, part; 
1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 c 59 § I, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, 
part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 
189 § 1, part; RRS § 636~1. part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 
1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.330 Motorcycle. "Motorcycle" means every 
motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of the rider 
and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in 
contact with the ground, but excluding a farm tractor 
and a moped. (1979 ex.s. c 213 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.330. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 34; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, 
part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 63 I 2-1, 

(1981 Ed,) 
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part; 1923 c 181 § I, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 c 
59 § I, part; 1917 c 155 § I, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § I, part; RRS § 
6360--1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle. • Motor-driven cycle• 
means every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, 
with a motor which produces not to exceed five brake 
horsepower (developed by a prime mover, as measured 
by a brake applied to the driving shaft). A motor-driven 
cycle does not include a moped. [ 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 3; 
1963 C 154 § 28.) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.340 Muffler. "Muffler" means a device con
sisting of a series of chambers, or other mechanical de
signs for the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an 
internal combustion engine and effective in reducing 
noise resulting therefrom. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.340. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 35; prior: 1937 c 189 § I, part; RRS § 
6360--1, part.] 

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. •Multiple lane 
highway" means any highway the roadway of which is 
of sufficient width to reasonably accommodate two or 
more separate lanes of vehicular traffic in the same di
rection, each lane of which shall be not less than the 
maximum legal vehicle width and whether or not such 
lanes are marked. [ 1975 c 62 § 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.350. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 36; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS 
§ 6360--1, part.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle. Municipal tran
sit vehicle includes every motor vehicle, street car, train, 
trolley vehicle, and any other device, which (1) is capa
ble of being moved within, upon, above, or below a pub
lic highway, (2) is owned or operated by a city, county, 
or metropolitan municipal corporation within the state, 
and (3) is used for the purpose of carrying passengers 
together with incidental baggage and freight on a regu
lar schedule. (1974 ex.s. c 76 § 4.) 

46.04.360 Nonresident. •Nonresident• means any 
person whose residence is outside this state and who is 

· temporarily sojourning within this state. (1961 c 12 § 
46.04.360. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 37; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 
I, part; 1937 c 188 § I, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § I, part; RRS § 6360--1, 
part.] · 

46.04.370 Operator or driver. "Operator or driver" 
means every person who drives or is in actual physical 
control of a vehicle. (1975 c 62 § 6; 1967 c 32 § I; 1961 
c 12 § 46.04.370. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 38; prior: (i) 1943 c 
153 § I, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § l, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § l, part; RRS § 
6360--1, part.) 
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Senrability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.380 Owner. "Owner" means a person who has 
a lawful right of possession of a vehicle by reason of ob
taining it by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance 
or legal action whether or not the vehicle is subject to a 
security interest and means registered owner where the 
reference to owner may be construed as either to regis
tered or legal owner. [1975 c 25 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.380. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 39; prior: 1937 c 189 § I, part; 
RRS § 6360--1, part; 1929 c 180 § I, part; 1927 c 309 § 
2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.) 

46.04.381 Park or parking. "Park or parking" means 
the standing of · a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in loading or unloading property or 
passengers. [1975 c 62 § 9.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.382 Passenger car. "Passenger car" means ev
ery motor vehicle except motorcycles and motor-driven 
cycles, designed for carrying ten passengers or less and 
used for the transportation of persons. [1963 c 154 § 
29.) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.391 Police officer. Police officer means every 
officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make 
arrests for violations of traffic regulations. [1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 89.] 

46.04.400 Pedestrian. •Pedestrian• means any per
son afoot. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.400. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 41; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360--1, part.] 

46.04.405 Person. "Person" includes every natural 
person, firm, copartnership, corporation, association, or 
organization. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.405. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
42; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; 

· Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 6360--1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires. "Pneumatic tires" in
cludes every tire of rubber or other resilient material de
signed to be inflated with compressed air to support the 
load thereon. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.410. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
43; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; 

· Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 6360--1, part; 1929 c 180 § I, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.414 Pole trailer. "Pole trailer" mearis every 
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by 
another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by 
means of a reach, or pole, or by being boomed or other
wise secured to the towing vehicle, and ordinarily used 
for transporting long or irregular shaped loads such as 
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poles, pipes, logs or structural members capable, gener
ally, of sustaining themselves as beams between the sup
porting connections. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.414. Prior: 1959 
c 49 § 44; prior: 1951 c 56 § 1.) 

46.04.416 Private carrier bus. "Private carrier bus" 
means every motor vehicle designed for the purpose of 
carrying passengers (having a seating capacity for eleven 
or more persons) used regularly to transport persons. in 
furtherance of any organized agricultural, religious or 
charitable purpose. Such term does not include buses 
operated by common carriers under a franchise granted 
by any city or town or the Washington public utilities 
commission. [1970 ex.s. c 100 § 3.) 

46.04.420 Private road or driveway. "Private road or 
driveway" includes every way or place in private owner
ship and used for travel of vehicles by the owner or those 
having express or implied permission from the owner, 
but not by other persons. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.420. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 45; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.431 Highway. Highway means the entire 
width between the boundary lines of every way publicly 
maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of 
the public for purposes of vehicular travel. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 87.) 

46.04.435 Public scale. "Public scale" means every 
scale under public or private ownership which is certified 
as to its accuracy and which is available for public 
weighing. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.435. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
47.) 

46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal. "Railroad sign or 
signal• means any sign, signal, or device erected by au
thority of a public body or official or by a railroad and 
intended to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks 
or the approach of a railroad train. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04-
.450. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 49; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; 
RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.460 Registered owner. "Registered owner" 
means the person whose lawful right of possession of a 
vehicle has most recently been recorded with the depart
ment. [1975 c 25 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.460. Prior: 1959 
c 49 § 50; prior: 1943 c 153 § l, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.] 

46.04.470 Residence district. • Residence district• 
means the territory contiguous to and including a public 
highway not comprising a business district, when the 
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property on such public highway for a continuous dis
tance of three hundred feet or more on either side 
thereof is in the main improved with residences or resi
dences and buildings in use for business. [ 1961 c 12 § 
46.04.470. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 51; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.480 Revoke. • Revoke," in all its forms, means 
the invalidation for a period of one calendar year and 
thereafter until reissue: Provided, That under the provi
sions of chapter 46.65 RCW the invalidation may last 
for a period to exceed one calendar year. [1979 c 62 § 7; 
1961 c 12 § 46.04.480. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 52; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943·§ 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part.] 

Se~erability-1979 c 62: See note following RCW 46.65.020. 

46.04.490 Road tractor. "Road tractor" includes ev
ery motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a road 
building vehicle in drawing road building machinery and 
devices. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.490. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 53; 
prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, 
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.500 Roadway. "Roadway" means that portion 
of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for 
vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder 
even though such sidewalk or shoulder is used by persons 
riding bicycles. In the event a highway includes two or 
more separated roadways, the term "roadway" shall re
fer to any such roadway separately but shall not refer to 
all such roadways collectively. [1977 c 24 § l; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.04.500. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 54; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, 
part.) 

46.04.510 Safety zone. "Safety zone" means the 
area or space officially set apart within a roadway for 
the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected 
or is marked or indicated by painted marks, signs, but
tons, standards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly discern
ible. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.510. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 55; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.521 School bus. School bus means every motor 
vehicle used regularly to transport children to and from 
school or in connection with school activities, which is 
subject to the requirements set forth in the most recent 
edition of "Specifications for School Buses" published by 
the state superintendent of public instruction, but does 
not include buses operated by common carriers in urban 
transportation of school children. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
90.) 

46.04.530 Semitrailer. "Semitrailer" includes every 
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by a 

(1981 Ed.) 
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vehicle,· motor vehicle, or truck tractor and so con
structed that an appreciable part of its weight and that 
of its load rests upon and is carried by such other vehi
cle, motor vehicle, or truck tractor. [ 1979 ex.s. c 149 § 
l; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.530. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 57; prior: 
(i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § l, part; 
RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 
2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.S40 Sidewalk. "Sidewalk" means that property 
between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway 
and the adjacent property, set aside and intended for the 
use of pedestrians or such portion of private property 
parallel and in proximity to a public highway and dedi
cated to use by pedestrians. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.540. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 58; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS 
§ 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.SSO Solid tire. "Solid tire" includes every tire 
of rubber or other resilient material which does not de~ 
pend upon inflation with compressed air for the support 
of the load thereon. (1961 c 12 § 46.04.550. Prior: 1959 
c 49 § 59; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 
1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 
c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.SSl Special mobile equipment. "Special mobile 
equipment• means every vehicle not designed or used 

· primarily for the transportation of persons or property 
and only incidentally operated or moved over a highway, 
including but not limited to: Ditch digging apparatus, 
wett ·boring· apparatus and road construction and main
tenance machinery such as asphalt spreaders, bitumi
nous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors other than truck
tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, 
motor graders, road rollers, scarifiers, earth moving 
carry-alls and scrapers, power shovels and draglines, 
and self-propelled cranes and earth moving equipment. 
The term does not include house trailers, dump trucks, 
truck mounted transit mixers, cranes or shovels or other 
vehicles designed for the transportation of persons or 
property to which machinery has been attached. [ 1973 
1st ex.s. c 17 § l; 1972 ex.s. c 5 § l; 1963 c 154 § 30.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note rollowing RCW 46.37.010. 

46.04.SSS Stand or standing. "Stand or standing" 
means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers. 
(1975 C 62 § 10.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.S60 State highway. "State highway" includes 
every highway or part thereof, which has been desig
nated as a state highway or branch thereof, by legisla
tive enactment. (1975 c 62 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.560. 
Prior: 19 59 c 49 § 60; prior: 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.] 
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Severabllity-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.565 Stop, "Stop" when required means com
plete cessation from movement. (1975 c 62 § 11.) 

Se,erabillty-1975 c 62: See note rollowing RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.566 Stop or stopping. "Stop or stopping" when 
prohibited means any halting even momentarily of a ve
hicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to 
avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with 
the directions of a police officer or traffic control sign or 
signal. (1975 c 62 § 12.] 

SeYerability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.04.570 Street car. "Street car" means a vehicle 
other than a train for transporting persons or property 
and operated upon stationary rails principally within cit
ies and towns. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.04.570. Prior: 1959 c 49 
§ 61; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 
l, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.580 Suspend. "Suspend,• in all its forms, 
means invalidation for any period less than one calendar 
year and thereafter until reinstatement. [1961 c 12 § 
46.04.580. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 62; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 
1, part; 1937 c 188 § l, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 
6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, 
part.] 

46.04.S82 Tandem axle. "Tandem axle" means any 
two or more consecutive axles whose centers are more 
than forty-two inches but not more than eighty-four 
inches apart, and are individually attached to and/or 
articulated from a common attachment to the vehicle, 
including a connecting mechanism designed to equalize 
the load between axles. [1979 ex.s. c 149 § 2.] 

46.04.58S Temporarily sojourning. "Temporarily ~ 
journing, • as the term is used in chapter 46.04 RCW, 
shall be construed to irtclude any nonresident who is 
within this state for a period of not to exceed six months 
in any one year. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.585. Prior: 1959 c 
49 § 63; prior: 1955 c 89 § 6.) 

46.04.S90 Traffic. "Traffic" includes pedestrians, 
ridden or herded animals, vehicles, street cars, and other 
conveyances either singly or together, while using any 
public highways for purposes of travel. [ 1961 c 12 § 46-
.04. 590. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 64; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, 
part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp .. 1943 § 6312-1, 
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.) 

46.04.600 Traffic control signal. "Traffic control 
signal• means any traffic device, whether manually, 
electrically, or mechanically operated, by which traffic 
alternately is directed to stop or proceed or otherwise 
controlled. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.600. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
65; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

(Title 46 RCW-p 111 

' 
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46.04.611 Traffic-control devices. Official traffic
control devices means all signs, signals, markings, and 
devices not inconsistent with Title 46 RCW placed or 
erected by authority of a public body or official having 
jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or 
guiding traffic. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 88.) 

. 46.04.620 Trailer. "Trailer" includes every vehicle 
without motive power designed for being drawn by or 
used in conjunction with a motor vehicle constructed so 
that no appreciable part of'its weight rests upon or is 
carried by such motor vehicle, but does not include a 
municipal transit vehicle, or any portion thereof. [ 197 4 
ex.s. c 76 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.620. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 
67; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 
1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 c 59 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, 
part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § I, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § l, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.630 Train. "Train• means a vehicle propelled 
by steam, electricity, or other motive power with or 
without cars coupled thereto, operated upon stationary 
rails, except street cars. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.630. Prior: 
1959 c 49 § 68; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 
188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle. "Trolley vehicle" means a 
vehicle the motive power for which is supplied by means 
of a trolley line and which may or may not be confined 
in its operation to a certain portion of the roadway in 
order to maintain trolley line contact. [ 1961 c 12 § 46-
.04.640. Prior: l 959 c 49 § 69; prior: (i) l 943 c 153 § 1, 
part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, 
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

46.04.650 Truck tractor. "Truck tractor" means ev
ery motor vehicle designed and used primarily for draw
ing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a 
load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and 
load so drawn. [1975 c 62 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.650. 
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 70; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 
1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312, part. (ii) 
1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.] 

Severability-· 1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.04.660 Used vehicle. "Used vehicle" means a ve
hicle which has been sold, bargained, exchanged, given 
away, or title transferred from the person who first took 
title to it from the manufacturer or first importer, 
dealer, or agent of the manufacturer or importer, and so 
used as to have become what is commonly known as 
·•second-hand" within the ordinary meaning thereof. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.660. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 71; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § 1, part; l 937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part.] 

[Title 46 RCW-p 12) 

46.04.670 Vehicle. "Vehicle" includes every device 
capable of being moved upon a public highway and in, 
upon, or by which any persons or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a public highway, excepting 
devices moved by human or animal power or used ex
clusively upon stationary rails or tracks, except that mo
peds shall be considered vehicles or motor vehicles for 
the purposes of chapter 46.12 RCW, but not for the 
purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW. [1979 ex.s. c 213 § 4; 
1961 c 12 § 46.04.670. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 72; prior: (i) 
1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 
1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; 
RRS § 6362-2, part.] 

46.04.672 Vehicle or pedestrian right of way. "Vehi
cle or pedestrian right of way" means the right of one 
vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in 
preference to another vehicle or pedestrian approaching 
under such circumstances of direction, speed, and prox
imity as to give rise to danger of collision unless one 
grants precedence to the other. [1975 c 62 § 13.] 

Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

6.04.690 Department. The term •department• sh 
the department of licensing unless a different e
nt is specified. [ 1979 c 158 § 126; 1975 c 25 4.) 

46.04. 95 Director. The term "director" sh mean 
the direct of licensing unless the director of different 
department of government is specified. [ 19 c 158 § 
127; 1975 C 5 § 5.] 

46.04. 700 river education. Wh ever the term 
• driver education is used in the code t shall be defined 
to mean • traffic s ety education•. 1969 ex.s. c 218 § 
12.] 

Sections 
46.08.010 
46.08.020 
46.08.030 
46.08.06S 
46.08.066 

46.08.067 

46.08.190 

State preemp licensing 1eld. 
Precedence er local veh le and traffic regulations. 
Uniformit of application. 
Publicly wned vehicles to marked-Exceptions. 
Public! owned vehicles--C nfidential license 

plat -Issuance, rules gove ing-Review by 
le slative auditor. 

P licly owned vehicles-Violat ns concerning mar• 
ing and confidential license plat 

Publicly owned vehicles-Remarki 
when. 

Nonresidents, application to. 
Control of traffic on capitol grounds. 
Control of traffic on capitol grounds-En orcing 

officer. 
Control of traffic on capitol grounds-Viola ·ons, 

traffic infractions, misdemeanors-Jurisdict1 n. 
Control of traffic on capitol grounds-Disposiu n of 

fines and parking revenue-State capitol vehicl 
parking account. 

Jurisdiction of justices of peace, police court, and supc 
rior court. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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(2 Each registration year may be divided into twelve 
registr ion months. Each registration month shall co -
mence o the day numerically corresponding to the ay 
of the ca ndar month on which the registration ear 
begins, and hall terminate on the m.imericall:v, corre-
sponding day the next succeeding calendar nth. 

(3) Each re · tration year may be divid into four 
registration quar rs, each consisting of th ee registra
tion months. The I t quarter shall comm ce with reg
istration month one. 

(4) Where the term ast day of the onth" is utilized 
in chapters 46.16, 82.4 and 82.50 CW in lieu of a 
specified day of any cale ar ino h it shall mean the 
last day of such calendar nth r months irrespective 
of the numerical designation at day. 

(5) In the event the final of a registration year, 
quarter, or month falls on Sat day, Sunday, or legal 
holiday, such period shall xtend t ough the end of the 
next business day. [198 c 214 § I; 75 1st ex.s. c 118 
§ I.] 

Effecti,e date--197 1st ex.s. c 118: "This 1 5 amendatory act 
shall take effect on Jan ary 1, 1977: Provided, That e director of the 
department of motor chicles may, prior to such effect e date, under
take and perform d ies and conduct activities necessary or the timely 
implementation o this 1975 amendatory act on such date • [1975 1st 
CX.S. C 118 § 19 

Se,erabllitJ 1975 1st ex.s. c 118: "If any provision oft ·s 1975 
amendator>: act is declared unconstitutional, or the appli bility 
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the con itu
tionalitY. f the remainder of this 1975 amendatory act and the app ·c
abilitY. thereof to persons and circumstances shall not be affect 
there y. • [1975 1st ex.s. c 118 § 18.) 

46.16.010 Licenses and plates required--Excep
tions. It shall be unlawful for a person to operate any 
vehicle over and along a public highway of this state 
without first having obtained and having in full force 
and effect a current and proper vehicle license and dis
play vehicle license number plates therefor as by this 
chapter provided: Provided, That these provisions shall 
not apply to. farm vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.181 
if operated within a radius of fifteen miles of the farm 
where principally used or garaged, farm tractors and 
farm implements including trailers designed as cook or 
bunk houses used exclusively for animal herding tempo
rarily operating or drawn upon the public highways, and 
trailers used exclusively to transport farm implements 
from one farm to another during the daylight hours or at 
night when such equipment has lights that comply with 
the law: Provided further, That these provisions shall not 
apply to spray or fertilizer applicator rigs designed and 
used exclusively for spraying or fertilization in the con
duct of agricultural operations and not primarily for the 
purpose of transportation, and nurse rigs or equipment 
auxiliary to the use of and designed or modified for the 
fueling, repairing or loading of spray and fertilizer ap
plicator rigs and not used, designed or modified primar
ily for the purpose of transportation: Provided further, 
That these provisions shall not apply to fork lifts oper
ated during daylight hours on public highways adjacent 
to and within five hundred feet of the warehouses which 
tbey serve: Provided further, That these provisions shall 
not apply to equipment defined as follows: 

(Title 46 RCW-p 36) 

"Special highway construction equipment• is any ve
hicle which is designed and used primarily for grading of 
highways, paving of highways, earth moving, and other 
construction work on highways and which is not de
signed or used primarily for the transportation of per
sons or property on a public highway and which is only 
incidentally operated or moved over the highway. It in
cludes, but is not limited to, road construction and 
maintcmance machinery so designed and used such as 
portable air compressors, air drills, asphalt spreaders, 
bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, track laying tractors, 
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor 
graders, paving mixers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth 
moving scrapers and carryalls, lighting plants, welders, 
pumps, power shovels and draglines, self-propelled and 
tractor-drawn earth moving equipment and machinery, 
including dump trucks and tractor-dump trailer combi
nations which either (I) are in excess of the legal width 
or (2) which, because of their length, height or unladen 
weight, may not be moved on a public highway without 
the permit specified in RCW 46.44.090 and which are 
not operated laden except within the boundaries of the 
project limits as defined by the contract, and other simi
lar types of construction equipment, or (3) which are 
driven or moved upon a public highway only for the 
purpose of crossing such highway from one property to 
another, provided such movement does not exceed five 
hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with wheels or 
pads which will not damage the roadway surface. 

Exclusions: 
"Special highway construction equipment" does not 

include any of the following: 
Dump trucks originally designed to comply with the 

legal size and weight provisions of this code notwith
standing any subsequent modification which would re
quire a permit, as specified in RCW 46.44.090, to 
operate such vehicles on a public highway, including 
trailers, truck-mounted transit mixers, cranes and shov
els, or other vehicles designed for the transportation of 
persons or property to which ·machinery has been at
tached. (1977 ex.s. c 148 § I; 1973 1st ex.s. c 17 § 2; 
1972 ex.s. c 5 § 2; 1969 c 27 § 3; 1967 c 202 § 2; 1963 
ex.s. c 3 § 51; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 32; 1961 c 12 § 46.16-
.010. Prior: 1955 c 265 § 1; 1947 c 33 § I; 1937c 188 § 
15; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-15; 1929 c 99 § 5; RRS § 
6324.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 
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46.16.115 

6.16.115 Payment of tonnage fees separ tely on 
tra lers or semitrailers--Optional. The owner ereof 
ma elect to pay tonnage fees separately on a trail or 
semi ailer: Provided, however, In order to exercise t 

· .optio the owner of such a vehicle with a gross weight o 
1~,0~ pounds or. more must pay for the maximum per
m1ss1bl gross weight for the vehicle under RCW 46.44-
. 042 an 46.44.041. 

The gr ss weight fee for such trailers and semitrailers 
shall be a follows: 

unds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . As specified in 
column 8 of RCW 46.16.070 

More than 12,0 0 pounds but not more than 
18,000 po nds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $178.00 

More than 18,00 pounds but not more than 
32,000 poun s ...................... $401.00 

More than 32,000 unds but not more than 
36,000 pound ...................... $470.00 

More than 36,000 po nds but not more than 
40,000 pounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $700.00 

When vehicles licen ed under this section are used 
with a truck tractor or motor truck the licensed gross 
weight of the combinati n shall be the sum of the li
censed gross weights of t e vehicles forming the combi
nation, and such limits must comply with RCW 
46.44.041 in order to pur base additional tonnage as 
provided in RCW 46.44.095. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 
2; 1973 1st ex.s. c 150 § 4; 1 69 ex.s. c 170 § 15.] 

Effective dates---Severability 
noies following RCW 46.l 6.070. 

46.16.121 Seating capacity f, 
vehicles. In addition to other fees 
hicles, there shall be paid and c lected a ually, for 
each auto stage and for hire vehi le, exc t taxicabs, 
with a seating capacity of six or les the um of fifteen 
dollars. [ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 58.) 

46.16.125 Mileage fees on ages- enalty. In ad
dition to the fees required bY, CW 46.16. 70, operators 
of auto stages with seatin capacity over ·x shall pay 
quarterly, at the time ey file gross ear 'ng returns 
with the utilities and tr sportation commissi , the sum 
of fifteen cents for e one hundred vehicle iles oper
ated by each auto age over the public highwa s of this 
state: Provided, at in the case of each auto st ge pro
pelled by stea , electricity, natural gas, diesel ii, bu
tane or prop e, the payment required hereunde shall 
be twenty c ts per one hundred miles of such oper tion. 
The com ssion shall transmit all such sums so coll cted 
to the te treasurer, who shall deposit the same in the 
moto vehicle fund. Any person failing to make y 
pa)'. ent required by this section shall be subject to a 
p ally of one hundred percent of the payment du 

Motor Vehicles 

hereunder, in addition to any penalty provided for fai 
ure to submit a quarterly report. Any penalties so 1-
lected shall be credited to the public service rev ing 
fund. [ 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 60; 1961 c 12 § 46. 6.125. 
Prior: 1951 c 269 § 14.) · 

Effective date--1967 ex.s. e 83: See RCW 47.26.9 
Severabllity-1967 ex.s. e 83: See RCW 47.26.9 . 

4 . 6. I 30 Reduction of fees for 
Whene er an application is made for 
tor true , trailer, tractor, semitra · r, for hire vehicle, 
bus, or aut stage subsequent to e end of the first reg
istration qua r of any registra on year, the license fees 
based on gross eight or sea · g capacity of such vehi
cles shall be com ted as fo ows: 

Upon vehicles a ve d cribed licensed in this state 
during the second re · ation quarter, the license fees 
imposed by this sectio such year shall be reduced by 
one-fourth thereof; pon hicles licensed in this state 
during the third gistratio quarter, the license fees 
shall be reduced y one-half t ereof; and upon vehicles 
licensed in thi tate during the rth registration quar
ter, the lice e fees shall be redu d by three-fourths 
thereof. [ 1 5-'76. 2nd ex.s. c 54 § · 197 5 1st ex.s. c 
118 § 5; 961 c 12 § 46.16.130. Prior: 51 c 269 § 15; 
1949 c 20 § 11; 1945 c 171 § l; 1943 c 94 § l; Rem. 
SupP, 1949 § 6312-18a.) 

ective date--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. e 54: "This 1976 endatory 
a shall take effect on January 1, 1977." (197S-'76 2nd ex .. c S4 § 

.) 
Effective date---Severability-1975 1st ex.s. e 118: See tes 

following RCW 46.16.006. 

46.16.135 Monthly tonnage license---Penalty. Ton
nage for any vehicle or combination of vehicles having a 
declared gross weight of twelve thousand pounds or 
more may be purchased for any full registration month 
or months at one-twelfth of the usual annual tonnage 
fee multiplied by the number of full months for which 
tonnage is purchased. An additional fee of two dollars 
shall be charged by the director each time tonnage is 
purchased. The director is authorized to establish rules 
and regulations relative to the issuance and display of 
certificates or insignia. 

Operation of a vehicle licensed under the provisions of 
this section by any person upon the public highways af
ter the expiration of the monthly tonnage license, is a 
traffic infraction, and in addition the person shall be re
quired to purchase a tonnage license for _the vehicle in
vol_ved at the fee covering an entire registration year's 
operation thereof, less the fees for any registration 
month or months of the registration year already paid. 
If, within five days, no tonnage license for a full regis
tration year has been purchased as required aforesaid, 
the Washington state patrol; county sheriff, or city po
lice shall impound such vehicle in such manner as may 
be directed for such cases by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, until such requirement is met. 
[1979 ex.s. c 136 § 46; 1979 c 134 § I; 1975-'76 2nd 
ex.s: c 64 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 118 § 6; 1969 ex.s. c 170 
§ 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.135. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 16.) 

(1981 Ed.) 
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[ffecthe date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

[ffecthe dates--Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-1975 1st ex.s. c 118: See notes 
following RCW 46.16.006. 

4 16.140 0l'erloading licensed capacity--!J. di
tiona icense--Penalties. It is a traffic infraction r 
any pe n to operate, or cause, permit, or suffer to t> 
operated on a public highway of this state any auto 
stage, moto truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, 
with passeng s, or with a maximum gross weight, in 
excess of that fi which the vehicle is licensed. 

Any person w operates or causes to be operated 
upon a public hign ay of this state any motor truck, 
trailer, pole trailer, or emitrailer with a maximum gross· 
weight in excess of the ximum gross weight for which 
the vehicle is licensed sha be deemed to have set a new 

_111aximum gross weight an shall, in addition to any 
penalties otherwise provided, required to purchase a 
ew license covering the new ximum gross weight, 

a d any failure to secure such n license is a traffic 
inf ction: Provided, That this sectio shall not apply to 
for lr e vehicles or auto stages ope ting principally 
within 'ties and towns: Provided furt r, That upon 
surrender f the license originally purchase the director 
shall allow oper credit for the gross weig fee origi
nally paid: P vided further, That no such pe on may 
be permitted or required to purchase the new · cense 
upon a gross weig which would exceed the maxi um 
gross weight allowe by law. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 7· 
1961 c 12 § 46.16.14 . Prior: 1955 c 384 § 16; 195 
269 § 18; 1937 c 188 § part; RRS § 6312-25, p t.] 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability 
lowing RCW 46.63.0IO. 

46. 16. 145 0l'erloading license capac · --Penal
ties. Any person violating any of the ro sions of RCW 
46.16.140 shall, upon a first offense, pa a penalty of not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor mor. th fifty dollars; 
upon a second offense pay a penalt of not s than fifty 
dollars nor more than one hundr dollars, a in addi
tion the court may suspend the ertificate of lie se reg
istration of the vehicle for t more than thirt days; 
upon a third and subseque offense pay a penalty o ot 
less than one hundred d tars nor more than two hu -
dred dollars, and in ad tion the court shall suspend the 
certificate of license egistration of the vehicle for not 
less than thirty da:r. nor more than ninety days. 

Upon ordering e suspension of any certificate of li
cense registrati , the court or judge shall forthwith se
cure such ce 1ficate and mail it to the director. [1979 
ex.s. c 136 48; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 5; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.16.1 5. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 19; 1937 c 188 § 25, 
part; R S § 6312-25, part.) 

Efli the date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
low· g RCW 46.63.010. 

ffecthe dates--Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
otes following RCW 46.16.070. 

(1981 Ed.) 

46.16.150 School buses exempt from load and se 
capacity fees. No provision of the law of this state s II 
be construed to require for hire vehicle license or <iult 
seating capacity fees, either directly or indirectly or the 
transportation of school children or teachers, o th, to 
and from school and other school activities or either, 
whether the same be done in motor ve cles owned, 
leased, rented or used by the school au ority or upon 
contract to furnish such transportatio . Provided, That 
this section shatt apply to vehicles ed exclusively for 
the purpose set forth and in the eve t that any vehicle so 
used is also used for any other purpose, such vehicle 
hall be appropriately licensed r such other purpose, as 

r uired by this chapter. [19 c 12 § 46.16.150. Prior: 
19 7 c 188 § 22; RRS § 6 2-22.) 

46.1 160 Vehicle rip permits-Restrictions and 
requirem ts-F and taxes-Penalty--Rules. 
(I) The o ner of vehicle which under reciprocal rela
tions with a oth jurisdiction would be required to ob

gistration in this state or an unlicensed 
vehicle whic utd be required to obtain a license reg
istration fi ope tion on public highways of this state 
may, as alterna ·ve to such license registration, secure 
and op ate such ve 'cle under authority of a trip permit 
issue by this_ state in ·eu of a Washington certificate of 
ow rship, license regis ation, and gross weight or load 
r ense if applicable. Trip ermits may also be issued for 

ovement of mobile horn pursuant to RCW 46.44-
. 170. For the purpose of this ection, a vehicle is consid
ered unlicensed if the gros weight or load license 
currently in effect for the vehic or combination of ve
hicles is not adequate for the loa eing carried. 

(2) Each trip permit shall author e the operation of a 
· ngle vehicle at the maximum lega: weight limit for 

su vehicle for a period of three cons utive days com
men 'ng with the day of first use. No re than three 
such mits may be used for any one veh1 e in any pe
riod of irty consecutive days. Every permi shall iden
tify, as t department may require, the hicle for 
which it is i ued and _shall be completed in its ntirety, 
signed, and da d by the operator before operation f the 
vehicle on the p lie highways of this state. Corre tion 
of data on the per it such as dates, license number, or 
vehicle identification umber invalidates the permit. T 
trip permit shatt be di Iayed on the vehicle to which it 
is issued as prescribed b he department. 

(3) Vehicles operating u er authority of trip permits 
are subject to att laws, rule and regulations affecting 

e operation of like vehicles in his state. 
4) Prorate operators operatin commercial vehicles 

on t · permits in Washington sha retain the customer 
copy o such permit for four years. 

(5) B k trip permits may be obtain 
fices of tn department of transportatio Washington 
state patrol, partment of licensing, or othe agents ap
pointed by the partment. Fpr each permit iss ed, there 
shall be collecte -a filing fee as provided by R W 46-
.01.140, an administrative fee of eight dollars, a an 
excise tax ·of one dollar. If the filing fee amount of ne 
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e renewed for the subsequent registration year on and 
ter the forty-fifth day prior to the end of the current 

r istration year and must be used and displayed from 
th date of issue or from the day of the expiration of the 
pre eding registration year, whichever date is later: Pro
vide , That in no case shall a citation be issued for non
regist ation prior to the first day of the month following 
the ca ndar month in which vehicle licenses and vehicle 
license umber plates are to be renewed. [1975 1st ex.s. 
c 118 § ; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.220. 
Prior: 19 7 c 261 § 8; 1955 c 89. § l; 1953 c 252 § 4; 
1947 c l § 12; 1937 c 188 § 35; Rem. Supp. 1947 
6312-35; 1 21 c 96 § 7, part; RRS § 6318, part; 19 
6 § 1, part; 916 c 142 § 7, part.) 

e,erability-1975 1st ex.s. c 118: 
.16.006. 

46.16.225 V hicle registration periods ay be ad
justed to stagge renewal periods. Notwi standing any 
provision of law t the contrary, the dir ctor of licensing 
may extend or di ·nish vehicle licens registration peri
ods for the purpose of staggering r ewal periods. Such 
extension or diminis ment of a v icle license registra
tion period shall be y rule a regulation of the de
partment of licensing adopte in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 3 .04 CW. Such rules may pro
vide for the omission o a classes or classifications of 
vehicle from t_he stagger renewal system and may pro
vide for the gradual i o uction of classes or classifica
tions of vehicles in sue a system. Such rules and 
regulations shall pr. vide for the collection of proportion-
ately increased decreased vehicle license registratio 
fees, including onnage fees, 1 applicable, and of ex ·se 
or property xes required to be paid at the ti of 
registratio 

It is t 

Effecti,e date---Se,erability-197 1st e • c 118: See notes 
following RCW 46.16.006. 

46.16.230 License plates o be furnishe The director 
shall furnish to all perso making satisfa ory applica
tion for vehicle license provided by law, t o identical 
vehicle license numbe plates each containing the vehicle 
license number to b aisplayed on such vehicl as by law 
required: Provide That if the vehicle to be lie nsed is a 
trailer, semitrail or motorcycle only one vehic license 
number plate all be issued for each thereof. T e num
ber and pla shall be of such size and color an shall 
contain su symbols indicative of the registration eriod 
for whi the same is issued and of the stat of 
W ashi gton, as shall be determined and prescribe by 
the rector. Any vehicle license number plate or pla es 
iss ed to a dealer shall contain thereon a sufficient a d 

tisfactory indication that such plates have been issue 
to a dealer in vehicles. All vehicle license number plate 

(1981 Ed.) 

- 46.16.240 

46.16.2 S License plates to designate me of state 
of Wa ington without abbreviation. Veh le license 
numb plates issued by the state of Washin on com
me mg with the next general issuance of sue lates 

l be so designed as to designate the name of the tate 
Washington in full without abbreviation. [196s'ex. c 

78 § 2.) 

46.16.237 License plates to be treated with reflector
ized materials-Fee. All vehicle license number plates 
issued after January 1, 1968, or such earlier date as the 
director may prescribe with respect to plates issued in 
any county, shall be treated with reflectorized materials 
designed to increase the visibility and legibility of such 
plates at night. In addition to all other fees prescribed by 
law, there shall be paid and collected for each vehicle li
cense number plate treated with such materials, the sum 
of fifty cents and for each set of two plates, the sum of 
one dollar: Provided, however, One plate is available 
only to those vehicles that by law require only one plate. 
Such fees shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund. 
[1967 ex.s. c 145 § 60.) 

SeYerability-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.16.240 Attachment of plates to vehicles-Vio
lations enumerated. The vehicle license number plates 
shall be attached conspicuously at the front and rear of 
each vehicle for which the same are issued and in such a 
manner that they can be plainly seen and read at all 
times: Provided, That if only one license number plate is 
legally issued for any vehicle such plate shall be con
spicuously attached to the rear of such vehicle. Each ve
hicle license number plate shall be placed or hung in a 
horizontal position at a distance of not less than one foot 
nor more than four feet from the ground and shall be 
kept clean so as to be plainly seen and read at all times: 
Provided, however, That in cases where the body con
struction of the vehicle is such that compliance with this 

rr1t1e 46 RCW-p 45) 
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section is impossible, perm1ss1on to deviate therefrom 
may be granted by the state commission on equipment. 
It shall be unlawful to display upon the front or rear of 
any vehicle, vehicle license number plate or plates other 
than those furnished by the director for such vehicle or 
to display upon any vehicle any vehicle license number 
plate or plates which have been in any manner changed, 
altered, disfigured or have become illegible. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle unless 
there shall be displayed thereon valid vehicle license 
number plates attached as herein provided. [ 1969 ex.s. c 
170 § 10; 1967 c 32 § 18; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.240. Prior: 
1947 c 89 § l; 1937 c 188 § 36; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6312-36.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.16.260 License registration certificate/maximum 
gross weight license---Signature required--Carried 
in vehicle-Penalty--Inspection--Exception. A 
certificate of license registration to be valid must have 
endorsed thereon the signature of the registered owner 
(if a firm or corporation, the signature of one of its offi
cers or other duly authorized agent) and must be carried 
in the vehicle for which it is issued, at all times in the 
manner prescribed by the director. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate or have in his possession a ve
hicle without carrying thereon such certificate of license 
registration and/or maximum gross weight license as 
herein provided. Any person in charge of such vehicle 
shall, upon demand of any of the local authorities or of 
any police officer or of any representative of the depart
ment, permit an inspection of such certificate of license 
registration and/or maximum gross weight license. This 
section does not apply to a vehicle for which annual re
newal of its license number plates is not required and 
which is marked in accordance with the provisions of 
RCW 46.08.065. [ 1979 ex.s. c 113 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 170 
§ 11; 1967 c 32 § 19; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.260. Prior: 1955 
c 384 § 18; 1937 c 188 § 8; RRS § 6312-8.) 

.16.270 Loss, defacement, or destruction of 
plat Replacement fee. Upon the loss, deface ent, 
or destr tion of one or both of the vehicle lice num
ber plates · sued for any vehicle where mor than one 
plate was on · ally issued or where one both have 
become so illegi or in such a conditio as to be diffi
cult to distinguish, e owner of the icle shall make 
application for new ve "cle license mber plates upon a 
form furnished by the di tor, u on which form it shall 
be required that the owner, · edition to other require-
ments, make a complete sta t as to the cause of the 
loss, defacement, or dest ction the original plate or 
plates, which statemen shall be sub ibed and sworn to 
before a notary pub · or other person thorized to cer
tify to statements pon vehicle license app · ations. Such 
application sha be filed with the director or is author
ized agent, ccompanied by the certificate o license 
registrati of the vehicle and a fee in the amo t of 
four d ars, whereupon the director, or his authon d 
agen , shall issue new vehicle license number plates t 

·he applicant. It shall be accompanied by a fee of t 
liars for a new vehicle license number plate wh e 

o y one was originally issued and one dollar for a ew 
m orcycle license number plate. In the event the d" ec
tor as issued license period tabs or a windshiel em
ble instead of vehicle license number plates, an upon 
the I s, defacement or destruction of said tabs o wind
shield mblem, application shall be made on a fo m pro
vided 1:> the director and in the same manner s above 
describe , and shall be accompanied by a fee o one dol
lar for ea: h pair of tabs or for each windshiel emblem, 
whereupo the director shall issue to the app cant a du
plicate pai of tabs or a windshield emble to replace 
those lost, d faced or destroyed: Provided, Ti at for those 
vehicles ow ed, rented, or leased by he state of 
Washington o by any county, city, town, chool district, 
or other politi I subdivision of the state of Washington 
or United Stat government, a fee sha be charged for 
replacement of a vehicle license numbe plate only to the 
extent required the provisions of RCW 46.16.020, 
46.16.061, 46.16. 7, and 46.01.140 Provided further, 
That for those veh les owned, rent , or leased by for
eign countries or ternational dies to which the 
United States gover ent is a si atory by treaty, the 
payment of any fee ~ r the repla ement of a vehicle li
cense number plate sh I not be r. quired. [1975 1st ex.s. 
c 169 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 78 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.270. 
Prior: 1951 c 269 § 6; l 7 cl 4 § 13; 1937 c 188 § 37; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312 7; 29 c 99 § 6; 1921 c 96 § 
14; 1919 c 59 § 8; 1915 c 4 § 14; RRS § 6325.) 

46.16.280 Sale, loss, o destruction of commercial 
vehicle-Procedure on c a e in license classification. 
In case of loss or destruc. on, ale or transfer of any for 

• hire vehicle, auto stage, moto truck, trailer, or semi
trailer, the registered o ner the of may retain the right 
to the load license or eat licen to apply in licensing 
such vehicle as may b procured replacement thereof 
and in any case of sa e or transfer here load or seat li
cense has not been signed on the ertificate of license 
registration it will e presumed tha the same was in
tended to be retai ed by the previou registered owner 
thereof. Wheneve during the calenda year any vehicle 
has been so alter d as to change its lice se classification, 
in such a mann r that the vehicle licens number plates 
are rendered i proper therefor, the cur ent vehicle li
cense number lates shall be surrendered the director 
and new and roper vehicle license number lates issued 
on applicati therefor accompanied by a fe therefor in 
the amount of one dollar in addition to any her or dif
ferent cha e by reason of licensing under a ew classi
fication. uch application shall be on forms rescribed 

_ by the d" ector and forwarded with proper fee his of-
fice or e office of his duly authorized agent. 1967 c 
32 § 2 ; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.280. Prior: 1947 c 16 § 14; 
1937 188 § 38; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-38.) 

4 .16.290 License certificate and plates follow 
cle n transfer--Exception. In any case of valid le 

ran sf er of the ownership of any vehicle, the right o 
certificates properly transferable therewith and t 

(1981 Ed.) 
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department pursuant to RCW 46.20.270(3) since 
chicle's license was last issued or renewed. The rcne al 

a plication may be processed by the director oi: his 
ag nts only if the applicant both: 

) Presents a preprinted renewal application or in 
the bscncc of such presentation, the agent, at is dis
crctio , verifies the information which would c con
tained n the preprinted renewal application; a d 

(b) csents either proof of payment on a form pro
. vided by the department or payment of th total fines 
and pcna ies stated on the preprinted rcn al applica
tion and, i the case of payment, paymcn of a twenty
five percent urcharge thereon. 

(2) The t nty-fivc percent surchar referred to in 
subsection ( I of this section shall c allocated as 
follows: 

(a) Eighty pc cnt to the departme t of licensing; and 
(b) Twenty pc cnt to the agent ndling the renewal 

application to be ed by the age for the administra
tion of this section. 

(3) All fines, pcna ics, and sur barges collected under 
subsection (I) of th section, with the exception of 
twenty percent of the rcharg collected by and for the 
agent, shall be forward d to e director with a proper 
identifying detailed rep t, ho shall transmit the ac
counts [amounts] from 1 e and penalties to the local 
charging jurisdictions. Am unts from the percentage of 
the surcharge received sh be deposited in the general 
fund to be used exclusiv y r the administrative costs 
of the department of Ii ensin and its agents in imple
menting this section. 

(4) If there is a ch 
vehicle, the departm 
regarding the chan 
and release any h d on the rene al of the vehicle li
cense resulting fr m parking violat ons incurred while 
the certificate of icense registration as .in a prior reg
istered owner's me. 

(5) The dep tment shall send to all gistered owners 
of vehicles w have been reported to h ve outstanding 
parking viol ions, at the time of renew , a statement 
listing the tes and jurisdictions in which he violations 
occurred well as the amounts of unpa fines and 
penalties elating thereto and the surcharge to be col
lected. T e preprinted renewal application sha state the 
total a ount of such fines and of the surchar e. [ 1982 
1st ex .. c 14 § I.] 

Eff ti,e date--1982 1st ex.s. c 14: "This act shall take feet on 
July , 1984, and shall apply to violations of traffic laws comm1 ted on 
or a er July I, 1984." (1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 7.) 

,erability--1982 1st ex.s. c 14: "If any provision of this a t or 
its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the c

inder of the act or the application of the provision to other pers s 
r circumstances is not affected." (1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 6.) 

46.16.310 Antique vehicles--"Horseless carriage" 
licenses. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
chapter, any motor vehicle which is not less than 40 
years old and owned and operated primarily as a col
lector's item shall, upon application and acceptance in 
the manner and at the time prescribed by the depart
ment, be issued a special commemorative license plate in 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 3841 

lieu of the regular license plates. Any vehicles to be ·so 
licensed must be in good running order. In addition to 
paying all other initial fees required by law, each appli
cant shall pay a fee of twenty-five dollars, which fee 
shall entitle him to one permanent license plate valid for 
the life of the vehicle. 

The registration numbers and special license plates 
assigned to such motor vehicles shall run in a separate 
numerical series, commencing with "Horseless Carriage 
No. I." The plates shall be of a distinguishing color .. 

In the event of defacement, loss, or destruction of 
such special plate, the owner shall apply for a replace
ment plate in the same manner as prescribed by law for 
the replacement of regular plates. 

All fees collected under this section shall be deposited 
in the state treasury and credited to the motor vehicle 
fund. [1982 c 143 § I; 1971 cx.s.c114 § l; 1961 c 12 § 
46.16.310. Prior: 1955 c 100 § I.] 

Se,erability--1971 ex.s. c 114: "If any provision of this 1971 
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.• [ 1971 ex.s. c 
114 § 6.) 

Chapter 46.20 
DRIVERS' LICENSES--IDENTICARDS 

46.20.331 
46.20.435 

46.20.500 

46.20.505 

46.20.510 

46.20.515 
46.20.520 

46.20.270 Co 1ction of mand ory license suspen
sion or revocati n offense--Proc ure-Court to 
forward record of convictions or traf I infractions-
Municipalitie to report parking violation Terms de
fined. (En th·e July 1, 1984.) (I) When vcr any per
son is conv.·cted of any offense for which thi title makes 
mandato the suspension or revocation of t driver's 
license such person by the department, the pr ilege of 
the p son to operate a vehicle is suspended u ii the 
dep tment takes the action required by this ch ter, 
an the court in which such conviction is had s 11 
~ thwith secure the immediate forfeiture of the drive ' 



• Drivers' L·~ldenticards 46.20.025 

46.20.343 

46.20.344 
46.20.380 
46.20.391 

Formal hearing--Time and place--Notice 
Stay of suspension or revocation pending heari or 
subsequent appeal--Exception--Hearing. fficers. 

Formal hearing--Evidence----Subpoena Reex-
amination--Findings and recommendatio . 

Formal hearing--Decision of director or d ignee fol-
lowing hearing. · 

Appeal to superior court following formal ring. 
Probation in lieu of suspension or revocati . 
Violations--Penalty. 
Driving while license suspended or revok --Pen-
alty--Extension of suspension or re ation period. 

Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor hild or ward to 
drive. 
nlawful to allow unauthorized pers n to drive. 

upational driver's license--F . 
upational driver's license--P tition--Eligibil-

it Restrictions-Cancel! ion. 
46.20.400 0cc tional operator's license When new opera-

tor' license may be obtained urrender of order 
and upational operator's Ii nse. 

46.20.410 Occupa ional operator's licens Penalty. 
46.20.414 Unlicen drivers--Place ent in suspended or re-

46.20.416 

46.20.418 

volted st tus authorized. 
Driving w ·1e in suspended r revoked status-

Penalties. 
Driving whit in suspende or revoked status-Ex-

tension of iod of sus nsion--Delay in issuing 
new license. 

46.20.420 Operation of m tor ve cle under other license or per-
mit prohibited hile icense is suspended or revoked. 

46.20.430 Stopping of vehic r gistered to person whose driver's 
license has been pended or revoked authorized--
Display of license 

46.20.440 Operation of vehi requiring special skills-Addi-
tional examinaf n a d special license endorsement re-
quired--Ex ptio Instruction permit, fee. 

46.20.4S0 Operation of v icles r uiring special skills-Rules 
and regulati s--Pu ic hearings to adopt. 

46.20.460 Operation of chicles req ·ring special skills-Waiver 
of require ents. 

46.20.470 Operation vehicles requir g special skills--Addi-
tional fe disposition. 

46.20.SOO Special e clorsement for moto ycle operator's li-
cen Moped exception. 

46.20.S0S Special ndorsement for motorc cle operator's li-
cen Examination fee. 

46.20.900 Repe and saving. 
46.20.910 Seve bility-196S ex.s. c 121. 
46.20.911 Sev rability, implied consent law 

Rules of court: onetary penalty schedule-JTI 6.2. 

Definitions.. For the purpos 
46.20 RC the term "adult driver's license 
the driver: s license which shall be issued onl 
eighteen years of age or older; and • minor river's li
cense• all mean the driver's license which sti II be is
sued o ly to persons sixteen years of age or o er and 
under eighteen years of age but shall not mean juve
nile gricultural driving permit as provided for in CW 
46. .070. "Driver's license" shall include an " duh 
dri er's license• and a "minor's driver's license". [ 71 
e S. C 292 § 42; 1967 C 167 § 8.] 

ex.s. c 292: See note following RC 

46.20.021 Driver's license required-Surrender of 
license held from another jurisdiction-Penalty-
Other license not required. ( 1) No person, except those 
hereinafter expressly exempted shall drive any motor ve
hicle upon a highway in this state unless such person has 

(1981 E.d.) 
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a valid driver's license issued under the provisions of this 
chapter. No person shall receive a driver's license unless 
and until he surrenders to the department all valid driv
er's licenses in his possession issued to him by any other 
jurisdiction. All surrendered licenses shall be returned by 
the department to the issuing department together with 
information that the licensee is now licensed in a new 
jurisdiction. No person shall be permitted to have more 
than one valid driver's license, at any time. Violation of 
the provisions of this section is a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person licensed as a driver hereunder may 
exercise the privilege thereby granted upon all streets 
and highways in this state and shall not be required to 
obtain any other license to exercise such privilege by any 
county, municipal or local board, or body having au
thority to adopt local police regulations. [1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 53; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 2.] 

Re,iser's note: Throughout chapter 46.20 RCW the phrases "this 
196S amendatory act• and "this act" have been changed to "this 
chapter.• The 196S amendatory act (196S ex.s. c 121) consists of 
RCW 46.20.021 through 46.20.055, 46.20.091, 46.20.161 through 46-
.20.181, 46.20.20S, 46.20.207, 46.20.21 S, 46.20.28S, 46.20.291, 46.20-
.305 through 46.20.315, 46.20.322 through 46.20.336, 46.20.342 
through 46.20.344, 46.20.900, 46.20.910, and 46.64.02S, the 196S 
amendments to RCW 46.20.102 through 46.20.106, 46.20.120 through 
46.20.140, 46.20.190, 46.20.200, 46.20.270, and 46.20.340 and 1965 
ex.s. c 121 § I, footnoted after RCW 46.20.021. 
Rules of court: Bail. in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear

ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effectite clate--Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Purpose of 1965 ex.s. c 12.1---Construction: "With the advent of 

greatly increased interstate vehicular travel and the migration of mo
torists between the states, the legislature recognizes the necessity of 
enacting driver licensing laws which are reasonably uniform with the 
laws of other states and are at the same time based upon sound, real
istic principles, stated in clear explicit language. To achieve these ends 
the legislature does hereby adopt this 196S amendatory act relating to 
driver licensing modeled after the Uniform Vehicle Code subject to 
such variances as are deemed better suited to the people of this state. 
It is intended that this 196S amendatory act be liberally construed to 
effectuate the purpose of improving the safety of our highways through 
driver licensing procedures within the framework of the traditional 
freedoms to which every motorist is entitled.• (196S ex.s. c 121 § I.] 
For application of this section see reviser's note above. 

.20.022 Unlicensed drivers--Subject to all pr -
sions f Title 46 RCW. Any person who operates mo
tor veh1 e on the public highways of this state · out a 
driver's Ii se or nonresident privilege to dr' shall be 
subject to al f the provisions of Title 46 CW to the 
same extent as person who is licens 1975-'76 2nd 
ex.s. c 29 § 1.] 

46.20.025 Persons 
ment. The following pers 
hereunder: , 

(1) Any person in t servic of the army, navy, air 
force, marine corps, . coast guar f the United States, 
or in the service the national gu d of this state or 
any other state hen furnished with a ·ver's license by 
such service en operating an official m or vehicle in 
such servi ; 

(2) nonresident who is at least sixteen yea 
and o has in his immediate possession a valid 
Ii nse issued to him in his home state; 

[Title 46 RCW-p 531 
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(3) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of ag 
a d who has in his immediate possession a valid driver. s 
lie nse issued to him in his home country may operat a 
mo r vehicle in this state for a period not to exceed ne 
yea 

(4 Any person operating special highway con ruc
tion uipment as defined in RCW 46.16.010; 

(5) ny person while driving or operating a farm 
tractor r implement of husbandry which is o ly inci
dentally perated or moved over a highway; 

(6) An person while operating a locom ive upon 
rails, inclu ing operation on a railroad cros ng over a 
public high ay; and such person is not req ired to dis
play a drive 's license to any law enforcem nt officer in 
connection w th the operation of a loco tive or train 
within this sta e. [1979 c 75 § l; 1965 ex .. c 121 § 3.] 

46.20.027 · censes of persons s ving in armed 
forces to remain in force--Duratio . A Washington 
state motor vehic driver's license is ed to any person 
serving in the arm forces of the U ted States, if valid 
and in force and e ect while such erson is serving in 
the armed forces, sh I remain in f 1 force and effect so 
long as such service ntinues uni ss the same is sooner 
suspended, canceled, o revoked i r cause as provided by 
law and for not to exec d ninety <iays following the date 
on which the holder of s ch dri er's license is honorably 
separated from service in he a med forces of the United 
States. [1967 c 129 § l.] 

46.20.031 Persons ineli ble to be licensed. The de
partment shall not issue a rt er's license hereunder: 

(1) To any person wh is under the age of sixteen 
years; 

(2) To any person w ose lie se has been suspended 
during such suspension nor to a y person whose license 
has been revoked, ex t as provi din RCW 46.20.31 l; 

(3) To any person hen the de rtment has been no
tified by a court th such person as violated his writ
ten promise to ap ar in court, un ess the department 
has received a cer ficate from the c urt in which such 
person promised o appear, showing hat the case has 
been adjudicat . The deposit of o ii by a person 
charged with a iolation of any law reg lating the oper
ation of motor chicles on highways sha be deemed an 
appearance in court for the purpose of thi section; 

(4) To an>; person who (a) is an habitu user of nar
cotic drugs, r is an habitual user of any ot er drug to a 
degree whi h renders him incapable of safe driving a 
motor veh"cle; or (b) habitually lacks self-c trol as to 
the use alcoholic beverages, or uses alcoh lie bever
ages to he extent that his health is substan 'ally im
paired r endangered or his social or economic unction 
is disr pted so as to constitute a danger to other ersons 
or pr perty: Provided, That a license may be is ued if 
the epartment determines that such person is p rtici
pati g in an alcoholism recovery program accepta e to 
th department and has established control of his a co
h ic condition; 

(5) To any person who has previously been adjudg d 
o be mentally ill or insane, or to be incompetent due t 

(Title 46 RCW-p 541 

mental disability or C..s.!2se, and who has not at t 
tim of applicatio:-: beer. '.'!:S~ored to competency b~ e 
metho provided by la-: Provided, however, T at no 
person so djudged shaE ::e denied a licens or such 
cause if the s ·or coun should find him le to oper
ate a motor veh1 e with ~fety upon th ighways dur
ing such incompete 

(6) To any person 
take an examination, uni su person shall have suc-
cessfully passed such exam:. · n; 

(7) To any person wh LS req · ed under the laws of 
this. state to deposit f of financ1 responsibility and 
who has not depos· such proof; 

(8) To any son when the department as good and 
substantial 1dence to reasonably conclude hat such 
person b eason of physical or mental disabilit would 
not be le to operate a motor vehicle with safety n 
the 1ghways; subject to review by a court of compete 
· "sdiction. [1977 ex.s. c 162 § l; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 4.) 

Physically or mentally disabled per-
son Procedure-Restrictions-Violations--
Penal . ( 1) The department shall permit any pers 
suff erin from any physical or mental disability or is
ease whi may affect that person's ability to d · e a 
motor veh le, to demonstrate personally that n twith
standing su disability or disease he or she is proper 
person to dri a motor ,·ehicle. The departm t may in 
addition requi such per~on to obtain certificate 
showing his or h condition signed by a r ensed physi
cian or other pro authority designated y the depart
ment. The certificat shall be for the c fidential use of 
the director and the c ief of the Was · gton state patrol 
and for such other co izant public officials as may be 
designated by law. It s II be e · mpt from public in
spection and copying not ·ithsta ding the provisions of 
chapter 42.17 RCW. The c ti cate may not be offered 
as evidence in any court ex pt when appeal is taken 
from the order of the dir c r suspending, revoking, 
canceling, or refusing ave 1cle iver's license. 

(2) The department ay issu a driver's license to 
such a person imposin restrictions uitable to the licen
see's driving ability th respect to t e special mechani
cal control devices equired on a m or vehicle or the 
type of motor veh" le which the license may operate or 
such other restr· tions applicable to the icensee as the 
department m ; determine to be appropr te to assure 
the safe oper tion of a motor vehicle by the icensee. 

(3) The 8epartment may either issue a ecial re-
stricted r ense or may set forth su.::h restrict ns upon 
the usu license form. 

(4) he department may upon re-.:eiving satis ctory 
evid ce of any violation of the res:rictions of su li
ce e suspend or revoke the same ht the licensee s all 
b entitled to a driver improveme::t interview and 

earing as upon a suspension or re-.-~.:.tion under thi 
chapter. 

G (5) It is a traffic infraction for a::y ~rson to operate 
motor vehicle in any manner in \;.:,L:.tion of the re

rictions imposed in a restricted li~"ls.: issued to him or 

(1981 Ed.) 
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her. (1979 ex.s. c 136 § 54; 1979 c 61 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 
121 § 5.] 

Effective date---Seterability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46. 0.045 Age limit for school bus drivers and dri ers 
of for- ire vehicles. No person who is under the age 
eighteen ears shall drive any school bus transporting 
school chi en or shall drive any motor vehicle when in 
use for the nsportation of persons for compensation. 
(1971 ex.s. c 2 § 43; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 6.] 

46.20.055 lnstructio permits and temporary licen s. 
( 1) Any person who is at ast fifteen and a half ye s of 
age may apply to the depa ent for an instructi per
mit for the operation of any otor vehicle exce a mo
torcycle. Any person who is at ast sixteen y rs of age 
may apply for an instruction per 't for the peration of 
a motorcycle. The department ma · n its 1scretion, af
ter the applicant has successfully pas d It parts of the 
examination other than the driving tes , issue to the ap
plicant an instruction permit which at ntitle the ap
plicant while having such pe it in immediate 
possession to drive ~ a motor ve 1cle upon he public 
highways for a period of one y r when accom nied by 
a licensed driver who has ha at least five years driv
ing experience and is occuP, mg a seat beside the 
except if the permittee i operating a motorcycle. ly 
one additional instructi permit may be issued. The d 
partment after investi ation may in its discretion issue a 
third instruction pe it where it finds that the permittee 
is diligently seeki to improve driving proficiency. 

(2) The dep ment upon receiving proper applicati 
may in its dis etion issue an instruction permit effec · e 
for a schoo emester or other restricted period to a ap
plicant w is at least fifteen years of age and is e rolled 
in a tr fie safety education program which ·ncludes 
practi e driving and which is approved and ace edited by 
the perintendent of public instruction. Sue instruction 
p mit shalt entitle the permittee having e permit in 
· mediate possession to drive a motor ve icle only when 
an approved instructor or other licens a driver with at 
least five years of driving experience, s occupying a seat 
beside the permittee. 

(3) The department may in its iscretion issue a tem
porary driver's permit to an a licant for a driver's li
cense permitting the applica to drive a motor vehicle 
for a period not to exceed xty days white the depart
ment is completing its inv tigation and determination of 
alt facts relative to sue applicant's right to receive a 
driver's license. Such ermit must be in the applicant's 
immediate possessio white driving a motor vehicle, and 
it shall be invalid hen the applicant's license has been 
issued or for g cause has been ref used. [ 1981 c 260 § 
10. Prior: 1979 63 § l; 1979 c 61 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 218 
§ 8; 1965 ex .. c 121 § 7.] 

46.20.0 0 Juvenile agricultural driving permits. Upon 
receivin a written application on a form provided by the 

(1981 Ed.) 

d!rector for permi sion for a person under the age 
eighteen years to perate a motor vehicle over and u on 
the public high ays of this state in connection with arm 
work, the dir ctor may issue a limited driving p mit to 
?e known . a juvenile agricultural driving per it, such 
issuance be governed by the following proc ure: 

e application must be signed by e applicant 
the applicant's father, mother, or t gal guardian. 

( Upon receipt of the application, t e director shall 
c se an examination of the applicant o be made as by 

provided for the issuance of a tor vehicle driver's 
lie se. 

(3 The director shall cause n investigation to be 
made the need for the issu ce of such operation by 
the appti nt. 

Such pe it authorizes t e holder to operate a motor 
vehicle over d upon th public highways of this state 
within a restri d far ng locality which shall be de
scribed upon the ce ereof. 

A permit issued nder this section shall expire one 
year from date of ss , except that upon reaching the 
a_ge of eight~e? ars sl:1 person holding a juvenile ag
n~ult1;1ral dnv1 g permit. alt _be required to make ap
phcatton for motor vehicle river's license. 

The dire or shall charge a e of one dollar for each 
such per t and renewal there to be paid as by law 
provide for the payment of mot vehicle driver's li
censes and deposited to the credit the traffic safety 
educ tion account in the general fund. 

e director may transfer this permit om one farm
i locality to another, but this does not c stitute a re

ewal of the permit. 
The director may deny the issuance of a juve ·1e agri

cultural driving permit to any person whom the · ector 
termines to be incapable of operating a motor ve icle 

wi safety to himself or herself and to persons a d 
prop ty. 

The irector may suspend, revoke, or cancel the juve
nile agn ltural driving permit of any person when in 
the directo 's sound discretion the director has cause to 
believe such erson has committed any offense for which 
mandatory sus ension or revocation of a motor vehicle 
driver's license i rovided by law. 

The director ma suspend, cancel, or revoke a juvenile 
agricultural driving rmit when in the director's sound 
discretion the director · satisfied the restricted charac
ter of the permit has bee violated. (1979 c 61 § 4; 1969 
ex.s. c 218 § 9; 1969 ex.s. 170 § 12; 1967 c 32 § 27; 
1963 c 39 § 9; 1961 c 12 § .20.070. Prior: 1947 c 158 
§ 1. part; 1937 c 188 § 45, Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6312-45, part.] 

Traffic safety education account created: R 

46.20.091 Application for license o instruction per
mit--Fees--Driving records from ther jurisdic
tions. ( l) Every application for an instruct n permit or 
for an original driver's license shall be ma e upon a 
form prescribed and furnished by the departme t which 
shall be sworn to and signed by the applicant b ore a 
person authorized to administer oaths. Every applic tion 
for an instruction permit shall be accompanied by a e 
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to and 
cw 66.16.040. 

46.20.190 License to be in imme 1ate possession and 
displayed on demand. Every licensee shall have his driv
er's license in his immediate possession at all times when 
operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same 
upon demand to any police officer or to any other person 
when and if required by law to do so. The offense de
scribed in this section is a non moving offense. [ 1979 
ex.s. c 136 § 56; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.20.190. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 59; RRS § 6312-59; 1921 c 
108 § 7, part; RRS § 6369, part.] 

Effective date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Drivels license, duty to display under other circumstances: RCW 46-

.52.020. 46.61.020, 46.61.021. 

4 20.200 Lost or destroyed licenses or permit 
Dupl ates-Fee. In the event that an instruction p -
mit o a driver's license shall be lost or destroyed, he 
person o whom the same was issued may obtain du
plicate t ereof upon furnishing proof of such fac satis
factory to the department without reexaminati upon 
payment o a fee of two dollars and fifty cen to the 
department. 1975 1st ex.s. c 191 § 5; 1965 ex . c 121 § 
16; 1961 c l § 46.20.200. Prior: 1947 c 164 18; 1937 
c 188 § 60; R . Supp. 1947 § 6312-60; 21 c 108 § 
11; RRS § 637 

46.20.205 Cha ge of address or n e--Duty to 
notify department. henever any pers n after applying 
for or receiving a d ·ver's license s II move from the 
address named in sue application r in the license is
sued to him or when t e name of licensee is changed 
by marriage or otherwi such rson shall within ten 
days thereafter notify th depa ment in writing of his 
old and new addresses or o su former and new names 
and of the number of any cense then held by him. 
(1969 ex.s. c 170 § 13; 1965 .s. c 121 § 18.] 

Nonresidents--Suspension o revocation 
of licens Reporting convictions and tra 1c inf rac
tions. ( l). he privilege of driving a motor vehi e on the 
highwa s of this state given to a nonresident h eunder 
shall subject to suspension or revocation by e de
part ent in like manner and for like cause as a d ·ver's 
lice se issued hereunder may be suspended or revok . 

2) The department shall, upon receiving a recor of 
t, e conviction in this state of a nonresident driver of 

(1981 Ed.) 

otor vehicle of any offense under the motor vehic 
I s of this state, forward a report of such conviction o 
th motor vehicle administrator in the state wherein e 
per on so convicted is a resident. Such report s all 
clea y identify the person convicted; describe the '\I ola
tion cifying the section of the statute, code or ordi
nance violated; identify the court in which acti 
taken; nd indicate whether a plea of guilty or n 
was ent ed, or the conviction was a result of t 
ture of b ii, bond or other security. 

(3) Th department shall, upon receiving a record of 
the commi ion of a traffic infraction in this state by a 
nonresident river of a motor vehicle, forw rd a report 
of the traffi infraction to the motor vehicl administra
tor in the sta where the person who com itted the in
fraction resid . The report shall clear identify the 
person found t have committed the infr ction; describe 
the infraction, s cifying the section of e statute, code 
or ordinance viol ted; identify the cour. in which action 
was taken; and in icate whether the etermination that 
an infraction was ommitted was co tested or whether 
the individual faile to respond to e notice of inf rac
tion. (1979 ex.s. c 13 § 57; 1965 e .s. c 121 § 21.] 

46.20.220 Unlawful r nting of vehicle to unlicensed 
person-Rental record. (1) t shall be unlawful for 
any person to rent a motor ve icle of any kind including 
a motorcycle to any other p on unless the latter person 
is then duly licensed as a v icle driver for the kind of 
motor vehicle being rented m this state or, in case of a 
nonresident, then that he · du licensed as a driver un
der the laws of the state r co try of his residence ex
cept a nonresident whos home s ate or country does not 
require that a motor ve icle drive be licensed; 

(2) It shall be unlaw. ul for any erson to rent a motor 
vehicle to another pe on until he as inspected the ve
hicle driver's license f such other p rson and compared 
and verified the sig ature thereon w1 h the signature of 
such other person ritten in his prese e; 

(3) Every pers renting a motor v hicle to another 
person shall keep a record of the vehicl license number 
of the motor ve cle so rented, the name and addre~s of 
the person to horn the motor vehicle · s rented, the 
number of the chicle driver's license of th person rent
ing the vehic and the date and place whe and where 
such vehicle driver's license was issued. ch record 
shall be op to inspection by any police offi r or any
one acting or the director. (1969 c 27 § I. Pri r: 1967 c 
232 § 9; 67 c 32 § 28; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.2 ; prior: 
1937 c 1 8 § 63; RRS § 6312-63.] 

.270 Conviction of mandatory license suspe 
ocation offense--Procedure--Court to 
records of convictions or traffic infraction 

Ter defined. ( 1) Whenever any person is convicted f 
an offense for which this title makes mandatory th 
s spension or revocation of the driver's license of such 
erson by the department, the privilege of the person to 

I 

(Title 46 RCW-p 59) 
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as indicate a disrespect for traffic laws or a disrega 
for he safety of other persons on the highways; 

( Is incompetent to driv~ a motor vehicle for an of 
the r asons enumerated in subsections (4), (5) and ( of 
RC 46.20.031; 

(e) as committed one of the prohibited practi es re
lating t drivers' licenses defined in RCW 46. 0.336. 
(1980 c 28 § 12; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 25.) 

Effective ate--Se,erability-1980 c 128: See not following 
RCW 46.63. 60. 
Negligent ho "cidc by motor vehicle, penalty: RCW 46. 
Reckless drivin , suspension of license: RCW 46.61.500. 

46.20.292 uspension, revocation, or estriction of 
driver's licens Finding of juvenile co t officer. The 
department ma suspend, revoke, restri , or condition 
any driver's lice se upon a showing of its records that 
the· licensee has een found by a juv nile court, chief 

. probation officer, r any other duly au horized officer of 
a juvenile court to ave committed a offense or offen
ses which under Ti e 46 RCW con titutes grounds for 
said action. [ 1979 c 1 § 8; 1967 c 67 § 9.) 

46.20.293 Record traffic c arges of minors to be 
Aut rity of department to 

furnish other requested service to court, parents, or 
guardians. The departme t is uthorized to provide ju
venile courts with the d par ment's record of traffic 
charges compiled under C 46.52.100 and *13.04-
.278, against any minor up n the request of any state 
juvenile court or duly auth ·zed officer of any juvenile 
court of this state. Further th department is authorized 
to provide any juvenile rt ith any requested service 
which the department c reas nably perform which is 
not inconsistent with it legal a thority which substan
tially aids juvenile cou ts in han ling traffic cases and 
which promotes highw y safety. 

The department is uthorized to urnish to the parent, 
parents, or guardian of any person nder eighteen years 
of age who is not mancipated fro such parent, par
ents, or guardian the department ecords of traffic 
charges compiled against said person and shall collect 
for said copy a ee of one dollar and 1fty cents to be 
deposited in th highway safety fund. 1979 c 61 § 9; 
1977 ex.s. c 3 2; 1971 ex.s. c 292 § ; 1969 ex.s. c 
170 § 14; 196 C 167 § 10.) 

•Re,iser's no : RCW 13.04.278 has been recodi I d as RCW 13-
.50.200 under t e authority of 1979 c 155 § 12. 

SewerabilitY, 1971 ex.s. c 292: See note 
26.28.010. 

0 Suspension, etc., for extraterrit ial con
victions The director of licensing may suspend, revoke, 
or can el the vehicle driver's license of any res1 ent of 
this st te upon receiving notice of the conviction such 
perso in another state of an offense therein wh h, if 
com itted in this state, would be ground for the su en
sio or revocation of the vehicle driver's license. Th di
re tor may further, upon receiving a record of he 
c nviction in this state of a nonresident driver of a mo 

hicle of any offense under the motor vehicle laws 

is state, forward a certified copy of such record to e 
m or vehicle administrator in the state of whic the 
pers so convicted is a resident; such record to onsist 
of a c y of the judgment and sentence in e case. · 
(1979 C 8 § 150; 1967 C 32 § 29; 1961 C 2 § 46.20-
.300. Prior. 957 c 273 § 8; prior: 1937 c 8 § 66, part; 
RRS § 6312 6, part; 1923 c 122 § 1, rt; 1921 c 108 
§ 9, part; RRS 6371, part.] 

46.20.305 Reex ination be required-Cer-
tificate of licensee's c ditio Action by department. 
The department, having oo cause to believe that a li
censed driver is incompet or otherwise not qualified 
to be licensed may upon ot1 e require him to submit to 
an examination. The d artme may in addition require 
such person to obtai a certificat showing his condition 
signed by a license physician or o er proper authority 
designated by t department. Upo the conclusion of 
such examinaf n the department shal take driver im
provement a ion as may be appropriate nd may sus
pend or re ke the license of such person o ermit him 
to retai such license, or may issue a license ubject to 
restric ·ons as permitted under RCW 46.20. . The 
dep ment may suspend or revoke the license o such 
pe on who refuses or neglects to submit to such ex i-

tion. (1965 ex.s. c 121 § 26.) 

46.20.308 Implied consent-· -Revocation, etc., for 
refusal to submit to chemical tests to determine alcoholic 
content of blood. ( 1) Any person who operates a motor 
vehicle upon the public highways of this state shall be 
deemed to have given consent, subject to the provisions 
of RCW 46.61.506, to a chemical test or tests of his 
breath or blood for the purpose of determining the alco
holic content of his blood if arrested for any offense 
where, at the time of the arrest, the arresting officer has 
reasonable grounds to believe the person had been driv
ing or was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. The test 
or tests shall be administered at the direction of a law 
enforcement officer having reasonable grounds to believe 
the person to have been driving or in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle upon the public highways of 
this state while under the influence of intoxicating Ii~ 
quor. Such officer s~all inform the person of his right to 
ref use the test, and of his right to have additional tests 
administered by any qualified person of his choosing as 
provided in RCW 46.61.506. The officer shall warn the 
driver that his privilege to drive will be revoked or de
nied if he refuses to submit to the test. Unless the person 
to be tested is unconscious, the chemical test adminis
tered shall be of his breath only: Provided, That if an 
individual is under arrest for the crime of negligent ho
micide by motor vehicle as provided in RCW 46.61.520, 
or if an individual is under arrest for the crime of driv
ing while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
drugs as provided in RCW 46.61.502, which arrest re
sults from an accident in which another person has been 
injured and there is a reasonable likelihood that such 
other person may die as a result of injuries sustained in 
the accident, a breath or blood test may be administered 

rritle 46 RCW-p 61) 
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without the consent of the individual so arrested. In such 
circumstances, the provisions of subsections (2) through 
(6) of this section shall not apply. 

(2) Any person who is dead, unconscious, or who is 
otherwise in a condition rendering him incapable of re
fusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the con
sent provided by subsection (1) of this section and the 
test or tests may be administered, subject to the provi
sions of RCW 46.61.506. 

(3) If, following his arrest, the person arrested refuses 
upon the request of a law enforcement officer to submit 
to a chemical test of his breath, after being informed 
that his refusal will result in the revocation or denial of 
his privilege to drive, no test shall be given. The depart
ment of licensing, upon the receipt of a sworn report of 
the law enforcement officer that he had reasonable 
grounds to believe the arrested person had been driving 
or was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of this state while under the influ
ence of intoxicating liquor and that the person had re
fused to submit to the test upon the request of the law 
enforcement officer after being informed that such re
fusal would result in the revocation or denial of his priv
ilege to drive, shall revoke his license or permit to drive 
or any nonresident operating privilege. If the person is a 
resident without a license or permit to operate a motor 
vehicle in this state, the department shall deny to the 
person the issuance of a license or permit for a period of 
six months after the date of the alleged violation, subject 
to review as hereinafter provided. 

( Upon revoking the license or permit to drive or t 
nonr ident operating privilege of any person, or u n 
determ ing that the issuance of a license or permit all 
be denie to the person, as hereinbefore in this ection 
directed, t e department shall immediately n ify the 
person invol d in writing by personal service r by reg
istered or cert° 1ed mail of its decision and he grounds 
therefor, and o his right to a hearing, pecifying the 
steps he must tak to obtain a hearing. e person upon 
receiving such notic may, in writing d within ten days 
therefrom request a ormal heari . Upon receipt of 
such request, the depa ment shal afford him an oppor
tunity for a hearing as p ovided n RCW 46.20.329 and 
46.20.332. The scope of su h aring for the purposes of 
this section shall cover the sues of whether a law en
forcement officer had reas n le grounds to believe the 
person had been driving was actual physical control 
of a motor vehicle upo the publi -highways of this state 
while under the influ nee of intoxi ting liquor, whether 
the person was pl ed under arrest nd whether he re
fused to submit the test upon req st of the officer 
after having b n informed that such r usal would re
sult in the re ocation or denial of his pri ·1ege to drive. 
The depart ent shall order that the revocafon or deter
mination at there should be a denial of issu nee either 
be resc· ded or sustained. Any decision by th depart
ment evoking a person's driving privilege shall b stayed 
and hall not take effect while a formal hearing is end
i as herein provided or during the pendency of a b-
equent appeal to superior court: Provided, That t ·s 

(Title 46 RCW-p 62) 

tay shall be effective only so long as there is no convi 
t n for a moving violation or no finding that the pers n 
h committed a traffic infraction which is a moving vi
ola ion during pendency of the hearing and appeal. 

( ) If the revocation or determination that here 
shou be a denial of issuance is sustained after ch a 
heari , the person whose license, privilege, or p mit is 
so an ted shall have the right to file a petitio in the 
superio court of the county wherein he reside or, if a 
nonresi nt of this state, where the charge ar se, to re
view the mal order of revocation or denial y the de-
partment the manner provided in RCW 4 .20.334. 

(6) Wh it has been finally determine under the 
procedures f this section that a nonresid t's privilege 
to operate a otor vehicle in this state has een revoked, 
the departme t shall give information i writing of the 
action taken t the motor vehicle adm· istrator of the 
state of the per on's residence and of a y state in which 
he has a license. [ 1981 c 260 § 11. ior: 1979 ex.s. c 
176 § 3; 1979 ex .. c 136 § 59; 1979 158 § 151; 1975 
1st ex.s. c 287 § 4, 1969 c 1 § 1 (lni ative Measure No. 
242 § l).] 

following RCW 

Severability--1969 c 1: e RCW 6.20.911. 
Liability of medical personnel ithdr ing blood: RCW 46.61.508. 

46.20.311 Duration of spension or revocation
Conditions for reissuance renewal. (1) The depart
ment shall not suspend a r .ver's license or privilege to 
drive a motor vehicle on e blic highways for a fixed 
period of more than one ear, xcept as permitted under 
RCW 46.20.342. When ver th license of any person is 
suspended by reason f a conv tion, a finding that a 
traffic infraction has been com itted, or pursuant to 
RCW 46.20.29 l, sue suspension hall remain in effect 
and the department shall not issu to such person any 
new or renewal of icense until sue person shall pay a 
reinstatement fee of ten dollars a d shall give and 
thereafter maint n proof of financia responsibility for 
the future as pro ided in chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(2) Any pers n whose license or pri ilege to drive a 
motor vehicle n the public highways h been revoked 
shall not be e titled to have such license r privilege re
newed or res ored unless the revocation w s for a cause 
which has b en removed, except that after t e expiration 
of six moot s in cases of revocation for ref us l to submit 
to a chem·cal test under the provisions of R W 46.20-
.308 as n w or hereafter amended, and in all her revo
cation c ses after the expiration of one year rom the 
date o which the revoked license was surren ered to 
and re eived by the department, such person ma make 
appli tion for a new license as provided by law to ether 
with n additional fee in the amount of ten dollar . but 
the epartment shall not then issue a new license u less 
it · satisfied after investigation of the driving abilit of 
s_'! h person that it will be safe to grant the privilege of 
_sfriving a motor vehicle on the public highways, and un ·1 
such person shall give and thereafter maintain proof o · 

·( 1981 Ed.) 
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·rector or a person authorized by him to make final d/ 
cis· ns regarding the issuance, denial, suspension, or fe
voc ion of licenses the director, or a perso so 
autho ·zed shall review the records, evidence, a tl the 
finding after a formal hearing, and shall rende a deci
sion sust "ning, modifying, or reversing the or r of sus
pension or evocation or the refusal to grant, r renew a 
license or t order imposing terms or cond" ions of pro
bation, or m set aside the prior action f the depart
ment and may direct that probation be granted to the 
applicant or lice ee ~nd in such case ay fix the terms 
and conditions of he ·probation. [ 19 2 ex.s. c 29 § 3; 
1965 ex.s. c 121 § .) 

46.20.335 robation in lieu of suspe ion or revoca-
tion. Whenev r by any provision of this c pter the de
partment s discretionary authority to uspend or 
revoke th privilege of a person to operate a otor vehi
cle, the epartment may in lieu of a suspensio or revo
cation ace the person on probation, the terms o which 
may · elude a suspension as a condition of pro tion, 
and pon such other reasonable terms and conditio as 
sh I be deemed by the department to be appropria: e. 

965 ex.s. c 121 § 40.) 

46.20.336 Violations--Penalty. It is a misde
meanor for any person: 

(I) To display or cause or permit to be displayed or 
have in his possession any canceled, revoked, suspended, 
fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or 
identicard; 

(2) To lend his driver's license or identicard to any 
other person or knowingly permit the use thereof by 
another; 

(3) To display or represent as one's own any driver's 
license or identicard not issued to him; 

(4) Wilfully to fail or refuse to surrender to the de
partment upon its lawful demand any driver's license or 
identicard which has been suspended, revoked or 
canceled; 

(5) To use a false or fictitious name in any application 
for a driver's licen~e or identicard or to knowingly make 
a false statement or to knowingly conceal a material fact 
or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application; 

(6) To permit any unlawful use of a driver's license or 
identicard issued to him. ( 1981 c 92 § I; 1965 ex.s. c 
121 § 41.) 

Rules" of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

(1981 Ed.) 

46.20.342 DrMng while license suspended or re
voked--Penalty--Extension of suspension or revo
cation period. (I) Any person who drives a motor vehicle 
on any public highway of this state at a time when his 
privilege so to do is suspended or revoked in this or any 
other state or when his policy of insurance or bond, 
when required under this chapter, shall have been can
celed or terminated, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor: 
Provided, That the offenses described in RCW 46.20-
.021 and 46.20.190, as now or hereafter amended, are 
lesser included offenses within the offense described by 
this section. Upon the first conviction therefor, he shall 
be punished by imprisonment for not less than ten days 
nor more than six months. Upon the second such con
viction therefor, he shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not less than ninety days nor more than one year. 
Upon the third such conviction therefor, he shall. be 
punished by imprisonment for one year. There may also 
be imposed in connection with each such conviction a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

The department upon receiving a record of 
viction any person or upon receiving an order any 
juvenile co t or any duly authorized court of er of the 
conviction o ny juvenile under this 10n upon a 
charge of driving vehicle while the · ense of such per
son is under suspens shall ex the period of such 
suspension for an addit1 al · e period and if the con
viction was upon a char o riving while a license was 
revoked the depart shall n issue a new license for 
an additional pe · of one year fr and after the date 
such person uld otherwise have bee ntitled to apply 
for a n icense. (1980 c 148 § 3. Prio . 1979 ex.s. c 
136 62; 1979 ex.s. c 74 § l; 1969 c 27 § 2; ·or: 1967 

.s. c 145 § 52; 1967 c 167 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 12 43.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory app 
ance----JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date--1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090. 
Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.20.343 Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor child 
or ward to drive. No person shall cause or knowingly 
permit his child or ward under the age of eighteen years 
to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway when such 
minor is not authorized hereunder or in violation of any 
of the provisions of this chapter. (1965 ex.s. c 121 § 44.) 

46.20.344 Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to 
drive. -No person shall authorize and knowingly permit a 
motor vehicle owned by him or under his control to be 

· driven upon any highway by any person who is not 
authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the provi
sions of this chapter. (1965 ex.s. c 121 § 45.) 

(Title 46 RCW-p 651 
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46.20.420 Operation of motor \'ehicle under other li
cense or permit prohibited while license is suspended or 
re"oked. Any resident or nonresident whose driver's li
cense or right or privilege to operate a motor vehicle in 
this state has been suspended or revoked as provided in 
this title shall not operate a motor vehicle in this state 
under a license, permit or registration certificate issued 
by any other jurisdiction or otherwise during such sus
pension or after such revocation until a new license is 
obtained when and as permitted under this chapter. 
(1967 C 32 § 35; 1961 C 134 § 2.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 209. 

46.20.430 Stopping or \'ehicle registered to person 
whose dri\'er's license has been suspended or re\'oked 
authorized--Display of license. Any police officer who 
has received notice of the suspension or revocation of a 
driver's license from the department of licensing, may, 
during the reported period of such suspension or revoca
tion, stop any motor vehicle identified by its vehicle li
cense number as being registered to the person whose 
driver's license has been suspended or revoked. The 
driver of such vehicle shall display his driver's license 
upon request of the police officer. (1979 c 158 § 152; 
1965 ex.s. c 170 § 47.) 

46.20.440 Operation of \'ehicles requmng special 
skills-Additional examination and special license en
dorsement required--Exemption--lnstruction per
mit, fee. It is unlawful for a person to operate upon the 
public highway any motor-iruck, truck-'tractor, school 
bus, auto stage, for hire vehicle, or private carrier bus as 
defined by RCW 46.04.310, 46.04.650, 46.04.521, 46-
.04.050, 46.04. I 90, and 46.04.416 respectively, found by 
the director to require special operating skills as hereaf
ter provided, unless the driver has successfully completed 
an examination, in addition to the examinations in RCW 
46.20.130, demonstrating the ability of the driver to op
erate and maneuver the vehicle or vehicles upon the 
public highway in a manner not to jeopardize the safety 
of persons or property: Provided, That this requirement 
does not apply to any person hauling farm commodities 
from the farm to the processing plant or shipping point, 
not to exceed a radius of fifty miles from the farm. 

The director may issue an instruction permit to an 
applicant for a period not to exceed one hundred eighty 
days. This instruction permit may be renewed for one 
. additional one hundred eighty-day period. The director 
shall collect a two dollars and fifty cent fee for the in
struction permit or renewal, and the fee shall be depos
ited in the highway safety fund. 

The director shall upon completion of such tests spe
cially endorse the driver's license of the applicant to in
dicate the type of vehicle qualifications met. [ 1980 c 114 
§ I; 1971 ex.s. c 126 § l; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 4; 1969 ex.s. 
c 68 § I; 1967 ex.s. c 20 § I.] 

Effecti,e date--1967 ex.s. c 20: "Sections I, 3, and 4 of this 
amendatory act shall be effective January I, 1968." (1967 ex.s. c 20 § 
S.) 

(1981 Ed.) 

Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers of for hire vehicles: RCW 
46.20.045. 

Operation or \'ehicles requmng speci 
skil -· -Rules and regulations-Public hearings o 
adop . The director shall, pursuant to chapter 3 04 
RC hold public hearings to adopt rules and re la
tions a d standards and specifications pertaining to 

(I) determination of what types of vehicles r uire 
special ills for the operation thereof, taking in o con
sideratio the extent to which a special know dge of 
traffic la pertaining to the type of vehicle a d a spe
cial ability to maneuver such vehicles is nee ssary for 
the safe ope ation of the vehicle both alone d in rela
tionship to o er types of vehicles on the roa ; 

(2) . The e ablishment of reasonable assifications 
within one velf cle category or among sev al categories 
for the purpos of either requiring or t requiring a 
special skill test; 

(3) The estabh hment of the type o examinations to 
be given, taking i to consideration th certain categor
ies of equipment ay require a re comprehensive 
testing than others. The director ay, however, allow 
the substitution of training co rse or examination 
given by common car · ers or other: persons in lieu of the 
department's examinat on, if it eets the standards re
quired by the departme t. (1967 ex.s. c 20 § 2.) 

EffectiYe date--1967 ex 
46.20.440. 

: See note following RCW 

46.20.460 Operation o vehicles requmng special 
skills-Wai\'er or requir ents. The director may in 
lieu of the special examin tio required in RCW 46.20-
.440 waive the requireme t as o: 

( 1) Any person who i engag d in driving on the pub
lic highways a vehicle r vehicl classified pursuant to 
RCW 46.20.450; if 

(a) His employer ertifies that the applicant is well 
qualified by previo driving expe ·ence to operate the 
type of vehicle or ehicles covere by the special en
dorsement for whi he has applied; r 

(b) A self-em oyed driver who ha been engaged in 
driving a vehicl or vehicles for a mim um of one year 
on the public ighways and has pass a department 
approved driv traihing course or exa ination and/or 
his driving r ord on file with the depart ent indicates 
that he is a f e and careful driver; 

(c) Wher: by contract, written or implie a labor un
ion is requ·red upon notice to furnish qualifi d and com
petent ivers, the department may a cept the 
certifica on of the dispatching union officia that the 
driver i qualified and competent to drive the 
equip ent. 

(2) Any driver who cannot qualify under su ection 
( l ) this section; if 

( ) His employer certifies that he has satisfac orily 
co pleted a training course given by his employer ich 
c rse has been approved by the director; or 

(b) He is a self-employed person who furnishes a c r
ificate that he has satisfactorily completed a course th t 

I 
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ut tr.,: C:epanr.,ent shall not then issue a new licen 
I~ :: is ~ti.-fied after investigation of the drivi g 

a _·1!tJ ,/ such person that it will be safe to grant he 
pn ileg~ of driving a motor vehicle on the public gh
wa) . and until such person shall give and ther fter 
main ir, proof of financial responsibility for the uture 
as pr ·ided in chapter 46.29 RCW. A resident wi out a 
license . permit whose license or permit was de ied un
der RC ' 46.20.308(3) shall give and thereaf r main
tain pr<.( of financial responsibility for the uture as 
provided i chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(3) Wbe ever the driver's license of any p on is sus
pended purs ant to Article IV of the nonr ident viola
tors compact or RCW 46.23.020, the su ension shall 
remain in eff t and the department sha not issue to 
the per!xm any new or renewal license til the person 
shall pay a rein atement fee of twenty ollars. [ 1982 c 
212 § 5; 1981 c I § I; 1979 ex.s. c I § 60; 1973 1st 
ex.s. c 36 § I; 19 c I § 2 (Initiative easure No. 242 
§ 2); 1967 c 167 § ; 1965 ex.s. c 12 § 27.] 

46.20.329 Formal h aring Time and place--
Notice-Sta,· of sus nsio or revocation pending 
hearing or subs~uent app al Exception--Director 
or appointee to conduct h a ng. Upon receiving a re
quest for a formal hearing provided in RCW 46.20-
.328, the department shal ix a time and place for 
hearing as early as may be r nged in the county where 
the applicant or licensee r side , and shall give ten days' 
notice of the hearing to e ap icant or licensee, except 
that the hearing may be et for a different place with the 
concurrence of the ap icant or ·censee and the period 
of notice may be waiv d. 

Any decision by t department uspending or revok
ing a person's drivi privilege shal be stayed and shall 
not take effect w le a formal hea ing is pending as 
herein provided or during the penden of a subsequent 
appeal to superio court: Provided, TH t this stay shall 
be effective onl)l so long as there is n conviction of a 
moving violatio or a finding that the p rson has com
mitted a traffi infraction which is a m ving violation 
during pende cy of hearing and appeal: rovided fur
ther, That n thing in this section shall be onstrued as 
prohibiting e department from seeking an der setting 
aside the ay during the pendency of sue appeal in 
those cas where the action of the departme ~-s based 
upon ph)l ical or mental incapacity, or a failu to suc
cessful! complete an examination required by this 
chapter 

A f rmal hearing shall be conducted by the ector 
or by person or persons appointed by the director from 
amo g the employees of the department. [ 1982 c 1 9 § 
4; I 81 c 67 § 28; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 61; 1972 ex.s. 29 
§ ; 1965 ex.s. c.121 § 36.) 

ffective date--1982 c 189: See note following RCW 34.12.020. 
Effective dates--Se,·erabilit)'-1981 c 67: See notes following,, 

RCW 34.12.010. - 11 

(1982 RCW Supi-,page 386I 

ffective date---...",everability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes £ 
·ng RCW 46.63.010. 

Director's designees to preside over 
ings. he director may appoint a dcsignec. or des· nees, 
to pres'de over hearings in contested cases whi h may 
result in the denial, restriction, suspension, or r ocation 
of a driv 's license or driving privilege, or in he impo
sition of r uirements to be met prior to iss nee or re
issuance of driver's license, under Title 4 RCW. The 
director may elegate to any such designe the author
ity to render t e final decision of the dep tment in such 
cases. Chapter 4.12 RCW shall not apP, to such cases. 
(1982 C 189 § 3. 

46.20.435 lmpo dment of vehi e for driver's license 
violations--Release, when--R es implementing. (I) 
Upon determining tha a perso is operating a motor 
vehicle without a vali driver' license in violation of 
RCW 46.20.021 or with lice se that has been expired 
for ninety days or more, o w· h a suspended or revoked 
license in violation of RC 46.20.342 or 46.20.420, a 
law enforcement officer m immediately impound the 
vehicle which the person i op rating. 

(2) If the driver of the vehi e is the owner of the ve
hicle, the department s all not release the vehicle im
pounded under subsec on (1) o this section until the 
owner of the vehicle: . 

(a) Establishes to he departmen that any penalties, 
fines, or forfeitures wed by the pers n driving the vehi
cle when it was i ounded have been atisfied; and 

(b) Pays to th person who impound d and stored the 
vehicle the reas nable costs of such im oundment and 
storage. 

(3) If the d iver of the vehicle is not the owner of the 
vehicle, the iver shall be responsible for a penalties, 
fines, or for eitures owed or due and for the sts of im
poundmen and storage. The vehicle shall be r leased to 
the owne upon proof of such ownership. 

(4) T e department shall adopt such rules as e nec
essary or the administration of this section. [ 198 c 8 § 
l.] 

Se· rability--1982 c 8: "If any provision of this act or its a Ji. 
cati to any person or circumstance is held invalid. the remainder of 
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circu -
st nces is not affected.• ( 1982 c 8 § 2.] 

46.20.500 Special endorsement for motorcycle oper
ator's license---Moped exception. No person may drive 
a motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle unless such person 
has a valid driver's license specially endorsed by the di
rector to enable the holder to drive such vehicles, nor 
may a person drive a motorcycle of a larger engine dis
placement than that authorized by such special endorse
ment or by an instruction permit for such category: 
Provided, That any person sixteen years of age or older, 
holding a valid driver's license of any class issued by the 
state of the person's residence, may operate a moped 
without taking any special examination for the operation 
of a moped. (1982 c 77 § I: 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 6; 1967 c 
232 § I.] 
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Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdule--JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability--1982 c 77: "If any provision of this act or its appli

cation to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circum
stances is not affected." (1982 c 77 § 10.) 
Mopeds 

operation and safely standards: RCW 46.61. 710, 46.61. 720. 
registration: RCW 46. 16.630. 

6.20.505 Special endorsement for motorcycle ope · 
ato 's license--Examination fee, amount and distri -
tion f. Every person applying for a special endorse nt 
or a ew category of endorsement of a driver's Ii nse 
author ing such person to drive a motorcycle or mo
tor-driv n cycle shall pay a motorcycle examina on fee 
which is ot refundable. The director of licensi g shall 
prescribe e examination fee at an amount eq I to the 
cost of ad inistering such examination, but i no event 
more than ur dollars for the initial or n category 
examination or more than two dollars for subsequent 
renewal exam ation. One dollar of the i itial or new 
category exam1 ation fee and one dollar of any subse
quent fee for a enewal shall be depos· ed in the mo
torcycle safety e cation account of th highway safety 
fund. [1982 c 77 § ; 1979 c 158 § 15 , 1967 ex.s. c 145 
§ 50.] 

46.20.510 Special e orseme t for motorcycle oper
ator's license--Catego es Instruction permits. (I) 
There shall be three cate rie for the special motorcy
cle endorsement of a driver icense. Category one shall 
be for motorcycles or motor riven cycles having an en
gine displacement of one h ed fifty cubic centimeters 

. or less. Category two shal be r motorcycles having an 
engine displacement of fi e bun red cubic centimeters or 
less. Category three sha include ategories one and two, 
and shall be for motor ycles havt g an engine displace
ment of five hundred ne cubic ce imeters or more. 

(2) A motorcycle dorsement iss ed prior to June 10, 
1982, is deemed to e for category ree. Thereafter, a 
person first seekin a motorcycle end rsement or a per
son seeking an en orsement to operate motorcycle with 
an engine displ cement of a higher c egory than the 
one covered b his or her existing en rsement, shall 
obtain an end rsement for the appropriat category pur
suant to RC 46.20.505 through 46.20.51 . 

(3) The epartment ·may issue an instru tion permit 
to an indiv· ual who wishes to learn to ride a otorcycle 
or obtain n endorsement of a larger endorse ent cate
gory. T s permit and a valid driver's license ith cur
rent en orsement, if any, shall be carried when o crating 
a mot rcycle. An individual with an instruction ermit 
may ot carry passengers, may not operate a moto cycle 
duri g the hours of darkness or on a fully con tr lied, 
Ii ted access facility, and shall be under the direc vi
s I supervision of a person with a motorcycle endo 

cnt of the appropriate category. [1982 c 77 § 3.) 

Se,erability--19112 c 77: Sec note following RCW 46.20.500. 

-.-_..._ ...... _,.,, _______ .,~ . . ' ~-··· 

Motorcycle endorsement examination-
basis. The motorcycle endorsement examination for,. 

eac displacement category shall emphasize maneuve 
nece sary for on-street operation, including emergen y 
brakt g and turning as may be required to avoid an · -
pen di collision. [ 1982 c 77 § 4.] 

0 Motorcycle operator training and educa
tion progr m--Advisory committee. ( 1) The director 
of licensin shall use moneys designated for the mo
torcycle sa~ ty education account of the high ay safety 
fund to imp ment by July 1, 1983, a vol ntary mo
torcycle oper tor training and education p gram. The 
director may c ntract with public and priv e entities to 
implement this rogram. 

(2) There is reated a motorcycle s ety education 
advisory committ e to assist the directo of licensing in 
the development a motorcycle opera or training edu
cation program. T e committee shall onitor this pro
gram following i plementation a d report to the 
director of licensing s necessary wi recommendations 
including, but not lim ted to, admin· tration, application, 
and substance of the otorcycle perator training and 
education program. 

The committee shal consist of five members ap
pointed by the director licen ing. Three members of 
the committee, one of w om all be appointed chair
man, shall be active moto ye e riders. The term of ap
pointment shall be deter i ed by the director. The 
committee shall meet at the all of the director and shall 
receive no compensation fo heir services but shall be 
reimbursed their travel ex en s while engaged in busi
ness of the committee in cco ance with RCW 43.03-
.050 and 43.03.060 a now existing or hereafter 
amended . 

(3) The director of censing s 11 submit a proposed 
motorcycle operator t aining and ducation program to 
the legislative transp rtation com ·uee for review and 
approval on or be for April 1, 1983. 1982 c 77 § 5.] 

Sections 
46.23.010 
46.23.020 
46.23.030 
46.23.040 

Chapter 46.23 
SIDENT VIOLATOR CO 

ompact established--Provisions. 
eciprocal agreements authorized--Pro "sions. 

Progress reports. 
Review of agreement by legislative transport tion 

committee. 
Rules. 

Compact established--Provision 
nonr ident violator compact, hereinafter called "the 
co act," is hereby established in the form substan ·ally 
as ollows, and the Washington state department o li
ce sing is authorized to enter into such compact with II 
o er jurisdictions legally joining therein: 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 3871 

. _.-, 
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.29.570 Owner may give proof for others. The 
owne of a motor vehicle may give proof of financial re
sponsib "ty on behalf of his employee or a member of 
his imm · ate family or household in lieu of the fur
nishing of oof by any said person. The furnishing of 
such proof sit I permit such person to operate only a 
motor vehicle ered by such proof. The department 
shall endorse appr riate restrictions on the license held 
by such person, or y issue a new license containing 
such restrictions. [196 169 § 57.) 

46.29.580 Substitution f proof. The department 
shall consent to the cancellat1 of any bond or certifi
cate of insurance or the depart nt shall direct and the 
state treasurer shall return any ney or securities to 
the person entitled thereto upon the bstitution and ac
ceptance of other adequate proof of ancial responsi-
bility pursuant to this chapter. [ 1963 c 1 § 58.) 

46.29.590 Other proof may be required. henever 
any proof of financial responsibility filed under e pro
visions of this chapter no longer fulfills the purpos for 
which required, the department shall, for the purpos of· 
this chapter, require other proof as required by th1 
chapter and shall suspend the license and registration 
pending the filing of such other proof. [ 1963 c 169 § 
59.) 

46.29.600 Duration of proof--When proof may be 
canceled or returned. (1) The department shall upon re
quest consent to the immediate cancellation of any hon 
or certificate of insurance, or the department shall dir ct 
and the.state treasurer shall return to the person en · led 
thereto any money or securities deposited pur's nt to 
this chapter as proof of financial responsibilit , or the 
department shall waive the requirement of fi ng proof, 
in any of the following events: 

(a) At any time after three years fro he date such 
proof was required when, during the t ee-year period 
preceding the request, the departme has not received 
record of a conviction, forfeiture of ail, or finding that 
a traffic infraction has been com tted which would re
quire or permit the suspension r revocation of the li
cense of the person by or fi whom such proof was 
furnished; or 

(b) In the event of the eath of the person on whose 
behalf such proof was fi d or the permanent incapacity 
of such person to oper e a motor vehicle; or 

(c) In the event t e person who has given proof sur
renders his license o the department; 

(2) Provided, owever, that the department shall not 
consent to the ancellation of any bond or the return of 
any money r securities in the event any action for 
damages on a liability covered by such proof is then 
pending r any judgment upon any such liability is then 
unsati 1ed, or in the event the person who has filed such 
hon or deposited such money or securities has within 
on year immediately preceding such request been in
l lved as a driver or owner in any motor vehicle accident 
resulting in injury or damage to the person or property 

[Title 46 RCW-p 80) 

of others. An affidavit of the applicant as to the non -
istence of such facts, or that he has been released ~m 
all of his liability, or has been finally adjudicated ot to 
be liable, for such injury or damage, shall be s ficient 
evidence thereof in the absence of evidence t the con
trary in the records of the department. 

(3) Whenever any person whose proof as been can
celed or returned under subdivision ( 1 )( of this section . 
applies for a license within a period o hree years from 
the date proof was originally require , any such applica
tion shall be refused unless the a licant shall reestab
lish such proof for the remain r of such three-year 
period. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 66; 63 c 169 § 60.] 

Effective date--Severability 
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

OF THIS CHAPTER 

46.29.605 Sus ension of registration, notice 
Surrender of lie se plates--Penalties. ( 1) Whe ever 
the involveme in a motor vehicle accident in th· state 
results in th driving privilege of a person be" g sus
pended for ailure to pay a judgment or deposi security, 
the depa ment shall suspend the Washingt registra
tion of e motor vehicle if the person drivin at the time 
of th accident was also the registered ow er of the mo
or chicle. 

2) A notice of suspension shall b mailed by first 
las mail to the owner's last known dress of record in 

the d artment and shall be effec ve notwithstanding 
the own 's failure to receive the n tice. 

(3) Upo suspension of the re · tration of a motor ve
hicle, the re · tered owner shal surrender all vehicle li
cense plates r istered to the vehicle. The department 
shall destroy the icense pla s and, upon reinstatement 
of the registration, hall is e new vehicle license plates 
as provided in RCW 6.1 .270. 

(4) Failure to surre r license plates under subsec-
tion (3) of this section 1s misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for no ess t an one day nor more than 
five days and by a ne of no ess than fifty dollars nor 
more than two hu red fifty do rs. 

(5) No vehicl license plates o certificate of owner
ship or registr 100 for a motor ve · cle may be issued 
and no vehicl license may be renewe \.during the time 
the registrat' n of the motor vehicle is su5nded. 

(6) Any erson who operates a vehicle ·n this state 
while the egistration of the vehicle is suspen ed is guilty 
of a gr ss misdemeanor and upon convictio~hereof 
shall b imprisoned for not less than two days no more 
than !Ve days and fined not less than one hundre 'Qol
lars nor more than five hundred dollars. [ 1981 c 309 § 
6. 

46.29.610 Surrender of license--Penalty. (I) Any 
person whose license shall have been suspended under 
any provision of this chapter, or whose policy of insur
ance or bond, when required under this chapter, shall 
have been canceled or terminated, shall immediately re
turn his license to the department. If any person shall 
fail to return to the department the license as provided 

(1981 Ed.) 
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herein, the department shall forthwith direct any peace 
officer to secure possession thereof and to return the 
same to the department. 

(2) Any person wilfully failing to return [a] license as 
required in paragraph (I) of this section shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. [ I 963 c 169 § 61.] 

Rules of ~ourt: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 

Rules ourt: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandato 
ce-JCrR 2.09. 

46.29.625 Driving when license suspended or revoked 
until proof of ability to respond in damages fur
nished--Penalty. Any person whose driver's license or 
other privilege to operate a motor vehicle has been sus
pended or revoked and restoration thereof or issuance of 
a new license is contingent upon the furnishing of proof 
of ability to respond in damages and who in the absence 
of full authorization from the director, drives a motor 
vehicle upon any highway shall be punished by impris
onment for not less than ten days nor more than six 
months and there may be imposed in addition thereto a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. [ 1969 ex.s. c 
281 § 21.) 

Rules of ~urt: Bail in traflic offense cases-Mandatory appear-
ance-JCrR 2.09. · 

Revoked license not to be renewed or restored until proof of financial 
responsibility given: RCW 46.20.31 I. 

CELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Self-insurers. (1) Any person m whose 
name more ban twenty-five vehicles are egistered in 
this state ma 9.ualify as a self-insurer y obtaining a 
certificate of sel insurance issued by e department as 
provided in subsec · n (2) of this se on. 

(2) The departme t may, in i discretion, upon the 
application of such a rson, i ue a certificate of self
insurance when it is sat fie that such person is pos
sessed and will continue to e possessed of ability to pay 
judgment obtained agai t su person. Such certificate 
may be issued author· ing a p on to act as a self-in
surer for either pr perty damag or bodily injury, or 
both. 

(3) Upon n less than five days' no ·ce and a hearing 
pursuant to uch notice, the department ay upon rea~ 
sonable ounds cancel a certificate of s f-insurance. 
Failure o pay any judgment within thirty · ays after 
such · dgment shall have become final shall co titute a 
re onable ground for the cancellation of a certi I te of 

If-insurance. [1963 c 169 § 63.) 

(1981 Ed.) 
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46.29.640 Chapter not to prevent other proces :' 
N bing in this chapter shall be construed as preventi g 
the laintiff in any action at law from relying for re ef 
upo the other processes provided by law. [1963 c 1 9 § 
64.) 

46.2 .900 Construction--1963 c 169. RC 46-
.29.010 hrough 46.29.640 shall be codified as single 
chapter the Revised Code of Washington. W 46-
.29._0I0 t ough 46.29.050 shall be captioned • DMIN
ISTRATI N." RCW 46.29.060 through 46.2 .240 shall 
be caption d "SECURITY FOLLOWI G ACCI
DENT." R W 46.29.250 through 46.29. 0 shall be . 
captioned •p OOF OF FINANCIAL RE PONSIBIL
ITY FOR T E FUTURE." RCW 46.2 .610 through 
46.29.620 shal be captioned "VIOLA TI NS OF THIS 
CHAPTER.• CW 46.29.630 through 46.29.640 shall 
be · captioned " ISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO FINANCIAL RE ONSIBILITY." 
Such captions an subsection headin s, as used in this 
chapter, do not co titute any part f the law. [1963 c 
169 § 67.) 

Reviser's note: Chapter 169, L w of 1963 also amended RCW 46-
.S2.130 and 46.S2.140. 

46.29.920 Repeals an ving. Sections 46.24.010 
through 46.24.910 and s cti s 46.28.010 through 46-
.28.200, chapter 12, La s of l 61 and RCW 46.24.010 
through 46.24.910 and CW .28.010 through 46.28-
.200 are each repealed 

Such repeals shall ot be con rued as affecting any 
existing right acquir ci under the tatutes repealed, nor 
as affecting any pr. eeding instil ted thereunder, nor 
ariy rule, regulatio or order pro lgated thereunder, 
nor any administr tive action taken ereunder. [1963 c 
169 § 69.) 

Sections 

Chapter 46.32 
VEHICLE INSPECTION 

46.32.010 nspection authorized--Stations-D ties of state 
patrol-Penalties. 

Rules and regulations-Local stations to con
form-Supplies-Assistants. 

Acquisition of property. 
Frequency of inspection-Inspection free. 
Prohibited practices-Penalty. 
Moving defective vehicle unlawful-lmpoiln ·ng 
authorized. 

Inspection of damaged vehicle. 

6.32.0 IO Inspection authorized--Stations 
D ties of state patrol--Penalties. The chief of he 

ashington state patrol is hereby empowered to cons i
ute, erect, operate, and maintain, throughout the sta 
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E tive date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See note 
mg RCW 46.63.010. 

46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful--lm
pounding authorized. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to operate or move, or for any owner to cause or permit 
to be operated or moved upon any public highway, any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles, which is not at all 
times equipped in the manner required by this title, or 
the equipment of which is not in a proper condition and 
adjustment as required by this title. 

Any vehicle operating upon the public highways of 
this state and at any time found to be defective in 
equipment in such a manner that it may be considered 
unsafe shall be an unlawful vehicle and may be pre
vented from further operation until such equipment de
fect is corrected and any peace officer is empowered to 
impound such vehicle until the same has been placed in 
a condition satisfactory to vehicle inspection. The neces
sary cost of impounding any such unlawful vehicle and 
any cost for the storage and keeping thereof shall be 
paid by the owner thereof. The impounding of any such 
vehicle shall be in addition to any penalties for such un
lawful operation. 

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to 
prevent the operation of any such defective vehicle to a 
place for correction of equipment defect in the manner 
directed by any peace officer or representative of the 
state commission on equipment. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.32.060. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 12; RRS § 6360-12.) 

46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. In the 
event that any vehicle shall become damaged in such a 
manner that such vehicle shall have become unsafe for 
operation upon the public highways of this state, it shall 
be unlawful for the owner or operator thereof to cause 
such vehicle to be operated upon a public highway upon 
its return to service unless such owner or operator shall 
have presented such vehicle for inspection of equipment 
within twenty-four hours after its return to service. 
(1961 c 12 § 46.32.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 13; RRS § 
6360-1~.] 

Chapter 46.37 
VEHICLE LIGHTING AND OTHER EQUIPMENT 

Sections 
46.37.005 

(1981 Ed.) 
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Commission on equipment-Powers and duties. 

46.37.010 
46.37.020 
46.31.ojo 
46.37.040 
46.37.050 
46.37.060 
46.37.070 
46.37.080 
46.37.090 
46.37.100 

46.37.110 

46.37.120 

46.37.130 
46.37.140 
46.37.150 

46.37.160 

46.37.170 

46.37.180 
46.37.184 
46.37.185 
46.37.186 
46.37.187 

46.37.188 

46.37.190 

46.37.194 

46.37.196 
46.37.200 
46.37.210 
46.37.215 
46.37.220 
46.37.230 
46.37.240 
46.37.260 
46.37.270 

46.37.280 
46.37.290 

46.37.300 

46.37.310 
46.37.320 

46.37.320 

46.37.330 

46.37.340 
46.37.351 
46.37.360 

46.37.365 

46.37.369 
46.37.375 
46.37.380 
46.37.390 

Scope and effect of regulations-General penalty. 
When lighted lamps and signaling devices are required. 
Visibility distance and mounted height of lamps. 
Head lamps on motor vehicles. 
Tail lamps. 
Reflectors. 
Stop lamps.and turn signals required. 
Application of succeeding sections. 
Additional equipment required on certain vehicles. 
Color of clearance lamps, side marker lamps, back-:-up 

lamps, and reflectors. 
Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps, identification 

lamps, and side marker lamps. 
Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, identification 

lamps, and side marker lamps. 
Obstructed lights not required. 
Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting load. 
Lamps on vehicles--Parked or stopped vehicles, light

ing requirements. 
Hazard warning lights, lamps, and reflectors on farm 

t_ractors, farm equipment, and implements of hus
bandry---Slow-moving vehicle emblem. 

Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and equip
ment---Slow-moving vehicle emblem on animal
drawn vehicles. 

Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. 
Red flashing lights on fire department vehicles. 
Green light on firemen's private cars. 
Fire department sign or plate on private car. 
Green light, sign or plate-Identification card 

required. 
Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 through 

46.37.188. 
Red lights on emergency vehicles, school buses, private 

carrier buses, police vehicles-Sirens on emergency 
vehicles-Blue lights authorized on certain police 
vehicles-Driver's duty to yield and stop. 

Red lights on emergency vehicles, school buses, private 
carrier buses, police vehicles--Authorized emer
gency vehicles--Rules, tests, approval by commis
sion on equipment. 

Red lights on emergency tow trucks. 
Stop lamps and electric turn signals. 
Additional lighting equipment. 
Hazard warning lamps. 
Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Single-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Alternate road lighting equipment. 
Number of lamps required--Number of additional 

lamps permitted. 
Special restrictions on lamps. 
Special lighting equipment on school buses and private 

carrier buses. 
Standards for lights on snow-removal or highway main

tenance and service equipment. 
Selling or using lamps or equipment. 
Authority of state commission on equipment with refer

ence to lighting devices (as amended by 1977 ex.s. c 
20). 

Authority of state commission on equipment with refer
ence to lighting devices or other safety equipment (as 
amended by 1977 ex.s. c 355). 

Revocation of certificate of approval on devices--
Reapproval, conditions. · 

Braking equipment required. 
Performance ability of brakes. 
Maintenance of brakes--Brake system failure 

indicator. 
Hydraulic brake fluid--Defined-Standards and 

specifications. 
Wheels and front suspension. 
Steering and suspension systems. 
Horns, warning devices, and theft alarms. 
Mufflers, prevention of noise-Smoke and air con

taminants---Standards--Definitions. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 83) 
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46.37.400 Mirrors. 
46.37.410 Windshields required, exception--Must be unob-

structed and equipped with wipers. 
46.37.420 Restrictions as to tire equipment. 
46.37.423 Pneumatic passenger car tires--Standards--

Exception for off-highway use--· Penalty. 
46.37 .424 Regrooved tires-Standards--Exception for off-

highway use-Penalty. 
46.37.425 Authority of state commission on equipment with refer-

ence to tires-Rules and regulations--Penalty. 
46.37.430 · Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. 
46.37.440 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning 

46.37.450 
46.37.460 
46.37.465 
46.37.470 
46.37.480 
46.37.490 
46.37.500 
46.37.510 
46.37.513 
46.37.517 
46.37.520 

devices. 
Display of warning devices when vehicle disabled. 
Vehicles transporting explosives. 
Fuel system. 
Air-conditioning equipment. 
Television viewers--Earphones. 
Safety load chains and devices required. 
Fenders or splash aprons. 
Seat belts and shoulder harnesses. 
Bumpers. 
Body and body hardware; 
Beach vehicles with soft tires--"Dune buggies•--

Inspection and approval required--Fee. . 
46.37.522 Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles--When head 

46.37.523 
46.37.524 
46.37.525 

46.37.527 

46.37.528 

lamps and tail lamps to be lighted. 
Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles--Head lamps. 
Motor--<lriven cycles--Head lamps. 
Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles--Tail lamps, 

reflectors, and stop lamps. 
Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles--Brake 

requirements. 
Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles--Performance 
ability of brakes. 

46.37.529 Motor--<lriven cycles--Braking system inspection. 
46.37.530 Motorcycles or motor--<lriven cycles--Mirrors, 

46.37.535 

glasses, goggles, face shields, and helmets--Regula
tions and specifications by state commission on 
equipment. 

Motorcycles or motor--<lriven cycles--Helmet require
ments when motorcycle rented. 

46.37.537 Motorcycles--Exhaust system. 
46.37 .539 Motorcycles and motor--<lriven cycles-Additional re-

quirements and limitations. 
46.37.540 Odometers--Disconnecting, resetting, or turning back 

prohibited. 
46.37.550 Odometers--Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer 

turned back unlawful. 
46.37 .560 Odometers-· -Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer 

replaced unlawful. . 
46.37.570 Odometers--Selling, advertising, using, or installing 

device which causes other than true mileage to be 
registered. 

46.37.590 Odometers--Purchaser plaintiff to recover costs and 
attorney's fee, when. 

46.37.600 Liability of operator and/or owner or lessee for 
violations. 

Emission control program: Chapter 46.37 RCW. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 84) 

addition to those powers and duties elsewher 
gran ed by the provisions of this title the state com · -' 
sion o equipment shall have the power and the du to 
adopt, ply and enforce such reasonable rules an reg
ulations ) relating to proper types of vehicles r com
binations ereof for hauling passengers, co odities, 
freight and upplies, (2) relating to vehicle quipment, 
and (3) relati to the enforcement of the rovisions of 
this title with gard to vehicle equipm t, as may be 
deemed necessar for the public welfa and safety in 
addition to but n inconsistent with the provisions of 
this title. 

The state commiss n on equip ent is authorized to 
adopt by regulation, f e ral stan ards relating to motor 
vehicles and vehicle equ men , issued pursuant to the 
National Traffic and Mot ehicle Safety Act of 1966, 
or any amendment to said t, notwithstanding any pro
vision in Title 46 RCW in on · tent with such standards. 
Federal standards adop a pur ant to this section shall 
be applicable only to ehicles m ufactured in a model 
year following the iioption of s ch standards. [ 1967 
ex.s. c 145 § 56; 1 7 c 32 § 49; 19 1 c 12 § 46.37.005. 
Prior: 1943 c 13 § 1; 1937 c 189 § Rem. Supp. 1943_ 
§ 6360-6; 1927 c 309 § 14, part; RRS 6362-14, part. 
Formerly RC 46.36.010.) 

Refiser's n e: (1) The "department of motor vehic s• redesignated 
the "depar ent of licensing• by 1977 ex.s. c 3 4; see RCW 
46.01.020. 

· (2) P ers, duties, and functions of highway departmen ransferred 
to dep tment of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. Ter "depart
ment of highways" means department of transportation; s RCW 
47 .. 015. 

verability--1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043 .. 
Towing operators, appointment of: RCW 46.61.567. 

46:37.010 Scope and effect of regulations-General 
penalty. (1) It is a traffic infraction for any person to 
drive or move or for the owner to cause or knowingly 
permit to be driven or moved on any highway any vehi
cle or combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe 
condition as to endanger any person, or which does not 
contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with 
such lamps and other equipment in proper condition and 
adjustment as required in this chapter or in regulations 
issued by the state commission on equipment, or which is 
equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter or 
the commission's regulations, or for any person to do any 
act forbidden or fail to perform any act required under 
this chapter or the commission's regulations. 

(2) Nothing contained in this chapter or the commis
sion's regulations shall be construed to prohibit the use 
of additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not in
consistent with the provisions of this chapter or the 
commission's regulations. 

(3) The provisions of the chapter and the commis
sion's regulations with respect to equipment on vehicles 
shall not apply to implements of husbandry, road ma
chinery, road rollers, or farm tractors except as herein 
made applicable. 

(4) No owner or operator of a farm tractor, self-pro
pelled unit of farm equipment, or implement of hus
bandry shall be guilty of a crime or subject to penalty 

(1981 Ed.) 
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for violation of RCW 46.37.160 as now or hereafter 
amended unless such violation occurs on a public 
highway. 

(5) It is a traffic infraction for any person to sell or 
offer for sale vehicle equipment which is required to be 
approved by the commission on equipment as prescribed 
in RCW 46.37.005 unless it has been approved by the 
state commission on equipment. 

(6) The provisions of this chapter with respect to 
equipment required on vehicles shall not apply to motor
cycles or motor-driven cycles except as herein made ap
plicable. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 69; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 1; 
1963 c 154 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.010. Prior: 1955 c 269 
§ l; prior: 1937 c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; 
RCW 46.40.010, part; 1929 c 178 § 2; 1927 c 309 § 19; 
1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 
15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS § 6362-19.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc-JTIR 6.2. 
Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: •u any provision of this 1977 

amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected.• [ 1977 ex.s. c 
35S § S7.) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: "This act shall take effect on January 
1, 1964." (1963 c 154 § 32.) 

46.37.020 When lighted lamps and signaling devices 
are required. Every vehicle upon a highway within this 
state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a half 
hour before sunrise and at any other time when, due to 
insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions, 
persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly dis
cernible at a distance of one thousand feet ahead shall 
display lighted head lights, other lights, and illuminating 
devices as hereinafter respectively required for different 
classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to 
parked vehicles, and such stop lights, turn signals, and 
other signaling devices shall be lighted as prescribed for 
the use of such devices. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 2; 1974 ex.s. 
c 124 § 2; 1963 c 154 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.020. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 2; prior: 1937 c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 
6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, part; 1929 c 178 § 2; 
1927 c 309 § 19; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, 
part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS 
§ 6362-19.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective clate--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-<lriven cycles-When headlamps and tail 

lamps to be lighted: RCW 46.37.522. 

46.37.030 Visibility distance and mounted height of 
lamps. ( 1) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared 
as to distance from which certain lamps and devices 
shall render objects visible or within which such lamps 
or devices shall be visible, said provisions shall apply 
during the times stated in RCW 46.37.020 in respect to 
a vehicle without load when upon a straight, level, un
lighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions 
unless a different time or condition is expressly stated. 

(1981 Ed.) 

(2) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as 
to the mounted height of lamps or devices it shall mean 
from the center of such lamp or device to the level 
ground upon which the vehicle stands when such vehicle 
is without a load. 

(3) No additional lamp, reflective device, or other 
motor vehicle equipment shall be added which impairs 
the effectiveness of this standard. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 3; 
1961 c 12 § 46.37.030. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 3; prior: 1937 
c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, 

. part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.040 Head lamps on motor vehicles. (I) Every 
motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least two head 
lamps with at least one on each side of the front of the 
motor vehicle, which head lamps shall comply with the 
requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter. 

(2) Every head lamp upon every motor vehicle shall 
be located at a height measured from the center of the 
head lamp of not more than fifty-four inches nor less 
than twenty-four inches to be measured as set forth in 
RCW 46.37.030(2). [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 
46.37.040. Prior: 1955 c 269 _§ 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 15; 
RRS § 6360-15; RCW 46.40.020; 1933 c 156 § 1, part; 
1929 c 178 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 20, part, 24; 1921 c 
96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, 
part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS §§ 6362-20, part, 
6362-24.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. · c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.050 Tail lamps. (I) After January 1, 1964, ev
ery motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, 
and any other vehicle which is being dr:awn at the end of 
a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least 
two tail lamps mounted on the rear, which, when lighted 
as required in RCW 46.37 .020, shall emit a red light 
plainly visible from a distance of one thousand feet to 
the rear, except that passenger cars manufactured or as
sembled prior to January 1, 1939, shall have at least one 
tail lamp. On a combination of vehicles only the tail 
lamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen 
from the distance specified. On vehicles equipped with 
more than one tail lamp, the lamps shall be mounted on 
the same level and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable. 

(2) Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located 
at a height of not more than seventy-two inches nor less 
than fifteen inches. 

(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so 
constructed and placed as to illuminate with a white 
light the rear registration plate and render it clearly leg
ible from a distance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail 
lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp or 
lamps for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall 
be so wired as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or 
auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 
5; 1963 c 154 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.050. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 5; prior: 1947 c 267 § 2, part; 1937 c 189 § 16, 

(Title 46 RCW-p 851 
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part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-16, part; RCW 46.40-
. 030, part; 1929 c 178 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 27; RRS ·§ 
6362-27; 1921 c 96 § 22, · part; 1919 c 59 § 1 o. part; 
1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effecti,e date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.060 Reflectors. ( 1) Every motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer shall carry on the 
rear, either as a part of the tail lamps or separately, two 
or more red reflectors meeting the requirements of this 
section: Provided, however, That vehicles of the types 
mentioned in RCW 46.37.090 shall be equipped with 
reflectors meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.110 
and 46.37.120. 

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the ve
hicle at a height not less than fifteen inches nor more 
than seventy-two inches measured as set forth in RCW 
46.37 .030(2), and shall be of such size and characteris
tics and so mounted as to be visible at night from all 
distances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet 
from such vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper· 
beams of head lamps, except that reflectors on vehicles 
manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1970, 
shall be visible at night from all distances within three 
hundred and fifty feet to one hundred feet when directly 
in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps. [1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 6; 1963 c 154 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.060. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 6; prior: 1947 c 267 § 2, part; 1937 c 
189 § 16, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-16, part; RCW 
46.40.030, part.] 

Severability-. -1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effecti,e date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.070 Stop lamps and turn signals required. (I) 
After January 1, 1964, every motor vehicle, trailer, sem
itrailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or 
more stop lamps meeting the requirements of RCW 46-
.37 .200, except that passenger cars manufactured or as
sembled prior to January 1, 1964, shall be equipped with 
at least one such stop lamp. On a combination of vehi
cles, only the stop lamps on the rearmost vehicle need 
actually be seen from the distance specified in RCW 
46.37 .200(1 ). 

(2) After January 1, 1960, every motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped 
with electric turn signal lamps meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37 .200(2), except that passenger cars, trail
ers, semitrailers, pole trailers, and trucks less than eighty 
inches in width, manufactured or assembled prior to 
January 1, 1953, need not be equipped with electric turn 
signal lamps. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 7; 1963 c 154 § 5; 1961 
c 12 § 46.37.070. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 32; 1955 c 269 § 
7; prior: 1953 c 248 § 2, part; 1947 c 267 § 4, part; 1937 
c 189 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-23, part; 
RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c 178 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 
§ 15, part; RRS § 6362-15, part.] 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 861 

Effectl,e date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010 . 

46.37.080 Application· of succeeding sections. Those 
sections of this chapter which follow immediately, in
cluding RCW 46.37.090, 46.37.100, 46.37.110, 46.37-
.120, and 46.37.130, relating to clearance lamps, marker 
lamps, and reflectors, shall apply as stated in said sec
tions to vehicles of the type therein enumerated, namely 
buses, trucks, truck tractors, and trailers, semitrailers, 
and pole trailers, respectively, when operated upon any 
highway, and said vehicles shall be equipped as required 
and all lamp equipment required shall be lighted at the 
times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020. For purposes of the 
sections enumerated above, a camper, when mounted 
upon a motor vehicle, shall be considered part of the 
permanent structure of that motor vehicle. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 8; 1963 c 154 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.080. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 8; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 
17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46-
.40.040, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. • 

46.37.090 Additional equipment required on certain 
vehicles. In addition to other equipment required in 
RCW 46.37.040, 46.37.050, 46.37.060, and 46.37.070, 
the following vehicles shall be equipped as herein stated 
under the conditions stated in RCW 46.37.080, and in 
addition, the reflectors elsewhere enumerated for such 
vehicles shall conform to the requirements of RCW 
46.37. l20(1). 

( 1) Buses, trucks, motor homes, and motor vehicles 
with mounted campers eighty inches or more in over-all 
width: 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January 1, 1964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section; 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and after January 1, 1964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] 
of this section; 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear; 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(2) Trailers and semitrailers eighty inches or more in 
over-all width: 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side; 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and after January 1, l 964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] 
of this section; 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear; 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear: Provided, That a mo
bile home as defined by RCW 46.04.302 need not be 
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equipped with two side marker lamps or two side reflec
tors as required by subsection (2) (c) and (d) of this 
section while operated under the terms of a special per
mit authorized by RCW 46.44.090. 

(3) Truck tractors: 
On the front,· two cab clearance lamps, one at each 

side, and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January 1, 1964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision (6) ((7)) of this section. 

( 4) Trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers thirty feet 
or more in over-all length: 

On each side, one amber side marker lamp and one 
amber reflector, centrally located with respect to the 
length of the vehicle: Provided, That a mobile home as 
defined by RCW 46.04.302 need not be equipped with 
such side marker lamp or reflector while operated under 
the terms of a special permit authorized by RCW 
46.44.090. 

(5) Pole trailers: 
(a) On each side, one amber side marker lamp at or 

near the front of the load; 
(b) One amber reflector at or near the front of the 

load; 
(c) On the rearmost support for the load, one combi

nation marker lamp showing amber to the- front and red 
to the rear and side, mounted to indicate maximum 

· width of the pole trailer. 
(6) Boat trailers eighty inches or more in overall 

width: 
(a) One on each side, at or near the midpoint, one 

clearance lamp performing the function of both a front 
and rear clearance lamp; 

(b) On the rear, after June 1, 1978, three identifica
tion lamps meeting the specifications of subsection (7) of 
this section; 

(c) One on each side, two side marker lamps, one at 
or near the front and one at or near the rear; 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(7) Whenever required or permitted by this chapter, · 
identification lamps shall be grouped in a horizontal 
row, with lamp centers spaced not less than six nor more 
than twelve inches apart, and mounted on the permanent 
structure of the vehicle as close as practicable to the 
vertical centerline: Provided, however, That where the 
cab of a vehicle is not more than forty-two inches wide 
at the front roof line, a single identification lamp at the 
center of the cab shall be deemed to comply with the 
requirements for front identification lamps. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 9; 1963 c 154 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.37 .090. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 9; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 
17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46-
.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 
§§ 7. part, 8, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; 
RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, 
part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effectite date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
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46.37.100 Color of clearance lamps, side· marker 
lamps, back-up lamps, and reflectors. (I) Front clear
ance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors 
mounted on the front or on the side near the front of a 
vehicle shall display or reflect an amber color. 

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and 
reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near the 
rear of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color. 

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the 
rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, 
except the stop lamp or other signal device, which may 
be red, amber or yellow, and except that the light illu
mi~ating the license plate shall be white and the light 
emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or amber. 
(1961 c 12 § 46.37.100. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 10; prior: 
1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. 
1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 
§§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 
309 § § 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 
6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, 
part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part.] 

. 46:37.1 !0 Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps, 
1denhficahon lamps, and side marker lamps. (I) Reflec
tors when required by RCW 46.37.090 shall be mounted 
at a height not less than twenty-four inches and not 
higher than sixty inches above the ground on which the 
vehicle stands, except that if the highest part of the per
~anent structure. of the vehicle is less than twenty-four 
mches the reflector at such point shall be mounted as 
high as that part of the permanent structure will permit. 

The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be mounted 
on each side of the bolster or load. 

Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle 
may be incorporated with the tail lamp, but such reflec
tor shall meet all the other reflector requirements of this 
chapter. 

(2) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the perma
nent structure of the vehicle in such a manner as to in
dicate the extreme height and width of the vehicle. 
When rear identification lamps are required and are 
mounted as high as is practicable, rear clearance lamps 
may ~e mounted at optional height, and when the 
m?~ntmg ~f ~root clearance lamps results in such lamps 
fa1hng to md1cate the extreme width of the trailer, such 
l~mps may be mounted at optional height but must· in
dicate, as near as practicable, the extreme width of the 
trailer. Clearance lamps on truck tractors shall be lo
cated so as to indicate the extreme width of the truck 
tractor cab. Clearance lamps an_d side marker lamps 
may be mounted in combination provided illumination is 
given as required herein with reference to both: Pro
vided, That no rear clearance lamp may be combined in 
any shell or housing with any tail lamp or identification 
lamp. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.110. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 11; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 
c 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; 
RCW .46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 
1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 
28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 
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96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, 
part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, 
identification lamps, and side marker lamps. ( 1) Every 
reflectqr upon any vehicle referred to in RCW 46.37.090 
shall be of such size -and characteristics and so main
tained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all dis
tances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet from 
the vehicle when directly in front of lawful lower beams 
of head lamps, except that the visibility for reflectors on 
vehicles manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 
1970, shall be measured in front of the lawful upper 
beams of headlamps. Reflectors required to be mounted 
on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required color 
of light to the sides, and those mounted on the rear shall 
reflect a red color to the rear. 

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps and identification 
lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished 
under normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights 
are required at all distances between five hundred feet 
and fifty feet from the front and rear, respectively, of 
the vehicle. · · 

(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen 
and distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions 
at the times lights are required at all distances between 
five hundred feet and fifty feet from the side of the ve
hicle on which mounted. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 11; 1963 c 
154 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.120. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 12; 
prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17; part; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 
1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, 
part; 1927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, 
part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 · § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 
10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.130 Obstructed lights not required. Whenever 
motor and other vehicles are operated in combination 
during the time that lights are required, any lamp (ex
cept tail lamps) need not be lighted which, by reason of 
its location on a vehicle of the combination, would be 
obscured by another vehicle of the combination, but this 
shall not affect the requirement that lighted clearance 
lamps be displayed on the front of the foremost vehicle 
required to have clearance lamps~ nor that all lights re
quired on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of any combi
nation shall be lighted. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.130. Prior: 
1955 C 269 § 13.) 

46.37.140 Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting 
load. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the 
rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of such 
vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end 
of the load, at the times specified in RCW 46.37 .020, 
two red lamps, visible from a distance of at least five 
hundred feet to the rear, two red reflectors visible at 
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night from all distances within six hundred feet to one 
hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful 
lower beams of headlamps, and located so as to indicate 
maximum width, and on each side one red lamp, visible 
from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the side, 
located so as to indicate maximum overhang. There shall 
be displayed at all other times on any vehicle having a 
load which extends beyond its sides or more than four 
feet beyond its rear, red flags, not less than twelve inches 
square, marking the extremities of such loads, at each 
point where a lamp would otherwise be required by this 
section, under RCW 46.37.020. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 12; 
1963 c 154 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.140. Prior: 1955 c 269 
§ 14; prior: 1937 c 189 § 18; RRS § 6360-18; RCW 
46.40.050; 1929 c 178 § 11, part; 1927 c 309 § 32, part, 
RRS § 6362-32, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 
10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.150 Lamps on vehicles--Parked · or stopped 
vehicles, lighting requirements. ( 1) Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with one or more lamps, which, when lighted, 
shall display a white or amber light visible from a dis
tance of one thousand feet to the front of the vehicle, 
and a red light visible from a distance of one thousand 
feet to the rear of the vehicle. The location of said lamp 
or lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp or 
combination of lamps meeting the requirements of this 
section is installed as near as practicable to the side of 
the .vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. 

(2) Whenever a vehicle is. lawfully parked upon a 
street or highway during the hours between a half hour 
after sunset and a half hour before sunrise and in the 
event there is sufficient light to reveal any person or ob
ject within a distance of one thousand feet upon such 
street or highway, no lights need be displayed upon such 
parked vehicle. 

(3) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a 
roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, outside an incor
porated city or town, whether attended or unattended, 
during the hours between a half hour after sunset and a 
half hour before sunrise and there is insufficient light to 

. reveal any person or object within a distance of one 
thousand feet upon such highway, such vehicle so parked 
or stopped shall be equipped with and shall display 
lamps meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this 
section. 

(4) Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle 
shall be depressed or dimmed. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 13; 
1963 c 154 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.150. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 15; prior: 1937 c 189 § 19; RRS § 6360-19; RCW 
46.40.060; 1933 C 156 § 8; 1929 C 178 § 10; 1927 C 309 
§ 31; RRS § 6362-31.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: Se~ note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: Sec note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.160 Hazard warning lights, lamps, and reflec
tors on farm tractors, farm equipment, and implements of 
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husbandry-Slow-moving vehicle emblem. (I) Every 
farm tractor and every self-propelled unit of farm 
equipment or implement of husbandry manufactured or 
assembled after January l, 1970, shall be equipped with 
vehicular hazard warning lights of the type described in 
RCW 46.37 .215 visible from a distance of not less than 
one thousand feet to the front and rear in normal sun
light, which shall be displayed whenever any such vehi
cle is operated upon a highway. 

(2) Every self-propelled unit of farm equipment or 
implement of husbandry manufactured or assembled af
ter January l, 1970, shall at all times, and every other 
motor vehicle shall at times mentioned in RCW 46.37-
.020, be equipped with lamps and reflectors as follows: 

(a) At least two headlamps meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37.220, 46.37.240, or 46.37.260; 

{b) At least one red lamp visible when lighted from a 
distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear 
mounted as far to the left of center of vehicle as 
practicable; 

(c) At least two red reflectors visible from all dis
tances within six hundred to one hundred feet to the rear 
when directly in front of lawful lower beams of 
headlamps. 

(3) Every combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equipment or towed implement of husbandry shall 
at all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped 
with lamps and reflectors as follows: 

(a) The farm tractor element of every such combina
tion shall be equipped as required in subsections ( 1) and 
(2) of this section; 

(b) The towed unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry element of such combination shall be 
equipped on the rear with two red lamps visible when 

· lighted from a distance of not less than one thousand 
feet to the rear, and two red reflectors visible to the rear 
from all distances within six hundred feet to one hun
dred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful up
per beams of head lamps. One reflector shall be so 
positioned to indicate, as nearly as practicable, the ex
treme left projection of the towed unit; 

(c) If the towed unit or its load obscures either of the 
vehicle hazard warning lights on the tractor, the towed 
unit shall be equipped with vehicle hazard warning lights 
described in subsection ( 1) of this section. 

(4) The two red lamps and the two red reflectors re
quired in the foregoing subsections of this section on a 
self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of 
husbandry or combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equipment shall be so positioned as to show from 
the rear as nearly as practicable the extreme width of 
the vehicle or combination carrying them: Provided, 
That if all other requirements are met, reflective tape or 
paint may be used in lieu of reflectors required by sub
section (3) of this section. 

(5) After January l, 1970, every farm tractor and ev
ery self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry designed for operation at speeds not in ex
cess of twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem mounted 
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on the rear except as provided in subsection (6) of this 
section. 

(6) After January 1, 1970, every combination of farm 
tractor and towed farm equipment or towed implement 
of husbandry normally operating at speeds not in excess 
of twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem as follows: 

(a) Where the towed unit is sufficiently large to ob
scure the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm trac
tor, the towed unit shall be equipped with a slow moving 
vehicle emblem. In such cases, the· towing vehicle need 
not display the emblem; 

(b) Where the slow moving vehicle emblem on the 
farm tractor unit is not obscured by the towed unit, then 
either or both may be equipped with the required em
blem but it shall be sufficient if either has it. 

(7) The emblem required by subsections (5) and (6) 
of this section shall comply with current standards and 
specifications as promulgated by the state commission 
on equipment. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 14; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 
22; 1963 c 154 § 11; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.160. Prior: 1955 
C 269 § 16.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.170 Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and 
equipment--Slow-moving vehicle emblem on animal
drawn vehicles. ( 1) Every vehicle, including animal
drawn vehicles and vehicles referred to in. RCW 
46.37.010(3), not specifically required by the provisions 
of RCW 46.37.020 through 46.37.330 to be equipped 
with lamps, or other lighting devices, shall at all times 
specified in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped with at least 
one lamp displaying a white light visible from a distance 
of not less than one thousand feet to the front of said 
vehicle, and shall also be equipped with two lamps dis
playing red light visible from a distance of not less than 
one thousand feet to the rear of said vehicle, or as an 
alternative, one lamp displaying a red light visible from 
a distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear 
and two red reflectors visible from all distances of six 
hundred to one hundred feet to the rear when illumi
nated by the lawful lower beams of head lamps. 

(2) After June 1, 1978, every animal-drawn vehicle 
shall at all times be equipped with a slow-moving vehi
cle emblem complying with RCW 46.37.160(7). [1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 15; 1963 c 154 § 12; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.170. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 21; RRS § 
6360-21; RCW 46.40.080; 1927 c 309 § 34; 1921 c 96 § 
22, part; 1917 c 40 § l; RRS § 6362-34.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.180 Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. ( 1) Spot 
lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to 
exceed two spot lamps and every lighted spot lamp shall 
be so aimed and used that no part of the high intensity 
portion of the beam will strike the windshield, or any 
windows, mirror, or occupant of another vehicle in use. 
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(2) Fog lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped 
with not to exceed two fog lamps mounted on the front 
at a height of not less than twelve inches nor more than 
thirty inches above the level surface upon which the ve
hicle stands and so aimed that when the vehicle is not 
loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light to 
the left of the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 
twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a level of four 
inches below the level. of the center of the lamp from · 
which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting the above 
requirements may be used with lower head lamp beams 
as specified in RCW 46.37 .220. 

(3) Auxiliary passing lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed· two auxiliary passing 
lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than 
twenty-four inches nor more than forty-two inches 
above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. 
The provisions of RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any 
combinations of head lamps and auxiliary passing lamps. 

(4) Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary driving 
lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than 
sixteen inches nor more than forty-two inches above the 
level surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provi
sions of RCW 46.37 .220 shall apply to any combination 
of head lamps and ~uxiliary driving lamps. [ 1963 c 154 
§ 13; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.180. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 18; 
prior: 1949 c 157 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-22a; 
RCW 46.40.110, 46.40.120.] 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.184 Red flashing lights on fire department ve
hicles. AU fire department vehicles in service shall be 
identified by red lights of an intermittent flashing type, 
visible from both front and rear for a distance of five 
hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions. Such 
red flashing lights shall be well separated from the 
headlights so that they will not black out when head
lights are on. Such red flashing lights shall be in opera
tion at all times when such vehicle is on emergency 
status. (1961 c 12 § 46.37.184. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 1. 
Formerly RCW 46.40.220.] 

46.37.18S Green light on firemen's private cars. Fire
men, when approved by the chief of their respective 
service, shall be authorized to use a green light on the 
front of their private cars when on emergency duty only. 
Such green light shall be visible for a distance of two 
hundred "feet under normal atmospheric conditions and 
shall be of a type and mounting approved by the com
mission on equipment. The use of the green light shall 
only be for the purpose of identification and the operator 
of a vehicle so equipped shall not be entitled to any of 
the privileges provided in RCW 46.61.035 for the oper
ators of authorized emergency vehicles. [ 1971 ex.s. c 92 
§ 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.185. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 2. 
Formerly RCW 46.40.230.] 

46.37.186 Fire department sign or plate on private 
car. (1) No private vehicle, bearing a sign or plate indi
cating a fire department connection, shall be driven or 
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operated on any public highway, except when the owner 
thereof is a bona fide member of a fire department. 

(2) Any sign or plate indicating fire department con
nection on a private car of any member of a fire depart
ment shall include the name of the municipality or fire 
department organization to which the owner belongs. 
(1961 c 12 § 46.37.186. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 3. Formerly 
RCW 46.40.240.] 

46.37.187 Green light, sign or plate--Identifica
tion card required. Any individual displaying a green 
light as authorized in RCW 46.37.185, or a sign or plate 
as authorized in RCW 46.37 .186, shall also carry at
tached to a convenient location on the private vehicle to 
which the green light or sign or plate is attached, an 
identification card showing the name of the owner of 
said vehicle, the organization to which he or she belongs 
and bearing the signature of the chief of the service in
volved. (1971 ex.s. c 92 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.187. 
Prior: 1953 c 161 § 4. Formerly RCW 46.40.250.] 

46.37.188 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 
through 46.37.188. Every violation of RCW 46.37.184, 
46.37.185, 46.37.186, or 46.37.187 is a traffic infraction. · 
(1979 ex.s. c 136 § 70; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.188. Prior: 
1953 c 161 § 5. Formerly RCW 46.40.260.] 

Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010 .. 

.37.190 Red lights on emergency vehicles, sch I 
bu ~ private carrier buses, police vehicles--Sire on 
eme ency vehicles--Blue lights authorized on rtain 
police ehicles-Driver's duty to yield and s p. ( 1) 
Every a horized emergency vehicle shall, in a <iition to 
any other guipment and distinctive marking equired by 
this chapte , be equipped with at least one mp capable 
of displaying red light visible from at east five hun
dred feet in no al sunlight and a sire capable of giv
ing an audible si al. 

(2) Every schoo bus and private rrier bus shall, in 
addition to any otli . equipment and distinctive mar
kings required by t · chapte , be equipped with a 
"stop" signal upon a ba kgro d not less than fourteen 
by eighteen inches displa ·n the word "stop" in letters 
of distinctly contrasting co s not less than eight inches 
high, and shall further e uipped with signal lamps 
mounted as high and a widel paced laterally as prac
ticable, which shall b capable o displaying to the front 
two alternately flas mg red light located at the same 
level and to the r r two alternate flashing red lights 
located at the s e level and these Ii ts shall have suf
ficient intensit to be visible at five bu red feet in nor
mal sunlight 

(3) A lice vehicle when used as a authorized 
emergenc vehicle, may but need not be eq ·pped with 
alterna y flashing red lights specified herein. A police 
vehicl may, in addition to or in lieu of the d light 
spe · 1ed in subsection ( 1 ), be equipped with one o more 
bl e lights. 

(4) The alternately flashing red lights described ·n 
subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall not be use 
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~opt, apply and enforce such reasonable rules and re 
u tions (I) relating to proper types of vehicles or c 
bin ions thereof for hauling passengers, commo 1ties, 
freig and supplies, (2) relating to vehicle eq pment, 
and· (3 relating to the enforcement of the pr isions of 
this title ith regard to vehicle equipmen as may be 
deemed ne ssary for the public we I far and safety in 
addition to t not inconsistent with e provisions of 
this title. 

The state com ission on equi ent is authorized to 
adopt by regulatio federal sta ards relating to motor 
vehicles and vehicle quipm t, issued pursuant to the 
National Traffic and oto chicle Safety Act of 1966, 
or any amendment to sa act, notwithstanding any pro
vision in Title 46 RC m nsistent with such standards. 
Federal standards a pted p rsuant to this section shall 
be applicable onl to vehicles anufactured in a model 
year following e adoption of ch standards. [ 1982 c 
106 § I; 196 ex.s. c 145 § 56; 1 7 c 32 § 49; 1961 c 
12 § 46.J'Z 05. Prior: 1943 c 133 l; 1937 c 189 § 6; 
Rem. S p. 1943 § 6360-6; 1927 c 3 § 14, part; RRS 
§ 636 14, part. Formerly RCW 46.36. 0.) 

verability--1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98. 
owing operators, appointment of: RCW 46.61.567. 

46.37.190 Red lights on emergency vehicles, school 
buses, private carrier buses-Colored lights and sirens 
on emergency and law enforcement vehicles-Driver's 
duty to yield and stop. ( 1) Every authorized emergency 
vehicle shall, in addition to any other equipment and 
distinctive marking required by this chapter, be equipped 
with at least one lamp capable of displaying a red light 
visible from at least five hundred feet in normal sunlight 
and a siren capable of giving an audible signal. 

(2) Every school bus and private carrier bus shall, in 
addition to any other equipment and distinctive mar
kings required by this chapter, be equipped with a 
"stop" signal upon a background not less than fourteen 
by eighteen inches displaying the word "stop" in letters 
of distinctly contrasting colors not less than eight inches 
high, and shall further be equipped with signal lamps 
mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as prac
ticable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front 
two alternately flashing red lights located at the same 
level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights 
located at the same level and these lights shall have suf
ficient intensity to be visible at five hundred feet in nor
mal sunlight. 

(3) Vehicles operated by public agencies whose law 
enforcement duties include the authority to stop and de
tain motor vehicles on the public highways of the state 
may be equipped with a siren and lights of a color and 
type designated by the commission on equipment for 
that purpose. The commission may prohibit the use of 
these sirens and lights on vehicles other than the vehicles 
described in this subsection. 

(4) The lights described in this section shall not be 
mounted nor used on any vehicle other than a school 
bus, a private carrier bus, or an authorized emergency or 
law enforcement vehicle. 

,:..,-.:.--

(5) The use of the signal equipment described herein 
shall impose upon drivers of other vehicles the obligation 
to yield right of way and stop as prescribed in RCW 
46.61.210, 46.61.370, and 46.61.350. (1982 c 101 § I; 
1971 ex.s. c 92 § I; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 53; 1963 c 154 § 14; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.190. Prior: 
1957 C 66 § I; 1955 C 269 § 19.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

.37.527 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles 
requirements. Every motorcycle and motor-dri n 

cycle ust comply with the provisions of RCW 4 .37-
.351, ex pt that: 

( 1) Mo rcycles and motor-driven cycles ne 
equipped w1 parking brakes; 

(2) The wh I of a sidecar attached to a 
to a motor-driv cycle, and the front wh I of a motor
driven cycle nee not be equipped wit brakes, if such 
motorcycle or moto riven cycle is o erwise capable of 
complying with the raking perfor. ance requirements 
of RCW 46.37.528 an 46.37.529 

(3) Motorcycles shall 
ing on both the front and 

. was originally manufacture ithout both front and rear 
brakes: Provided, That fro brake shall not be re
quired on any motorc le ove twenty-five years old 
which was originall manufact ed without a front 
brake and which h been restored its original condi
tion and is being . dden to or from o otherwise in con
junction with a antique or classic mo rcycle contest, 
show or othe such assemblage: Provide further, That 
no front b e shall be required on an motorcycle 
manufact ed prior to January l, 193 I. (198 c 77 § 6; 
1977 ·ex . c 355 § 49.) 

Rules court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
erability-1982 c 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500. 

Herability-1977 ex.s. c 3SS: See note following R 
6.37.010. 

46.37.530 Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles
Mirrors, glasses, goggles, face shields, and helmets
Regulations and specifications by state commission on 
equipment. (I) It is unlawful: 

(a) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor
driven cycle not equipped with mirrors on the left and 
right sides of the motorcycle which shall be so located as 
to give the driver a complete view of the highway for a 
distance of at least two hundred feet to the rear of the 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle: Provided, That mir
rors shall not be required on any motorcycle or motor
driven cycle over twenty-five years old originally manu
factured without mirrors and which has been restored to 
its original condition and which is being ridden to or 
from or otherwise in conjunction with an antique or 
classic motorcycle contest, show or other such assem
blage: Provided further, That no mirror shall be required 
on any motorcycle manufactured prior to January l, 
I 931; 

(b) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor
driven cycle which does not have a windshield unless 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 3911 

-~-



«t\ri~\bi:c ' •t• -~ • • • , CV , 'h •·,: 0 .p .. ·, ' , ' ••· ' · •• , . · 
¥tr: --eex ¥: 14 · · · ei:ttti:+• tee,.... , · ,, ··- · * -~ . - . ·;r ' 

e I 
46.37.530 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles I 
wearing glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type ap
proved by the state commission on equipment; 

(c) For any person to sell or offer for sale a motorcy
cle helmet which does not meet the requirements estab
lished by the state commission on equipment. 

(2) The state commission on equipment is hereby 
authorized and empowered to adopt and amend regula
tions, pursuant to the administrative procedure act, con
cerning the standards and procedures for approval of 
glasses, goggles, face shields, and protective helmets. 
The state commission on equipment shall maintain and 
publish a list of those devices which the commission on 
equipment has approved. [ I 982 c 77 § 7; 1977 ex.s. c ·.· 
355 § 55; 1971 ex.s. c 150 § I; 1969 c 42 § l; 1967 c 
232 § 4.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1982 c 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500. 
Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c JSS: See note following RCW 

46.37.0IO. 
Maximum height for handlebars: RCW 46.61.61 l. 
Riding on motorcycles: RCW 46.61.610. 

Chapter 46.52 
ACCIDENTS--REPORTS--ABANDONED· 

VEHICLES 

Sections 
46.52.120 Case record of convictions and traffic infractions-

Cross reference to accident reports. 

.52.120 Case record of convictions and traffic · -
frach s--Cross reference to accident reports. ( It 
shall b he duty of the director to keep a case re rd on 
every mo r vehicle driver licensed under the la of this 
state, toge er with information on each, sho ·ng all the 
convictions a: d findings of traffic infraction certified by 
the courts an an index cross reference cord of each 
accident repor d relating to such in ·viduals with a 
brief statement the cause of such cident, which in
dex cross referenc record shall be rnished to the di-
rector by the chief the Washin on state patrol, with 
reference to each inv ved in ·the. reported 
accidents. 

(2) The case record sh I 
(a) One part shall be t employment driving record 

of the person which shal me de all motor vehicle acci
dents in which the per n is in lved while the person is 
driving a commercia motor ve ·c1e as an employee of 
another, all convict" ns of the pers for violation of the 
motor vehicle la while the person ·s driving a com
mercial motor v icle as an employee o another, and all 
findings that e person has committed traffic infrac
tion while t e person is driving a commer ·al motor ve
hicle as a employee of another. The same r orts shall 
be ente d when the person is a law enforceme officer 
or fir fighter as defined in RCW 41.26.030, or state 
patr officer, and is driving an official police, state 
tro , or fire department vehicle in the course of their -
fi 1al duties. 
/ 

f1982 RCW Supp-page 392) 

) The other part shall include all other accidents,
conv tions, and findings that the person has commit d 
a traf infraction. 

(3) Su records shall be for the confidcntia sc of 
the directo nd the chief of the Washington st c patrol 
and for such olice officers or other cogniza public of
ficials as may e designated by law. Sue case records 
shall not be off c d as evidence in any ourt except in 
case appeal is take from the order of 1rector, suspend
ing, revoking, cane ing, or rcfusi g vehicle driver's 
license. 

(4) It shall be the dut of the 
analyze vehicle driver's ca e re rds and to suspend, re-
voke, cancel, or refuse any cle driver's license to any 
person when it is deemed facts contained in the 
case record of such perso that ·1 is for the best interest 
of public safety that sue person e denied the privilege 
of operating a motor v icle. When ver the director may 
order the vehicle dri r's license of a y such person sus
pended, revoked, o canceled, or shall fuse the issuance 
of vehicle driver' license, such suspen ·on, revocation, 
cancellation, or efusal shall be final and ective unless 
appeal from e decision of the director shal e taken as 
provided b aw. (1982 c 52 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 36 § 83; 
1977 ex.s c 356 § l; 1967 c 32 § 62; 1961 c § 46-
.52.120 rior: 1937 c 189 § 144; RRS § 6360-14 . 

Efi · ti,e date----Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes 
low· g RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.515 

46.61.750 
46.61.758 
46.61.770 

Chapter 46.61 
RULES OF THE ROAD 

Attempting to elude pursuing police vehicle. 

ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY-O RTAKING 
AND PASSING-USE OF ROADW Y 

estrictions on use of limited-acces highway-Use 
y bicyclists. 

police vehi
vcr of a motor vehicle who wil ly fails or 

refuses immediately bring his vehicle to a top and 
who d · es his vehicle in a manner indicating a nton 
or w· ful disregard for the lives or property of o crs 
whi attempting to elude a pursuing police vehicle, a er 
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les of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.37.196 Red lights on emergency tow trucks. All 
emergency tow trucks shall be identified by an intermit
tent or revolving red light capable of 360° visibility at a 
distance of five hundred feet under normal atmospheric 
conditions. This intermittent or revolving red light shall 
be used only at the scene of an emergency or accident, 
and it will be unlawful to use such light while traveling 
to or from an emergency or accident, or for any other 
purposes. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 16.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 35S: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37 .200 Stop lamps and electric turn signals. ( 1) 
Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under 
this chapter shall be equipped with a stop lamp or lamps 
on the rear of the vehicle which shall display a red or 
amber light, or any shade of color between red and am
ber, visible from a distance of not less than one hundred 
feet and on any vehicle manufactured or assembled after 
January l, 1964, three hundred feet to the rear in nor
mal sunlight, and which shall be actuated upon applica
tion of a service brake, and which may but need not be 
incorporated with one or more other rear lamps. 

(2) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required 
under RCW 46.37 .070(2) shall be equipped with electric 
turn signals which shall indicate an intention to turn by 
flashing lights showing to the f rant and rear of a vehicle 
or on a combination of vehicles on the side of the vehicle 
or combination toward which the turn is to be made. 
The lamps showing to the front shall be mounted on the 
same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable 
and, when signaling, shall emit amber light: Provided, 
That on any vehicle manufactured prior to January 1, 
1969, the lamps showing to the front may emit white or . 
amber light, or any shade of light between white and 
amber. The lamp showing to the rear shall be mounted 
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on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as prac
ticable, and, when signaling, shall emit a red or amber 
light, or any shade of color between red and amber. 
Turn signal lamps shall be visible from a distance of not 
less than five hundred feet to the front and rear in nor
mal sunlight. Turn signal lamps may, but need not be, 
incorporated in other lamps on the vehicle. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 17; 1963 c 154 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.200. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 20; prior: 1953 c 248 § 2, part; 1947 c 267 
§ 4, part; 1937 c 189 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360-23, part; RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c 178 § 1, 
part; 1927 c 309 § 15, part; RRS § 6362-15.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 35S: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 1S4: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.210 Additional lighting equipment. (1) Any 
motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than two 
side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or 
white light without glare. 

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more 
than one running-board courtesy lamp on each side 
thereof which shall emit a white or amber light without 
glare. 

(3) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with one or 
more back-up lamps either separately or in combination 
with other lamps, but any such back-up lamp or lamps 
shall not be lighted when the motor vehicle is in forward 
motion. 

(4) Any vehicle may be equipped with one or more 
side marker lamps, and any such lamp may be flashed in 
conjunction with turn or vehicular hazard warning sig
nals. Side marker lamps located toward the front of a 
vehicle shall be amber, and side marker lamps located 
toward the rear shall be red. 

(5) Any vehicle eighty inches or more in over-all 
width, if not · otherwise required by RCW 46.37 .090, 
may be equipped with not more than three identification 
lamps showing to the front which shall emit an amber 
light without glare and not more than three identifica
tion lamps showing to the rear which shall emit a red 
light without glare. Such lamps shall be mounted as 
specified in RCW 46.37.090(6) ((7)). 

(6) (a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, truck 
tractor, and pole trailer used in the state of Washington 
may be equipped with an auxiliary lighting system con
sisting of: 

(i) One green light to be activated when the accelera
tor of the motor vehicle is depressed; 

(ii) Not more than two amber lights to be activated 
when the motor vehicle is moving forward, or standing 
and idling, but is not under the power of the engine. 

(b) Such auxiliary system shall not interfere with the 
operation of vehicle stop lamps or turn signals, as re
quired by RCW 46.37.070. Such system, however, may 
operate in conjunction with such stop lamps or turn 
signals. 

(c) Only one color of the system may be illuminated 
at any one time, and at all times either the green light, 
or amber light or lights shall be illuminated when the 
stop lamps of the vehicle are not illuminated. 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 911 
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(d) The green light, and the amber light or lights, 
when illuminated shall be plainly visible at a distance of 
one thousand feet to the rear. 

(e) Only one such system may be mounted on a motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, truck tractor, or pole trailer; 
and such system shall be rear mounted in a horizontal 
fashion, at a height of not more than seventy-two inches, 
nor less than twenty inches, as provided by RCW 
46.37.0S0. 

(f) On a combination of vehicles, only the lights of the 
rearmost vehicle need actually be seen and distinguished 
as provided in subparagraph (d) of this subsection. 

(g) Each manufacturer's model of such a system as 
described in this subsection shall be approved by the 
commission on equipment as provided for in RCW 46-
.37 .00S and 46.37.320, before it may be sold or offered 
for sale in the state of Washington. [1977 ex.s. c 35S § 
18; 1975 1st ex.s. c 242 § l; 1963 c 154 § 16; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.37.210. Prior: 195S c 269 § 21; prior: 1937 c 189 § 
24; RRS § 6360-24; RCW 46.40.100.) 

Severabllity-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.215 Hazard warning lamps. (1) Any vehicle 
may be equipped with lamps for the purpose of warning 
other operators of other vehicles of the presence of ave
hicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual 
care in approaching, overtaking, or passing. 

(2) After June 1, 1978, every motor home, bus, truck, 
truck tractor, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer eighty 
inches or more in overall width or thirty feet or more in 
overall length shall be equipped with lamps meeting the 
requirements of this section .. 

(3) Vehicular hazard warning signal lamps used to 
display such warning to the front shall be mounted at 
the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practi
cable, and shall display simultaneously flashing amber 
light: Provided, That on any vehicle manufactured prior 
to January 1, 1969, the lamps showing to the front may 
display simultaneously flashing white or amber lights, or 
any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps 
used to display such warning to the rear shall be 
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally 
as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing 
amber or red lights, or any shade of color between am
ber and red. These warning lights shall be visible from a 
distance of not less than five hundred feet in normal 
sunlight. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 19.) 

Severability-1977 ex.i. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.220 Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the 
auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary passing lamp or 
combination thereof on motor vehicles shall be so ar
ranged that the driver may select at will between distri
butions of light projected to different elevations, and 
such lamps may be so arranged that such selection can 
be made automatically subject to the following 
limitations: 

rru1e 46 RCW-p 921 

( l) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, 
or composite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of four hundred 
fifty feet ahead for all conditions of loading; 

(2) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or 
composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of one hundred 
fifty feet ahead; and on a straight level road under any 
conditions of loading none of the high intensity portion 
of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an 
approaching driver; 

(3) Every new motor vehicle registered in this state 
after January 1, 1948, which has multiple-beam road
lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indi
cator, which shall be lighted whenever the uppermost 
distribution of light from ~he head lamps is in use, and 
shall not otherwise be lighted. Said indicator shall be so 
designed and located that when lighted it will be readily 
visible without glare to the driver of the vehicle so 
equipped. [1977 ex.s. c 35S § 20; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.220. 
Prior: 195S c 269 §. 22; prior: 1947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, part; RCW 46.40.140, part; 
1933 c 156 § 3, part; 1929 c 178 § S, part; 1927 c 309 § 
22, part; RRS § 6362-22, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37 .230 Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equip
ment. (1) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on 
a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto during the times 
specified in RCW 46.37.020, the driver shall use a dis
tribution of light, or composite beam, directed high 
enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 
vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, 
subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(2) Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an on
coming vehicle within five hundred feet, such driver 
shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, so 
aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the 
eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution 
of light, or composite beam, specified in RCW 
46.37.220(2) shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times, 
regardless of road contour and loading. 

(3) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an
other vehicle from the rear within three hundred feet 
such driver shall use a distribution of light permissible 
under this chapter other than the uppermost distribution 
of light specified in RCW 46.37.220(1). [1963 c 154 § 
17; 1961 c 12 § 46.37 .230. Prior: 19S5 c 269 § 23; prior: 
1947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-2Sa, 
part; RCW 46.40.140, part; 1933 c 156 § 3, part; 1929 c 
178 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 6362-22, 
part.] 

Effective date----1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46~37 .240 Single-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Head lamp systems which provide only a single distribu
tion of light shall be permitted on all farm tractors re
gardless of date of manufacture, and on all other motor 
vehicles mllnufactured and sold prior to one year after 
March 18, 1955, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting 

(1981 Ed.) 
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equipment herein specified if the single distribution of 
light complies with the following requirements and 
limitations: 

( 1) The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the 
vehicle is not loaded none of the high intensity portion of 
the light shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead · 
project higher than a level of five inches below the level 
of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no 
case higher than forty-two inches above the level on 
which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy-five 
feet ahead; 

(2) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons 
and vehicles at a distance of at least two hundred feet. 
(1977 ex.s. c 355 § 21; 1963 c 154 § 18; 1961 c 12 § 
46.37.240. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 24; prior: 1947 c 267 § 5, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, part; RCW 46.40-
.140, part; 1933 c 156 § 3, part; 1929 c 178 § 5, part; 
1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 6362-22, part.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. . . 

Effecti,e date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.260 Alternate road lighting equipment. Any 
motor vehicle may be operated under the conditions 
specified in RCW 46.37.020 when equipped with two 
lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of revealing 
persons and objects one hundred feet ahead in lieu of 
lamps required in RCW 46.37 .220 or 46.37 .240: Pro
vided, however, That at no time shall it be operated at a 
speed in excess of twenty miles per hour. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 22; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.260. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 26; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 27; RRS § 6360-27; RCW 
46.40.150.] 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.270 Number of lamps required-Number of 
additional lamps permitted. ( 1) At all times specified in 
RCW 46.37.020, at least two lighted lamps shall be dis
played, one on each side at the front of every motor ve
hicle, except when such vehicle is parked subject to the 
regulations governing lights on parked vehicles. 

(2) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head 
lamps as herein required is also equipped with any aux
iliary lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on . the 
f root thereof projecting a beam of intensity greater than 
three hundred candlepower, not more than a total of two 
of any such additional lamps on the front of a vehicle 
shall be lighted at any one time when upon a highway. 
(1977 ex.s. c 355 § 23; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.270. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 27; prior: 1937 c 189 § 28; RRS § 
6360-28; RCW 46.40.160; 1929 c 178 § 2; 1927 c 309 § 
19; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 
155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS § 6362-19.) 

Se,erahility-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.280 Special restrictions on lamps. ( 1) During 
the times specified in RCW 46.37 .020, any lighted lamp 
or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than 
head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn 
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signals, emergency vehicle warning lamps, warning 
lamps authorized by the state commission on equipment 
and school bus warning lamps, which projects a beam of 
light of an intensity greater than three hundred candle
power shall be so directed that no part of the high in
tensity portion of the beam will strike the level of the 
roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 
more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle. 

(2) Except as required in RCW 46.37.190 no person 
shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any 
highway with any lamp or device thereon displaying a 
red light visible from directly in front of the center 
thereof. 

(3) Flashing lights are prohibited except as required 
in RCW 46.37.190, 46.37.200, 46.37.210, 46.37.215, 
and 46.37 .300, and warning lamps authorized by the 
state commission on equipment. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 24; 
1963 c 154 § 19; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.280. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 28; prior: 1949 c 157 § 2; 1947 c 267 § 6; 1947 c 
200 § 2; 1937 c 189 § 29; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-29; 
RCW 46.40.170; 1927 c 309 § 33; RRS § 6362-:-33.) 

Se,erahility-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effecti,e date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37 .290 Special lighting equipment on school buses 
and private carrier buses. The state commission on 
equipment is authorized to adopt standards and specifi
cations applicable to lighting equipment on and special 
warning devices to be carried by school buses and pri
vate carrier buses consistent with the provisions of this 
chapter, but supplemental thereto. Such standards and 
specifications shall correlate with and, so far as possible, 
conform to the specifications then current as approved 
by the society of automotive engineers. [1977 c 45 § l; 
1970 ex.s. c 100 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.290. Prior: 1955 
c 269 § 29; prior: 1937 c 189 § 25, part; RRS § 
6360-25, part; RCW 46.40.130, part; 1929 c 178 § 3, 
part; 1927 c 309 § 20, part; RRS § 6362-20, part.] 

46.37.300 Standards for lights on snow-removal or 
highway maintenance and senice equipment. ( 1) The 
state commission on equipment shall adopt standards 
and specifications applicable to head lamps, clearance 
lamps, identification arid other lamps on snow-removal 
and other highway maintenance and service equipment 
when operated on the highways of this state in lieu of 
the lamps otherwise required on motor vehicles by this 
chapter. Such. standards and specifications may permit 
the use of flashing lights for purposes of identification on . 
snow-removal an_d other highway maintenance and serv
ice equipment when in service upon the highways. The 
standards and specifications for lamps ref erred to in this 
section shall correlate with and, so far as possible, con
form with those approved by the American association 
of state highway officials. 

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any snow-removal 
and other highway maintenance and service equipment 
on any highway unless the lamps thereon comply with 
and are lighted when and as required by the standards 
and specifications adopted as provided in this section. 

fl'ltle 46 RCW-p 93) 
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[1963 c 154 § 20; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.300. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 30.) 

Effecthe date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.310 Selling or using lamps or equipment. (1) 
On and after January 1, 1938, no person shall have for 
sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon or as a part of the 
equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or 
use upon any such vehicle any head lamp, auxiliary, or 
fog lamp, rear lamp, signal lamp or reflector, which re
flector is required hereunder, or parts of any of the 
foregoing which tend to change the original design or 
performance, unless of a type which has been submitted 
to the state commission on equipment and approved by 
it. 

(2) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale 
for use upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor 
vehicle, trailer or semitrailer any lamp or device men
tioned in this section which has been approved by the 
state commission on equipment unless such lamp or de
vice bears thereon the trademark or name under which it 
is approved so as to be legible when installed. 

(3) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, 
trailer or semitrailer any lamps mentioned in this section 
unless said lamps are mounted, adjusted and aimed in 
accordance with instructions of the state commission on 
equipment. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.310. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 
31; prior: 1937 c 189 § 30; RRS § 6360-30; RCW 46-
.40.180; 1929 c 178 § 12; 1927 c 309 § 35; RRS § 
6362-35.) 

7.320 Authority or state commission on equipment with re -
ence t Ughting devices (as amended by 1977 ex.s. c 20). (1) The ate 
commis ·on on equipment is hereby authorized to approve or isap
prove lig ·ng devices and to issue and enforce regulations est lishing 
standards a d specifications for the approval of such lighti g devices, 
and their ins llation, adjustment, and aiming, when in e on motor 
vehicles. Such gulations shall correlate with and, so f: as practica
ble, conform to e then current standards and spe · 1cations of the 
society of automo ·ve engineers applicable to such uipment and to 
the headlamp stand ds established by the Unite ations agreement 
concerning the adopt! of approval and recipr al recognition of ap
proval for motor vehi equipment and pa s done at Geneva on 
March 20, 1958, as ame ed and adopted the Canadian standards 
association (CSA standard 106.2): Prov· ed, That the sale, installa
tion, and use of any headla meeting e standards of either the so
ciety of automotive engineers r the nited Nations agreement, as 
amended, shall be lawful in this at . 

(2) The state commission on uipment is hereby required to ap
prove or disapprove any lightin e · e, of a type on which approval is 
specifically required in this apter, within a reasonable time after 
such device has been submit 

(3) The state commissi on equipme 
up the procedure which all be followed 
for approval. 

(4) The state co 
lamp or device sh issue to the applicant a cer · 1cate of approval to
gether with any · structions determined by it. 

(5) The st e commission on equipment shall blish lists of all 
lamps and d ices by name and type which have bee approved by it. 
[1977 ex.s c 20 § I; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.320. Prior: I 5 c 269 § 32; 
prior: 19 c 189 § 31; RRS § 6360-31; RCW 46.40.19 · 1933 c 156 
§ 4, p ; I 929 c 178 § 6, part; I 927 c 309 § 23, part; RR 6362-23, 
part 

46.37.320 Authority or state commission on equipment with fer
ence to lighting devices or other safety equipment (as amended by 77 

[Title 46 RCW-p 94) 

.s. c 355). (I) The state commission on equipment is hereby auth 
iz to approve or disapprove any lighting device or other s ety 
equ1 erit, component, or assembly of a type for which approv is re
quired · this chapter or in regulations issued by the state co mission 
on equip ent within a reasonable time after such approv has been 
requested. 

(2) The st e commission on equipment shall establis the procedure 
to be follow hen request for approval of any · hting device or 
other safety equ1 ent, component, or assembly ·s submitted under 
this chapter or in r ulations issued by the state mmission on equip
ment. The procedure ay provide for submiss· n of such device, com
ponent, or assembly to recognized orga · tion or agency such as, 
but not limited to, the veli le equipment fety commission, American 
national standards institute, ociety of utomotive engineers, and the 
American association of moto vehicl administrators, as the agent of 
the state commission on equipme t d for the issuance of an approval 
certificate by that recognized or · tion or agency in lieu of submis-
sion of the device, component, bly to the state commission on 
equipment. 

(3) The state commissi 
lists of all lamps, lighti devices, compo nts, assemblies, or other 
safety equipment by me and type which h e been approved by it. 
[1977 ex.s. c 355 § ; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.320. ior: 1955 c 269 § 32; 
prior: 1937 c 189 31; RRS § 6360-31; RCW 4 0.190; 1933 c 156 
§ 4, part; 1929 78 § 6, part; 1927 c 309 § 23, par, RRS § 6362-23, 
part.] 

Reviser' note: RCW 46.37.320 was amended twice dun 
extraor · ary session of the legislature, each without refere 
other. 

F rule of construction concerning sections amended more han 
o e at any session of the same legislature, see RCW 1.12.025. 

Severability-·-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RC , 
46.37.010. 

.37.330 Revocation of certificate of approval 
devi --Reapproval, conditions. ( 1) When the s 
com · sion on equipment has reason to believe th 
approv device does not comply with the requir ents 
of this c apter or regulations issued by the st e com
mission o equipment, it may, after giving t rty days' 
previous no ·ce to the person holding the c tificate of 
approval for · ch device in this state, cond ct a hearing 
upon the quest1 n of compliance of said a proved device. 
After said heari the state commissi on equipment 
shall determine w ther said approve device meets the 
requirements of thi chapter and r ulations issued by 
the commission. If s id device d es not meet the re
quirements of this cha ter or t commission's regula
tions it shall give not e to the one to whom the 
certificate of approval ha b en issued of the commis
sion's intention to suspend r revoke the certificate of 
approval for such device i th state. 

(2) If at the expirati of n ety days after such no
tice the person holdi the cer ·ficate of approval for 
such device has faile to satisfy th state commission on 
equipment that sai approved devic as thereafter to be 
sold or offered t sale meets the re uirements of this 
chapter or the ommission's regulation the state com
mission on e ipment shall suspend or evoke the ap
proval issue therefor and shall require t withdrawal 
of all such evices from the market and may equire that 
all said evices sold since the notification ti replaced 
with d tees that do comply. 

(3) hen a certificate of approval has been su ended 
or r oked pursuant to this chapter or regulations the 
st e commission on equipment, the device shall no be 

ain approved unless and until it has been submit ed 

(1981 Ed.) 
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ex.s. c 355: See note following 

46.37.340 Braking equipment required. Every motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any 
combination of such vehicle operating upon a highway 
within this state shall be equipped with brakes in com
pliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(I) Service brakes-adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles, except special mobile 
equipment as defined in RCW 46.04.552, shall be 
equipped with service brakes complying with the per
formance requirements of RCW 46.37.351 and adequate 
to control the movement of and to stop and hold such 
vehicle under all conditions of loading, and on any grade 
incident to its operation. 

(2) Parking brakes--adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles shall be equipped with 
parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any 
grade on which it is operated, under all conditions of 
loading, on a surface free from snow, ice, or loose mate
rial. The parking brakes shall be capable of being ap
plied in conformance with the foregoing requirements by 
the driver's muscular effort or by spring action or by' 
equivalent means. Their operation may be assisted by 
the service brakes or other source of power provided that 
failure of the service brake actuation system or other 
power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking 
brakes from being applied in conformance with the fore
going requirements. The parking brakes shall be so de
signed that when once applied they shall remain applied 
with the required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any 
source of energy or leakage of any kind. The same brake 
drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies, brake shoe 
anchors, and mechanical brake shoe actuation mecha
nism normally associated with the wheel brake assem
blies may be used for both the service brakes and the · 
parking brakes. If _ the means of applying the_ parking 
brakes and the service brakes are connected in any way, 
they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part 
shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes. 

(3) Brakes on all wheels. Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with brakes acting on all wheels except: 

(a) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers of a gross 
weight not exceeding three thousand pounds, provided 
that: 

(i) The total weight on and including the wheels of 
the trailer or trailers shall not exceed forty percent of 

(1981 Ed.) - . -·--------- ···------·-· ---------~ 

the gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected to 
the trailer or trailers; and 

(ii) The combination of vehicles consisting of the tow
ing vehicle and its total towed load, is capable of com
plying with the performance requirements of RCW 
46.37.351; 

(b) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers manufac
tured and assembled prior to July l, 1965, shall not be 
required to be equipped with brakes when the total 
weight on and including the wheels of the trailer or 
trailers does not exceed two thousand pounds; 

(c) Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or towaway 
operations, provided the combination of vehicles is capa
ble of complying with the performance requirements of 
RCW 46.37.351; 

(d) Trucks and truck tractors having three or more 
axles need not- have brakes on the front wheels, except 
that when such vehicles are equipped with at least two 
steerable axles, the wheels of one steerable axle need not 
have brakes. However, such trucks and truck tractors 
must be capable of complying with the performance re
quirements of RCW 46.37.351; 

(e) Special mobile equipment as defined in RCW 46-
.04.552 and all vehicles designed primarily for off
highway use with braking systems which work within the 
power train rather than directly at each wheel; 

(f) Vehicles manufactured prior to January l, 1930, 
may have brakes operating on only two wheels. 

(g) For a forklift manufactured after January 1, 1970, 
and being towed, wheels need not have brakes except for 
those on the rearmost axle so long as such brakes, to
gether with the brakes on the towing vehicle, shall be 
adequate to stop the combination within the stopping 
distance requirements of RCW 46.37.351. 

(4) Automatic trailer brake application upon breaka
way. Every trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer equipped 
with air or vacuum actuated brakes and every trailer, 
semitrailer, and pole trailer with a gross weight in excess 
of three thousand pounds, manufactured or assembled 
after January l, 1964, shall be equipped with brakes 
acting on all wheels and of such character as to be ap
plied automatically and promptly, and remain applied 
for at least fifteen minutes, upon breakaway from the 
towing vehicle. 

(5) Tractor brakes protected. Every motor vehicle 
manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1964, and 
used to tow a trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer equipped 
with brakes, shall be equipped with means for providing 
that in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the tow
ing vehicle will be capable of being stopped by the use of 
its service brakes. 

( 6) Trailer air reservoirs safeguarded. Air brake sys
tems installed on trailers manufactured or assembled ·af
ter January 1, 1964, shall be so designed that the supply 
reservoir used to provide air for the brakes shall be safe
guarded against backflow of air from the reservoir 
through the supply line. 

(7) Two means of emergency brake operation. 
(a) Air brakes. After January l, 1964, every towing 

vehicle, when used to tow another vehicle equipped with 

rritle 46 RCW-p 95) 
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air controlled brakes, in other than driveaway or tow
away operations, shall be equipped with two means for 
emergency application of the trailer brakes. One of these 
means shall apply the brakes automatically in the event 
of a reduction of the towing vehicle air supply to a fixed 
pressure which shall be not lower than twenty pounds 
per square inch nor higher than forty-five pounds per 
square inch. The other means shall be a manually con
trolled device for applying and releasing the brakes, 
readily operable by a person seated in the driving seat, 
and its emergency position or. method of operation shall 
be clearly indicated. In no instance may the manual 
means be so arranged as to permit its use to prevent op
eration of the automatic means. The automatic and the 
manual means required by this section may be, but are 
not required to be, separate. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January 1, 1964, every 
towing vehicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with 
vacuum brakes, in operations other than driveaway or 
towaway operations, shall have, in addition to the single 
control device required by subsection (8) of this section, 
a second control device which can be used to operate the 
brakes on towed vehicles in emergencies. The second 
control shall be independent of brake air, hydraulic, and 
other pressure, and· independent of other controls, unless 
the braking system be · so arranged that failure of the 
pressure upon which the second control depends will 
cause the towed vehicle brakes to be applied automati
cally. The second control is not required to provide 
modulated braking. 

(8) Single control to operate all brakes. After January 
1, 1964, every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and 
pole trailer, and every combination of such vehicles, 
equipped with brakes shall have the braking system so 
arranged that one control device can be used to operate 
all service brakes. This requirement does not prohibit 
vehicles from being equipped with an additional control 
device to be used to operate brakes on the towed vehi
cles. This regulation does not apply to driveaway or 
towaway operations unless the brakes on the individual 
vehicles are designed to be operated by a single control 
in the towing vehicle. 

(9) Reservoir capacity and check valve. 
(a) Air brakes. Every bus, truck, or truck tractor with 

air operated brakes shall be equipped with at least one 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, when fully charged to 
the maximum pressure as regulated by the air compres
sor governor cut-out setting, a full service brake appli
cation may be made without lowering such reservoir 
pressure by more than twenty percent. Each reservoir 
shall be provided with means for readily draining accu
mulated oil or water. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January 1, 1964, every 
truck with three or more axles equipped with vacuum 
assistor type brakes and every truck tractor and truck 
used for towing a vehicle equipped with vacuum brakes 
shall be equipped with a reserve capacity or a vacuum 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, with the reserve ca
pacity or reservoir fully charged and with the engine 
stopped, a full service brake application may be made 

fTitle 46 RC\\'-p 961 

without depleting the vacuum supply by more than forty 
percent. 

(c) Reservoir safeguarded. All motor vehicles, trailers, 
semitrailers, and pole trailers, when equipped with air or 
vacuum reservoirs or reserve capacity as required by this 
section, shall have such reservoirs or reserve capacity so 
safeguarded by a check valve or equivalent device that in 
the event of failure or leakage in its connection to the 
source of compressed air or vacuum, the stored air or 
vacuum shall not be depleted by the leak or failure. 

(10) Warning devices. 
(a) Air brakes. Every bus, truck, or truck tractor us

ing compressed air for the operation of its own brakes or 
the brakes on any towed vehicle, shall be provided with a 
warning signal, other than a pressure gauge, readily au
dible or visible to the driver, which will operate at any 
time the air reservoir pressure of the vehicle is below 
fifty percent of the air compressor governor cut-out 
pressure. In addition, each such vehicle shall be 
equipped with a pressure gauge visible to the driver, 
which indicates in pounds per square inch the pressure 
available for braking. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January l, 1964, every 
truck tractor and truck used for towing a vehicle 
equipped with vacuum operated brakes and every truck 
with three or more axles using vacuum in the operation 
of its brakes, except those in driveaway or towaway op
erations, shall be equipped with a warning signal, other 
than a gauge indicating vacuum, readily audible or visi
ble to the driver, which will operate at any time the vac
uum in the vehicle's supply reservoir or reserve capacity 
is less than eight inches of mercury. 

(c) Combination of warning devices. When a vehicle 
required to be equipped with a _warning device is 
equipped with both air and vacuum power for the oper
ation of its own brakes or the brakes on a towed vehicle, 
the warning devices may be, but are not required to be, 
combined into a single device which will serve both pur
poses. A gauge or gauges indicating pressure or vacuum 
shall not be deemed to be an adequate means of satisfy
ing this requirement. ( 1979 c 11 § 1. Prior: 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 27; 1977 ex.s. c 148 § 2; I 965 ex.s. c 170 § 49; 
1963 c 154 § 21; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.340; prior: 1955 c 
269 § 34; prior: 1937 c 189 § 34, part; RRS § 6360-34, 
part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1929 c 180 § 6; 
1927 C 309 § 16; 1923 C 181 § 5; 1921 C 96 § 23; 1915 C 

142 § 22; RRS § 6362-16.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.351 . Performance ability of brakes. Every mo
tor vehicle and combination of vehicles, at all times and 
under all conditions of loading, upon application of the 
service brakes, shall be capable of: 

( 1) Developing a braking force that is not less than 
the percentage of its gross weight tabulated herein for its 
classification, 

(2) Decelerating to a stop from not more than twenty 
miles per hour at not less than the feet per second per 
second tabulated herein for its classification, and 

(1981 Ed.) 
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(3) Stopping from a speed of twenty miles per hour in 
not more than the distance tabulated herein for its 
classification, such distance to be measured from the 
point at which movement of the service brake pedal or 
control begins. 

Tests for deceleration and stopping distance shall be 
made on a substantially level (not to exceed plus or mi
nus one percent grade), dry, smooth, hard surface that is 
free from loose material. 

Classification 
of· Vehicles 

Braking 
force 
as a 

percent
age of gross 

vehicle or 
combination 

weight 

A Passenger vehicles with 
a seating capacity of 
IO people or less in
cluding driver, not 
having a manufactur-
er's, gross vehicle 
weight rating ....... 52.8% 

B-1 All motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles .. 43.5% 

8-2 Single unit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross vehicle weight 
rating of 10,000 
pounds or less ....... 43.5% 

C-1 Single unit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross weight rating of 
more than I 0,000 
pounds ............. 43.5% 

C-2 Combinations of a 
two-axle towing vehi-
cle and a trailer with a 
gross trailer weight of 
3,000 pounds or less .. 43.5% 

C-3 Buses, regardless of the 
qumber of axles, not 
h3:ving a manufactur-
er's gross weight rat-
ing· ................ 43.5% 

C-4 All combinations of 
vehicles in driveaway
towaway operations ... 43.5% 

D All other vehicles and 
combinations of vehi-
cles ............. · .. 43.5% 

[1963 C 154 § 22.] 

Deceler
ation in 
feet per 
second 

per 
second 

17 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Brake 
system 

application 
and 

braking 
distance 
in feet 
from an 
initial 

speed of 
20 m.p.h. 

25 

30 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

50 

[rfective date--1963 c 1S4: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.360 Maintenance of brakes-Brake system 
failure indicator. (I) All brakes shall be maintained in 

(19KI I'd.) 

good working order and shall be so adjusted as to oper
ate as equally as practicable with respect to the front 
and back wheels and to wheels on opposite sides of the 
vehicle. 

(2) All passenger cars manufactured on or after Jan
uary I, 1968, and other types of vehicles manufactured 
on or after September I, 1975, shall be equipped with 
brake system failure indicator lamps which shall be 
maintained in good working order. The brake system 
shall demonstrate good working order and integrity by 
the application of a force of one hundred twenty-five 
pounds to the brake pedal for ten seconds without the 
occurrence of any of the following: 

(i) Illumination of the brake system failure indicator 
lamp; 

(ii) A decrease of more than eighty percent of service 
brake pedal height as measured from its free position to 
the floorboard or any other object which restricts service 
· brake pedal travel; 

(iii) Failure of any hydraulic line or other part. 
(3) Brake hoses shall not be mounted so as to contact 

the vehicle body or chassis. In addition, brake hoses shall 
not be cracked, chafed, flattened, abraded, or visibly 
leaking. Protection devices such as • rub rings• shall not 
be considered part of the hose or tubing. 

(4) Disc and drum condition. If the drum is embossed 
with a maximum safe diameter dimension or the rotor is 
embossed with a minimum safety thickness dimension, 
the drum or disc shall be within the appropriate specifi
cations. These dimensions will be found on motor vehi
cles manufactured since January I, 1971, and may be 
found on vehicles manufactured for several years prior 
to that time. If the drums and discs are not embossed, 
the drums and discs shall be within the manufacturer's 
specifications. 

(5) Friction materials. On each brake the thickness of 
the lining or pad shall not be less than one thirty-second 
of an inch over the rivet heads, or the brake shoe on 
bonded linings or pads. Brake linings and pads shall not 
have cracks or breaks that extend to rivet holes except 
minor cracks that do not impair attachment. Drum 
brake linings shall be secµrely attached to brake shoes. 
Disc brake pads shall be securely attached to shoe 
plates. 

(6) Backing plates and caliper assemblies shall not be 
deformed or cracked. System parts shall not be broken, 
misaligned, missing, binding, or show evidence of severe 
wear. Automatic adjusters and other parts shall be as
sembled and installed correctly. [l 977 ex.s. c 355 § 28; 
1961 c 12 § 46.37 .360. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 36; prior: 
1951 c 56 § 2, part; 1937 c 189 § 34, part; RRS § 
6360-34, part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1929 c 
180 § 6; 1927 c 309 § 16; 1923 c 181 § 5; 192l c 96 § 
23; 1915 c 142 § 22; RRS § 6362-16.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.365 Hydraulic brake fiuid--Defined-
Standards and specifications. ( 1) The term • hydraulic 
brake fluid• as used in this section shall mean the liquid 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 97) 

---- ---·-•-·--···-··---··----~---=,:-:-. :-. -::-:-.. ~_.:,;-, -:.-::: .. -:.-:.-:. -~--.:--------~ ....... -.:,.._ __ _ 



------------------ .1-:._· ~·---··--·-·----.,...,.------~----- ---- -- ··-----·--- --46.37.365 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

medium through which force is transmitted to .the brakes 
in the hydr~ulic brake system of a vehicle. 

(2) Hydraulic brake fluid shall be distributed and 
serviced with due regard for the safety of the occupants 
of the vehicle and the public. 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall, in com
pliance with the provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW, the 
administrative procedure act, which govern the adoption 
of rules, adopt and enforce regulations for the adminis
tration of this section and shall adopt and publish stand
ards and specifications for hydraulic brake fluid which 
shall correlate with, and so far as practicable conform 
to, the then current standards and specifications of the 
society of automotive engineers applicable to such fluid. 

(4) No person shall distribute, have for sale, offer for 
sale, or sell any hydraulic brake fluid unless it complies 
with the requirements of this section and the standard 
specifications adopted by the state commission on equip
ment. No person shall service any vehicle with brake 
fluid unless it complies with the requirements of this 
section and the standards and specifications adopted by 
the state commission on equipment. 

(5) Subsections (3) and (4) of this section shall not 
apply to petroleum base fluids in vehicles with brake 
systems designed to use them. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 29; 
1963 C 154 § 24.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective clate-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.369 Wheels and front suspension. ( 1) No vehi
cle shall be equipped with wheel nuts, hub caps, or wheel 
discs extending outside the body of the vehicle when 
viewed from directly above which: · 

(a) Incorporate ·winged projections; or 
(b) Constitute a hazard to pedestrians and cyclists. 

For the purposes of this section, a wheel nut is defined 
as an exposed nut which is mounted at the center or hub 
of a wheel, and is not one of the ordinary hexagonal nuts 
which secure a wheel to an axle and are normally cov
ered by a hub cap or wheel disc. 

(2) Tire rims and wheel discs shall have no visible 
cracks, elongated bolt holes, or indications of repair by 
welding. In addition, the lateral and radial runout of 
each rim bead area shall not exceed one-eighth of an 
inch of total indicated runout. 

(3) King pins or ball joints shall not be worn to the 
extent that front wheels tip in or out more than one
quarter of an inch at the lower edge of the tire. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 30.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.375 Steering and suspension systems. (1) Con
struction of steering control system. The steering control 
system shall be constructed and maintained so that no 
components or attachments, including horn activating 
mechanism and trim hardware, can catch the driver's 
clothing or jewelry during normal driving maneuvers. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 98) 

(2) Maintenance of steering control system. System 
play, lash, or free play in the steering system shall not 
exceed the values tabulated herein. 

Steering wheel diameter 
(inches) 

Lash 
(inches) 

16 or less ..................................... 2 
18 ....................................... 2-1/4 
20 ................................ •.• ..... 2-1/2 
22 ..................................... ,. 2-3/4 

(3) Linkage play. Free play in the steering linkage 
shall not exceed one-quarter of an inch. 

(4) Other components of the steering system such as 
the power steering belt, tie rods, or idler arms or Pitman 
arms shall not be broken, worn out, or show signs of 
breakage. 

(5) Suspension condition. Ball joint seals shall not be 
cut or cracked. Structural parts shall not be bent or 
damaged. Stabilizer bars shall be connected. Springs 
shall not be broken, or extended by spacers. Shock ab
sorber mountings, shackles, and U-bolts shall be 
securely attached. Rubber bushings shall not be cracked, 
or extruded out or missing from suspension joints. Ra
-dius rods shall not be missing or damaged. 

(6) Shock absorber system. Shock absorbers shall not 
be loose from mountings, leak, or b_e inoperative. 

(7) Alignment. Toe-in and toe-out measurements 
shall not be greater than one and one-half times the 
value listed in the vehicle manufacturer's service specifi
cation for alignment setting. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 31.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.380 Horns, warning devices, and theft alarms. 
(1) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway 
shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and 
capable of emitting sound audible under normal condi
tions from a distance of not less than two hundred feet, 
but no horn or other warning device shall emit an un
reasonably loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver 
of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to 
insure safe operation give audible warning with his horn 
but shall not otherwise use such horn when· upon a 
highway. 

(2) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any 
person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or bell, ex
cept as otherwise permitted in this section. 

(3) It is permissible for any vehicle to be equipped 
with a theft alarm signal device so long as it is· so ar
ranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordi- . 
nary warning signal. Such a theft alarm signal device 
may use a whistle, bell, horn, or other audible signal but 
shall not use a siren. 

(4) Any authorized emergency vehicle may be 
equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell, capable of emit
ting sound audible under normal conditions from a dis
tance of not less than five hundred feet and of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment, but 
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is 
operated in response to an emergency call or in the im
mediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 

(1981 Ed.) 
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law, in which said latter events the driver of such vehicle 
shall sound said siren when reasonably necessary to warn 
pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof. 
[ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 32; 1961 c 12 § 46.37 .380. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 38; prior: 1937 c 189 § 35; RRS § 
6360-35; RCW 46.36.040.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.390 Mufflers, prevention of noise----Smoke 
and air contaminants--Standards-Definitions. ( 1) 
Every motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a 
muffler in good working order and in constant operation 
to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person 
shall use a muffler cut-out, bypass, or similar device 
upon a motor vehicle on a highway. 

(2) (a) No motor vehicle first sold and registered as a 
new motor vehicle on or after January 1, 1971, shall 
discharge into the atmosphere at elevations of less than 
three thousand feet any air contaminant for a period of 
more than ten seconds which is: 

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. 1 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de
scribed in subsection (a)(i) above. 

(b) No motor vehicle first sold and registered prior to 
January 1, 1971, shall discharge into the atmosphere at 
elevations of less than three thousand feet any air con
taminant for a period of more than ten seconds which is: 

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. 2 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de
scribed in subsection (b)(i) above. 

(c) For the purposes of this subsection the following 
definitions shall apply: 

(i) "Opacity" means the degree to which an emission 
reduces the transmission of light and obscures the view 
of an object in the background; . 

(ii) • Ringelmann chart• means the Ringelmann 
smoke chart with instructions for use as published by the 
United States bureau of mines in May 1967 and as 
thereafter amended, information circular 7718. 

(3) No person shall modify the exhaust system of a 
motor vehicle in a manner which will amplify or increase 
the noise emitted by the engine of such vehicle above 
that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the 
vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to oper
ate a motor vehicle not equipped as required by this 
subsection, or which has been amplified as prohibited by 
this subsection. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 33; 1972 ex.s. c 135 
§ l; 1967 c 232 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.390. Prior: 1955 
c 269 § 39; prior: 1937 c 189 § 36; RRS § 6360-36; 
RCW 46.36.050; 1927 c 309 § 17; 1921 c 96 § 21; 1915 
c 142 § 20; RRS § 6362-17.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
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Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.400 Mirrors. (1) Every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a mirror mounted on the left side of the 
vehicle and so located to reflect to the driver a view of 
the highway for a distance of at least two hundred feet 
to the rear of such vehicle. 

(2) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with an ad
ditional mirror mounted either inside the vehicle ap
proximately in the center or outside the vehicle on the 
right side and so located as to reflect to the driver a view 
of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred 
feet to the rear of such vehicle. 

(3) All mirrors required by this section shall be main
tained in good condition. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 34; 1963 c 
154 § 25; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.400. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 40; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 37; RRS § 6360-37; RCW 
46.36.060.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note - following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effecti,e clate---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles--Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.410 Windshields required, exception-Must 
be unobstructed and equipped with wipers. ( 1) All motor 
vehicles operated on the public highways of this state 
shall be equipped with a front windshield manufactured 
of safety glazing materials for use in motor vehicles in 
accordance with RCW 46.37.430, except, however, on 
such vehicles not so equipped or where windshields are 
not in use, the operators of such vehicles shall wear 
glasses, goggles, or · face shields pursuant to RCW 
46.37 .530(1 )(b ). 

(2) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any 
sign, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the 
front windshield, side wings, or· side or rear windows of 
such vehicle which obstructs the driver's clear view of 
the highway or any intersecting highway. 

(3) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so 
constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver 
of the vehicle. After January l, 1938, it shall be unlaw
ful for any person to operate a new motor vehicle first 
sold or delivered after that date which is not equipped 
with such device or devices in good working order capa
ble of cleaning the windshield thereof over two separate 
arcs, one each on the left and right side of the wind~ 
shield, each capable of cleaning a surface of not less 
than one hundred twenty square inches, or other device 
or devices capable of accomplishing substantially the 
same result. 

(4) Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall 
be maintained in good working order. (1977 ex.s. c 355 
§ 35; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.410. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 41; 
prior: (i) 1937 c 189 § 38; RRS § 6360-38; RCW 46-
.36.070. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 39; RRS § 6360-39; RCW 
46.36.080.) 

(Title 46 RCW-p 99) 
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Seterabllity-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37 .420 Restrictions as to tire equipment. ( 1 ) After 
January 1, 1938, it shall be unlawful to operate a vehicle 
upon the public highways of this state unless it is com
pletely equipped with pneumatic rubber tires. 

(2) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall 
have on its periphery any block, flange, cleat or spike or 
any other protuberance of any material other than rub
ber which projects beyond the tread of the traction sur-. 
face of the tire, except that it shall be permissible to use 
farm machinery with tires having protuberances which 
will not injure the highway, and except also that it shall 
be permissible to use tire chains or metal studs imbed
ded within the tire of reasonable proportions and of a 
type approved by the state commission on equipment, 
upon any vehicle when required for safety because of 
snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle 
to skid: Provided, That it shall be unlawful to use metal 
studs imbedded within the tire between April 1 and 
November 1: Provided further, That the state highway 
commission may, from time to time, determine addi
tional periods in which the use of tires with metal studs 
imbedded therein shall be lawful. 

(3) The state highway commission and local authori
ties in their respective jurisdictions may in their discre
tion issue special permits authorizing the operation upon 
a highway of traction engines or tractors having movable 
tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery 
of such movable tracks or farm tractors or other farm 
machinery, the operation of which .upon a highway 
would otherwise be prohibited under this section. 

(4) Tires with metal studs imbedded therein may be 
used between November I and April 1 upon school buses 
and fire department vehicles, any law or regulation to 
the contrary notwithstanding. [ 1971 ex.s. c 32 § 1; 1969 
ex.s. c 7 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.420. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 
42; prior: (i) 1937 c 189 § 41; RRS § 6360-41; RCW 
46.36.100. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 42; RRS § 6360-42; RCW 
46.36.120; 1929 c 180 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 46; RRS § 
6362-46.) , 

Reriser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission• means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.01S. 
Dangerous road conditions requiring special tires, chains, metal studs: 

RCW 47.36.250. 
Motorcycles and motor-ariven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.423 Pneumatic passenger car tires--Stand
ards-Exception for off-highway use---Penalty. No 
person, firm, or corporation shall sell or off er for sale for 
use on the public highways of this state any new pneu
matic passenger car tire which does not meet the stand
ards established by federal motor vehicle safety standard 
No. 109, as promulgated by the United States depart
ment of transportation under authority of the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 
719; 728; 15 U.S.C. ]392, 1407). 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1001 

The applicable standard shall be the version of stand
ard No. I 09 in effect at .the time of manufacture of the 
tire. 

It is a traffic infraction for any person, firm, or cor
poration to sell or offer for sale any new pneumatic pas
senger car tire which does not meet the standards 
prescribed in this section unless such tires are sold for 
off-highway use, as evidenced by a statement signed by 
the purchaser at the time of sale certifying that he is not 
purchasing such tires for use on the public highways of 
this state. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 71; 1971 c 77 § 1.) 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.37.424 Regrooved tires--Standards-Excep
tion for off-highway use---Penalty, No person, firm, 
or corporation shall sell or offer for sale any regrooved 
tire or shall regroove any tire for use on the public high
ways of this state which does not meet the standard es
tablished by federal motor vehicle standard part 
569--regrooved tires, as promulgated by the United 
States department of transportation under authority of 
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of' 
1966 (80 Stat. 719, 728; 15 U.S.C. 1392, 1407). 

The applicable standard shall be the version of the 
federal regrooved tire standard in effect at the time of 
regrooving. 

It is a traffic infraction for any person, firm, or cor
poration to sell or off er for sale any regrooved tire or 
shall regroove any tire which does not meet the stand
ards prescribed in this section unless such tires are sold 
or regrooved for off-highway use, as evidenced by a 
statement signed by the purchaser or regroover at the 
time of sale or regrooving certifying that he is not pur
chasing or regrooving such tires for use on the public 
highways of this state. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 72; 1977 ex.s. 
C 355 § 36; ]97] C 77 § 2.) 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 3S5: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.425 Authority of state comm1ss1on on equip
ment with reference to tires--. Rules and regula
tions--Penalty. No person shall drive or move or 
cause to be driven or moved any vehicle, the tires of 
which have contact with the driving surface of the road, 
subject to registration in this state, upon the public 
highways of this state unless such vehicle is equipped 
with tires in safe operating condition in accordance with 
requirements established by this section or by the state 
commission on equipment. 

The state commission on equipment shall promulgate 
rules and regulations setting forth requirements of safe 
operating condition of tires capable of being employed 
by a law enforcement officer by visual inspection of tires 
mounted on vehicles including visual comparison with 
simple measuring gauges. These rules shall include ef
fects of tread wear and depth of tread. 

A tire shall be considered unsafe if it has: 

(1981 Ed.) 
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(I) Any ply or cord exposed either to the naked eye or 
when cuts or abrasions on the tire are probed; or 

(2) Any bump, bulge, or knot, affecting the tire 
structure; or 

(3) Any break repaired with a boot; or 
(4) A tread depth of less than 2/32 of an inch mea

sured in any two major tread grooves at three locations 
equally spaced around the circumference of the tire, or 
for those tires with tread wear indicators, a tire shall be 
considered unsafe if it is worn to the point that the tread 
wear indicators contact the road in any two major tread 
grooves at three locations equally spaced around the cir
cumference of the tire; or 

(5) A legend which indicates the tire is not intended 
for use on public highways such as, •not for highway 
use• or •for racing purposes onty•; or 

(6) Such condition as may be reasonably demon
strated to render it unsafe; or 

(7) If not matched in tire size designation, construc
tion, and profile to the other tire and/or tires on the 
same axle: 

No person, firm, or corporation shall sell any vehicle 
for use on the public highways of this state unless the 
vehicle is equipped with tires that are in compliance with 
the provisions of this section. If the tires are found to be 
in violation of the provisions of this section, the person, 
firm, or corporation selling the vehicle shall cause such 
tires to be removed from the vehicle and shall equip the 
vehicle with tires that are in compliance with the provi
sions of this section. 

It is a traffic infraction for any person to operate a 
vehicle on the public highways of this state, or to sell a 
vehicle for use on the public highways of this state, 
which is equipped with a tire or tires in violation of the 
provisions of this section or the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the state commission on equipment 
hereunder: Provided, however, That if the violation re
lates to items (I) to (7) inclusive of this section then the 
condition or defect must be such that it can be detected 
by a visual inspection of tires mounted on vehicles, in
cluding visual comparison with simple measuring 
gauges. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 73; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 37; 
1.971 C 77 § 3.) 

EffectiYe date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effectl,e date---1971 c 77: "The provisions of RCW 46.37.42S 
shall have an effective date of January 1, 1972, but the state commis
sion on equipment shall have the authority to proceed with the pro
mulgation of the rules and regulations provided for in RCW 46.37.42S 
so ·the rules and regulations may have an effective date of January 1, 
1972." (1971 C 77 § 4.) 

46.37.430 Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. 
( 1) On and after January 1, 1938, no person shall sell 
any new motor vehicle as specified herein, nor shall any 
new motor vehicle as specified herein be registered . 
thereafter unless such vehicle is equipped with safety 
glazing material of a type approved by the state com
mission on equipment wherever glazing material is used 

(1981 Ed.) 

in doors, windows and windshields. The foregoing provi
sions shall apply to all passenger-type motor vehicles, 
including passenger buses and school buses, but in re
spect to trucks, including truck tractors, the require
ments as to safety glazing material shall apply to all 
glazing material used in doors, windows and windshields 
in the drivers' compartments of such vehicles except as 
provided by paragraph (4). 

(2) The term •safety glazing materials• means glaz
ing materials so constructed, treated or combined with 
other materials as to reduce substantially, in comparison 
with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass, the likelihood of 
injury to persons by objects from exterior sources or by 
these safety glazing materials when they may be cracked 
or broken. · 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall compile 
and publish a list of types of glazing material by name 
approved by it as meeting the requirements of this sec
tion and the director of licensing shall not register after 
January l, 1938, any motor vehicle which is subject to 
the provisions of this section unless it is equipped with 
an approved type of safety glazing material, and he shall 
thereafter suspend the registration of any motor vehicle 
so subject to this section which he finds is not so 
equipped until it is made to conform to the requirements 
of this section. 

( 4) No person shall sell or offer for sale, nor shall any 
person operate a motor vehicle registered in this state 
which is equipped with, any camper manufactured after 
May 23, 1969, unless such camper is equipped with 
safety glazing material of a type approved by the state 
commission on equipment wherever glazing materials 
are used'in outside windows and doors. 

(5) No tinting or coloring material of any kind, which 
reduces light transmittance to any degree, shall be ap
plied to the surface of the safety glazing material in a 
motor vehicle in any of the following locations: 

(a) Windshields, 
(b) Windows to the immediate right and left of the 

driver including windwings or, 
(c) Rearmost windows if used for driving visibility by 

means of an interior rear-view mirror. 
Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the use of 

shaded or heat-absorbing safety glazing material in 
which the shading or heat-absorbing characteristics 
have been applied at the time of manufacture of the 
safety glazing material and which meet the standards of 
the state commission on equipment for such safety glaz
ing materials. 

(6) The standards used for approval of safety glazing 
materials by the state commission on. equipment shall 
conform as closely as possible to the standards for safety 
glazing materials for motor vehicles promulgated by the 
United States of America Standards Institute in effect 
at the time of manufacture of the safety glazing mate
rial. (1979 c 158 § 157; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 47; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.37.430. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 43; prior: 1947 c 220 § 
l; 1937 c 189 § 40; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-40; RCW 
46.36.090.) . 

rr1tle 46 RCW-p IOI) 
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46.37.440 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other 
warning devices. ( 1) No person shall operate any motor 
truck, passenger bus, truck tractor, motor home, or 
travel trailer over eighty inches in overall width upon 
any highway outside the corporate limits of municipali
ties at any time unless there shall be carried in such ve
hicle the following equipment except as provided in 
subsection (2): 

(a) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns 
or three portable red emergency reflectors, each of 
which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at 
a distance of not less than six hundred feet under normal 
atmospheric conditions at nighttime. 

No flare, fusee, electric lantern, or cloth warning flag 
shall be used for the purpose of compliance with the re
quirements of this section unless such equipment is of a 
type which has been submitted to the state commission 
on equipment and approved by it. No portable reflector 
unit shall be used for the purpose of compliance with the 

. requirements of this section unless it is so designed and 
constructed as to be capable of· reflecting red light 
clearly visible from all distances within six hundred feet 
to one hundred feet under normal atmospheric condi
tions at night when directly in front of lawful upper 
beams of head lamps, and unless it is of a type which 
has been submitted to the state commission on equip
ment and approved by it; 

(b) At least three red-burning fusees unless red elec
tric lanterns or red portable emergency reflectors are 
carried; 

(c) At least two red-=cloth flags, not less than twelve 
inches square, with standards to support such flags. 

(2) No person shall operate at the time and under -
conditions stated in subsection (I) any motor vehicle 
used for the transportation of explosives, any cargo tank 
truck used for the transportation of flammable liquids or 
compressed gases or liquefied gases, or any motor vehi
cle using compressed gas as a fuel unless · there shall be 
carried in such vehicle three red electric lanterns or 
three portable red emergency reflectors meeting the re
quirements of subsection ( 1) of this section, and there 
shall not be carried in any said vehicle any flares, fusees, 
or signal produced by flame. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 38; 
1971 ex.s. c 97 § I; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.440. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 44; prior: 1947 c 267 § 7, part; Rem, Supp. 1947 
§ 6360-32a, part; RCW 46.40.210, part.] · 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.450 Display of warning devices when vehicle 
disabled. ( 1) Whenever any motor truck, passenger bus, 
truck tractor over eighty inches in overall width, trailer, 
semitrailer or pole trailer is disabled upon the traveled 
portion of any highway or the shoulder thereof outside 
of any municipality at any time when lighted lamps are 
required on vehicles the driver of such vehicle shall dis
.play the following warning devices upon the highway 
during the time the vehicle is so disabled on the highway 
except as provided in subsection (2): 

(a) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern or a 
portable red emergency reflector shall be immediately 

ITitle 46 RCW-p 1021 

placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in the direction of 
the nearest approaching traffic. 

(b) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event 
within the burning period of the fusee (fifteen minutes), 
the driver shall place three liquid-burning flares (pot 
torches), or three lighted red electric lanterns or three 
portable red emergency reflectors on the traveled portion 
of the highway in the following order: 

· (i) One, approximately one hundred feet from the 
disabled vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
such vehicle and toward traffic approaching in that lane. 

(ii) One, approximately one hundred feet in the oppo
site direction from the disabled vehicle and in the center 
of the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle. 

(iii) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not 
less than ten feet rearward or forwar.i thereof in the di
rection of the nearest approaching traffic. If a lighted 
red electric lantern or a red portable emergency reflector 
has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in ac
cordance with subdivision (a) of this subsection, it may 
be used for this purpose. 

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is 
disabled within five hundred feet of a curve, hillcrest or 
other obstruction to view, the warning signal in that di
rection shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to 
other users of the highway, but in no case less than five 
hundred feet from the disabled vehicle. 

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon any roadway of a divided high
way during the time that lights are required, the appro
priate warning devices prescribed in subsections ( 1) and 
(5) of this section shall be placed as follows: 

One at a distance· of approximately two hundred feet 
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
the stopped vehicle and in the direction of traffic ap
proaching in that lane; one at a distance of approxi
mately one hundred feet from the vehicle, in the center 
of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the direction 
of traffic approaching in that lane; one at the traffic side 
of the vehicle and approximately ten feet from the vehi
cle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. 

(4) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon the traveled portion of a high
way or the shoulder thereof outside of any municipality 
at· any time when the display of fusees, flares, red elec
tric lanterns or portable red emergency reflectors is not 
required, the driver of the vehicle shall display two red 
flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupied by 
the disabled vehicle, one at a distance of approximately 
one hundred feet in advance of the vehicle, and one at a 
distance of approximately one hundred feet to the rear 
of the vehicle. 

(5) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the transpor
tation of explosives or any cargo tank truck used for the 
transportation of any flammable liquid or compressed 
flammable gas, or any motor vehicle using compressed 
gas as a fuel, is disabled upon a highway of this state at 
any time or place mentioned in subsection (I) of this 
section, the driver of such vehicle shall immediately dis
play the following warning devices: One red electric lan
tern or portable red emergency reflector placed on the 

(1981 Ed.) 
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roadway at the traffic side of the vehicle, and two red 
electric lanterns or portable red reflectors, one placed 
approximately one hundred feet to the front and one 
placed approximately one hundred feet to the rear of 
this disabled vehicle in the center of the traffic lane oc
cupied by such vehicle. Flares, fusees or signals pro
duced by flame shall not be used as warning devices for 
disabled vehicles of the type mentioned in this 
paragraph. 

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric_ lanterns, portable 
red emergency reflectors and flags to be displayed as re
quired in this section shall conform with the require
ments of RCW 46.37.440 applicable thereto. [1961 c 12 
§ 46.37.450. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 45; prior: 1947 c 267 § 

-7, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-32a, part; RCW 46-
.40.210, part.] 

46.37.460 Vehicles transporting explosives. Any per
son operating any vehicle transporting any explosive as a 
cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway shall at all 
times comply with the provisions of this section. 

( 1) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded on each 
side and the rear with the word •Explosives" in letters 
not less than eight inches high, or there shall be dis
played on the rear of such vehicle a red flag not less 
than twenty-four inches square marked with the word 
"danger" in white letters six inches high. 

(2) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less 
than two fire extinguishers, filled and ready for immedi
ate use, and placed at a convenient point on the vehicle 
so used. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.460. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 46.) 

46.37.465 Fuel system. (I) The fuel system shall be 
manufactured, installed, and maintained with due regard 
for the safety of the occupants of the vehicle and the 
public. Fuel tanks shall be equipped with approved caps. 

(2) There shall be no signs of leakage from the car
buretor or the fuel pump or the fuel hoses in the engine 
compartment or between the fuel tank and the engine 
compartment. 

(3) No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of this state unless the fuel tank is 
securely attached and so located that another vehicle 
would not be exposed to direct contact with the fuel tank 
in the event of a rear end collision. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 
39.) 

Senrability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.470 Air-conditioning equipment. (I) The term 
"air-conditioning equipment" as used or referred to in 
this section shall mean mechanical vapor compression 
refrigeration equipment which is used to cool the driver's 
or passenger compartment of any motor vehicle. 

(2) Such equipment shall be manufactured, installed 
and maintained with due regard for the safety of the oc
cupants of the vehicle and the public and shall not con
tain any refrigerant which is toxic to persons or which is 
flammable. 

(1981 Ed.) 

(3) The state commission on equipment may adopt 
and enforce safety requirements, regulations and specifi
cations consistent with the requirements of this section 
applicable to such equipment which shall correlate with 
and, so far as possible, conform to the current recom
mended practice or standard applicable to such equip
ment approved by the society of automotive engineers. 

(4) No person shall have for sale, offer for sale, sell or 
equip any motor vehicle with any such equipment unless 
it complies with the requirements of this section. 

(5) No person shall operate on any highway any ino
tor vehicle equipped with any air-conditioning equip
ment unless said equipment complies with the 
requirements of this section. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.470. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 47.) 

46.37.480 Television viewers-Earphones. No per
son shall drive any motor vehicle equipped with any 
television viewer, screen or other means of visually re
ceiving a television broadcast which is located in the 
motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the 
driver's seat, or which is visible to the driver while: oper
ating the motor vehicle. 

No person shall operate any motor vehicle on a public 
highway while wearing any headset or earphones con
nected to any electronic device capable of receiving a 
radio broadcast or playing a sound recording for the 
purpose of transmitting a sound to the human auditory 
senses and which headset or earphones muffle or exclude 
other sounds. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 40; 1961 c 12 § 46.37-
.480. Prior: 1949 c 196 § 11; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-
98d. Formerly RCW 46.36.150.) 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.490 Safety load chains and devices required. It 
shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways of this state without having the load thereon 
securely fastened and protected by safety chains or other 
device. The state commission on equipment is hereby 
authorized to adopt and enforce reasonable rules and 
regulations as to what shall constitute adequate and safe 
chains or other devices for the fastening and protection 
of loads upon vehicles. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.490. Prior: 
1937 c 189 § 43; RRS § 6360-43; 1927 c 309 § 18; 
RRS § 6362-18. Formerly RCW 46.36.l IO.] 

46.37.S00 Fenders or splash aprons. No person shall 
operate any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer that is 
not equipped with fenders, covers, flaps, or splash aprons 
adequate for minimizing the spray or splash of water or 
mud from the roadway to the rear of the vehicle. All 
such devices shall be as wide as the tires behind which 
they are mounted and extend downward at least to the 
center of the axle. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 41; 1961 c 12 § 
46.37.500. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 44, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-44, part. Formerly RCW 
46.36.130 (second paragraph).] 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

rritle 46 RCW-p 103) 
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46.37.SIO Seat belts and shoulder harnesses. (1) No 
person shall sell any automobile manufactured or as
sembled after January 1, 1964, nor shall any owner 
cause such vehicle to be registered thereafter under the 
provisions of chapter 46.12 RCW unless such motor car 
or automobile is equipped with automobile seat belts in
stalled for use on the front seats thereof which are of a 
type and installed in a manner approved by the state 
commission on equipment. Where registration is for 
transfer from an out of state license, applicant shall be 
informed of this section by issuing agent and have thirty 
days to comply. The state commission on equipment 
shall adopt and enforce standards as to what shall con
stitute adequate and safe seat belts and for the fastening 
and installation thereof, such standards not to be below 
those specified as minimum requirements by the Society 
of Automotive Engineers on June 13, 1963. 

(2) Every passenger car manufactured or assembled 
after January t, 1965, shall be equipped with at least 
two laJ>--lype safety belt assemblies for use in the front 
seating positions. 

(3) Every passenger car manufactured or assembled 
after January t, 1968, shall be equipped with a laJ>--lype 
safety belt assembly for each permanent passenger seat
ing position. This requirement shall not apply to police 
vehicles. 

(4) Every passenger car manufactured or assembled 
after January 1, 1968, shall be equipped with at least 
two shoulder harness-type safety belt assemblies for use 
in the front seating positions. 

(5) The commission on equipment shall excuse speci
fied types of motor vehicles or seating positions within 
any motor vehicle from the requirements imposed by 
subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section when com-
pliance would be impractical. . 

(6) No person shall distribute, have for sale, offer for 
sale, or sell any safety belt or shoulder harness for use in 
motor vehicles unless it meets current minimum stand
ards and specifications approved by the commission or 
the United States department of transportation. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 42; 1963c117 § 1.) · 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c · 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

.37.S13 Bumpers. When any motor vehicle 
origi ly equipped with bumpers or any other c sion 
energy sorption or attenuation system, th system 
shall be m · tained in good operational c oition, and 
no person sha emove or disconnect, an no owner shall 
cause or knowin permit the remo or disconnection 
of, any part of tha ystem exec temporarily in order 
to make repairs, rep emen , or adjustments. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 43.) 

ody and body hardw e. (1) The body, 
fenders, bumpers shall be maintai d without pro
trusio which could be hazardous to pede ians. In ad
dif , the bumpers shall be so attached and aintained 

as to not protrude beyond the original bumpe 

(1itle 46 RCW-p 104) 

( ) The hood, hood latches, hood fastenings, doo , 
and oor latches shall be maintained in a condition s f
ficie to ensure proper working equal to that at the t' e 
of ori ·nal vehicle manufacture. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 4.) 

Severa ility-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.S O Beach vehicles with soft tir·es--1-
buggies" Inspection and approval required 
shall be un wf ul for any person to lease for h · e or per
mit the use f any vehicle with soft tires com only used 
upon the bea h and referred to as a dune b ggy unless 
such vehicle s been inspected by and app oved by the 
state commissi n on equipment, which co mission may 
charge a reaso able fee therefor to go i to the motor 
vehicle fund. [t 1 ex.s. c 91 § 4; 1965 e .s. c 170 § 61.) 

46.37.S22 Mo rcycles and motor- riven cycles
When head lamps nd tail lamps to e lighted. Every 
motorcycle and mo r-driven cycle all have its head 
lamps and tail lamps lighted whenev r such vehicle is in 
motion upon a highw . [1977 ex.s. 355 § 45.) 

note following RCW 

46.37.S23 Motorcycles and otor-driven cycles
Head lamps. ( 1) Every t cycle and every motor
driven cycle shall be equip (i with at least one lamp 
which shall comply with th requirements and limita
tions of this section. 

(2) Every head lamp up n very motorcycle and mo
tor-driven cycle shall be I ate at a height of not more 
than fifty-four inches n less an twenty-four inches 
to be measured as set fo th in R W 46.37.030(2). 

(3) Every motorcycl other tha a motor-driven cycle 
shall be equipped w· h multiple beam road-lighting 
equipment. 

(4) ·Such equipme t shall: 
(a) Reveal perso s and vehicles a distance of at 

least three hundre feet ahead when t e uppermost dis
tribution of light · selected; 

(b) Reveal pe sons and vehicles at distance of at 
least one hundr d fifty feet ahead whe the lowermost 
distribution of ight is selected, and on a straight, level 
road under an condition of loading none the high in
tensity portio of the beam shall be directe to strike the 
eyes of an a proaching driver. [1977 ex.s. c 55 § 46.) 

Rules of court Monetary penalty schedule-JT/R 6.2. 
Severabili -1977 ex.s. c 355: See note folio ing RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37. 24 Motor-driven cycles--Head lam s. The 
head I p or head lamps upon·every motor-drive cycle 
may b of the single-beam or multiple-beam type ut in 
eithe event shall comply with the requirements and 
limi lions as follows: 

) Every such head lamp or head lamps on a mot r
dr· en cycle shall be of a sufficient intensity to revea a 
p rson or a vehicle at a distance of not less than o 
. undred feet when the motor-driven cycl is ope ated a 

,tft,..315"30 SEES! . . 
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mpact is declared to be unconstitutional or the appl" -
ao ity thereof to any state, agency, person or cir m
stan es is held invalid. the constitutionality the 

er of this compact and the applicabilitY. hereof 
to any her state, agency, person or circumst ces shall 
not be a cted thereby. It is the legislative mtent that 
the provisi s of this compact be reasona y and liber
ally construe [ 1977 ex.s. c 88 § 1.) 

46.39.020 D ignation of Washi ton state commis
sioners. The Was ington state mmissioners to the 
western states schoo bus safety mmission shall be the 
director of highways, the sug rintendent of public in
struction and the chief the ashington state patrol or 
their respective designe Annually the Washington 
commissioners shall ele chairman from their own 
membership who shall serve or one year commencing 
July 1. Election as c II not interfere with the 
member's right t vote on a matters before the 
Washington co issioners. The ashington commis
sioners may b majority vote des nate one of their 
members to present the state on a matter coming 
before the estern states school bus sa ty commission. 
(1977 ex .. c 88 § 2.) 

Re,· s note: Powers. duties, and functions of direc r of highways 
transi red to department of transportation; see. RC 47.01.031. 
Ter "director of highways" means secretary of transpo 
R 47.04.015. 

Sections 
46.44.010 
46.44.020 
46.44.030 
46.44.034 
46.44.036 
46.44.037 
46.44.038 

46.44.041 
46.44.042 
46.44.047 

46.44.049 
46.44.050 
46.44.060 
46.44.070 

46.44.080 
46.44.090 
46.44.091 

46.44.092 

46.44.093 

46.44.0941 

46.44.095 
46.44.096 

46.44.098 

(1981 Ed.) 

Chapter 46.44 
SIZE, WEIGHT, LOAD 

Outside width limit. 
Maximum height--Impaired clearance signs. 
Maximum lengths. 
Maximum lengths--Front and rear protrusions. 
Combination or units--Limitation. 
Combination of units--Lawful operations. 
Width, height, length, and combinations restric-
tions-Special permits to exceed authorized. 

Maximum gross weights--Axle factor. 
Maximum gross weights--Tire factor. 
Excess weight--Logging trucks-Special per
mits-County or city permits-. -Fees--Discre
tion or arresting officer. 

Effect of weight on highways--Study authorized. 
Minimum length of wheelbase. 
Outside load limits for passenger vehicles. 
Drawbar requirements--. Trailer whipping or weav-
ing--Towing flag. 

Local regulations-State highway regulations. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight movements. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight move-

ments----Gross weight limit. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight move

ments-Overall width limits, exceptions--Appli
cation for permit. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move
ments--Discretion or issuer--Conditions. 

Special permits for oversize or overweight move
ments--Fees. 

Annual additional tonnage permits--Fees. 
Special permits for oversize or overweight move

ments--Determining fee-To whom paid. 
Increase in federal limits on sizes and weights-
Commission authorized to allow increases. 

.... -------~-- ---·---- -------- ._ ---·-··•----,. ..... ----

46.44.100 
46.44.105 

46.44.110 
46.44.120 
46.44.130 

46.44.140 
46.44.150 

46.44.160 
46.44.170 

46.44.173 

46.44.175 
46.44.180 

Enforcement--Weighing and lightening. 
Enforcement provisions--Penalties, suspensions, fines, 
and forfeitures--Jurisdiction--Disposition or pen
alty assessments-Confiscation, revocation, and can-
cellation or permits--Rules. 

Liability for damage to highways, bridges, etc. 
Liability of owner, others, for violations. 
Farm implements----Gross weight and size limitation 

exception--Penally. 
Farm implements-Special permits--Penally. 
Highway improvement vehicles---Gross weight limit 
excesses authorized--Limitations. 

Monthly or quarterly permits for additional tonnage. 
Mobile home movement special permit--Counly trea
surer certification of taxes paid--Vehicle license 
plates--Rules. 

Notice to treasurer and assessor of county where mobile 
home to be located. 

Penalties--Hearing. 
Operation of mobile home pilot vehicle without insur

ance unlawful--Amounls--Exception-
Penally. 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Auto transportation companies: Chapter 81.68 RCW. 

46.44.010 Outside width limit. The total outside 
width of any vehicle or load thereon shall not exceed 
eight feet: Provided, That in any instance where it is 
necessary to extend a rear vision mirror beyond the ex
treme left or right of the body the same may be done 
despite the fact that this results in a width in excess of 
eight feet, but no rear vision mirror shall extend more 
than five inches beyond the extreme limits of the body: 
Provided further, That in those instances where it is 
necessary to install fenders on the rear wheels of vehicles 
to reduce wheel spray the same may be done despite the 
fact that this results in a width in excess of eight feet 
providing such fenders are made of rubber and do not 
extend more than two inches beyond either side of the 
body: And provided further, That a toleranc~ of two 
inches in width will be allowed on the tires of all vehicles 
where such overwidth is due entirely to the expansion of 
the tires: Provided further, however, That safety appli
ances such as clearance lights, rub rails, binder chains 
and appurtenances such as door handles, door hinges 
and turning signal brackets, may extend beyond the ex
treme left or right of the body despite the fact that this 
results in a width in excess of eight feet but no appli
ances or appurtenances can extend more than two inches 
beyond the extreme limits of the body. [ 1961 c 12 § 46-
.44.010. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 4; 1937 c 189 § 47; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-47; 1923 c 181 § 4, part; RRS § 
6362-8, part.] 

46.44.020 Maximum height--lmpaired clearance 
signs. It shall be unlawful for ·any vehicle unladen or 
with load to exceed a height of fourteen feet above the 
level surface upon which the vehicle stands: Provided, 
That this height limitation shall not apply to authorized 
emergency vehicles or repair equipment of a public util
ity engaged in reasonably necessary operation. The pro
visions of this section shall not relieve the owner or 
operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles from the 
exercise of due care in determining that sufficient verti
cal clearance is provided upon the public highways 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1131 
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where such vehicle or combination of vehicles is being 
operated; and no liability shall attach to the state or to 
any county, city, town, or other political subdivision by 
reason of any damage or injury to persons or property by 
reason of the existence of any structure over or across 
any public highway where the vertical clearance above 
the roadway is fourteen feet· or more; or, where such 
vertical clearance is less than fourteen feet, if impaired 
clearance signs of a design approved by the Washington 
state highway commission are erected and maintained on 
the right side of any such public highway in accordance 
with the manual of uniform traffic control devices for. 
streets and highways as adopted by the Washington 
state highway commission pursuant to chapter 47.36 
RCW. If any structure over or across any public high
way is not owned by the state or by a county, city, town, 
or other political subdivision, it shall be the duty of the 
owner thereof when billed therefor to reimburse the 
Washington state highway commission or the county, 
city, town, or other political subdivision having jurisdic
tion over such highway for the actual cost of erecting 
and maintaining such impaired clearance signs, but no 
liability shall attach to such owner by reason of any 
damage or injury to persons or property caused by im
paired vertical clearance above the roadway: (1977 c 81 
§ I; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 7; 1971 ex.s. c 248 § l; 
1965 c 43 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.020. Prior: 1959 c 319 
§ 26; 1955 c 384 § l; 1953 c 125 § I; 1951 c 269 § 20; 
1937 c 189 § 48; RRS § 636~8.] 

Reviser•s note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "Washington state highway commission• means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

Effective dates---Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.030 Maximum lengths. It is unlawful for any 
person to operate upon the public highways of this state 
any vehicle other than a municipal transit vehicle having 
an overall length, with or without load, in excess of forty 
feet: Provided, That an auto stage or school bus shall not 
exceed an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 
bumpers, of forty feet: Provided further, That any such 
school bus constructed prior to April I, 1977, shall be 
equipped with three axles: Provided further, That any 
school bus constructed on or after April 1, 1977, and in 
excess of thirty-six feel six inches shall be equipped with 
three axles: Provided further, That the route of any auto 
stage in excess of thirty-five feet or school bus in excess 
of thirty-six feet six inches upon or across the public 
highways shall be limited as determined by the depart
ment of transportation for state highways, or by the lo
cal legislative authority for other public roads. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high
ways of this state any combination of vehicles which 
contains a vehicle of which the permanent structure is in 
excess of forty-five feet. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate upon the pub
lic highways of this state any combination consisting of a 
nonstinger steered tractor and semitrailer which has an 
overall length in excess of sixty-five feel. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 114) 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high
ways of this state any combination consisting of a truck 
and trailer, or any lawful combination of three vehicles, 
with an overall length, with or without load, in excess of 
sixty-five feet, or a combination consisting of a tractor 
and a stinger steered semitrailer which has an overall 
length in excess of sixty-five feet without load or in ex
cess of seventy feet with load. 

"Stinger steered" as used in this section shall mean a 
tractor and semitrailer combination which has the cou
pling connecting the semitrailer to the tractor located to 
the rear of the center line of the rear axle of the tractor. 

These length limitations shall not apply to vehicles 
transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of a 
structural nature which cannot be dismembered and op
erated by a public utility when required for emergency 
repair of public service facilities or properties but in re
spect to night transportation every such vehicle and load 
thereon shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 
clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps upon 
the extreme ends of any projecting load to clearly mark 
the dimensions of such load. [ 1979 ex.s. c 113 § 4; 1977 
ex.s. c 64 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 53 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 
76 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 248 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 61; 1963 
ex.s. c 3 § 52; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 36; 1961 c 12 § 46.44-
.030. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 25; 1957 c 273 § 14; 1951 c 
269 § 22; prior: 1949 c 221 § 1, part; 1947 c 200 § 5, 
part; 1941 c 116 § 1, part; 1937 c 189 § 49, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 636~9. part.] 

Se,erability-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.44.034 Maximum lengths-Front and rear pro
trusions. The load, or any portion of any vehicle, oper
ated alone upon the public highway of this state, or the 
load, or any portion of the front vehicle of a combination 
of vehicles, shall not extend more than three feet beyond 

· the front wheels of such vehicle, or the front bumper, if 
equipped with front bumper. 

No vehicle shall be operated upon the public highways 
with any part of the permanent structure or load ex
tending in excess of fifteen feet beyond the center of the 
last axle of such vehicle. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.44.034. Prior: 
1957 c 273 § IS; 1951 c 269 § 24; prior: 1949 c 221 § I, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 1941 c 116 § 1, part; 1937 c 
189 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 636~9. part.] 

• 46.44.036 Combination of units--Limitation. Ex
cept as provided in RCW 46.44.037, it is unlawful for 
any person to operate upon the public highways of this 
state any combination of vehicles consisting of more 
than two vehicles. For the purposes of this section a 
truck tractor-semitrailer or pole trailer combination will 
be considered as two vehicles but the addition of another 
axle to the tractor of a truck tractor-semitrailer or pole 
trailer combination in such a way that it supports a pro
portional share of the load of the semitrailer or pole 
trailer shall not be deemed a separate vehicle but shall 
be considered a part of the truck tractor. For the pur
poses of this section a converter gear used in converting 
a semitrailer to a full trailer shall not be deemed a sep
arate vehicle but shall be considered a part of the trailer. 

(1981 Ed.) 

u; M#ii!WWWW.& e&JJ 

--' 
I 
I 
~ 
I 
l 

,I 



Size, light, Load • 46.44.041 

(1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.036. 
Prior: 1955 c 384 § 2; 1951 c 269 § 23; prior: l 949 c 221 
§ 1, part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 1941 c 116 § l, part; 
1937 c 189 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, 
part.] · 

Effecti,e dates----Severability-197S-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.037 Combination of units--Lawful opera
tions. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 46.44.036 
and subject to such rules and regulations governing their 
operation as may be adopted by the state highway com
mission operation of the following combinations shall be 
lawful: 

(1) A combination consisting of a truck tractor, a 
semitrailer, and another semitrailer or a full trailer. In 
this connection a converter gear used to convert a semi
trailer into a full trailer shall be considered to be a part 
of the full trailer and not a separate vehicle. A converter 
gear being pulled without load and not used to convert a 
semitrailer into a full trailer may be substituted in lieu 
of a full trailer or a semitrailer in any lawful 
combination; 

(2) A combination consisting of three trucks or truck 
tractors used in driveaway service where two of the ve
hicles are towed by the third in double saddlemount po
sition. [I 979 ex.s. c 149 § 3; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 9; 
1965 ex.s. c 170 § 37; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 53; 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.037. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 16; 1955 c 384 § 3.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.03 I. 
Term "state highway commission' means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

Dis-
tance 

Effecthe dates----Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.038 Width, height, length, and combinations 
restrictions--Special permits to exceed authorized. 
Subject to such terms and conditions as it shall consider 
proper and on such highways as it shall deem suitable, 
and when it finds it to be in the public interest, the state 
highway commission may by special permit authorize 
the operation of vehicles and combinations of vehicles 
other than school buses which exceed the restrictions set 
forth in RCW 46.44.010, 46.44.020, 46.44.030 and 46-
.44.036. The fee for such permits shall be those set forth 
in *RCW 46.44.094, as amended. (1967 ex.s. c 145 § 
62.) 

Re,iser's note: (1) Powers, duties, and functions of highway com
mission transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01-
.03 I. Term 'state highway commission• means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

*(2) RCW 46.44.094 expired July 1, 1967. 
Se,erability--1967 ex.s, c 14S: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.44.041 Maximum gross weights-Axle factor. 
No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall operate upon 
the public highways of this state with a gross load on 
any single axle in excess of twenty thousand pounds, or 
upon any group of axles in excess of that set forth in the 
following table, except that two consecutive sets of tan
dem axles may carry a gross load of thirty-four thou
sand pounds each, if the overall distance between the 
first and last axles of such consecutive sets of tandem 
axles is thirty-six feet or more. 

in feet 
between 
the ex-

Maximum load in pounds 
carried on any group of 2 
or more consecutive axles 

tremes 
of any 
grQUp 
of 2 

or more 
consecu-

tive 
axles 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

(1981 Ed.) 

~-

2 
axles 

34,000 
34,000 
34,000 
34,000 
34,000 
39,000 
40,000 

.3 
axles 

36,500 
38,000 
39,500 
41,000 
42,500 
44,000 
45,500 
47,000 
48,000 

..... --··-----n--•---- ••-----•• 

*(Maximum load in pounds carried 
on any group of 2 consecutive 

sets of tandem axles) 

4 
axles 

42,500 
44,000 
45,500 
47,000 
48,000 

5 
axles 

48,000 

6 
axles 

7 
axles· 

" • •• •✓ 

8 
axles 

9 
axles 

rritle 46 RCW-p 115) 
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Dis-
lance 

in feet Maximum load in pounds 
between carried on any group of 2 
the ex- or more consecutive axles 
tremes 
of any •(Maximum load in pounds carried 
group on any group of 2 consecutive 
of 2 sets of tandem axles) 

or more 
consecu-

tive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles axles axles axles axles· axles axles 

17 48,500 48,500 49,000 
18 49,500 49,500 50,000 
19 50,000 50,000 51,000 
20 51,000 51,000 52,000 52,000 

(55,500)• 
21 51,500 51,500 53,000 53,000 

(56,000)• 
22 52,500 52,500 54,000 54,000 

(56,500)• 
23 53,000 53,000 55,000 55,000 

(57,500)• 
24 54,000 54,000 55,500 56,000 56,000 

(58,000)• 
25 54,500 55,000 56,500 57,000 57,000 

(58,500)• 
26 55,500 56,000 57,500 58,000 58,000 

(59,500)• 
27 56,000 57,000 58,500 59,000 59,000 

(60,000)• 
28 57,000 58,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 

(60,500)• 
29 57,500 59,000 60,500 61,000 61,000 61,000 

(61,500)• 
30 58,500 59,000 61,500 62,000 62,000 62,000 

(62,000)• 
31 59,000 60,500 62,500 63,000 63,000 63,000 

(62,500)• 
32 60,000 61,500 63,500 64,000 64,000 64,000 64,000 

(63,500)• 
33 62,500 64,500 65,000 65,000 65,000 65,000 

(64,000)• 
34 63,500 65,000 66,500 66,500 66,500 66,500 · 

(64,500)• 
35 64,500 66,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 

(65,500)• 
36 65,500 67,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 

(68,000)• 
37 66,500 68,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 
38 67,500 69,000 70,500 70,500 70,500 70,500 
39 68,000 70,000 71,500 71,500 71,500 71,500 
40 68,500 71,000 72,500 72,500 72,500 72,500 
41 69,500 72,000 73,500 73,500 73,500 73,500 · 
42 70,000 73,000 74,500 74,500 74,500 74,500 
43 70,500 74,000 75,500 75,500 75,500 75,500 
44 71,500 75,000 76,500 76,500 76,500 76,500 
45 72,000 76,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 
46 72,500 76,500 79,000 79,000 79,000 79,000 

(Title 46 RCW-p 116) (1981 Ed.) 
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Dis
tance 

in feet 
between 
the ex
tremes 
of any 
group 
of 2 

Maximum load in pounds 
carried on any group of 2 
or more consecutive axles 

*(Maximum load in pounds carried 
on any group of 2 consecutive 

sets of tandem axles) 
or more 
consecu

tive 
axles 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

2 
axles 

3 
axles 

4 
axles 

73,500 
74,000 
74,500 
75,500 
76,000 
76,500 
77,500 
78,000 
78,500 
79,500 
80,000 

When inches are involved: Under six inches take lower, 
six inches or over take higher. The maximum load on 
any axle in any group of axles shall not exceed 1.2 times 
the load given in the above table divided by the number 
of axles in that group, and shall not exceed the single 
axle or tandem axle allowance as set forth elsewhere. 
For considering the number of axles in a group, the front 
axle of a unit supplying motive power need not be in
cluded in the axle group. 

The maximum axle and gross weights specified in this 
section are subject to the braking requirements set up 
for the service brakes upon any motor vehicle or combi
nation of vehicles as provided by law. 

It is unlawful to operate upon the public highways any 
single unit vehicle, supported upon three axles or more 
with a gross weight including load in excess of forty 
thousand pounds or any combination of vehicles having a 
gross weight in excess of eighty thousand pounds without 
first obtaining an additional tonnage permit as provided 
for in RCW 46.44.095: Provided, That when a combina
tion of vehicles has purchased license tonnage in excess 
of seventy-two thousand pounds as provided by RCW 
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5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles axles axles 

77,500 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 
78,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 
78,500 82,000 82,000 82,000 82,000 
79,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 
80,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 
80,500 85,000 85,000 85,000 85,000 
81,000 86,000 86,000 87,000 87,000 
81,500 86,500 87,500 89,000 89,000 
82,500 87,000 88,000 91,000 91,000 
83,000 87,500 90,000 93,000 93,000 
83,500 88,000 91,000 95,000 95,000 
84,000 89,000 92,500 97,000 97,000 
85,000 89,500 93,500 99,000 99,000 
85,500 90,000 95,000 100,500 100,500 
86,000 90,500 95,500 101,000 102,500 
86,500 91,000 96,000 101,500 104,000 
87,500 92,000 96,500 102,000 105,500 
88,000 92,500 97,000 102,500 105,500 
88,500 93,000 98,000 103,000 105,500 
89,000 93,500 98,500 103,500 105,500 
90,000 94,000 99,000 104,000 105,500 
90,500 94,500 99,500 104,500 105,500 
91,000 95,500 100,000 105,500 105,500 
91,500 96,000 101,000 105,500 105,500 

46.16.070, such excess license tonnage may be applied to 
the power unit subject to limitations of RCW 46.44.042 
and this section when such vehicle is operated without a 
trailer. 

It is unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways equipped with two axles spaced less than seven 
feet apart, unless the two axles are so constructed and 
mounted in such a manner as to provide oscillation be
tween the two axles and that either one of the two axles 
will not at any one time carry more than the maximum 
gross weight allowed for one axle specified in this 
section. 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein, a vehicle 
or combination of vehicles in operation on January 4, 
1975, may operate upon the public highways of this 
state, including the interstate system within the meaning 
of section 127 of Title 23, United States Code, with an 
overall gross weight upon a group of two consecutive sets 
of dual axles which was lawful in this state under the 
laws, regulations and procedures in effect in this state on 
January 4, 1975. [1977 c 81 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 
§ 22.) 

rritle 46 RCW-p 1171 
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Effecti,e dates--Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.042 Maximum gross weights-Tire factor. 
Subject to the maximum gross weights specified in 
RCW 46.44.041, it is unlawful to operate any vehicle 
upon the public highways with a gross weight, including 
load, upon any tire concentrated upon the surface of the 
highway in excess of five hundred fifty pounds per inch 
width of such tire, up to a maximum . width of twelve 
inches, and for a tire having a width of twelve inches or 
more there shall be allowed a twenty percent tolerance 
above five- hundred fifty pounds per inch width of such 
tire. For the purpose of this section, the width of tire in 
case of solid rubber or hollow center cushion tires, so 
long as the use thereof may be permitted by the law, 
shall be measured between the flanges of the rim. For 
the purpose of this section, the width of tires in case of 
pneumatic tires shall be the maximum overall normal 
inflated width as stipulated by the manufacturer when 
inflated to the pressure specified and without load 
thereon. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.44.042. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 27; 195 I c 269 § 27; prior: 
1949 c 221 § 2, part; 1947 c 200 § 6, part; 1941 c 116 § 
2, part; 1937 c 189 § 50, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-50, part; 1929 c 180 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 § 8, 
part; 1923 c 181 § 4, part; 1921 c 96 § 20, part; RRS § 
6362-8, part.] 

Effecthe dates-Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.047 Excess weight--Logging trucks-
Special permits-County or city permits-Fees
Discretion 'of arresting officer. A three axle truck tractor 
and a two axle pole trailer combination engaged in the 
operation of hauling logs may exceed by not more than 
six thousand eight hundred pounds the legal gross 
weight of the combination of vehicles when licensed, as 
permitted by law, for sixty-eight thousand p<>unds: Pro
vided, That the distance between the first and last axle 
of the vehicles in combination shall have a total wheel
base of not less than thirty-seven feet, and the weight 
upon two axles spaced less than seven feet apart shall 
not exceed thirty-three thousand six hundred pounds. 

Such additional allowances shall be permitted by a 
special permit to be issued by the department of trans
portation valid only on state primary or secondary high
ways authorized by the department and under such 
rules, regulations, terms, and conditions prescribed by 
the department. The fee for such special permit shall be 
fifty dollars for a twelve-month period beginning and 
ending on April 1st of each calendar year. Permits may 
be issued at any time, but if issued after July 1st of any 
year the fee shall be thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 
If issued on or after October 1st the fee shall be twenty
five dollars, and if issued on or after January I st the fee 
shall be twelve dollars and fifty cents. A copy of such 
special permit covering the vehicle involved shall be car
ried in the cab of the vehicle at all times. Upon the third 
offense within the duration of the permit for violation of 

(Title 46 RCW-p 118) 
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the terms and conditions of the special permit, the spe
cial permit shall be canceled. The vehicle covered by 
such canceled special permit shall not be eligible for a 
new special permit until thirty days after the cancella
tion of the special permit issued to said vehicle. The fee 
for such renewal shall be at the same rate as set forth in 
this section which covers the original issuance of such 
special permit. Each special permit shall be assigned to a 
three-axle truck tractor in combination with a two-axle 
pole trailer. When the department issues a duplicate 
permit to replace a lost or destroyed permit and where 
the department transfers a permit, a fee of five dollars 
shall be charged for each such duplicate issued or each 
such transfer. 

All fees collected hereinabove shall be deposited with 
the state treasurer and credited to the motor vehicle 
fund. 

Permits involving city streets or county roads or using 
city streets or county roads to reach or leave state high
ways, authorized for permit by the department may be 
issued by the city or county or counties involved. A fee 
of five dollars for such city or county permit may be as
sessed by the city or by the county legislative authority 
which shall be deposited in the city or county road fund. 
The special permit provided for herein shall be known as 
a "log tolerance permit" a.nd shall designate the route or 
routes to be used, which shall first be approved by the 
city or county engineer involved. Authorization of addi
tional route or routes may be made at the discretion of 
the city or county by amending the original permit or by 
issuing a new permit. Said permits shall be issued on a 
yearly basis expiring on March 31st of each calendar 
year. Any .person, firm, or corporation who uses any city 
street or county road for the purpose of transporting logs 
with weights authorized by state highway log tolerance 
permits, to reach or leave a state highway route, without 
first obtaining a city or county permit when required by 
the city or the county legislative authority shall be sub
ject to the penalties prescribed by RCW 46.44.105. For 
the purpose of determining gross weight the actual scale 
weight taken by the officer shall be prima facie evidence 
of such total gross weight. In the event the gross weight 
is in excess of the weight permitted by law, the officer 
may, within his discretion, permit the operator to pro
ceed with his vehicles in combination. 

The chief of. the state patrol, with the advice of the 
department, may make reasonable rules and regulations 
to aid in the enforcement of the provisions of this sec
tion. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 74; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 
11; 1973 1st ex.s. c 150 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 249 § 2; 1961 
ex.s; c·21 § 35; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.047. Prior: 1955 c 384 
§ 19; 1953 C 254 § JO; )95) C 269 § 31.) 

Effecthe date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Effecti,e dates-Se,erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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e: Powers, duties, and functions of high 
transfer to department of transportation; see RC 

highway commission• means department of transport 
47.04.01 s. 

46.44.050 Minimum length of wheelbase. It shall be 
unlawful to operate any vehicle upon public highways 
with a wheelbase between any two axles thereof of less 
than three feet, six inches when weight exceeds that al
lowed for one axle under RCW 46.44.042 or 46.44.04 l. 
It shall be unlawful to operate any motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of this state with a wheelbase be
tween the frontmost axle and the rearmost axle of less 
than three feet, six inches: Provided, That the minimum 
wheelbase for mopeds is thirty-eight inches. 

For the purposes of this section, wheelbase shall be 
measured upon a straight line from center to center of 
the vehicle axles designated. [ 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 7; 
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 12; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.050. 
Prior: 1941 c 116 § 3; 1937 c 189 § 51; Rem. Supp. 
1941 § 6360-51; 1929 c 180 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 § 8, 
part; 1923 c 181 § 4, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.] 

Effecthe dat~erability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.060 Outside load limits for passenger vehicles. 
No passenger type vehicle shall be operated on any pub
lic highway with any load carried thereon extending be
yond the line of the fenders on the left side of such 
vehicle nor extending more than six inches beyond the 
line of the fenders on the right side thereof. [ 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.060. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 52; RRS § 6360-52; 
1929 c 180 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § l 0, part; RRS § 
6362-10, part.) 

46.44.070 Drawbar requirements--Trailer whip
ping or weaving--Towing flag. The drawbar or other 
connection between vehicles in combination shall be of 
sufficient strength to hold the weight of the towed vehi
cle on any grade where operated. No trailer shall whip, 
weave or oscillate or fail to follow substantially in the 
course of the towing vehicle. When a disabled vehicle is 
being towed by means of bar, chain, rope, cable or simi
lar means and the distance between the towed vehicle 
and the towing vehicle exceeds fifteen feet there shall be 
fastened on such connection in approximately the center 
thereof a white flag or cloth not less than twelve inches 
square. (1961 c 12 § 46.44.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 53; 
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RRS § 6360-53; 1929 c 180 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 10, 
part; RRS § 6362-10, part; 1923 c 181 § 4, part.] 

.44.080 Local regulations--State highway re _.,,. 
latio s. Local authorities with respect to public highw ys · 
unde their jurisdiction may prohibit the opera ion 
thereo of motor trucks or other vehicles or may i ose 
limits to the weight thereof, or any other restr" tions 
as. may e deemed necessary, whenever any such public 
highway y reason of rain, snow, climatic or ot er con
ditions, ·11 be seriously damaged or destroy unless 
the opera · on of vehicles thereon be prohibit d or re
stricted or e permissible weights thereof re ced: Pro
vided, Tha whenever a highway has b en closed 
generally to hicles or specified classes of v icles, local 
authorities sh II by general rule or by spec· l permit au
thorize the op ation thereon of school bu s, emergency 
vehicles, and m tor trucks transporting rishable com
modities or co odities necessary for the health and 
welfare of local sidents under such eight and speed 
restrictions as th local authorities em necessary to 
protect the highwa from undue da ge: Provided fur
ther, That the gove ing authorities f incorporated cit
ies and towns shall n t prohibit the se of any city street 
designated by the tra sportation c mmission as forming 
a part of the route of a: y primary tale highway through 
any such incorporated ity or t n by vehicles or any 
class of vehicles or imp e any strictions or reductions 
in permissible weights u ess s ch restriction, limitation, 
or prohibition, or reduct n · permissible weights be 
first approved in writi g by the department of 
transportation. · 

The local authorities imP, ing any such restrictions or 
limitations, or prohibiting an use or reducing the per
missible weights shall do o b proper ordinance or reso
lu tion and shall erect or c use to be erected and 
maintained signs desig ting tll provisions of "the ordi
nance or resolution i each en of the portion of any 
public highway affect d thereby, nd no such ordinance 
or resolution shall e effective nless and until such 
signs are erected an maintained. 

The departmen shall have the same authority as 
hereinabove gran d to local autho ties to prohibit or 
restrict the oper tion of vehicles up state highways. 
The department hall give public notic of closure or re
striction. The partment may issue sp cial permits for 
the operation f school buses and mot r trucks trans
porting peris able commodities or com odities neces
sary for the ealth and welfare of local r sidents under 
specified w ght and speed restrictions as ay be neces
sary to pr tect any state highway from un ue damage. 
(1977 ex .. c 151 § 29; 1973 2nd ex.s. c 15 · l; 1961 c 
12 § 4 .44.080. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 5 ; RRS § 
6360-5 .] 

· Rules o court: Monetary penalty schedule-· -JTIR 6.2. 
Fed al requirements---Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 

RCW 7.98.070 arid 47.98.080. 

.44.090 Special permits for oversize or over~~ight 
m vements. The department of transportation, purs~' ant 
t rules adopted by the transportation commission "th 

(Title 46 RCW-p I 9) 
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state llotment of federal funds. [ I 975-'76 2n .S. C 

64 § 19; C 38 § J.] 

46.44.100 Enforcement--Weighing and lightening. 
Any police officer is authorized to require the driver of 
any vehicle or combination of vehicles to stop and sub
mit to a weighing of the same either by means of a 
portable or stationary scale and may require that such 
vehicle be driven to the nearest public scale. 

Whenever a police officer, upon weighing a vehicle 
and load, as above provided, determines that the weight 
is unlawful, such officer may, in addition to any other 
penalty provided, require the driver to stop the vehicle in 
a suitable place and remain standing until such portion 
of the load is removed as may be necessary to reduce the 
gross weight of such vehicle to such limit a~ permitted 
under this chapter: Provided, That in the event such ve
hicle is loaded with grain or other perishable commodi
ties, the driver shall be permitted to proceed without 
removing any ofsuch load, unless the gross weight of the 
vehicle and load exceeds by more than ten percent the 

· limit permitted by this chapter. All materials unloaded 
shall be cared for by the owner or operator of such vehi
cle at the risk of such owner or operator. 

It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to fail 
or refuse to stop and submit the vehicle and load to a 
weighing, or to fail or refuse, when directed by an offi
cer upon a weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle 
and otherwise comply with the provisions of this section. 
[1971 ex.s. c 148 § 2; 1967 c 32 § 52; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.44.100. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 56; RRS § 6360-56.] 

6.44.105 Enforcement provisions--Penalties, s 
pen · ns, fines, and forfeitures-Jurisdiction---, 1s
positi of penalty assessments--Confis tion, 
revocatio and cancellation of permits-- es. (I) 
Violation o any of the provisions of RCW ~6.44.042, 
46.44.047, 4 . 4.090, 46.44.091, 46.44.09 , and 46.44-
.041, or failure obtain a permit asp "ded by RCW 
46.44.090 and 4 . 4.095, or misre esentation of the 
size or weight of an load or fai e to follow the re
quirements and conditi s of a rmit issued hereunder 
is a traffic infraction, an the first finding thereof 
shall be assessed a basic alty of not less than fifty 
dollars; and upon secon fin · g thereof shall be as
sessed a basic penalty not less ban seventy-five dol
lars; and upon a t rd or subsequ t finding shall be 
assessed a basic natty of not less an one hundred 
dollars. 

(2) In ad · 10n to the penalties imposed · subsection 
(I) of this ection any person violating RC 6.44.042, 
46.44.0 , 46.44.090, 46.44.091, 46.44.095, or 44.041 
shall e assessed three cents for each pound of cess 
we· t: Provided, That upon a first violation in any 1-

dar year, the court may suspend the penalty for fiv 
hundred pounds of excess weight for each axle on any 

(Tide 46 RCW-p 124) 

icle or combination of vehicles, not to exceed a two 
t usand pound suspension. In no case shall the basic 
pe ally assessed in subsection (I) of this section b 
sus ended. 

(3 Whenever any vehicle or combination of vehi 
is inv lved in two violations of RCW 46.44.042, 46 4-
.047, .44.090, 46.44.091, 46.44.095, or 46.44.041 ur
ing an twelve month period, the court may suspe the 
certifica e of license registration of the vehicle or mbi
nation o vehicles for not less than thirty days. pon a 
third or s ceeding violation in any twelve mont period, 
the court all suspend the certificate of lice se regis
tration for ot less than thirty days. Whenev · ihe cer
tificate of I ense registration is suspended the court 
shall secure uch certificate and immedia ly forward 
the same to th director with information c ncerning the 
suspension. 

(4) Any pers n found to have viola d any posted 
limitations of a ·ghway or section of ghway shall be 
assessed a monet y penalty of not le than one hun
dred and fifty dol rs, and the court shall in addition 
thereto upon secon violation within twelve month pe
riod involving the sa e power unit, uspend the certifi
cate of1license registr tion for not I s than thirty days. · 

(5) J\ny police of er is auth rized to require the 
driver of any vehicle o combina on of vehicles to stop 
and submit to a weighin either y means of a portable 
or stationary scale and y req ire that such vehicle be 
driven to the nearest pubh sc e. Whenever a police of
ficer, upon weighing a veh1 le and load, determines that 
the weight is unlawful, su officer may require the 
driver to stop the vehicle i suitable location and re-
main standing until such p rt on of the load is removed 
as may be necessary . to r uc the gross weight of the 
vehicle to such limit as p mitt by law. 

Any vehicle whose dri er or o ner represents that the 
vehicle is disabled or herwise nable to proceed to a 
weighing location shat have its lo d sealed or otherwise 
marked by any polic officer. The wner or driver shall 
be directed that upo completion o repairs, the vehicle 
shall submit to we· bing with the oad and markings 
and/or seal intact nd undisturbed. F ilure to report for 
weighing, appeari g for weighing with e seal broken or 
the markings dis rbed, or removal of a y cargo prior to 
weighing shall e unlawful. Any pers so convicted 
shall be fined ve hundred dollars, and addition the 
certificate of cense registration shall be uspended for 
not less than irty days. 

(6) Any her provision of law to the c ntrary not
withstandi , justice co.urts having venue hall have 
concurren jurisdiction with the superior cou s for the 
impositio of any penalties authorized under th section. 

(7) F the purpose of determining addition I penal
ties as ovided by subsection (2) of this section, "excess 
weight shall mean the poundage in excess of the maxi
mum ross weight prescribed by RCW 46.44.04 and 
46.4 .041 plus the weights allowed by RCW 46.44 047, 
46.4 .091, and 46.44.095. 

) The basic penalty provided in subsection (I) of 
th· section shall be distributed as prescribed in RC 
4 .68.050: Provided, That all fees, fines, forfeitures, an 

(1981 Ed.) 
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enalties collected or assessed by a justice court becaus 
o the violation of a state law shall be remitted as pr -
vi ed in chapter 3.62 RCW as it now exists or is la er 
am nded. For the purpose of computing the basic pe al
ties and additional penalties to be imposed under the 
prov ions of subsections { l) and (2) of this sectio the 
convi tions shall be on the same vehicle or combi ation 
of veh les within a twelve month period under t 
owners ip. 

(9) T e additional penalty for excess poun ge pro
vided in bsection (2) of this section shall be transmit
ted by th court to the county treasurer a d by him 
transmitte to the state treasurer for deposi in the mo
tor vehicle und: Provided, That all fees, mes, forfei
tures, and p nalties collected or assessed by a justice 
court because of the violation of a state 1 shall be re
mitted as prov ed in chapter 3.62 RCW s it now exists 
or is later ame ded. It shall then be al cated annually 
on or before Ju 30th of each year in he amounts pre
scribed in RCW 6.68. l 00 as now or reafter amended. 

(10) Any state atrol officer or an weight control of
ficer who shall fin any person oper. ting a vehicle or a 
combination of veh1 les in violatio of the conditions of 
a permit issued und RCW 46.4 .037, 46.44.090, and 
46.44.095 may confis ate such p rmit and forward the 
same to the state high ay comm· sion which may return 
it to the permittee or r voke, c eel, or suspend it with
out refund. The state h1 ay commission shall keep a 
record of all action take u n permits so confiscated, 
and if a permit shall be et ned to the permittee the 
action taken by the co i sion shall be endorsed 
thereon. Any permittee wh e ermit is suspended or re
voked may upon request e ei e a hearing before the 
commission or person d sig at d by the commission. 
The commission after s ch h a ing may reinstate any 
permit or revise its prev ous act o . 

Every permit issue as prov1 d for in this chapter 
shall be carried in th vehicle or ombination of vehicles 
to which it refers an shall be op to inspection by any 
law enforcement of cer or author ed agent of any au
thority granting su a permit. 

Upon the third mding within a c endar year of a vi
olation of the re uirements and con itions of a permit 
issued under CW 46.44.095 as ow or hereafter 
amended, the rmit shall be canceled, nd the can1;;eled 
permit shall b immediately transmitte by the court or 
the arresting fficer to the department o transportation. 
The vehicle overed by such canceled per it shall not be 
eligible for new permit for a period of th ty days. 

{ l I) Fo the purposes of determining oss weights 
the actu scale weight taken by the arre ing officer 
shall be rima facie evidence of such total gr s weight. 

The ief of the state patrol, with the ad ·ce of the 
depart ent, may adopt reasonable rules to a in the 
en for ment of the provisions of this section. [ I 79 ex.s. 
c 13 § 75; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 23.] 

R iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway co ission 
tra sferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47. 1.031. 
T ms "state highway commission• and •commission• mean part

nt of transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

ules of court: Monetary penalty schcdulc-JTIR 6.2. 

46.44.110 Liability for damage to highways, bridges, 
etc. Any person operating any vehicle or moving any 
object or conveyance upon any public highway in this 
state or upon any bridge or elevated structure which is a 
PaJl of any such public highway shall be liable for all 
damages which said public highway, bridge or elevated 
s,tructure may sustain as a result of any illegal operation 
of such vehicle or the moving of any such object or con
veyance or as a result of the operation or moving of any 
vehicle, object or conveyance weighing in excess of the 
legal weight limits allowed by law. This section shall ap
ply to any person operating any vehicle or moving any 
object or contrivance in any illegal or negligent manner 
or without a special permit as by law provided for vehi
cles, objects or contrivances of overweight, overwidth, 
overheight or overlength. Any person operating any ve
hicle shall be liable for any damage to any public high
way, bridge or elevated structure sustained as the result 
of any negligent operation thereof. When such operator 
is not the owner of such vehicle, object or contrivance 
but is so operating or moving the same with the express 
or implied permission of the owner thereof, then said 
owner and the operator shall be jointly and severally lia
ble for any such damage. Such damage to any state 
highway or structure may be recovered in a civil action 
instituted in the name of the state of Washington by the 
state highway commission. Any measure of damage to 
any public highway determined by the state highway 
commission by reason of this section shall be prima facie 
the amount of damage caused thereby and shall be pre
sumed to be the amount recoverable in any civil action 
therefor. (1961 c 12 § 46.44.l 10. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 57; 
RRS 6360-57.] 

.44.120 Liability of owner, others, for violatio _. 
Whe er an act or omission is declared to be unla ul 
in chap r 46.44 RCW, the owner or lessee of an)'. otor 
vehicle in olved in such act or omission is r nsible 
therefor. A person knowingly and intentio ly partic
ipating in ere ing an unlawful condition use, is also 
subject to the p alties provided in this apter for such 
unlawful act or o ·ssion. 

If the person ope ting the vehi e at the time of the 
unlawful act or omiss1 is not t owner or lessee of the 
vehicle, such person is ly a horized to accept the ci
tation and execute the p ise to appear on behalf of 
the owner or lessee. [ 198 c 04 § 2; l ')71 ex.s. c 148 § 
l; 1969 ex.s. c 69 § l. 

46.44.130 Fa implements ross weight and 
size limitation ception--Penalty. The limitations of 
RCW 46.44 10, 46.44.020, 46.44.0 and 46.44.041 
shall not ply to the movement of far · mplements of 
less tha forty-five thousand pounds gross eight, a to
tal 1 gth of seventy feet or less, and a t 1 outside 
wi of fourteen feet or less when being mo d while 

trolled, flagged, lighted, signed, and at a time f da~ 

I 
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46.52.116 City or county ordinances for disposition of abandoned 
vehicles authorized--Processing of impounded 
vehicles. 

46.52.117 City or county ordinances for abatement and removal of 
abandoned vehicles or hulks on private property auth
orized-Contents. 

46.52.118 Removal of abandoned vehicle or hulk from real prop-
erty--Disposal. 

46.52.119 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from family resi-
dential property. 

46.52.1192 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from other private 
property--Posting requirements. 

·46.52.1194 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from private prop
erty--Duties required of towing firm--Lien-
Penalty for noncompliance. 

46.52.1196 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from private prop
erty--Must be released, when--Penalty for de
frauding towing firm. 

46.52.1198 · Disturbing vehicle left on private property--Liability. 
46.52.120 Case record of convictions and traffic infractions--

Cross reference to accident reports. 
46.52.130 Appropriate part of abstract of driving record to be fur-

nished to individual, insurance company, em
ployer-Confidentiality--Fees--Penalty. 

46.52.145 Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Definitions. 
46.52.150 Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Authorizing dis-

posal of--Record--Disposition of moneys from. 
46.52.160 Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Violations consti-

tuting abandoning--Evidence--Penalty. 
46.52.170 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--Notification sticker, 

contents--Owner to be informed. 
46.52.180 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--Removal, time, 

location. 
46.52.190 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--lmpoundment--

Notification--Hearing--Liability for 
charges-Nonpayment penalty. 

46.52.200 Abandoned vehicles or hulks-lmpoundment-.-
Bond to regain possession. 

46.52.210 Abandoned vehicles or hulks-Crimes regarding. 

Hulk haulers' or scrap processors' licenses: Chapter 46. 79 RCW. 

Motor vehicle wreckers: Chapter 46.80 RCW. 

46.52.010 Duty on striking unattended car or other 
property--Penalty. The operator of any vehicle which 
collided with any other vehicle which is unattended shall 
immediately stop and shall then and there either locate 
and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of the 
name and address of the operator and owner of the ve
hicle striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a 
conspicuous place in the vehicle struck a written notice, 
giving the name and address of the operator and of the 
owner of the vehicle striking such other vehicle. 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident re
sulting only in damage to property fixed or placed upon 
or adjacent to any public highway shall take reasonable 
steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge 
of such property of such fact and of the name and ad
dress of the operator and owner of the vehicle striking 
such property, or shall leave in a conspicuous place upon 
the property struck a written notice, giving the name 
and address of the operator and of the owner of the ve
hicle so striking the property, and such person shall fur
ther make report of such accident as in the case of other 
accidents upon the public highways of this state. Any 
person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. [I 979 ex.s. c 136 § 79; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.52.010. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 133; RRS § 6360-133; 
1927 c 309 § 50, part; RRS § 6362-50, part.] 

(1981 Ed.) 

~-----------

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 
Effecthe date---Sewerability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Arrest of person violating duty on striking unattended vehicle or other 
property: RCW 10.JU00. 

46.52.020 Duty in case of injury to or death of person 
or damage to attended vehicle or other property-
Penalty. (1) A driver of any vehicle involved in an acci
dent resulting in the injury to or death of any person 
shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as possible but shall then 
forthwith return to, and in every event remain at, the 
scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the require
ments of subsection (3) of this section; every such stop 
shall be made without obstructing traffic more than _is 
necessary. 

(2) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting only in damage to a vehicle which is driven or 
attended by any person or damage to other property . 
shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as possible and shall forth
with return to, and in any event shall remain at, the 
scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the require
ments of subsection (3) of this section; every such stop 
shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is 
necessary. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided in subsection (7) of this 
section the driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person or damage 
to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any person 
or damage to other property shall give his name, ad
dress, and vehicle license number and shall exhibit his 
vehicle driver's license to any person struck or injured or 
the driver or any occupant of, or any person attending, 
any such vehicle collided with and shall render to any 
person injured .in such accident reasonable assistance, 
including the carrying or the making of arrangements 
for the carrying of such person to a physician or hospital 
for medical treatment if it is apparent that such treat
ment is necessary or if such carrying is requested by the 
injured person or on his behalf. Under no circumstances 
shall the rendering of assistance or other compliance 
with the provisions of this subsection be evidence of the 
liability of any driver for such accident. 

(4) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection 
( l) of this section failing to stop or comply with any of 
the requirements of subsection (3) of this section under 
said circumstances shall be guilty of a class C felony 
and, upon conviction, be punished pursuant to RCW 
9A.20.020: Provided, That this provision shall not apply 
to any person injured or incapacitated by such accident 
to the extent of being physically incapable of complying 
herewith. 

(5) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection 
(2) of this section failing to stop or to comply with any 
of the requirements of subsection (3) of this section un- _ 
der said circumstances shall be guilty of a gross misde
meanor and, upon conviction, be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than 

rr1t1e 46 RCW-p 1291 
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one year or by a fine of not less than one hundred dol
lars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment: Provided, That this provision 
shall not apply to any person injured or incapacitated by · 
such accident to the extent of being physically incapable 
of complying herewith. 

(6) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege to drive of any person convicted under this sec
tion or any local ordinance consisting of substantially the 
same language as this section of failure to stop and give 
information or render aid following an accident with any 
vehicle driven or attended by any person shall be re
voked by the department. 

. (7) If none of the persons specified are in condition to 
receive the information to which they otherwise would 
be entitled under subsection (3) of this section, and no 
police officer is present, the driver of any vehicle in
volved in such accident after fulfilling all other require
ments of subsections (I) and (3) of this section insofar 
as possible on his part to be performed, shall forthwith 
report such accid~nt to the nearest office of the duly 
authorized police authority and submit thereto the in
formation specified in subsection (3) of this section. 
(1980 c 97 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 80; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. 
c 18 § 1. Prior: 1975 1st ex.s. c 210 § I; 1975 c 62 § 14; 
1967 c 32 § 53; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.020; prior: 1937 c 189 
§ 134; RRS § 6360--134; 1927 c 309 § 50, part; RRS § 
6362-50, part.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

Effective date--1980 c 97: "This 1980 act shall take effect on 
July I, 1980." (1980 c 97 § 3.) 

Effective date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 
Arrest of person violating duty in case of injury to or death of person 

or damage to attended vehicle: RCW 10.31.100. 

46.S2.030 Accident reports. (I) The driver of any ve
hicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 
death of any person or damage to the property of any 
one person to an apparent extent of three hundred dol
lars or more, shall, within twenty-four hours after such 
accident, make a written report of such accident to the 
chief of police of the city or town if such accident oc- · 
curred within an incorporated city or town or the county 
sheriff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside 
incorporated cities and towns. 

(2) If such accident was not investigated by a law en
forcement officer, the original of such report shall be 
immediately forwarded by the authority receiving such · 
report to the chief of the Washington state patrol at 
Olympia, Washington, and the second copy of such re
port to be forwarded to the department of licensing at 
Olympia, Washington. 

(3) If such accident was investigated by a law en
forcement officer, the original of each driver's report re- · 
quired by subsection (I) of this section shall be retained 
by the local law enforcement agency where the accident 
occurred, and the second copy shall be forwarded to the 
department of licensing at Olympia, Washington. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 130) 

(4) Any law enforcement officer who investigates an 
accident for which a driver's report is required under 
subsection (I) of this section shall submit an investiga
tor's report as required by RCW 46.52.070. 

(5) The chief of the Washington state patrol may re
quire any driver of any vehicle involved in an accident, 
of which report must be made as provided in this sec
tion, to file supplemental reports whenever the original 
report in his opinion is insufficient, and may likewise re
quire witnesses of any such accident to render reports. 
For this purpose, the chief of the Washington state pa
trol shall prepare and, upon request, supply to any police 
department, coroner, sheriff, and any other suitable 
agency or individual, sample forms of accident reports 
required hereunder, which reports shall be upon a form 
devised by the chief of the Washington state patrol and 
shall call for sufficiently· detailed information to disclose 
all material facts with reference to the accident to be 
reported thereon, including the location, the cause, the 
conditions then existing, and the persons and vehicles 
involved, personal injury or death, if any, the amounts of 
property damage claimed, the total number of vehicles 
involved, whether the vehicles were legally parked, le
gally standing, or moving, and whether such vehicles · 
were occupied at the time of the accident. Every re
quired accident report shall be made on a form pre
scribed by the chief of the Washington state patrol and · 
each authority charged with the duty of receiving such 
reports shall provide sufficient report forms in compli
ance with the form devised. The report forms shall be 
designated so as to provide that a copy may be retained 
by the reporting person. [ 1981 c 30 § 1; 1979 c 158 § 
160; 1979- c 11 § 2. Prior: 1977 ex.s. c 369 § 2; 1977 
ex.s. c 68 § I; 1969 ex.s. c 40 § 2; 1967 c 32 § 54; 1965 
ex.s. c 119 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.030; prior: 1943 c 154 
§ l; 1937 c 189 § 135; RRS § 6360--135.) 

46.S2.040 Accident reports-Report when opera
tor disabled. Whenever the driver of the vehicle involved 
in any accident, concerning which accident report is re
quired, is physically incapable of making the required 
accident report and there is another occupant other than 
a passenger for hire therein, in the vehicle at the time of 
the accident capable of making a report, such occupant 
shall make or cause to be made such report. Upon re
covery such driver shall make such report in the manner 
required by law. (1967 c 32. § 55; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.040. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 136; RRS § 6360--136.) 
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rot the death of any person within his jurisdiction 
ring the preceding calendar month as a result of a : _ 

ac "dent involving any vehicle, together with the circu· -
stan es of such accident. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.52.050. Pr"or: 
1937 189 § 137; RRS § 6360-137.) 

46.5 060 Tabulation and analysis of repor s-
Availabi y for use. It shall be the duty of the hief of 
the Wash gton state patrol to file, tabulate, nd ana
lyze all ac "dent reports and to publish annua y, imme
diately foll wing the close of each fiscal ear, and 
monthly dun g the course of the year, stat" tical infor
mation based ereon showing the number f accidents, 
the location, t frequency and circums nces thereof 
and other statist al information which y prove of as
sistance in deter · ning the cause of veh · ular accidents. 

Such accident r orts and analysis r reports thereof 
shall be available t the director of icensing, the de
partment of transpor tion, the utili es and transporta
tion commission, or their duly authorized 
representatives, for fur er tabul ion and analysis for 
pertinent data relating to the egulation of highway 
traffic, highway construe ·on, v icle operators and all 
other purposes, and to pub "sh · formation so derived as -
may be deemed of publicati n alue. [ I 979 c 158 § 161; 
}977 C 75 § 67; 1967 C 32 § 6; 1961 C 12 § 46.52.060. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 138; R 6360-138.) 

46.52.065 Coroners t submi blood samples to state 
toxicologist--Analysi Avai bility of reports
Admissibility in court tion. Ever coroner or other of
ficial performing like unctions shat submit to the state 
toxicologist a blood s mple taken fro all drivers and all 
pedestrians who ar killed in any tra c accident where 
the death occurre within four hours a er the accident. 

. Blood samples sh I be taken and submi ed in the man-
ner prescribed the state toxicologist. he state toxi-
cologist shall alyze these blood samples to determine 
the concentr 10n of alcohol and, where asible, the 
presence of ugs or other toxic substances. he reports 
and records of the state toxicologist relating t analyses 
made purs ant to this section shall be confiden ial: Pro
vided, T t the results of these analyses shal be re
ported the state patrol and made available o the 
prosec _ ing attorney or law enforcement agency 
jurisd" tion: Provided further, That the results of ese 
anal es may be admitted in evidence in any civi or 
cri mat action where relevant and shall be made av ·1-
ab to the parties to any such litigation on applicatio 

the court. [1977 ex.s. c 50 § I; 1971 ex.s. c 270 § I.] 

46.52.070 Police officer's report. Any police officer 
of the state of Washington or of any county, city, town 
or other political subdivision, present at the scene of any 
accident or in possession of any facts concerning any ac
cident whether by way of official investigation or other
wise shall make report thereof in the same manner as 
required of the parties to such accident and as fully as 
the facts in his possession concerning such accident will 
permit. (1967 c 32 § 57; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.070. Prior: 
1937 c 189 § 139; RRS § 6360-139.) 

(1981 Ed.) 
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.. 6.52.080 Confidentiality of reports-Inf ormati 
req ired to be disclosed--Evidence. All required ac i
dent reports and supplemental reports and copies the of 
shall e without prejudice to the individual so repo ing· 
and s II be for the confidential use of the county ros
ecutin attorney and chief of police or county she ff, as 
the cas may be, and the director of licensing d the 
chief oft e Washington state patrol, and other o 1cer or 
commissi as authorized by law, except that ny such 
officer sha disclose the names and addresses f persons 
reported a involved in an accident or as witnesses 
thereto, the lt'ehicle license plate numbers d descrip
tions of vehi es involved, and the date, ti e and loca
tion of an a ident, to any person who ay have a 
proper interest therein, including the dri er or drivers 
involved, or the legal guardian thereof, e parent of a 
minor driver, an person injured therei , the owner of 
vehicles or proper damaged thereby, any authorized 
representative of s ch an interested p rty, or the attor
ney or insurer ther of. No such acci nt report or copy 
thereof shall be use as evidence i any trial, civil or 
criminal, arising out f an accident except that any of
ficer above named fo receiving cident reports shall 
furnish, upon demand f any pe on who has, or who 
claims to have, made su ha rep t, or, upon demand of 
any court, a certificate s owing at a specified accident 
report has or has not b n de to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol s ely to prove a compliance or 
a failure to comply with th r. quirement that such a re- · 
port be made in the manne required by law: Provided, 
That the reports may be u e as evidence when neces
sary to prosecute charges e in connection with a vio
lation of RCW 46.52.088. (19 c 158 § 162; 1975 c 62 
§ 15; 1967 c 32 § 58; 19 5 ex.s. c 119 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 
46.52.080. Prior: 1937 c 189 § I 0; RRS § 6360-140.) 

Severability-1975 c 6 

46.52.083 Confid tiality of re rts-Availability 
of factual data to i terested parties. All of the factual 
data submitted in eport form by th officers, together 
with the signed s tements of all wit esses, except the 
reports signed b the drivers involved ·n the accident, 
shall be made ailable upon request t the interested 
parties named · RCW 46.52.080. (196 ex.s. c 119 § 
4.) 

Confidentiality of reports Fee for 
written info mation. Any information authon ed for re
lease unde RCW 46.52.080 and 46.52.083 m y be fur
nished in ritten form for a fee sufficient to eet, but 
not exce , the costs incurred. All fees receive by the 
Washin· on state patrol for such copies shall be depos
ited in e motor vehicle fund. [ 1979 c 34 § I; 19 ex.s. 
c 91 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 119 § 5.) 

4 .52.088 · Reports-False information. A pe on 
sha not give information in oral or written reports s 
r ired in chapter 46.52 RCW knowing that such i -
fo mation is false. (1975 c 62 § 16.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 131) 
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46.52.090 Reports by repairmen, storage men, and 
appraisers-Violations, penalties. Any person, firm, 
corporation or association engaged in the business of re
pair to motor vehicles or any person, firm, corporation or 
association which may at any time engage in the repair 
of any motor vehicle or other vehicle owned by any other 
person, firm, corporation, or association, shall be and is 
hereby required to maintain a complete record of any 
and all vehicles repaired, the nature of the repair to 
which indicates the damage or injury could have been 
caused by collision with any person or property. Such 
report shall be made out and kept posted currently in 
duplicate, showing the name of the person for whom 
such repair is done, the date of such repair, the motor 
number of the vehicle if it be a motor vehicle, or the se
rial number of the vehicle if it be a trailer or semitrailer, 
the license number of the vehicle, a brief statement of 
the nature of such repair and the cost thereof. Such re
port should be certified by the person or a duly author
ized representative of the firm, corporation or 
association performing such repairs, such certification 
stating that the foregoing report is a true and accurate 
report of all such repairs, performed during the period 
covered by said report and in any wise indicating that 
the injury or damage to such vehicle could have been 
caused by collision with any person or property. Any 
person, firm, corporation or association failing to submit 
such report shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor and 
any person certifying to any such report containing 
fraudulent or untrue information or omitting any re
quired information in any material respect shall be 
guilty of forgery. Such report shall be submitted on 
Monday of each week for the preceding calendar week, 
to the local authority to whom accident reports are re
quired to be made. When such local authority shall have 
checked such reports for their own informational pur
poses, such reports shall be forwarded to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, and such reports shall be for
warded within a period of ten days from the date of 
submission to such local authority. The person, firm, 
corporation or association performing such repairs shall 
retain the duplicate copy of such report in their perma
nent files and the same shall be open to inspection dur
ing business hours by any police officer or any person 
authorized by the chief of the. Washington state patrol. 
Such report shall also be made by persons, firms or cor
porations providing storage or furnishing appraisals and 
shall contain the same record as required above of any 
such vehicles brought in for appraisal or storage. Forms 
for such records shall be prescribed by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and may be obtained from the 
local authority to whom accident reports are made. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy or con
ceal any evidence of damage to a vehicle indicating that 
such damage could be the result of collision with any 
person or property without adequate record thereof and 
any person so doing shall be guilty of a gross misde
meanor. [1967 c 32 § 59; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.090. Prior: 
1937 c 189 § 141; RRS § 6360-141.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1321 

6.52,100 Record of traffic charges-Reports of action b 
s-Venue in justice courts-Driving under infiuence of liq 

or rugs while license suspended or revoked, penalty (as amended y 
197 ex.s. c 136). Every justice of the peace, police judge, and clcr of 
super r court shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every t ffic 
compl int, traffic citation, notice of infraction, or other legal fo of 
traffic harge deposited with or presented to said justice of the 
police j dge, superior court, or a traffic violations bureau, a 
keep a r rd of every official action by said court or its traf c viola
tions bur u in reference thereto, including but not limited l a record 
of every c nviction, forfeiture of bail, judgment of acquitt , finding 
that a traf c infraction has been committed, dismissal of notice of 
infraction, a d the amount of fine, forfeiture, or penalty re ulting from 
every said tr ffic complaint, citation, or notice of infrac · n deposited 
with or prese led to the justice of the peace, police j age, superior 
court, or traffi violations bureau. 

The Monday following the conviction, forfeiture of 
that a traffic in action was committed for violation any provmons 
of this chapter other law regulating the operati g of ·vehicles on 
highways, every s id magistrate of the court or cl k of the court of 
record in which s h conviction was had, bail w s forfeited, or the 
finding made shall epare and immediately forw d to the director of 
licensing at Olympi an abstract of the record said court covering 
the case, which abstr t must be certified by th person so required to 
prepare the same to true and correct. Repo t need not be made of 
any finding involving t illegal parking or sla ding of a vehicle. 

Said abstract must b made upon a form urnished by the director 
and shall include the n me and address the party charged. the 
number, if any, _of his dr 11er's or chauffe 's license, the registration 
number of the vehicle inv ved, the natur of the offense, the date of 
hearing, the plea, the jud ent, whethe bail forfeited, whether the 
determination that a traffic infraction as committed was contested, 
and the amount of the fine, t feiture, penalty as the case may be. 

Every court of record shall lso for rd a like report to the director 
upon the conviction of any pe on of anslaughter or other felony in 
the commission of which a vehi e w used. 

The failure of any such judic I fficer to comply with any of the 
requirements of this section shat nstitute misconduct in office and 
shall be grounds for removal ther om. 

The director shall keep all abs a ts received hereunder at his office 
in Olympia and the same shat be open to public inspection during 
reasonable business hours. 

Venue in all justice courts hall b before one of the two nearest 
justices of the peace in inco porated ities and towns nearest to the 
point the violation allegedl)l occurred: rovided, That in counties of 
class A and of the first clas such cases ay be tried in the county seat 
at the request of the def en ant. 

It shall be the duty of he officer, pros cuting attorney, or city at
torney signing the charg or information in ny case involving a charge 
of driving under the in uence of intoxicat1 g liquor or any narcotic 
drug immediately to ake request to the d ector for an abstract of 
convictions and forfei res which the director hall furnish. 

If a driver has a r cord of two or more con ·ctions or forfeitures of 
the offense of opera ng a vehicle under the infl ence of or affected by 
the use of intoxica ng liquor or any narcotic d g within a five year 
period, he shall, n conviction, be fined not I s than one hundred 
dollars and not re than one thousand dollars, a shall be sentenced 
to not less than irty days and not more than one year in the county 
jail and neithe fine nor sentence shall be suspen d; and the court 
shall revoke th driver's license. 

If the driv at the time of the offense charged wa without a driv
er's license cause of a previous suspension or revoc tion, the mini
mum mand tory jail sentence and fine shall be nine days in the 
county jail nd a two hundred dollar fine. The penalty so imposed shall 
not be sus nded. (1979 ex.s. c 136 § 81; 1979 c 158 § I 3; 1967 c 32 
§ 60; 19 c 12 § 46.52.100. Prior: 1955 c 393 § 2; 1949 c 196 § 15; 
1937 c 1 9 § 142; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-142.) 

Effe tive date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See 
lowin RCW 46.63.010. 

.52. 100 Record of traffic charges-Reports of convicti ns by 
co rts-Venue in justice courts-Driving under infiuence of iquor 
o drugs while license suspended or revoked, penalty (as amend by 

79 ex.s. c 176). Every justice of the peace, police judge and clc of 
uperior court shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every tra 1c 

(1981 Ed.) 
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istration certificate from the department of licensi 
a thorizing him to engage in such activities is guilty o a 
gr s misdemeanor. 

( ) Application for an abandoned vehicle dis~ ser 
regi ration shall be made on forms furnished by t de
part ent of licensing and shall be signed by the ppli
cant r. his agent and shall include the fol owing 
inform tion: 

(a) me and address of the person, firm, artner-
ship, ass ciation, or corporation under the ame the 
business i to be conducted; 

(b) Na es and addresses of all persons h ·ing an in
terest in th business, or if the owner is a orporation, 
the names a d addresses of the officers of the corpora
tion; and 

(c) A certi ate of approval from cit r the chief of 
police of any c y or town having a pop lation over five 
thousand person or, in all other instan s, from a mem
ber of the Washi gton state patrol cer fying that: 

(i) The applica t has an establishe place of business 
at the address sho on the applicat' n; 

(ii) The place o business has acquate and secure 
storage facilities ace ssible to the ublic where vehicles 
and their contents ca be properl stored and protected; 
and 

(iii) Any other in rmatio the department may 
require. 

(3) Before issuing a lie nse a registered disposer the 
department shall require he applicant to file with the 
department a surety bond the amount of three thou-
sand dollars running to t state and executed by a 
surety company authorize do business in the state. 
Such bonds shall be appr ed s to form by the attorney 
general and conditioned that such registered disposer 
shall conduct his busine s in c formity with the provi
sions of this chapter ~ rtaining to vehicles. abandoned 
vehicles, or abandone vehicle h ks, and to COlllpensate 
any person, company or the stat for failure to comply 
with this chapter, or for fraud, ne igence, or misrepre
sentation in the ha ling of these hicles. Injured par
ties shall have t e right to ins ti te an action for 
recovery against e registered dispo er and the surety 
upon the bond. uccessive recoveries gainst the bond 
shall be permit ed but the aggregate liability of the 
surety to all pe ons shall in no event ex ed the amount 
of the bond. U on exhaustion of the pcna ty of the bond 
or cancellatio of the bond by the surety. t e f'(gistration 
of the dispos r shall automatically be cane ed. · 

(4) (a) ach original application shall· accompa
nied by a ee of five dollars. If the appli ion is ap
proved th department shall forward the fee t the state 
treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle fund The de
partme shall forward a license to the regist ed dis-
poser ich shall be prominently displayed to signify 
that is authorized to do business as a reg tered 
dispo r. 

(b A license issued to a registered dis~r sha re
mai in force until suspended, re,·l,ked, C!:lceled for 
bo d expiration, or canceled for insurJnce exr:rJtion. 

(c) Whenever a registered disposer has had a bond r 
i surance canceled, a license suspended or r-:\'Oked, o 

(Title 46 RCW-p 134) 

s ceased to do business, the license shall be imme 
at y surrendered to the department. 

Each registered disposer shall carry insura ce in 
such mount proportional to the size of the re stered 
dispos 's business as the department may b~ rule re
quire to rotect against vehicle damage, in ding but 
not limit to fire and theft, from the ti e a vehicle 
comes into ·s custody until it is sold or r aimed. Each 

· registered dis ser shall also carry at lea fifty thousand 
dollars of lia · ity insurance for pro erty damage or 
bodily injury. 

(6) The directo may by order s pend or revoke the 
license for any regi ration as a r istered disposer if he 
finds that the registr t has not omplied with or is not 
complying with any la , rule or regulation relative to 
the handling or disposit n o vehicles, abandoned vehi
cles, or abandoned vehicl ulks, or has been adjudged 
guilty of violating any su aw, rule, or regulation. For 
the purpose of this sec on, he term adjudged guilty 
means, in addition to final c viction in either a state 
or municipal court, n unvacat forfeiture of bail or 
collateral deposited o secure a endant's appearance 
in court, the pay ent of a fine, a lea of guilty, or a 
finding of guilt gardless of whethe the imposition of 
sentence is defi red or the penalty is su ended. 

(7) Any re stered disposer under cont ct to a city or 
county for e impounding of vehicles sha comply with 
such adm' istrative regulations relative to e handling 
and disp ing of vehicles as may be promulgat d by such 
city or ounty and as hereinafter set forth. [ 19 ex.s. c 
178 O; 1979 c 158 § 165; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 4 · 1969 
ex.s c 42 § 5.] 

everability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following R W 
.61.S90. 

46.S2.110 Stolen and abandoned vehicles-Reports 
of-Recovery, report required, penalty--Notice-
Disposition. It shall be the duty of the sheriff of every 
county, the chief of police or chief police officer of every 
incorporated city and town of this state, constables, and 
members of the Washington state patrol to report im
mediately to the chief of the Washington state patrol all 
motor vehicles reported to them as stolen or recovered, 
upon forms to be provided by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol. 

In the event that any motor vehicle reported as stolen 
has been recovered, failure of the person so reporting the 
same as stolen to report the recovery thereof to the 
sheriff, chief of police, or other chief police officer to 
whom such motor vehicle was reported as stolen is a 
traffic infraction. 

Upon receipt of such information the chief of the 
Washington state patrol shall enter the information in a 
"stolen vehicle index.• He shall also enter any reports of 
vehicles stolen in other states and reported to him as 
such. It shall be the duty of the chief of the Washington 
state patrol to keep a record of all vehicles reported to 
him as recovered. 

Such information shall be provided by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol for the use of the director of li
censing as will permit the director to check the motor or 

(1981 Ed.) 
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serial number set forth in any application for certificate 
of ownership or certificate of license registration against 
such "stolen vehicle index" and no such certificates shall 
be issued upon any vehicle recorded as stolen and the 
director shall immediately inform the chief of the 
Washington state patrol of any application upon any 
such vehicle. 

It shall be the duty of the sheriff of every county, the 
chief of police or chief police officer of each incorpo
rated city and town, members of the Washington state 
patrol, ·and constables to report to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol all vehicles or vehicle hulks 
found abandoned on a public highway or at any other 
place and the same shall thereafter, at the direction of 
such law enforcement officer, be disposed of as provided 
in this chapter. [ 1980 c 148 § 4. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c 178 
§ 11; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 82; 1979 c 158 § 166; 1969 ex.s. 
c 42 § 6; 1967 c 32 § 61; 1965 ex.s. c 23 § 2; 1963 c 44 
§ l; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.110; prior: 1937 c 189 § 143; 
RRS § 6360-143.] . 

Effecthe date--1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10-090. 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

.S2.111 Removal and storage of vehicle o 
hulk: Lien--Notices--Contents-Failure y 
dispos r to comply with ·time limits. ( 1) A registered is
poser s II take custody of any vehicle or hulk pla ed in 
his custo y by a law enforcement officer purs ant to 
RCW 46. .565 or 46.52.180 and shall remov the ve
hicle or hul to the established place of busi ess of the 
registered dis oser where the vehicle or h k shall be 
stored, and the egistered disposer shall ha e a lien upon 
the vehicle or h k for services provide in the towing 
and storage of th vehicle or hulk, uni ss the impound
ment is determine to have been inv. lid. However the 
lien does not apply t personal pro rty in or upon the 
vehicle which persona roperty i not permanently at~ 
tached to or is not an i tegral rt of the vehicle. The 
registered disposer shall so ve a claim against the 
last registered owner of th v. hicle or hulk for services 
provided in the towing an storage of the vehicle or 
hulk, not to exceed the su o two hundred dollars, un
less the removal is deter med t be invalid. A registered 
owner who has comp!" d with. W 46.52.104 in the 
transfer of ownershiP. f the vehicl or hulk shall be re
lieved of liability u er this section. 

(2) Within twe y-four hours after eceiving custody 
of the vehicle or ulk from the law ent cement officer, 
the registered sposer shall give notice o is custody to 
the departme t of licensing and the Was ington state 
patrol. If vehicle impounded from priva e property 
pursuant t this chapter is in the custody of a egistered 
disposer nd remains unclaimed after seventy-t hours, 
the re stered disposer shall without undue del give 
notic of his custody to the department. The depar ent 
sha supply the last known names and addresses of g
is red and legal owners of the vehicles as the names a d 

dresses appear on the records of the department to th 

, (1981 Ed.) 
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egistered disposer on request without charge in thos 
c ses where the information was not given to the regi -
te ed disposer by the law enforcement officer. · 

) Within three days after receiving the names nd 
add esses of the owners from the department or th law 
enfo ement officer, the registered disposer shall s nd a 
notic to the registered and legal owners of the ve cle to 
the la known addresses of the owners as the a resses 
appear n the records of the department by cer fled or 
registere mail, return receipt requested. T notice 
shall con in a description of the vehicle or h k includ
ing its lie se number and vehicle identificati n number 
and shall ate the amount due the registe d disposer 
for services ·n the towing and storage of t e vehicle or 
hulk and the time and place of public sale the amount 
remains unpa:"d or if possession of the chicle is. not 
otherwise reg ·ned pursuant to RCW 6.52.200. The 
notice shall no be sent if the registere owner has re
gained possessio of the vehicle pursu nt to RCW 46-
.52.200. If the ve icle is sold pursuan to this chapter, a 
copy of the notice ith proof of maili g shall be retained 
in the registered di oser's files and vailable for inspec
tion for a period of ree years fro the date of sale. 

(4) The failure o the register disposer to comply 
with the time limits ovided in is chapter shall limit 
the accumulation of st rage cha ges to five days except 
where delay is unavoi ble. T providing of incorrect 
or incomplete identif yin inf or ation to the department 
in the abandoned vehicl re rt shall be considered a 
failure to comply with th e ime limits if correct infor
mation is available. [ 1979 .s. c 178 § 12; 1979 c 158 § 
167; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 41; 969 ex.s. c 42 § 7.) 

Severability-1979 
46.61.590. 

RCW 

46.S2.t 12 Sale of nclaim d vehicle or bulk-
Procedure---Proceec1S---1Defi iency. If, after the ex
piration of fifteen da s from the ate of mailing of no
tice to the registered and legal own r, the vehicle or hulk 
remains unclaimed nd has not bee listed as a stolen or 
recovered vehicle, then the registe d disposer having 
custody of such hicle or hulk shal conduct a sale of 
the same at publ c auction after havin first published a 
notice of the d e, place and time of ch auction in a 
newspaper of neral circulation in the ounty in which 
the vehicle is ated not less than three ays before the 
date of such uction. 

Such veh · le or hulk shall be sold at su h auction to 
the highest idder. The proceeds of such s e, after de
ducting t towing and storage charges du the regis
tered dis ser, including the cost of sale, whi h shall be 
compute as in a public auction sale of pers al prop
erty by the sheriff, shall be certified one-ha to the 
county reasurer of the county in which the vehi e is lo
cated o be credited to the county current ex pens fund, 
and ne-half to the state treasurer to be credited o the 
big ay safety fund. If the amount bid at the auct n is 
ins fficient to compensate the registered disposer fo his 
to ing and storage charges and the cost of sale, s ch 
r gistered disposer shall be entitled to assert a claim r 
ny deficiency, not to exceed two hundred dollars less 

rritle 46 RCW-p IJSJ 
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aring glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type a 
ved by the state commission on equipment; 
) For any person to sell or off er for sale a moto y

cle elmet which does not meet the requirements e ab
lish by the state commission on equipment. 

(2) The state commission on equipment is 
author ed and empowered to adopt and amend 
tions, p rsuant to the administrative procedure t, con
cerning he standards and procedures for ap oval of 
glasses, ggles, face shields, and protectiv helmets. 
The state ommission on equipment shall m ntain and 
publish a I t of those devices which the co mission on 
equipment s approved. [ I 982 c 77 § 7; 977 ex.s. c · 
355 § 55; I I ex.s. c 150 § l; 1969 c 4 § l; 1967 c 
232 § 4.J 
Rules of court: Mo tary penalty schedule--JTI 6.2. 

Se,erability-J 2 c 77: See note following W 46.20.500. 
Sewerability--1 7 ex.s. c 355: See n e following RCW 

. 46.37.010. 
Muimum height for h 
Riding on motorcycles: 

Sections 
46.52.120 

ABANDONED· 

46.52.120 Case recor of nvicfions and traffic in
fractions--Cross refer ce to accident reports. (I) It 
shall be the duty of the ,rector keep a case record on 
every motor vehicle driv. r license under the laws of this 
state, together with in£ rmation o each, showing all the 
convictions and findin s of traffic i ractions certified by 
the courts and an i ex cross refer nee record of each 
accident reported lating to such "ndividuals with a 
brief statement of e cause of such ccident, which in
dex cross referen record shall be fu ished to the di
rector by the chi f of the Washington ate patrol, with 
reference to e ch driver involved i the reported 
accidents. 

(2) The cas record shall be maintained ·n two parts. 
(a) One p t shall be the employment iving record 

of the perso which shall include all motor ehicle acci
dents in w ch the person is involved while t e person is 
driving a ommercial motor vehicle as an e ployee of 
another, I convictions of the person for violat on of the 
motor v icle laws while the person is drivin a com
mercial otor vehicle as an employee of another, and all 
find in that the person has committed a traffic · nfrac
tion ile the person is driving a commercial mo r ve
hicle s an employee of another. The same reports hall 
be e tered when the person is a law enforcement o teer 
or re fighter as defined in RCW 4 I .26.030, or a s te 
p rol officer, and is driving an official police, state 
t I, or fire department vehicle in the course of their o -

cial duties. 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 392) 

) The other part shall include all other accident . 
conv lions, and findings that the person has commi ed 
a traf infraction. 

(3) S h records shall be for the confidentia use of 
the direct and the chief of the Washington st te patrol 
and for sudi lice officers or other cogniza public of
ficials as may e designated by law. Sue case records 
shall not be of ed as evidence in any ourt except in 
case appeal is tak from the order of 1rector, suspend
ing, revoking, can ling, or refus· g vehicle driver's 
license. 

(4) It shalJ be the du of the irector to tabulate and 
analyze vehicle driver's c e r ords and to suspend, re-
voke, cancel, or refuse any icle driver's license to any 
person when it is deeme · fr facts contained in the 
case record of such pers that · is for the best interest 
of public safety that s ch person e denied the privilege 
of operating a motor. ehicle. When er the director may 
order the vehicle ,ver's license of a ' such person sus
pended, revoked r canceled, or shall re se the issuance 
of vehicle dri r's license, such suspens, 
cancelJation r refusal shall be final and e ctive unless 
appeal fro the decision of the director shall 
provide y law. [1982 c 52 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 6 § 83; 
1977 .s. c 356 § I; 1967 c 32 § 62; 1961 c I § 46-
.52. 0. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 144; RRS § 6360-144. 

ffective date--Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes 
wing RCW 46.63.010. 

Seclions 

Chapter 46.61 
RULES OF THE ROAD 

OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC LAWS 
46.61.024 Attempting to elude pursuing police vehicle. 

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY-OVERTAKING 
AND PASSING-USE OF ROADWAY 

46.61.160 Restrictions on use of limited-access highway-Use 
by bicyclists. 

RECKLESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED, 
AND NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE BY VEHICLE 

46.61.515 Driving or being in physical control of motor vehicle 
while under the influence of intoll.icating liquor or 
drugs-Penalties-Alcohol or drug problem. 
treatment-Penally assessments in addition to fines, 
etc.-Suspension or revocation of liccnse-
Appeal. . 

· OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES 
46.61.750 
46.61.758 
46.61.770 

Effect of regulations-Penalty. 
Hand signals. 
Riding on roadways and bicycle paths. 

OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC 
LAWS 

46.61.024 Attempting to elude pursuing police ,ehi
cle. Any driver of a motor vehicle who wilfully fails or 
ref uses to immediately bring his vehicle to a stop and 
who drives his vehicle in a manner indicating a wanton 
or wilful disregard for the lives or property of others 
while attempting to elude a pursuing police vehicle. after 
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being given a visual or audible signal to bring the vehicle 
to a stop, shall be guilty of a class C felony. The signal 
given by the police officer may be by hand, voice, emer
gency light, or siren. The officer giving such a signal 
shall be in uniform and his vehicle shall be appropriately 
marked showing it to be an official police vehicle. [ 1982 
1st ex.s. c 47 § 25; 1979 ex.s. c 75 § l .] 

Severability-1982 1st ex.s. c 47: See note following RCW 
9.41.025. 

DRIVING'ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY
OVERTAKING AND PASSING-USE OF 

ROADWAY 

46.61.160 Restrictions on use of limited-access high
way--Use by bicyclists. The department of transpor
tation may by order, and local authorities may by 
ordinance or resolution, with respect to any limited ac
cess highway under their respective jurisdictions prohibit 
the use of any such highway by funeral processions, or 
by parades, pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized 
traffic, or by any person operating a motor--0riven cycle. 
Bicyclists may use the right shoulder of limited-access 
highways except where prohibited. The department of 
transportation may by order, and local authorities may 
by ordinance or resolution, with respect to any limited
access highway under their respective jurisdictions pro
hibit the use of the shoulders of any such highway by 
bicycles within urban areas or upon other sections of the 
highway where such use is deemed to be unsafe. 

The department of transportation or the local author
ity adopting any such prohibitory regulation shall erect 
and maintain official traffic control devices on the lim
ited access roadway on which such regulations are ap
plicable, and when so erected no person may disobey the 
restrictions stated on such devices. [ 1982 c 55 § 5; 197 5 
c 62 § 25; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 27.) 

Seterability--1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

RECKLESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE 
INTOXICATED. AND NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE 

BY VEHICLE 

46.61.515 Driving or being- in physical control of 
motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating li
quor or drugs-Penalties--Alcohol or drug problem, 
treatment--Penalty assessments in addition to fines, 
etc.-Suspension or revocation of license--Appeal. 
(1) Every person who is convicted of a violation of RCW 
46.61.502 or 46.61.504 shall be punished by imprison
ment for not less than twenty-four consecutive hours nor 
more than one year, and by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars. The person shall, in addition, be re
quired to complete a course at an alcohol information 
school approved by the department of social and health 
services. If, after completing an alcohol evaluation at the 
alcohol information school, the convicted person is found 
to have a serious alcohol problem, the alcohol informa
tion school may recommend more intensive alcoholism 
treatment in a program approved by the department of 

social and health services. In the alternative, the court 
may bypass alcohol information school if the court de
termines that more intensive alcoholism treatment in a 
program approved by the department of social and 
health services is appropriate. Standards for approval 
shall be prescribed by rule under the administrative pro
cedure act, chapter 34.04 RCW. The courts shall peri
odically review the costs of alcohol information schools 
and treatment programs within their jurisdictions. 
Twenty-four consecutive hours of the jail sentence shall 
not be suspended or deferred unless the judge finds that 
the imposition of the jail sentence will pose a risk to the 
defendant's physical or mental well-being. Whenever the 
mandatory jail sentence is suspended or deferred, the 
judge must state, in writing, the reason for granting the 
suspension or deferral and the facts upon which the sus
pension or deferral is based. The court may impose con
ditions of probation that may include nonrepetition, 
alcohol or drug treatment, supervised probation, or other 
conditions that may be appropriate. 

(2) On a second or subsequent conviction for driving 
or being in physical control of a motor vehicle while un
der the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs within a 
five year period a person shall be punished by imprison
m~nt for not less than seven days nor more than one 
year and by a fine not more than one thousand dollars. 
The jail sentence shall not be suspended or deferred un
less the judge finds that the imposition of the jail· sen
tence will pose a risk to the defendant's physical or 
mental well-being. Whenever the mandatory jail sen
tence is suspended or deferred, the judge must state, in 
writing, the reason for granting the suspension or def er
ral and the facts upon which the suspension or deferral 
is based. If such person at the time of a second or sub
sequent conviction is without a license or permit because 
of a previous suspension or revocation, the minimum 
mandatory sentence shall be ninety days in jail and a 
two hundred dollar fine. The penalty so imposed shall 
not be suspended or deferred. The person shall, in addi
tion, be required to complete diagnostic evaluation at an 
alcoholism program approved by the department of so
cial and health services or other diagnostic evaluation as 
the court designates. If the person is found to have an 
alcohol or drug problem requiring treatment, the person 
shall complete treatment at an approved alcoholism 
treatment facility or approved drug treatment center. 

In addition to any nonsuspendable and nondeferrable 
jail sentence required by this subsection, the court shall 
sentence a person to a term of imprisonment not ex
ceeding one hundred eighty days and shall suspend but 
shall not defer the sentence for a period not exceeding 
two years. The suspension of the sentence may be condi
tioned upon nonrepetition, alcohol or drug treatment, 
supervised probation, or other conditions that may be 
appropriate. The sentence may be imposed in whole or in 
part upon violation of a condition of suspension during 
the suspension period. 

(3) There shall be levied and paid into the highway 
safety fund of the state treasury a penalty assessment in 
the minimum amount of twenty-five percent of, and 
which shall be in addition to, any fine, bail forfeiture, or 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 3931 
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costs on all offenses involving a violation of any state 
statute or city or county ordinance relating to driving a 
motor vehicle while; under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or being in actual physical control of a motor ve
hicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor: 
Provided, That all funds derived from such penalty as
sessment shall be in addition to and exclusive of assess
ments made under RCW 46.81.030 and shall be for the 
exclusive use of the department for driver services pro
grams and for a state-wide alcohol safety action pro
gram, or other similar programs designed primarily for 
the rehabilitation or control of traffic off enders. Such 
penalty assessment shall be included in any bail schedule 
and shall be included by the court in any pronouncement 
of sentence. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions contained in chap
ters 3.16, 3.46, 3.50, 3.62, or 35.20 RCW, or any other 
section of law, the penalty assessment provided for in 
subsection (3) of this section shall not be suspended, 
waived, modified, or deferred in any respect, and all 
moneys derived from such penalty assessments shall be 
forwarded to the highway safety fund to be used exclu
sively for the purposes set forth in subsection (3) of this 
section. 

(5) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege of any person convicted of driving or being in 
physical control of a motor vehicle while under the in
fluence of intoxicating liquor or drugs shall: 

{a) On the first conviction under either such offense, 
be suspended by the department for not less than thirty 
days: Provided, That the court may recommend that no 
suspension action be taken. The treatment agency shall 
forward a copy of the completed diagnostic evaluation 
and treatment report to the department of licensing be
fore the department may reinstate the person's driver's 
license. The department of licensing shall determine the 
person's eligibility for licensing based upon these reports 
and shall deny reinstatement until enrollment and par
ticipation in an approved program has been established 
and the person is otherwise qualified; 

{b) On a second conviction under either such offense 
within a five year period, be suspended by the depart
ment for not less than sixty days. The treatment agency 
shall forward a copy of the completed diagnostic evalua- . 
tion and treatment report to the department of licensing 
before the department may reinstate the person's driver's 
license. The department of licensing shall determine the 
person's eligibility for licensing based upon these reports 
as provided in RCW 46.20.031 and shall deny reinstate
ment until satisfactory progress in an approved program . 
has been established and the person is otherwise 
qualified; 

(c) On a third or subsequent conviction under either 
such offense within a five year period, be revoked by the 
department. 

(6) In any case provided for in this section, where a 
driver's license is to be revoked or suspended, such revo
cation or suspension shall be stayed and shall not take 
effect until after the determination of any appeal from 
the conviction which may lawfully be taken, but in case 
such conviction is sustained on appeal such revocation or 

f1982 RCW Supp-page 394) 

suspem,i01 shall take effect as of the date that the con
\·iction tr,.:;omes eff cctive for other purposes. [ 1982 I st 
ex.s. c 4- ~ 27; 1979 ex.s. c I 76 § 6; I 977 ex.s. c 3 § 3; 
I 975 I st !U. c 287 § 2; I 974 ex.s. c 130 § I; I 97 I ex.s. 
c 284 § .. 1967 c 32 § 68; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 62.] 

Se,erabihv-1982 1st ex.s. c 47: See note following RCW 
9.41.025. . 

Se b·1 1979 176: See note following RCW ,era I ry- ex.s. c 
46.61.502. 

Se,erabiiry-1971 ex.s. c 284: See note following RCW 
46.65.010. 
Highway si:ety fund: RCW 46.68.060. . . . . 
Revocatior:-o( license for driving under the influence of mto:ucatmg 11-

quor or uugs: RCW 46.20.285. 

OPE.RATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY 
VEHICLES 

46.61.i50 Effect of regulations-Penalty. { l) It is 
a traffic infraction for any person to do any act forbid
den or fail to perform any act required in RCW 46.61-
.750 thn .. ugh 46.61.780. . . 

(2) Eese regulations applicable to b1cy~les apply 
whenev~ a bicycle is operated upon any h!ghway or 
upon an_:. bicycle path, subject to those exceptions stated 
h_erein. ( 1982 c 55 § 6; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 92; 1965 ex.s. 
cl55§79.] . 

Rules of cwrt: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 
Effectht date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
"Bicycle' defined: RCW 46.04.071. 

46.61.758 Hand signals. All hand signals required of 
persons operating bicycles shall be given in the following 
manner: 

{ 1) Left turn. Left hand and arm extended horizon-
tally beyond the side of the bicycle; · 

(2) Right turn. Left hand and arm extended upward 
beyond the side of the bicycle, or right hand_ and arm 
extended horizontally to the right side of the bicycle; 

(3) Stop or decrease speed. Left hand and arm ex
tended downward beyond the side of !he bicrcle. 

The hand signals required by this section shall be 
given before initiation of a turn. [I 982 c 55 § 8.] 

46.61.770 Riding on roadways and bicycle paths. {l) 
Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a 
rate of speed less than the norm~) flow of traffic at. the 
particular time and place shall nde as near to the nght 
side of the right through lane as is safe except_ as may_ be 
appropriate while preparing to mak_e or while ~akmg 
turning movements, or while overtaking and pas~mg _an
other bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same d1~ect10n. 
A person operating a bicycle upon a road~ay or highway 
other than a limited-access highway. which roadway or 
highway carries traffic in one direction only and has two 
or more marked traffic lanes, may ride as near to the 
left side of the left through lane as is safe. A person 
operating a bicycle upon a road:"ay may_ use the ~houl
der of the roadway or any specially designated bicycle 
lane if such exists. 
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(2) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not 
ride more than two abreast except on paths or parts of 
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 
[1982 c 55 § 7; 1974 ex.s. c 141 § 14; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
83.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Use of bicycles on limited-access highways: RCW 46.61.160. 

Chapter 46.63 
SPOSITION OF TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS 
·"-. 

Violations as traffic infractions-Exceptions. 
Notice of traffic infraction-Determination oat un

less contested-Form. (Effective July I. I 4.) 
46.63.070 esponse to notice or traffic infraction-C ntesting 

etermination-Hearing-Failure to t spond or 
pear, (Effective July I, 1984.) 

46.63.110 M etary penalties (as amended by 1982 st ex.s. c 
12 . 

46.63.110 Mon tary penalties (as amended by 198 1st ex.s. c 
14). Effective July I, 1984.) 

46.63.020 Vio tions as traffic infa: ctions--Ex
ceptions. Failure to erform any act re ired or the per
formance of any ct prohibited by this title or an 
equivalent administr tive regulation r local law, ordi
nance, regulation, or resolution rel ting to traffic in
cluding parking, stan ing, stopp· g, and pedestrian 
offenses, is designated s a traffi infraction and may 
not be classified as a cri inal on nse, except for an of
fense contained in the foll wing ovisions of this title or 
a violation of an equivalen ad inistrative regulation or 
local law, ordinance, regulat , or resolution: 

(l) RCW 46.09.120(2) re ting to the operation of a 
nonhighway vehicle while u r the influence of intoxi-
cating liquor or a controlle su tance; 

(2) RCW 46.09.130 rel ing operation of nonhigh-
way vehicles; 

(3) RCW 46.10.090( 
snowmobile while unde the influe 
quor or narcotics or h it-forming 
endangering the perso of another; 

(4) RCW 46.10. 30 relating to of 
snowmobiles; 

(5) Chapter 46 2 RCW relating of 
ownership and re stration; 

(6) RCW 46. .160 relating to vehicle tip permits; 
(7) RCW 46 0.02 l relating to driving w bout a valid 

driver's license 
(8) RCW 6.20.336 relating to the unla posses-

sion and use f a driver's license; 
(9) RC 46.20.342 relating to driving wit 

pended or evoked license; 
(10) W 46.20.410 relating to the violation of re-

striction of an occupational driver's license: 
( 11) CW 46.20.420 relating to the operation f a 

motor chicle with a suspended or revoked license; 
( l Chapter 46.29 RCW relating to financ·a1 

resp nsibility; \ 
3) RCW 46.44.180 relating to operation of mobile 

ho 1c pilot vehicles; 

------------------ ---··-----------· 

(I ) RCW 46.48.175 relating to the transportation f 
dang ous articles; 

(15 RCW 46.52.010 relating to duty on strikin an 
ed car or other property; 

(16) CW 46.52.020 relating to duty in case of· jury 
to or d th of a person or damage to an at ended 
vehicle; 

( 17) R W 46.52.090 relating to reports b repair
men, stora men, and appraisers; 

(18) RC 46.52.100 relating to driving un er the in
fluence of liq or or drugs; 

(19) RC 46.52.108 relating to dispo I of aban-
doned vehicles r hulks; 

(20) RCW 4 .52.130 relating to confid tiality of the 
driving record t be furnished to an insu ance company 
and an employer; 

(21) RCW 46. 
or hulks; 

(22) RCW 46.61 15 relating to 
officers, flagmen, or re fighters; 

(23) RCW 46.61.0 0 relating to efusal to give infor
mation to or cooperate with an offi er; 

(24) RCW 46.61.02 relating o failure to stop and 
give identification to an fficer; 

(25) RCW 46.61.024 latin to attempting to elude 
pursuing police vehicles; 

(26) RCW 46.61.500 rel ti to reckless driving; 
(27) RCW 46.61.502 an ij6.61.504 relating to per

sons under the influence of i oxicating liquor or drugs; 
(28) RCW 46.61.520 re ·ng to negligent homicide 

by motor vehicle; 
(29) RCW 46.61.525 r atin to negligent driving; 
(30) RCW 46.61.530 elating o racing of vehicles on 

highways; 
(31) RCW 46.61.68 relating o leaving children in 

an unattended vehicle ith the mot r running; 
(32) RCW 46.64.0 0 relating to lawful cancellation 

of or attempt to can el a traffic citat n; 
(33) RCW 46.6 020 relating to n appearance after 

a written promise; 
(34) RCW 46 4.048 relating to at mpting, aiding, 

abetting, coercin , and committing crim 
(35) Chapter 46.65 RCW relating to abitual traffic 

offenders; 
(36) Chapt r 46.70 RCW relating to un ir motor ve

hicle busines practices, except where that hapter pro
vides for th assessment of monetary penalti s of a civil 
nature; 

(37) C pter 46.72 RCW relating to the t nsporta
tion of p sengers in for hire vehicles; 

(38) hapter 46.80 RCW relating to motor vehicle 
wrecke ; 

(39 Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's tr ining 
schoo s. [1982 c 10 § 12. Prior: 1981 c 318 § 2; I 81 c 
19 § I; 1980 c 148 § 7; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 2.) 

verability-1982 c 10: See note following RCW 6.12.100. 

Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
owing RCW 46.63.010. 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 3951 
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46.61.65S 
46.61.660 
46.61.66S 
46.61.670 
46.61.67S 
46.61.680 

Permitting escape of load materials. 
Carrying persons or animals on outside part of vehicle. 
Embracing another while driving. 
Driving with wheels off roadway. 
Causing or permilling vehicle to be unlawfully operated. 
Lowering passenger motor vehicle below legal clear-
ance-Penalty . 

46.61.68S Leaving children unallended in standing vehicle with 
motor running-Penalty. 

46.61.690 Violations relating to toll facilities. 
46.61.700 Parent or guardian shall not authorize or permit viola-

tion by a child or ward. 
46.61.710 Mopeds----General requirements and operation. 
46.61.720 Mopeds-Safety standards. 

OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES 
46.61.7S0 
46.61.75S 
46.61.760 
46.61.76S 
46.61.770 
46.61.775 
46.61.780 
46.61.990 

46.61.991 

Effect of regulations-Penalty. 
Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles. 
Riding on bicycles. 
Clinging to vehicles. 
Riding on roadways and bicycle paths. 
Carrying articles. 
Lamps and other equipment on bicycles. 
Recodification of sections-Organization of chap

ter-Construction. 
Severability-1965 ex.s. c 155. 

Abandoned junk motor vehicles: RCW 46.52.145 through 46.52.160. 

OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC 
LAWS 

Reviser's note: R 46.52.010 through 46.5 . 90 relate to accident 
reports. Chapte 9, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. being N ACT Relating 
to motor ve · e accident reports• amended RCW 4 2.030 and 46-
.S2.080 expressly added to chapter 46.52 RCW thre cw sections 
whic re codified (in the order of their appearance in chap 119) as 

46.52.03S, 46.52.083, and 46.52.085. 

46.61.015 Obedience to police· officers, flagmen, or 
fire fighters. No person shall wilfully fail or refuse to 
comply with any lawful order or direction of any duly 
authorized flagman or any police officer or fire fighter 
invested by law with authority to direct, control, or reg
ulate traffic. [ 1975 c 62 § 17; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 3.) 

Rules· of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear-
ance--JCrR 2.09. 
Severability--1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.020 Refusal to ghe information to or cooperate 
with officer. It shall be unlawful for any person while 
operating or in .charge of any vehicle to refuse when re
quested by a police officer to give his name and address 
and the name and address of the owner of such vehicle~ 
or for such person to give a false name and address, and 
it shall likewise be unlawful for any such person to 
refuse or neglect to stop when signaled to stop by any 
police officer or to refuse upon demand of such police 
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officer to produce his certificate of license registration of 
such vehicle or his vehicle driver's license or to refuse to 
permit such officer to take any such license or certificate 
for the purpose of examination thereof or to refuse to 
permit the examination of any equipment of such vehicle 
or the weighing of such vehicle or to ref use or neglect to 
produce the certificate of license registration of such ve
hicle or his vehicle driver's license when requested by 
any court. Any police officer shall on request produce 
evidence of his authorization as such. [1967 c 32 § 65; 
1961 c 12 § 46.56.190. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 126; RRS § 
6360-126; 1927 c 309 § 38; RRS § 6362-38. Formerly 
RCW 46.56.190.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 

46.61.021 Duty to obey law enforcement officer-
Authority of officer. (1) Any person requested or sig
naled to stop by a law enforcement officer for a traffic 
infraction has a duty to stop. 

(2) Whenever any person is stopped for a traffic in
fraction, the officer may detain that person for a rea
sonable period of time necessary to identify the person, 
check the status of the person's license and the vehicle's 
registration, and complete and issue a notice of traffic 
infraction. 

(3) Any person requested to identify himself to a law 
enforcement officer pursuant to an investigation of a 
traffic infraction has a duty to identify himself, give his 
current address, and sign an acknowledgement of receipt 
of the notice of infraction. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 4.) 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.022 Failure to obey officer--Penalty. Any 
person who wilfully fails to stop when requested or sig
naled to do so by a person reasonably identifiable as a 
law enforcement officer o;· to comply with RCW 
46.61.021(3), is guilty of a misdemeanor. [1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 5.) 

46.61.025 Persons riding animals or driving animal
drawn vehicles. Every person riding an animal or driving 

(Title 46 RCW-p 143) 
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any animal-drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be 
granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the 
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chap
ter except those provisions of this chapter which by their 
very nature can have no application. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
4.] 

46.61.030 Persons working on highway right of 
way--Exceptions. Unless specifically made applicable, 
the provisions of this chapter except those contained in 
RCW 46.61.500 through 46.61.520 shall not apply to 
persons, motor vehicles and other equipment while en
gaged in work within the right of way of any highway 
but shall apply to such persons and vehicles when trav
eling to or from such work. [ 1969 c 76 § 1; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 5.] 

46.61.035 Authorized emergency vehicles. ( 1) The 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when re
sponding to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of 
an actual or suspected violator of the law or when re
sponding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, 
may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but 
subject to the conditions herein stated. 

(2) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle 
may: 

(a) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this 
chapter; 

(b) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 
only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 
operation; 

(c) Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he 
does not endanger life or property; 

(d) Disregard regulations governing direction of 
movement or turning in specified directions. 

(3) The exemptions herein granted to an authorized 
emergency vehicle shall apply only when such vehicle is 
making use of visual signals meeting the requirements of 
RCW 46.37.190, except that: (a) An authorized emer
gency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be 
equipped with or display a red light visible from in front 
of the vehicle; (b) authorized emergency vehicles shall 
use audible signals when necessary to warn others of the 
emergency nature of the situation but in no case shall 
they be required to use audible signals while parked or 
standing. 

(4) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty 
to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor 
shall such provisions protect the driver from the conse
quences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others. 
(1969 c 23 § l; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 6.] 

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND MARKINGS 

46.61.050 Obedience to and required traffic control 
devices. (1) The driver of any vehicle, every bicyclist, 
and every pedestrian shall obey the instructions of any 
official traffic control device applicable thereto placed in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless 
otherwise directed by a traffic or police officer, subject 

rntle 46 RCW-p 1441 

to the exception granted the driver of an authorized 
emergency vehicle in this chapter. 

(2) No provision of this chapter for which official 
traffic control devices are required shall be enforced 
against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the 
alleged violation an official device is not in proper posi
tion and sufficiently legible or visible to be seen by an 
ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular sec
tion does not state that official traffic control devices are 
required, such section shall be effective even though no 
devices are erected or in place. 

(3) Whenever official traffic control devices are 
placed in position approximately conforming to the re
quirements of this chapter, such devices shall be pre
sumed to have been so placed by the official act or 
direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary shall be 
established by competent evidence. 

(4) Any official traffic control device placed pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter and purporting to con
form to the lawful requirements pertaining to such de
vices shall be presumed to comply with the requirements 
of this chapter, unless the contrary shall be established 
by competent evidence. [ 197 5 c 62 § 18; 1965 ex.s. c 155 
§ 7.] . 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
SeterabDity-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.OJO. 

46.61.055 Traffic control signal legend. Whenever 
traffic is controlled by traffic control signals exhibiting 
different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, suc
cessively one at a time or in combination, only the colors 
green, red and yellow shall be used, except for special 
pedestrian signals carrying a word legend, and said 
lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 
pedestrians as follows: 

( 1) Green indication 
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal 

may proceed straight through or turn right or left unless 
a sign at such place prohibits either such turn. But ve
hicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, 
shall yield the right of way to other vehicles and to pe
destrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent 
crosswalk at the time such signal is exhibited. 

(b) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, 
shown alone or in combination with another indication, 
may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the 
movement indicated by such arrow, or such other move
ment as is permitted by other indications shown at the 
same time. Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right of 
way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk 
and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 

(c) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control 
signal, as provided in RCW 46.61.060 as now or hereaf
ter amended, pedestrians facing any green signal, except 
when the sole green signal is a turn arrow, may proceed 
across the roadway within any marked or unmarked 
crosswalk. 

(2) Steady yellow indication 
(a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular yellow or 

yellow arrow signal is thereby warned that the related 

(1981 Ed.) 

wc:zmc±c I 2 . .CI WWW:m& 22:U fill 



- -Rules or The Road ~-, 46.61.070 

green movement is being terminated or that a red indi
cation will be exhibited immediately thereafter when ve
hicular traffic shall not enter the intersection. 

(b) Pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or yel
low arrow signal, unless otherwise directed by a pedes
trian control signal as provided in RCW 46.61.060 as 
now or hereafter amended, are thereby advised that 
there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before a 
red indication is shown and no pedestrian shall then start 
to cross the roadway. 
· (3) Steady red indication 

(a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular red sig
nal alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if 

· none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of 
the intersection or, if none, then before entering the in
tersection and shall remain standing until an indication 
to proceed is shown: Provided, That such traffic may, 
after stopping cautiously proceed to make a right turn 
from a one-way or two-way street into a two-way street 
or into a one-way street carrying traffic in the direction 
of the right turn; or a left turn from a one-way or two
way street into a one-way street carrying traffic in the 
direction of the left turn; unless a sign posted by compe
tent authority prohibits such movement; but vehicular 
traffic making such turns shall yield the right of way to 
other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the in
tersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time such sig
nal is exhibited. 

(b) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control 
signal as provided in RCW 46.61.060 as now or hereaf
ter amended, pedestrians facing a steady circular red 
signal alone shall not enter the roadway. 

(c) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red arrow indica
tion may not enter the intersection to make the move
ment indicated by such arrow, and unless entering the 
intersection to make such other movement as is permit-

. ted by other indications shown at the same time, shall 
stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before 
entering a crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, 
or if none, then before entering the intersection and shall 
remain standing until an indication to make the move
ment indicated by such arrow is shown: Provided, That 
such traffic may, after stopping cautiously proceed to 
make a right turn from a one-way or two-way street 
into a two-way street or into a one-way street carrying 
traffic in the direction of the right turn; or a left turn 
from a one-way street or two-way street into a one-way 
street carrying traffic in the direction of the left turn; 
unless a sign posted by competent authority prohibits 
such movement; but vehicular traffic making such turns 
shall yield the right of way to other vehicles and to pe
destrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent 
crosswalk at the time such signal is exhibited. 

(d) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian signal, 
pedestrians facing a steady red arrow signal indication 
shall not enter the roadway. 

(4) In the event an official traffic control signal is 
erec_ted and maintained at a place other than an inter
section, the provisions of this section shall be applicable 
except as to those provisions which by their nature can 
have no application. Any stop required shall be made at 

(1981 Ed.) 
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a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the 
stop shall be made, but in the absence of any such sign 
or marking the stop shall be made at the signal. [ 1975 c 
62 § 19; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 8.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.060 Pedestrian control signals. Whenever spe
cial pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words 
"Walk" or "Don't Walk" are in place such signals shall 
indicate as follows: 

( 1) WALK-Pedestrians facing such signal may pro
ceed across the roadway in the direction of the signal 
and shall be given the right of way by the drivers of all 
vehicles. 

(2) STEADY DON'T WALK or FLASHING 
DON'T WALK-No pedestrian shall start to cross the 
roadway in the direction of either such signal, but any 
pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on 
the walk signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety is
land while the don't walk signal is showing. 

(3) Pedestrian control signals having the "Wait" leg
end in use on August 6, 1965, shall be deemed author
ized signals and shall indicate the same as the "Don't 
Walk" legend. Whenever such pedestrian control signals 
are replaced the legend "Wait" shall be replaced by the 
legend "Don't Walk". (1975 c 62 § 20; 1965 ex.s. c 155 
§ 9.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.065 Flashing signals, (1) Whenever an illumi
nated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic 
sign or signal it shall require obedience by vehicular 
traffic as follows: 

(a) FLASHING RED (STOP SIGNAL). When a 
red lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, 
drivers of vehicles shall stop at a clearly marked stop 
line, but if none, before entering a marked crosswalk on 
the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the 
point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver 
has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting 
roadway before entering the intersection, and the right 
to proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable after 
making a stop at a stop sign. 

(b) FLASHING YELLOW (CAUTION SIGNAL). 
When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid intermit
tent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through the 
intersection or past such signal only with caution. 

(2) This section shall not apply at railroad grade 
crossings. Conduct of drivers of vehicles approaching 
railroad grade crossings shall be governed by the rules as 
set forth in RCW 46.61.340. (1975 c 62 § 21; 1965 ex.s. 
C 155 § 10.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.070 Lane-direction-control signals. When 
lane-direction-control · signals are placed over the indi-: 
vidual lanes of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may 
travel in any lane over which a green signal is shown, 
but shall not enter or travel in any lane over which a red 
signal is shown. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 11.) 

rrule 46 RCW-p 145) 
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46.61.072 Lane direction control signals-Legend. 
Whenever special traffic control signals exhibit a down
ward green arrow, a yellow X, or a red X indication, 
such signal indication shall have the following meaning: 

( 1) A steady downward green arrow means that a 
driver is permitted to drive in the lane over which the 
arrow signal is located. 

(2) A steady yellow X or flashing red X means that a 
driver should prepare to vacate, in a safe manner, the 
lane over which the signal is located because a lane con
trol change is being made, and to avoid occupying that . 
lane when a steady red X is displayed. 

(3) A flashing yellow X means that a driver is per
mitted to use a lane over which the signal is located for 
a left turn, using proper caution. 

(4) A steady red X means that a driver shall not drive 
in the lane over which the signal is located, and that this 
indication shall modify accordingly the meaning of all 
other traffic controls present. The driver shall obey all 
other traffic controls and follow normal safe driving 
practices. [1975 c 62 § 49.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.61.075 Display of unauthorized signs, signals, or 
markings. (1) No person shall place, maintain or display 
upon or in view of any highway any unauthorized sign, 
signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an 
imitation of or resembles an official traffic-control de
vice or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to di
rect the movement of traffic, or which hides from view 
or interferes with the effectiveness of an official traffic
control device or any railroad sign or signal. 

(2) No person shall place or maintain nor shall any 
public authority permit upon any highway any traffic 
sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial 
advertising. 

(3) This section shall not be deemed to prohibit the 
erection upon private property adjacent to highways of 
signs giving useful directional information and of a type 
that cannot be mistaken for official signs. 

(4) Every such prohibited sign, signal or marking is 
hereby declared to be a public nuisance and the author
ity having jurisdiction over the highway is hereby em
powered to remove the same or cause it to be removed 

. without notice. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 12.) 

46.61.080 Interference with official traffic-control 
devices or railroad signs or signals. No person shall, 

-without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, de
face, injure, knock down or remove any official traffic
control device or any railroad sign or signal or any in
scription, shield or insignia thereon, or any other part 
thereof. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 13.) 

Interference with traflic-<:ontrol signals or railroad signs or signals: 
RCW 47.36.130. 

46.61.085 Traffic control signals or devices upon city 
streets forming part of state highways-Approval by 
commission required. No traffic control signal or device 
shall be erected or maintained upon any city street des
ignated as forming a part of the route of a primary state 

(Title 46 RCW-p 146) 

highway or secondary state highway unless first ap
proved by the state highway commission. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 14.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta• 
tion; see RCW 47.04.01S. 
Local authorities to provide stop signs at intersections with increased 

speed highways: RCW 46.61.435. 

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY
OVERTAKING AND PASSING-USE OF 

ROADWAY 

46.61.100 Drive on right side of roadway--Ex
ceptions. (1) Upon all roadways of sufficient width a ve
hicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway, 
except as follows: 

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle pro
ceeding in the same direction under the rules governing 
such movement; 

(b) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to 
drive to the left of the center of the highway; provided, 
any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unob
structed portion of the highway within such distance as 
to constitute an immediate hazard; 

(c) Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes 
for traffic under the rules applicable thereon; or 

(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic. 
(2) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding slower 

than the legal maximum speed or at a speed slower than 
necessary for safe operation at the time and place and 
under the conditions then existing, shall be driven in the 
right-hand lane then available for traffic, or as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the road
way, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a 
left turn at an intersection, exit, or into a private road or 
driveway when such left turn is legally permitted. 

(3) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for 
moving traffic and providing for two-way movement of 
traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center 
line of the roadway, except when authorized by official 
traffic control devices designating certain lanes to the 
left side of the center of the roadway for use by traffic 
not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as 
permitted under subsection ( 1 )(b) hereof. However, this 
subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the 
crossing of the center line in making a left turn into or 
from an alley, private road or driveway. [1972 ex.s. c 33 
§ l; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 46; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 58; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 15.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.105 Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite di
rections. Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite di
rections shall pass each other to the right, and upon 
roadways having width for not more than one line of 
traffic in each direction each driver shall give to the 
other at least one-half of the main-traveled portion of 

(1981 Ed.) 
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the roadway as nearly as possible. [ 197 5 c 62 § 22; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 16.] 

Severability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.110 Overtaking a vehicle on the left. The fol
lowing rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 
vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to 
those limitations, exceptions and special rules hereinafter 
stated: 

( 1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left 
thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the 
right side of the roadway until safely clear of the over
taken vehicle. 

(2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right 
is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give 
way to the right .in favor of the overtaking vehicle on 
audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his ve
hicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 
(1965 ex.s. c 155 § 17.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedult:--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.115 When overtaking on the right is permitted. 
(1) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon 
the right of another vehicle only under the following 
conditions: 

(a) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to 
make a left turn; 

(b) Upon a roadway with unobstructed pavement of 
sufficient width for two or more lines of vehicles moving 
lawfully in the direction being traveled by the overtaking 
vehicle. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass an
other vehicle upon the right only under conditions per
mitting such movement in safety. Such movement shall 
not be made by driving off the roadway. (1975 c 62 § 
23; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 18.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedult:--JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.120 Limitations on overtaking on the left. No 
vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of the 
roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle pro
ceeding in the same direction unless authorized by the 
provisions of RCW 46.61.100 through 46.61.160 and 
unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of on
coming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit 
such overtaking and passing to be completely made 
without interfering with the operation of any vehicle ap
proaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle 
overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle must 
return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practi
cable and in the event the passing movement involves the 
use of a lane authorized for vehicles approaching from 
the opposite direction, before coming within two hun
dred feet of any approaching vehicle. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
19.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
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46.61.125 Further limitations on driving to left of 
center of roadway. (I) No vehicle shall be driven on the 
left side of the roadway under the following conditions: 

(a) When approaching or upon the crest of a grade or 
a curve in the highway where the driver's view is ob
structed within such distance as to create a hazard in the 
event another vehicle might approach from the opposite 
direction; 

(b) When approaching within one hundred feet of or 
traversing any intersection or railroad grade crossing; 

(c) When the view is obstructed upon approaching 
within ·one hundred feet of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel. 

(2) The foregoing limitations shall not apply upon a 
one-:way roadway, nor under the conditions described in 
RCW. 46.61.I00(l)(b), nor to the driver of a vehicle 
turning left into or from an alley, private road or drive
way. (1972 ex.s. c 33 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 20.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.130 No-passing zones. (1) The state highway 
commission and local authorities are hereby authorized 
to determine those portions of any highway under their 
respective jurisdictions where overtaking and passing or 
driving to the left of the roadway would be especially 
hazardous and may by appropriate signs or markings on 
the roadway indicate the beginning and end of such 
zones and when such signs or markings are in place and 
clearly visible to an ordinarily observant person every 
driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof. 

(2) Where signs or markings are in place to define a 
no-passing zone as set forth in subsection ( 1) above no 
driver shall at any time drive on the left side of the 
roadway within such no-passing zone or on the left side 
of any pavement striping designed to mark such no-
passing zone throughout its length. 

(3) This section does not apply under the conditions 
described in RCW 46.61.l00(l)(b), nor to the driver of 
a vehicle turning left into or from an alley, private road 
or driveway. (1972 ex.s. c 33 § 3; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 21.] 

Reriser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission• means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedult:--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.135 One-way roadways and rotary traffic is
lands. (1) The state highway commission and local au
thorities with respect to highways under their respective 
jurisdictions may designaie any highway, roadway, part 
of a roadway, or specific lanes upon which vehicular 
traffic shall proceed in one direction at all or such times 
as shall be indicated by official traffic control devices. 

(2) Upon a roadway so designated for one-way traf
fic, a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction desig
nated at all or such times as shall be indicated by 
official traffic control devices. 

(3) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island 
shall be driven only to the right of such island. [ 1975 c 
62 § 24; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 22.] 

Re.iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 147) 
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Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc--JTIR 6.2. 

. Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.61.140 Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 
Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or 
more clearly marked lanes for traffic the following rules 
in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply: 

(I) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable 
entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from 
such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such 
movement can be made with safety. 

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes 
and provides for two-way movement of traffic, a vehicle 
shall not be driven in the center lane except when over
taking and passing another vehicle traveling in the same 
direction when such center lane is clear of traffic within 
a safe distance, or in preparation for making a left turn 
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclu
sively to traffic moving in the same direction that the 
vehicle is proceeding and such allocation is designated 
by official traffic-control devices. 

(3) Official traffic-control devices may be erected di
recting slow moving or other specified traffic to use a 
designated lane or designating those lanes to be used by 
traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the 
center of the roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey 
the directions of every such device. 

(4) Official traffic-control devices may be installed 
prohibiting the changing of lanes on sections of roadway 
and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every 
such device. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 23.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.145 Following too closely. ( l) The driver of a 
motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more 
closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due re
gard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon 
and the condition of the highway. 

(2) The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle 
drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway 
outside of a business or residence district and which is 
following another motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle shall, whenever conditions permit, leave 
sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter 
and occupy such space without danger, except that this 
shall not prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle from overtaking and passing any like ve-
hicle or other vehicle. · 

(3) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway 
outside of a business or residence district in a caravan or 
motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall be 
so operated as to allow sufficient space between each . 
such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable 
any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space without 
danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral proces
sions. [ l 965 ex.s. c 155 § 24.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 148) 
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46.61.150 Driving on dMded highways. Whenever 
any highway has been divided into two or more road
ways by leaving an intervening space or by a physical 
barrier or clearly indicated dividing section or by a me
dian island not less than eighteen inches wide formed ei
ther by solid yellow pavement markings or by a yellow 
crosshatching between two solid yellow lines so installed 
as to control vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be 
driven only upon the right-hand roadway unless directed 
or permitted to use another roadway by official traffic
control devices or police officers. No vehicle shall be 
driven over, across or within any such dividing space, 
barrier or section, or median island, except through an 
opening in such physical barrier or dividing section or 
space or median island, or at a crossover or intersection 
established by public authority. (1972 ex.s. c 33 § 4; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 25.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.155 Restricted access. No person shall drive a 
vehicle onto or from any limited access roadway except 
at such entrances and exits as are established by public 
authority. [ l 965 ex.s. c 155 § 26.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc-JTIR 6.2. 

5EG S vJ' /Le 111,G"IJT 
61.160 Restrictions on use of controlled-acce 

road . The state highway commission may by re u
tion or der, and local authorities may by ordi ce or 
resolution, ith respect to any limited acces roadway 
under their spective jurisdictions prohib' the use of 
any such road by funeral processions r by parades, 
pedestrians, bicyc s or other nonmotor· ed traffic, or by 
any person operatin a motor-driven ycle. 

The state highway mmission r the local authority 
adopting any such prohi · ory gulation shall erect and 
maintain official traffic c ol devices on the limited 
access roadway on which c regulations are applicable 
and when so erected person all disobey the restric-
tions stated on sue evices. [ 19 c 62 § 25; 1965 ex.s. 
cl55§27.] 

Reviser's not • Powers, duties, and functions of h1 way commission 
transferred department of transportation; see R W 47.01.031. 
Term "st e highway commission" means department o ransporta• 
tion; s RCW 47.04.015. 

verability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.61.165 Reservation of portion of highway for use 
by public transportation lehicles, etc. The state highway 
commission and local authorities are authorized to re
serve all or any portion of any highway under their re
spective jurisdictions, including any designated lane or 
ramp, for the exclusive or preferential use of public 
transportation vehicles or private motor vehicles carrying 
not less than a specified number of passengers when 
such limitation will increase the efficient utilization of 
the highway or will aid in the conservation of energy re
sources. Regulations authorizing such exclusive or pref
erential use of a highway facility may be declared to be 
effective at all times or at specified times of day or on 
specified days. (1974 ex.s. c 133 § 2.] 

( 1981 Ed.) 
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Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission• means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

RIGHT OF WAY 

46.61.180 Vehicle approaching intersection. (1) 
When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection 
from different highways at approximately the same time, 
the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right 
of way to the vehicle on the right. 

(2) The right of way rule declared in subsection (1) of 
this section is modified at arterial highways and other
wise as stated in this chapter. [ 1975 c 62 § 26; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 28.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability--197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.18S Vehicle turning left. The driver of a vehicle 
intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into 
an alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the right 
of way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite di
rection which is within the intersection or so close 
thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard. [ 1965 ex.s. 
C 155 § 29.) 

46.61.190 -Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection. 
(1) Preferential right of way may be indicated by stop 
signs or yield signs as authorized in RCW 47.36.110. 

(2) Except when directed to proceed by a duly auth
orized flagman, or a police officer, or a fire fighter 
vested by law with authority to direct, control, or regu
late traffic, every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop 
sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, 
before entering a marked crosswalk on the near side of 
the intersection or, if none, then at the point nearest the 
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of ap
proaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before en
tering the roadway, and after having stopped shall yield 
the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or ap
proaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute 
an immediate hazard during the time when such driver 
is moving across or within the intersection or junction of 
roadways. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign 
shall in obedience to such sign slow down to a speed 

. reasonable for the existing conditions and if required for 
safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, 
but if none, before entering a marked crosswalk on the 
near side of the intersection or if none, then at the point 
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a 
view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway 
before entering the roadway, and then after slowing or 
stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any 
vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another 
roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard 
during the time such driver is moving across or within 
the intersection or junction of roadways: Provided, That 
if such a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle in 
the intersection or junction of roadways, after driving 

(1981 Ed.) 
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past a yield sign without stopping, such collision shall be 
deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to yield right 
of way. (1975 c 62 § 27; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 30.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability--1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.19S Arterial highways designated--Stopping 
on entering. All state highways are hereby declared to be 
arterial highways as respects all other public highways 
or private ways except that the Washington state high
way commission shall have the authority to designate 
any county road or city street as an arterial having pref
erence over the traffic on the state highway if traffic 
conditions will be improved by such action. 

Those city streets designated by the Washington state 
highway commission as forming a part of the routes of 
state highways through incorporated cities and towns are 
hereby declared to be arterial highways as respects all 
other city streets or private ways. 

The governing authorities of incorporated cities and 
towns may designate any street as an arterial having 
preference over the traffic on a state highway if such 
change is first approved in writing by the Washington 
state highway commission. The local authorities making 
such a change in arterial designation shall do so by 
proper ordinance or resolution and shall erect or cause to 
be erected and maintained standard stop signs, or 
"Yield" signs, to accomplish this change in arterial 
designation. 

The operator of any vehicle entering upon any arterial 
highway from any other public highway or private way 
shall come to a complete stop before entering such arte
rial highway when stop signs are erected as provided by 
law. (1963 ex.s. c 3 § 48; 1961 c 12 § 46.60.330. Prior: 
1955 C 146 § 5; 1947 C 200 § 14; 1937 C 189 § 105; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-105. Formerly RCW 
46.60.330.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW · 47 .01 .031. 
Term "Washington state highway commission" means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 
City streets subject to increased speed, designation as arterials: RCW 

46.61.435. 

46.61.200 Stop intersections other than arterial may 
be designated. In addition to the points of intersection of 
any public highway with any arterial public highway 
which is constituted by law or by any proper authorities 
of this state or any city or town of this state, the state 
highway commission with respect to state highways, and 
the proper authorities with respect to any other public 
highways, shall have the power to determine and desig
nate any particular intersection, or any particular high
ways, roads or streets or portions thereof, at any 
intersection with which vehicles shall be required to stop 
before entering such intersection; and upon the determi
nation and designation of such points at which vehicles 
will be required to come to a stop before entering such 
intersection, the proper authorities so determining and 
designating shall_ cause to be posted and maintained 
proper signs of the standard design adopted by the state 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1491 
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highway commission indicating that such. intersection 
has been so determined and designated and that vehicles 
entering the same are required to stop. It shall be un
lawful for any person operating any vehicle when enter
ing any intersection determined, designated and bearing 
the sign aforesaid, to fail and neglect to bring such vehi
cle to a complete stop before entering such intersection. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.60.340. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 106; RRS § 
6360-106; 1927 c 284 § 1; RRS § 6362-4la. Formerly 
RCW 46.60.340.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission• means department of transporta
.tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

46.61.202 Stopping when traffic obstructed. No 
driver shall enter an intersection or a marked crosswalk 
or drive onto any railroad grade crossing unless there is 
sufficient space on the other side of the intersection, 
crosswalk, or railroad grade crossing to accommodate 
the vehicle he is operating without obstructing the pas
sage of other vehicles, pedestrians, or railroad trains 
notwithstanding any traffic control signal indications to 
proceed. [1975 c 62 § 48;) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.205 Vehicle entering highway from private road 
or driveway. The driver of a vehicle about to enter or 
cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall 
yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on said 
highway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 31.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.210 Operation of vehicles on approach of auth
orized emergency vehicles. (1) Upon the immediate ap
proach of an authorized emergency vehicle making use 
of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of 
RCW 46.37.190, or of a police vehicle properly and 
lawfully making use of an audible signal only the driver 
of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and 
shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as 
close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the 
roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and re
main in such position until the authorized emergency 
vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a 
police officer. · 

(2) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver 
of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using 
the highway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 32.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.215 Highway construction and maintenance. 
( 1) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to 
any authorized vehicle or pedestrian actually engaged in 
work upon a highway within any highway construction 
or maintenance area indicated by official traffic control 
devices. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way 
to any authorized vehicle obviously and actually engaged 
in work upon a highway whenever such vehicle displays 

(Title 46 RCW-p ISO] 
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flashing lights meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37-
.300. [1975 C 62 § 40.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.0I0. 

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

46.61.230 Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. 
Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control signals at 
intersections as provided in RCW 46.61.060, and at all 
other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges 
and shall be subject· to the restrictions stated in this 
chapter. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 33.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.235 Pedestrians' right of way in crosswalks. (1) 
When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in 
operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of 
way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a 
pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when 
the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon 
which the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedestrian is 
approaching so closely from the opposite half of the. 
roadway as to be in danger. 

(2) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other 
place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle 
which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to 
yield. 

(3) Subsection (1) above shall not apply under the 
conditions stated in RCW 46.61.240 subsection (2). 

(4) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked 
crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersec
tion to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the 
driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear. 
shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle. [ 1965 · 
ex.s. c 155 § 34.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.240 Crossing at other than crosswalks. (1) Ev
ery pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other 
than within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way 
to all vehicles upon the roadway. 

(2) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point 
where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian cross
ing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles upon the roadway. 

(3) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic
control signals are in operation pedestrians shall not 
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk. 

(4) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection 
diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-control 
devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, pe
destrians shall cross only in accordance with the official 
traffic-control devices pertaining to such crossing 
movements. 

(5) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at an un
marked crosswalk where an official sign prohibits such 
crossing. ( 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 35.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdule-JTIR 6.2. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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46.61.245 Drivers to exercise care. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing provisions of this chapter every driver of a 
vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with 
any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning 
by sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise 
proper precaution upon observing any child or any obvi
ously confused or incapacitated person upon a roadway. 
[ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 36.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Blind p,·destrians: Chapter 70.84 RCW. 

46.61.250 Pedestrians on roadways. (1) Where side
walks are provided it shall be unlawful for any pedes
trian to walk along and upon an adjacent roadway. 

(2) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian 
walking along and upon a highway shall, when practica
ble, walk only on the left side of the roadway or its 
shoulder facing traffic which may approach from the 
opposite direction and upon meeting an oncoming vehi
cle shall step clear of the roadway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
37.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2 

46.61.255 Pedestrians soliciting rides or business. (1) 
No person shall stand in or on a public roadway or 
alongside thereof at any place where a motor vehicle 
cal)not safely stop off the main traveled portion thereof 
for the purpose of soliciting a rid'e for himself or for an
other from the occupant of any vehicle. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit a ride 
for himself or another from within the right of way of 
any limited access facility except in such areas where 
permission to do so is given and posted by the highway 
authority of the state, county, city or town having juris
diction over the highway. 

(3) The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) above 
shall not be construed to prevent a person upon a public 
highway from soliciting, or a driver of a vehicle from 
giving a ride where an emergency actually exists, nor to 
prevent a person from signaling or requesting transpor
tation from a passenger carrier for the purpose of be
coming a passenger thereon for hire. 

(4) No person shall stand in a roadway for the pur
pose of soliciting employment or business from the oc
cupant of any vehicle. 

(5) No person shall stand on or in proximity to a 
street or highway for the purpose of soliciting the 
watching or guarding of any vehicle while parked or 
about to be parked on a street or highway. 

(6) It is the intent of the legislature that this section 
preempt the field of the regulation of hitchhiking in any 
form, and no county, city, town, municipality, or politi
cal subdivision thereof shall take any action in conflict 
with the provisions of this section. [ 1972 ex.s. c 38 § 1; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 38.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.260 Driving through safety zone prohibited. No 
vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a 
safety zone. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 39.) 

(1981 Ed.) 

46.61.261 Pedestrians' right of way on sidewalk. The 
driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to any pe
destrian on a sidewalk. (1975 c 62 § 41.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.264 Pedestrians yield to emergency vehicles. 
(1) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle making use of an audible signal 
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37 .380 subsection 
(4) and visual signals meeting the requirements of RCW 
46.37.190, or of a police vehicle meeting the require
ments of RCW 46.61.035 subsection (3), every pedes
trian shall yield the right of way to the authorized 
emergency vehicle. 

(2) This section shall not relieve the driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the 
highway nor from the duty to exercise due care to avoid 
colliding with any pedestrian. (1975 c 62 § 42.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.266 Pedestrians under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs. A pedestrian who is under the influence of al
cohol or any drug to a degree which renders himself a 
hazard shall not walk or be upon a highway except on a 
sidewalk or, where there is no sidewalk, then off the 
main traveled portion of the highway. (1975 c 62 § 43.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.269 Passing beyond bridge or grade crossing 
barrier prohibited. (1) No pedestrian shall enter or re
main upon any bridge or approach thereto beyond a 
bridge signal gate, or barrier indicating a bridge is 
closed to through traffic, after a bridge operation signal 
indication has been given. 

(2) No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or 
under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad grade 
crossing or bridge while such gate or barrier is closed or 
is being opened or closed. (1975 c 62 § 44.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

TURNING AND STARTING AND SIGNALS ON 
STOPPING AND TURNING 

46.61.290 Required position a~d method of turning at 
intersections. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn 
shall do so as follows: 

( 1) Right turns. Both the approach for a right turn 
and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to 
the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 

(2) Left turns. The driver of a vehicle intending to 
turn left shall approach the turn in the extreme left
hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the di
rection of travel of such vehicle. Whenever practicable 
the left turn shall be made to the left of the center of the 
intersection and so as to leave the intersection or other 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 1511 
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location in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available 
to traffic moving in the same direction as such vehicle on 
the roadway being entered. 

(3) Two-way left turn lanes. 
(a) The department of highways and local authorities 

in their respective jurisdictions may designate a two-way 
left turn lane on a roadway. A two-way left turn lane is 
near the center of the roadway set aside for use by vehi
cles making ·left turns in both directions from or into the 
roadway. 

(b) Two-way left turn lanes shall be designated by 
distinctive uniform roadway markings. The department 
of highways shall determine and prescribe standards and 
specifications governing type, length, width, and posi
tioning of the distinctive permanent markings. The 
standards and specifications developed shall be filed with 
the code reviser in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in the administrative procedure act, chapter 34.04 
RCW. On and after July l, 1971, permanent markings 
designating a two-way left turn lane shall conform to 
such standards and specifications. 

(c) Upon a roadway where a center lane has been 
provided by distinctive pavement markings for the use of 
vehicles turning left from both directions, no vehicles 
shall turn left from any other lane. A vehicle shall not be 
driven in this center lane for the purpose of overtaking 
or passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direc
tion. A signal, either electric or manual, for indicating a 
left turn movement, shall be made at least one hundred 
feet before the actual left turn movement is made. Any 
maneuver other than a left turn from or into this center 
lane will be deemed a violation of this section. 

(4) The state highway commission and local authori
ties in their respective jurisdictions may cause official 
traffic control devices to be placed and thereby require 
and direct that a different course from that specified in 
this section be traveled by turning vehicles, and when 
such devices are so placed no driver of a vehicle shall 
turn a vehicle other than as directed and required by 
such devices. [ 197 5 c 62 § 28; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 61; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 40.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of department of high
ways and highway commission transferred to department of transpor
tation; see RCW 47.01.031. Terms "department of highways• and 
"state highway commission" mean department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.015. 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.29S "U" turns. ( 1) The driver of any vehicle 
shall not turn such vehicle so as to proceed in the oppo
site direction unless such movement can be made in 
safety and without interfering with other traffic. 

(2) No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the 
opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the approach 
to or near the crest of a gr;ide, where such vehicle can
not be seen by the driver of any other vehicle approach
ing from either direction within five hundred feet. [ 1975 
c 62 § 29; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 41.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Semability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1S2) 
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46.61.300 Starting parked vehicle. No person shall 
start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked un
less and until such movement can be made with reason
able safety. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 42.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.30S Turning, stopping, moving right or left-
Signals required--lmproper use prohibited. (l) No 
person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a 
roadway unless and until such movement can be made 
with reasonable safety nor without giving an appropriate 
signal in the manner hereinafter provided. 

(2) A signal of intention to turn or move right or left 
when required shall be given continuously during not 
less than the last one hundred feet traveled by the vehi
cle before turning. 

(3) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the 
speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate 
signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any 
vehicle immediately to the rear when there is opportu
nity to give such signal. 

(4) The signals provided for in RCW 46.61.310 su~ 
section (2), shall not be flashed on one side only on a 
disabled vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or • do pass• sig
nal to operators of other vehicles approaching from the 
rear, nor be flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle 
except as may be necessary for compliance with this 
section. [1975 c 62 § 30; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 43.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.010. 

46.61.310 Signals by hand and arm or signal lamps. 
(l) Any stop or turn signal when required herein shall 
be given either by means of the hand and arm or by sig
nal lamps, except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) 
hereof. 

(2) Any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be 
equipped with, and required signal shall be given by, 
signal lamps when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the 
body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds twenty
four inches, or when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body or 
load thereof exceeds fourteen feet. The latter measure
ments shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any com
bination of vehicles. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 44.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdulc-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.315 Method of giving hand and arm signals. All 
signals herein required given by hand and arm shall be 
given from the left side of the vehicle in the following 
manner and such signals shall indicate as follows: 

(I) Left turn. Hand and arm extended horizontally. 
(2) Right turn. Hand and arm extended upward. 
(3) Stop or decrease speed. Hand and arm extended 

downward. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 45.) 

(1981 Ed.) 
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SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED 

46.61.340 Obedience to signal indicating approach of 
train. ( 1) Whenever any person driving a vehicle ap
proaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the cir
cumstances stated in this section, the driver of such 
vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fif
teen feet from the nearest rail of such railroad, and shall 
not proceed until he can do so safely. The foregoing re-

- quirements shall apply when: 
(a) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal de

vice gives warning of the immediate approach of a rail
road train; 

(b) A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flag
man gives or continues to give a signal of the approach 
or passage of a railroad train; 

(c) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible 
and is in hazardous proximity to such crossing. 

(2) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around 
or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad cross
ing while such gate or barrier is closed or is being 
opened or closed. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 46.] 

46.61.345 All tehicles must stop at certain railroad 
grade crossings. The state highway commission and local 
authorities within their respective jurisdictions are 
hereby authorized to designate particularly dangerous 
highway grade crossings of railroads and to erect stop 
signs thereat. When such stop signs are erected the 
driver of any vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not 
less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of such rail
road and shall proceed only upon exercising due care. 
(1965 ex.s. c 155 § 47.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term •state highway commission• means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

46.61.350 Certain tehicles must stop at all railroad 
grade crossings-Exceptions. ( 1) The driver of any 
motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, other than a 
passenger car, or of any school bus or private carrier bus 
carrying any school child or other passenger, or of any 
~ehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liq
uids as a cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at 
grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop such 
vehicle within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet 
from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so 
stopped shall listen and look in both directions along 
such track for any approaching train, and for signals in
dicating the approach of a train, except as hereinafter 
provided, and shall not proceed until he can do so safely. 
After stopping as required herein and upon proceeding 
when it is safe to do so the driver of any said vehicle 
shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will 
be no necessity for changing gears while traversing such 
crossing, and the driver shall not shift gears while cross
ing the track or tracks. 

(2) This section shall not apply at: 
(a) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is 

controlled by a police officer or a duly authorized 
flagman; 
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(b) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is 
regulated by a traffic control signal; 

(c) Any railroad grade crossing protected by crossing 
gates or an alternately flashing light signal intended to 
give warning of the approach of a railroad train; 

(d) Any railroad grade crossing at which an official 
traffic control device as designated by the utilities and 
transportation commission pursuant to RCW 81.53.060 
gives notice that the stopping requirement imposed by 
this section does not apply. (1977 c 78 § l; 1975 c 62 § 
31_; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 48.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.355 Moling heavy equipment at railroad grade 
crossings-Notice of intended crossing. (1) No person 
shall operate or move any crawler-type tractor, steam 
shovel, derrick, roller, or any equipment or structure 
having a normal operating speed of ten or less miles per 
hour or a vertical body or load clearance of less than 
one-half inch per foot of the distance between any two 
adjacent axles or in any event of less than nine inches, 
measured above the level surface of a roadway, upon or 
across any tracks at a railroad grade crossing without 
first complying with this section. 

(2) Notice of any such intended crossing shall be 
given to the station agent of such railroad located near
est the intended crossing sufficiently in advance to allow 
such railroad a reasonable time to prescribe proper pro
tection for such crossing. 

(3) Before making any such crossing the person oper
ating or moving any such vehicle or equipment shall first 
stop the same not less than fifteen feet nor more than 
fifty feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while 
so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along 
such track for any approaching train and for signals in
dicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed 
until the crossing can be made safely. 

( 4) No such crossing shall be made when warning is 
given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagman 
or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad 
train or car. If a flagman is provided by the railroad, 
movement over the crossing shall be under his direction. 
(1975 c 62 § 32; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 49.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.365 Emerging from alley, dril'eway, or building. 
The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence 
district emerging from an alley, driveway or building 
shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving onto 
a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area extending across 
any alleyway or driveway, and shall yield the right of 
way to any pedestrian as may be necessary to avoid col
lision, and upon entering the roadway shall yield the 
right of way to all vehicles approaching on said roadway. 
(1965 ex.s. c 155 § 51.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.370 Otertaking and passing school bus. ( I ) The 
driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from ei
ther direction any school bus which has stopped on the 

(Title 46 RCW-p 153) 
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highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 
school children shall stop the vehicle before reaching 
such school bus when there is in operation on said school 
bus a visual signal as specified in RCW 46.37.190 and 
said driver shall not proceed until such school bus re
sumes motion or is signaled by the school bus driver to 
proceed or the visual signals are no longer activated. 

(2) Every school bus shall bear upon the front and 
rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the words 
"SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than eight inches in 
height, and in addition shall be equipped with visual sig
nals meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.190 which 
shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus when
ever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 
highway for the purpose .of receiving or discharging 
school children, except: 

(a) When school children do not have to cross a high
way and the bus is stoppcii completely off the main 
traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal; or 

(c) When the bus is stopped at school for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging school children and school 
children are not required to cross the roadway. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150, 
need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus 
which is on a separate roadway or when upon a limited 
access highway and the school bus is stopped in a load
ing zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 
and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 
roadway. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 52.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2 

46.61.375 Overtaking or meeting private carrier 
bus--Signs. (I) The driver of a vehicle upon overtak
ing or meeting from either direction any private carrier 
bus which has stopped on the highway for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop the ve
hicle before reaching such private carrier bus when there 
is in operation on said bus a visual signal as specified in 
RCW 46.37.190 and said driver shall not proceed until 
such bus resumes motion or is signaled by the bus driver 
to proceed or the visual signals are no longer activated. 

(2) Every private carrier bus shall bear upon the front 
and rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the 
words "PRIVATE CARRIER BUS" in letters not less 
than eight inches in height, and in addition shall be 
equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of 
RCW 46.37.190 which shall be actuated by the driver of 
said private carrier bus whenever but only whenever 
such vehicle is stopped on the highway for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging passengers, except: 

(a) When the passengers boarding or alighting do not 
have to cross a highway and the bus is stopped com
pletely off the main traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal. 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 154) 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150, 
need not stop upon meeting or passing a private carrier 
bus which is on a separate roadway or when upon a lim
ited access highway and the private carrier bus is 
stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or adjacent 
to such highway and where pedestrians are not permit
ted to cross the roadway. [1970 ex.s. c 100 § 8.) 

46.61.380 Regulations as to design, marking, and 
mode of operating school buses. The state superintendent 
of public instruction, by and with the advice of the state 
highway commission and the chief of the Washington 
state patrol, shall adopt and enforce regulations not in
consistent with the law of this state to govern the design, 
marking and mode of operation of all school buses 
owned and operated by any school district or privately 
owned and operated under contract or otherwise with 
any school district in this state for the transportation of 
school children and such regulation shall by reference be 
made a part of any such contract or other agreement 
with the school district. Every school district, its officers 
and employees, and every person employed under col)
tract or otherwise by a school district shall be subject to 
such regulations. It shall be unlawful for any officer or 
employee of any school district or for any person oper
ating any school bus under contract with any school dis
trict to violate any of the provisions of such regulations. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.48.150. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 131; RRS § 
6360-131. Formerly RCW 46.48.150.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta• 
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Design and markings of school buses: RCW 46.37.190. 

46.61.385 School patrol--Appointment--Au
thority--Finance---lnsurance. The superintendent 
pub·· instruction, through the superintendent of sc ols 
of any chool district, or other officer or board P. orm
ing like ctions with respect to the schools of ny other 
educationa dministrative district, may ca e to be ap
pointed volun ry adult recruits as supe · ors and, from 
the student bod f any public or priv e school or insti
tution of learning, students, who all be known as 
members of the "sc · ol patrol" and who shall serve 
without compensation a at e pleasure of the author
ity making the appointme 

The members of such ch I patrol shall wear an ap
propriate designation r insig ·a identifying them as 
members of the s ool patrol w n in performance of 
their duties, and ey may display • p" or other proper 
traffic directi al signs or signals at s ool crossings or 
other poin where school children are er sing or about 
to cross public highway, but members the school 
patro and their supervisors shall be subordin e to and 
ob the orders of any peace officer present an aving 
· risdiction. 

School districts, at their discretion, may hire suffici t 
numbers of adults to serve as supervisors. Such adults 

(1981 Ed.) 
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shall ~saj>0tdi_!llRe to ~ob~_e orders of any peace 
tcewcs~nd l].aeftng ju6sdichon. 
Any school district having a school patrol may puf]

chase uniforms and other appropriate insignia, traffic 
signs and other appropriate materials, all to be used by 
members of such school patrol while in performance of 
their duties, and may pay for the same out of the general . 
fund of the district. ,,---

shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle 
fail to op his vehicle when directed to do so by a ool 
patrol sig or signal displayed by a member of t school 
patrol enga d in the performance of his dut and wear-
ing or display1 appropriate insignia, a it shall fur-
ther be unlaw for the operator f a vehicle to 
disregard any other easonable di lions of a member 
of the school patrol en acti in performance of his 
duties as such. 

School districts may e d funds from the general 
fund of the district to P. pre · urns for life and accident 
policies covering th members the · school patrol in 
their district whil engaged in the rformance of their 
school patrol d es. 

Members the school patrol shall be onsidered as 
employees fJ r the purposes of RCW 28A.58. 5, as now 
or hereaf r amended. (1974 ex.s. c 47 § l; 1_9 c 12 § 
46.48. 0. Prior: 1953 c 278 § l; 1937 c 189 130; 
RR 6360-130; 1927 c 309 § 42; RRS § 636 2. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.160.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS 

46.61.400 Basic rule and maximum limits. (l) No 
person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed 
greater than is reasonable and prudent under the condi
tions and having regard to the actual and potential haz
ards then existing. In every event speed shall be so 
controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding with 
any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or entering 

· the highway in compliance wit_h legal requirements and 
the duty of all persons to use due care. 
. (2) Except when a special hazard exists that requires 
lower speed for compliance with subsection ( l) of this 
section, the limits specified in this section or established 
as hereinafter authorized shall be maximum lawful, 
speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway 
at a speed in excess of such maximum limits. 

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour on city and town 
streets; 

(b) Fifty miles per hour on county roads; 
(c) Sixty miles per hour on state highways. 
The maximum speed limits set forth in this section 

may be altered as authorized in RCW 46.61.405~ 46.61-
.410, and 46.61.415. 

(3) The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with 
the requirements of subsection ( l) of this section, drive 
at an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, when 
~pproaching and going around a curve, when approach
ing a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or 

(1981 Ed.) 

winding roadway, and when special hazard exists with 
respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 
weather or highway conditions. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 54; 
1963 c 16 § l. Formerly RCW 46.48.011.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Sa,ing of existing orders. etc., establishing speed limits--1963 c. 

16: "This act shall not repeal or invalidate existing orders and resolu
tions of the state highway commission or existing resolutions and ordi
nances of local authorities establishing speed limits within their 
respective jurisdictions.• [1963 c 16 § 7. Formerly RCW 46.48.016.) 
"This act" [1963 c 16), as amended, is codified as RCW 46.61.400 
through 46.61.415, 46.61.425, and 46.61.440. 

6.61.405 Decreases by secretary of transportatio , 
Wn never the secretary of transportation shall det -
min upon the basis of an engineering and traffic in\l s
tigati n that any maximum speed hereinbefore set rth 
is gre er than is reasonable or safe with respec to a 
state hi hway under the conditions found to exist t any 
intersect n or upon any other part of the state ghway 
system or at state ferry terminals, or that a g eral re
duction o any maximum speed hereinbefore set forth 
would aid 1 the conservation of energy res urces, the 
secretary m determine and declare a re onable and 
safe lower m ximum limit or a lower m imum limit 
which will reas nably conserve energy res urces, for any 
state highway, e entire state highway system, or any 
portion thereof, hich shall be effectiv when appropri
ate signs giving n ice thereof are erec ed. The secretary 
may also fix and gulate the speed of vehicles on any 
state highway withi the maximum speed limit allowed 
by this chapter for s ecial occasi s including, but not 
limited to, local para es and ot r special events. Any 
such maximum speed I it may e declared to be effec
tive at all times or at s ch ti as are indicated upon 
the said signs; and diffe ·ng mits may be established 
for different times of da iff erent types of vehicles, 
varying weather conditions, nd other factors bearing on 
safe speeds, which shall e effective (a) when posted 
upon appropriate fixed or ar ble signs or (b) if a max
imum limit is establishe for to stages which is lower 
than the limit for auto obiles, e auto stage speed limit 
shall become eff ectiv thirty d s after written notice 
thereof is mailed in e manner rovided in subsection 
(4) of RCW 46.61 10, as now o hereafter amended. 
(1977 ex.s. c 151 34; 1974 ex.s. c 03 § l; 1970 ex.s. c 
100 § 2; 1967 c § l; 1963 c 16 § 2. Formerly RCW 
46.48.012.) . 

Federal require ents---Se,erability-19 
RCW 47.98.070 d 47.98.080. 

46.61.41 Increases by secretary o transporta-
tion- aximum speed limit for tru s--Auto 
stag--~·igns and notices. ( 1) Subject t subsection 
(2) bel the secretary may increase the maximum 
speed mit on any highway or portion ther f to not 

an seventy miles per hour in accordance with the 
desi speed thereof (taking into account all sa ty ele
me s included therein), or whenever the secreta: y de
ter. ines upon the basis of an engineering and t affic 
i estigation that such greater speed is reasonable and 

f e under the circumstances existing on such part of he 
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ighway. The greater maximum limit so determin .. 
s 11 be effective, when appropriate sighs giving no ce 
th eof are erected, or if a maximum limit is establi ed 
for uto stages which is lower than the limit for uto
mobi , the auto stage speed limit shall become eff ec
tive th ty days after written notice thereof is iled in 
the ma er provided in subsection (4) of this s tion. 

Such aximum speed limit may be declare to be ef
fective at 1 times or at such times as are ind· ated upon 
said signs in the case of auto stages, as ndicated in 
said written otice; and differing limits ay be estab
lished for dif ent times of day, differen types of vehi
cles, varying eather conditions, an other factors 
bearing on safe peeds, which shall effective when 
posted upon appr riate fixed or var· ble signs or if a 
maximum limit is stablished for a to stages which is 
lower than the lim for automo es, the auto stage 
speed limit shall beco e effective irty days after writ
ten notice thereof is iled in t e manner provided in 
subsection ( 4) of this se ion. · 

(2) The maximum sp d Ii it for vehicles over ten 
thousand pounds gross we h and vehicles in combina
tion except auto stages sha not exceed sixty miles per 
hour and may be establish t a lower limit by the sec-
retary as provided in RC 1.405, as now or hereaf-
ter amended. 

(3) The word "true s" used y the department on 
signs giving notice of aximum s ed limits shall mean 
vehicles over ten tho sand pounds ross weight and all 
vehicles in combina on except auto ages. 

(4) Whenever t e secretary shall e tablish maximum 
speed limits for uto stages lower th the maximum 
limits for auto obiles, the secretary s 11 cause to be 
mailed notice ereof to each auto trans ortation com
pany holding certificate of public coriven·ence and ne
cessity iss d by the Washington u "lities and 
transportaf n commission. The notice shall o mailed to 
the chic£ place of business within the state of 
Washing n of each auto transportation comp y or if 
none th n its chief place of business without the tate of 
Washi gton. [1977 ex.s. c 151 § 35; 1974 ex.s. c 03 § 
2; 19 0 ex.s. c 100 § l; 1969 ex.s. c 12 § l; 1965 e s. c 
155 55; 1963 c 16 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.48.013. 

ederal requirements---Seterability--1977 
R W 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.415 When local authorities may alter maximum 
limits. (1) Whenever local authorities in their respective 
jurisdictions determine on the basis of an engineering 
and traffic investigation that the maximum speed per
mitted under RCW 46.61 .400 or 46.61.440 is greater or 
less than is reasonable and safe under the conditions 
found to exist upon a highway or part of a highway, the 
local authority may determine and declare a reasonable 
and safe maximum limit thereon which 

(a) Decreases the limit at intersections; or 
(b) Increases the limit but not to more than sixty 

miles per hour; or 
(c) Decreases the limit but not to less than twenty 

miles per hour. 

rritle 46 RCW-p 156) 

(2) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions 
shall determine by an engineering and traffic investiga
tion the proper maximum speed for all arterial streets 
and shall declare a reasonable and safe maximum limit 
thereon which may be greater or less than the maximum 
speed permitted under RCW 46.61.400(2) but shall not 
exceed sixty miles per hour. 

(3) The secretary of transportation is authorized to 
establish speed limits on county roads and city and town 
streets as shall be necessary to conform with any federal 
requirements which are a prescribed condition for the 
allocation of federal funds to the state. 

( 4) Any altered limit established as herein before 
authorized shall be effective when appropriate signs giv
ing notice thereof are erected. Such maximum speed 
limit may be declared to be effective at all times or at 
such times as are indicated upon such signs; and differ
ing limits may be established for different times of day, 
different types of vehicles, varying weather conditions, 
and other factors bearing on safe speeds, which shall be 
effective when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable 
signs. 

(5) Any alteration of maximum limits on state high- · 
ways within incorporated cities or towns by local au
thorities shall not be effective until such alteration has 
been approved by the secretary of transportatio~. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 151 § 36; 1974 ex.s. c 103 § 3; 1963 c 16 § 4. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.014.] 

Federal requirements---Seterability--1977 ex.s. c 151: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.425 Minimum speed regulation--Passing 
slow moving vehicle. ( 1) No person shall drive a motor 
vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede the normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced 
speed is necessary for safe operation or. in compliance 
with law: Provided, That a person following a vehicle 
driving at less than the legal maximum speed and desir
ing to pass such vehicle may exceed the speed limit, 
subject to the provisions of RCW 46.61.120 on highways 
having only one lane of traffic in each direction, at only 
such a speed and for only such a distance as is necessary 
to complete the pass with a reasonable margin of safety. 

(2) Whenever the secretary of transportation or local 
authorities within their respective jurisdictions determine 
on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation 
that slow speeds on any part of a highway unreasonably 
impede the normal movement of traffic, the ·secretary or 
such local authority may determine and declare a mini
mum speed limit thereat which shall be effective when 
appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected. No 
person shall drive a vehicle slower than such minimum 
speed limit except when necessary for safe operation or 
in compliance with law. [1977 ex.s. c 151 § 37; 1969 c 
135 § l; 1967 c 25 § 2; 1963 c 16 § 6. Formerly RCW 
46.48.015.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdulc-JTIR 6.2. 
Federal requirements--Severability-1977 ex.s. c 151: Sec 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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6.61.427 Slow moving vehicle to pull off roadwa 

On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe beca e 
of t ffic in the opposite direction or other condition , a 
slow oving vehicle, behind which five or more veh · les 
are fo med in a line, shall turn off the roadway whe ever 
suffici t area for a safe turn-out exists, in or er to 

e vehicles following to proceed. As used n this 
section slow moving vehicle is one which is pr eeding 
at a rate f speed less than the normal flow of affic at 
the partic tar time and place. (1973 c 88 § I.] 

46.61.428 Slow moving vehicle permitted to drive on 
improved sho lders, when. (1) The state h · hway com
mission and I al authorities are authorize to determine 
those portions f any two-lane highways nder their re-
spective jurisdi ions on which drivers slow moving 
vehicles may sa ly drive onto improv shoulders for 
the purpose of al wing overtaking ve cles to pass and· 
may by appropriat signs indicate the eginning and end 
of such zones. 

(2) Where signs re in place to fine a driving-on
shoulder zone as set orth in subse tion (l) of this sec
tion, the driver of a s w moving v hicle may drive onto 
and along the shoulde within th zone but only for the 
purpose of allowing ove taking v icles to pass and then 
shall return to the road y. 

(3) Signs erected to de ne a riving-on-shoulder zone 
shall take precedence. ove p vement markings for the 
purpose of allowing the m ents described in subsec
tion (2) of this section. [19 ex.s; c 39 § I.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, d functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of ans rtation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commiss· n" m ans department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.01S. 

46.61.430 Authorit of secret y of transportation to 
fix speed limits on Ii ated access cilities exclusive-
Local regulations. twithstanding any law to the con
trary or inconsisten herewith, the s cretary of transpor
tation shall have he power and t duty to fix and 
regulate the spee of vehicles within t maximum speed 
limit allowed by law for state highwa: s, designated as 
limited access f. cilities, regardless of ether a portion 
of said highwa is within the corporate Ii its of a city or 
town. No gov ming body or authority such city or 
town or othe political subdivision may h ve the power 
to pass or e force any ordinance, rule, or gulation re
quiring a iff erent rate of speed, and al such ordi
nances, ru s, and regulations contrary to or consistent 
therewith now in force are void and of no ef ct. [ 1977 
ex.s. c I I § 38; 1974 ex.s. c 103 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.48.041 Prior: 1955 c 177 § 5. Former! RCW 
46.48. ~I.] 

Fed al requirements--Severability-1977 ex.s. c 
RCW :.i7.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

~.61.435 Local authorities to provide "stop or 
" aeld" signs at intersections with increased speed hi h
ays-Designated as arterials. The governing body r 
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Severability 1975 c 62: See note following RCW 
f city streets as arterials, stopping on ente · : RCW 

Trafl control signals or devices upon city streets forming part of s te 
ghways: RCW 46.61.085. 

46.61.440 Maximum speed limit when passing school 
or playground crosswalks. Subject to RCW 
46.61 .400( I), and except in those instances where a 
lower maximum lawful speed is provided by this chapter 
or otherwise, it shall be unlawful for the operator of any 
vehicle to operate the same at a speed in excess of 
twenty miles per hour when operating any vehicle upon 
a highway either inside or outside an incorporated city 
or town when passing any marked school or playground 
crosswalk when such marked crosswalk is fully posted 
with standard school speed limit signs or standard play
ground speed limit signs. The speed zone at the cross
walk shall extend three hundred feet in either direction 
from the marked crosswalk. (1975 c 62 § 34; 1963 c 16 
§ 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.023. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 9; 1949 c 
196 § 6, part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 64, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c · 309 § 3, 
part; I 923 c I 8 I § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 1917 c 
155 § 16, part; 1915 c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, 
part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 2531, part. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.023.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.61.445 Due care required. Compliance with speed 
requirements of this chapter under the circumstances 
hereinabove set forth shall not relieve the operator of 
any vehicle from the further exercise of due care and 
caution as further circumstances shall require. [ 1961 c 
12 § 46.48.025. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 11; 1949 c 196 § 6, 
part; 194 7 c 200 § 8, part; 193 7 c 189 § 64, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c 309 § 3, part; 1923 

. c 181 § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 1917 c 155 § 16, 
part; 1915 c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, part; 1909 c 
249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. 2531, part. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.025.] 

Duty to use due care: RCW 46.61.400(1). 

46.61.450 Maximum speed, weight, or size in trav
ersing bridges, elevated structures, tunnels, under
passes-Posting limits. It shall be unlawful for any 
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person to operate a vehicle or any combination of vehi
cles over any bridge or other elevated structure or 
through any tunnel or underpass constituting a part of 
any public highway at a rate of speed or with a gross 
weight or of a size which is greater at any time than the 
maximum speed or maximum weight or size which can 
be maintained or carried with safety over any such 
bridge or structure or through any such tunnel or un
derpass when such bridge, structure, tunnel, or under
pass is sign posted as hereinafter provided. The secretary 
of transportation, if it be a bridge, structure, tunnel, or 
underpass upon a state highway, or the governing body 
or authorities of any county, city, or town, if it be upon 
roads or streets under their jurisdiction, may restrict the 
speed which may be maintained or the gross weight or 
size which may be operated upon or over any such 
bridge or elevated structure or through any such tunnel 
or underpass with safety thereto. The secretary or the 
governing body or authorities of any county, city, or 
town having jurisdiction shall determine and declare the 
maximum speed or maximum gross weight or size which 
such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel, or underpass can 
withstand or accommodate and shall cause suitable signs 
stating such maximum speed or maximum gross weight, 
or size, or either, to be erected and maintained on the 
right hand side of such highway, road, or street and at a 
distance of not less than one hundred feet from each end 
of such bridge, structure, tunnel, or underpass and on 
the approach thereto: Provided, That in the event that 
any such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel, or underpass 
is upon a city street designated by the transportation 
commission as forming a part of the route of any state 
highway through any such incorporated city or town the 
determination of any maximum speed or maximum gross 
weight or size which such bridge, elevated structure, 
tunnel, or underpass can withstand or accommodate 
shall not be enforceable at any speed, weight, or size less 
than the maximum allowed by law, unless with the ap
proval in writing of the secretary. Upon the trial of any 
person charged with a violation of this section, proof of 
either violation of maximum speed or maximum weight, 
or size, or either, and the distance and location of such 
signs as are required, shall constitute conclusive evidence 
of the maximum speed or maximum weight, or size, or 
either, which can be maintained or carried with safety 
over such bridge or elevated structure or through such 
tunnel or underpass. [ 1977 ex.s. c 151 § 39; 1961 c 12 § 
46.48.080. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 70; RRS § 6360-70. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.080.) 

Federal requirements--Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.455 Vehicles with solid or hollow cushion tires. 
It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle equipped or 
partly equipped with solid rubber tires or hollow center 
cushion tires, or to operate any combination of vehicles 
any part of which is equipped or partly equipped with 
solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires, so long 
as solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires may 
be used under the provisions of this title, upon any pub
lic highway of this state at a greater rate of speed than 
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· ten miles per hour. [1961 c 12§46.48.110. Prfor: 1947 c 
200 § 11; 1937 c 189 § 73; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-73. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.110.) 

46.61.460 Special speed limitation on motor-driven 
cycle. No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 
any time mentioned in RCW 46.37 .020 at a speed 
greater than thirty-five miles per hour unless such mo
tor-driven cycle is equipped with a head lamp or lamps 
which are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a 
distance of three hundred feet ahead. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
57.] 

46.61.465 Exceeding speed limit evidence of reckless 
driving. The unlawful operation of a vehicle in excess of 
the maximum lawful speeds provided in this chapter at 
the point of operation and under the circumstances de
scribed shall be prima facie evidence of the operation of 
a motor vehicle in a reckless manner by the operator 
thereof. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.48.026. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 12; 
1949 c 196 § 6, part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 
64, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c 309 
§ 3, part; 1923 c 181 § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 
1917 c 155 § 16, part; 1915 c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 
6362-3, part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 
2531, part. Formerly RCW 46.48.026.) 

.61.470 Speed traps defined, certain types permit 
Measured courses, speed measuring devices, ti -

aircraft. (1) No evidence as to the speed o( ny 
erated upon a public highway by any erson 

arrested r violation of any of the laws of t s state 
regarding s eed or of any orders, rules, or reg ations of 
any city or wn or other political subdivis· n relating 
thereto shall admitted in evidence in a court at a 
subsequent trial f such person in case s evidence re-
lates to or is bas d upon the mainten ce or use of a 
speed trap except provided in su ection (2) of this 
section. A "speed tr , " within the eaning of this sec
tion, is a particular se ion of or stance on any public 
highway, the length of ich ha een or is measured off 
or otherwise designated o det mined, and the limits of 
which are within the vision any officer or officers who 
calculate. the speed of a "cle passing through such 
speed trap by using the pse time during which such 
vehicle travels betwee the ent nee and exit of such 
speed trap. 

(2) Evidence sh 
arrested or issued notice of a traffi infraction for vio
lation of any of he laws of this state r of any orders, 
rules, or regul ions of any city or town other political 
subdivision r garding speed if the same is etermined by 
a particul section of or distance on a pu ic highway, 
the lengt of which has been accurately meas red off or 
otherw· e designated or determined and either. (a) The 
limit of which are controlled by a mechanical, electri
cal or other device capable of measuring or rec rding 
t speed of a vehicle passing within such limits; or ) a 

/

ming device is operated from an aircraft, which tim g 
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device en used to measure the elapsed time of a v 1-

cle passin over such a particular section of or d" ance 
upon a pubh highway indicates the speed of a hicle. 

(3) The exce ions of subsection (2) of thi section are 
limited to devices r observations with a ximum error · 
of not to exceed fiv ercent using th apsed time dur
ing which such vehicl travels bet en such limits, and 
such limits shall not b closer an one-fourth mile. 
(1981 c 105 § 1; 1961 c 46.48.120. Prior: 1937 c 
189 § 74; RRS § 6360- ; 927 c 309 § 7; RRS § 
6362-7. Formerly RC ~6.48. 0.) 

46.61.475 Ch ging violations o speed regulations. 
(1) In every c rge of violation of any eed regulation 
in this cha r the complaint, also the s mons or no-
tice to ear, shall specify the approxim e speed at 
whic e defendant is alleged to have driven, also the 
m mum speed applicable within the district o at the 

ation. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 58.) 

RECKLESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE 
INTOXICATED, AND NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE 

BY VEHICLE 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effecti,e date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person involved in reckless driving: RCW 10.31. 100. 
Embracing another while driving as reckless driving: RCW 46.61.665. 
Excess speed as prima facie evidence of reckless driving: RCW 

46.61.465. 
Racing of vehicles on public highways, reckless driving: RCW 

46.61.530. 
Revocation of license, reckless driving: RCW 46.20.285. 

46.61.502 Driving w~ile under influence of intoxicat
ing liquor or drug--What constitutes. A person is 
guilty of driving while under the influence of intoxicat
ing liquor or any drug if he drives a vehicle within this 
state while: 

( 1) He has 0.10 percent or more by weight of alcohol 
in his blood as shown by chemical analysis of his breath, 
blood, or other bodily substance made under RCW 46-
.61.506 as now or hereafter amended; or 

(2) He is under the influence of or affected by intoxi
cating liquor or any drug; or 

(3) He is under the combined influence of or affected 
by intoxicating liquor and any drug. 

The fact that any person charged with a violation of 
this section is or has been entitled to use such drug un
der the laws of this state shall not constitute a defense 

(1981 Ed.) 

against any charge of violating this section. (1979 ex.s. c 
176 § 1.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Se,erabillty-1979 ex.s. c 176: "If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain
der of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected.• [1979 ex.s. c 176 § 8.) 

46.61.504 Actual physical control of motor vehicle 
while under influence of intoxicating liquor or drug-
What constitutes-Defenses. A person is guilty of be
ing in actual physical control of a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug if 
he has actual physical control of a vehicle within this 
state while: 

( 1) He has a 0.10 percent or more by weight of alco
hol in his blood as shown by chemical analysis of his 
breath, blood, or other bodily substance made under 
RCW 46.61.506, as now or hereafter amended; or 

(2) He is under the influence of or affected by intoxi
cating liquor or any drug; or 

(3) He is under the combined influence of or affected 
by intoxicating liquor and any drug. 

The fact that any person charged with a violation of 
this section is or has been entitlc:d to use such drug un
der the laws of this state shall not constitute a defense 
against any charge of violating this section. No person 
may be convicted under this section if, prior to being 
pursued by a law enforcement officer, he has moved the 
vehicle safely off the roadway. [1979 ex.s. c 176 § 2.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear-
ance--JCrR 2.09. · 
Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 

46.61.S02. 

46.61.506 Persons under influence of intoxicating li
quor or drug--Evidence---Cbemical tests--lnfor
mation concerning tests. (1) Upon the trial of any civil 
or criminal action or proceeding arising out of acts al
leged to have been committed by any person while driv
ing or in actual physical control of a vehicle while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug, if the 
amount of alcohol in the person's blood at the time al
leged as shown by chemical analysis of his blood, breath, 
or other bodily substance is less than 0.10 percent by 
weight of alcohol in the person's blood, it is evidence 
that may be considered with other competent evidence in 
determining whether the person was under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor or any drug. 

(2) Percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be 
based upon milligrams of alcohol per one hundred cubic 
centimeters of blood. The foregoing provisions of this 
section shall not be construed as limiting the introduc
tion of any other competent evidence bearing upon the 
question whether the person was under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any drug. 

(3) Chemical analysis of the person's blood or breath 
to be considered valid under the provisions of this section 
or RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504 shall have been per
formed according to methods approved by the state tox
icologist and by an individual possessing a valid permit 
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issued by the state toxicologist for this purpose. The 
state toxicologist is directed to approve satisfactory 
techniques or methods, to supervise the examination of 
individuals to ascertain their qualifications and compe
tence to conduct such analyses, and to issue permits 
which shall be subject to termination or revocation at 
the discretion of the state toxicologist. 

(4) When a blood test is administered under the pro
visions of RCW 46.20.308, the withdrawal of blood for 
the purpose of determining its alcoholic content may be 
performed only by a physician, a registered nurse, or a 
qualified technician. This limitation shall not apply to 
the taking of breath specimens. 

(5) The person tested may have a physician, or a 
qualified technician, chemist, registered nurse, or other 
qualified person of his own choosing administer a chem
ical test or tests in addition to any administered at the 
direction of a law enforcement officer. The failure or in
ability to obtain an additional test by a person shall not 
preclude the admission of evidence relating to the test or 
tests taken at the direction of a law enforcement officer. 

(6) Upon the request of the person who shall submit 
to a chemical test or tests at the request of a law en
forcement officer, full information concerning the test or 
tests shall be made available to him or his attorney. 
(1979 ex.s. c 176 § 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 287 § 1; 1969 c 1 
§ 3 (Initiative Measure No. 242 § 3).) 

Rules of court: Evidence of breathalyzer tests-JCrR 4.09. 
Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 

46.61.502. 
Se,erability-1969 c I: See RCW 46.20.911. 

Arrest of driver under influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs: RCW 
10.31.100. 
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rvices. One day of the jail sentence shall not be su 
p nded or def erred unless the judge finds that the im -
sit n of the jail sentence will pose a · risk to he 
de~ dant's physical or mental well-being. Whenev the 
man tory jail sentence is suspended or deferr , the 
judge ust state, in writing, the reason for gran ng the 
suspen ·on or deferral and the facts upon whic the sus
pension or deferral is based. 

(2) 0 a second or subsequent conviction 
46.61.50 or 46.61.504 within a five year 
son shall e punished by imprisonment for ot less than 
seven days or more than one year and y a fine not 
more than o e thousand dollars. The ja · sentence shall 
not be suspen ed or def erred unless th judge finds that 
the imposition f the jail sentence wil pose a risk to the 
defendant's phy ·cal or mental well- ing. Whenever the 
mandatory jail ntence is suspen d or deferred, the 
judge must state, in writing, the r son for granting the 
suspension or defe ral and the fa s upon which the sus
pension or deferral ·s based. Ifs ch person at the time of 
a second or subseq nt convict" n is without a license or 
permit because of a previous suspension or revocation, 
the minimum mandat ry sen nee shall be ninety days in 
jail and a two hundr dol r fine. The penalty so im: 
posed shall not be susp nd or def erred. 

In addition to any n spendable and nondef errable 
jail sentence required by this subsection, the court shall 
sentence a person to a erm of imprisonment not ex
ceeding one hundred e· h days and shall suspend but 
shall not def er the se ten for a period not exceeding 
two years. The suspe sion o the sentence may be condi
tioned upon nonrep tition, lcohol or drug treatment, 
supervised probati , or oth conditions that may be 
appropriate. The s ntence may e imposed in whole or in 
part upon violati n .of a condit on of suspension during 
the suspension p riod. 

(3) There sh II be levied and aid into the highway 
safety fund of e state treasury a penalty assessment in 
the minimum amount of twenty five percent of, and 
which shall be in addition to, any e, bail forfeiture, or 
costs on all fenses involving a vi lation of any state 

or county ordinance r lating to driving a 
motor vehic while under the influe ce of intoxicating 
liquor or b mg in actual physical cont I of a motor ve
hicle whil under the influence of int xicating liquor: 
Provided, hat all funds deri_ved from s ch penalty as
sessment shall be in addition to and excl sive of assess
ments de under RCW 46.81.030 and s all be for the 
exclusi~ use of the department for driver ervices pro
grams nd for a state-wide alcohol safety action pro
gram, or other similar programs designed p · marily for 
the r habilitation or control of traffic offen rs. Such 
pena ty assessment shall be included in any bail chedule 
and hall be included by the court in any pronou cement 
of ntence. 

4) Notwithstanding the provisions contained i chap- · 
te s 3.16, 3.46, 3.50, 3.62, or 35.20 RCW, or any other 
s tion of law, the penalty assessment provided r in 
s bsection (3) of this section shall not be suspen 

aived, modified, or deferred in any respect, and 
oneys derived from such penalty assessments shall 
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fo warded to the highway safety fund to be used excl 
siv y for the purposes set forth in subsection (3) of 
sect n. 

(SJ The license or permit to drive or any nonr ident 
privile of any person convicted of either of th ffenses 
named i RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504 shall: 

(a) On e first conviction under either s h offense, 
be suspende by the department for not les than thirty 
days: Provide That the court may recom end that no 

".suspension actio be taken; 
(b) On a seco conviction under eit 

within a five year eriod, be suspende 
ment for not less tha sixty days; 

(c) On a third or s bsequent conv. ction under either 
such offense within a fi year perio , be revoked by the 
department. · 

(6) In any case provide for i this section, where a 
driver's license is to be revo d r suspended, such revo
cation or suspension shall be ayed and shall not take 
effect until after the determ · tion of any appeal from 
the conviction which may I fu be taken, but in case 
such conviction is sustaine on ap eal such revocation or 
suspension shall take en t as of t e date that the con
viction becomes eff ectiv for other p rposes. 

(7) The provisions this section I iting the author-
ity of a court to de~ r or suspend a entence shall not 
take effect until Ja ary l, 1980. The ivision of crimi
nal j~stice, no late than December 31, 1980, shall sub
mit a study to t house of representat ves and to the 
senate which det ils the impact of the se tencing provi
sions establishe by this section. The imp ct study shall 
include, but s 11 not be limited to, the fo lowing infor
mation: The · pact of the provisions upo county jail 
conditions a d bed space, the cost impact the provi
sions upon ocal and state governments, an the exis
tence of lternative facilities to which 1 dividuals 
sentenced under this section may be commi ed. [ 1979 
ex.s. cl § 6; 1977 ex.s. c 3 § 3; 1975 1st ex s. c 287 § 
2; 1974 x.s. c 130 § I; 1971 ex.s. c 284 § 1; 1 7 c 32 § 
68; 19 5 ex.s. c 155 § 62.] 

ex.s. c 176: See note 

ex.s. c 284: See note 

Hrghway safety fund: RCW 46.68.060. 

RCW 

evocation of license for driving under the influence of intoxica ·ng li
quor or drugs: RCW 46.20.285. 

(1981 Ed.) . 

.61.520 Negligent homicide by motor l'ehicle-
. ( l) When the death of any person shall en e 

within ree years as a proximate result of injur re
ceived by e driving of any vehicle by any pers while 
under the i uence of or affected by intoxica · g liquor 
or drugs, or b he operation of any vehicle · a reckless 
manner or with isregard for the saf et of others, the 
person so operatin uch vehicle shall guilty of negli
gent homicide by me s of a motor hicle. 

(2) Any person con ·cted of egligent homicide by 
means of a motor vehicle all e punished by imprison
ment in the state penitentt y for not more than ten 
years, or by imprisonment · t county jail for not more 
than one year, or by fi of not ore than one thousand 
dollars, or by both ne and imp · onment. [l 975 1st 
ex.s. c 287 § 3; 19 2nd ex.s. c 38 § · 1970 ex.s. c 49 § 
5; 1965 ex.s. c 5 § 63; 1961 c 12 § .56.040. Prior: 
1937 c 189 120; RRS § 6360-120. merly RCW 
46.56.040. 

Susp sion or revocation of license upon conviction of mans/au ter or 
gligent homicide resulting from operation of motor vehicle: CW 

46.20.285, 46.20.291. 

46.61.525 Operating motor l'ehicle in a negligent 
manner--Penalty--Exception. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate a motor vehicle in a negligent 
manner. For the purpose of this section to "operate in a 
negligent manner" shall be construed to mean the oper
ation of a vehicle in such a manner as to endanger or be 
likely to endanger any persons or property: Provided 
however, That any person operating a motor vehicle on 
private property with the consent of the owner in a 
manner consistent with the owner's consent shall not be 
guilty of negligent driving; 

The offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent man
ner shall be considered to. be a lesser offense than, but 
included in, the offense of operating a vehicle in a reck
less manner, and any person charged with operating a 
vehicle in a reckless manner may be convicted of the 
lesser offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent man
ner. Any person violating the provisions of this section 
will be_ guilty of a misdemeanor: Provided, That the di
rector may not revoke any license under this section, and 
such offense is not punishable by imprisonment or by a 
fine exceeding two hundred fifty dollars. (1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 86; 1967 c 32 § 69; l 961 c 12 § 46.56.030. Prior: 
1939 c 154 § 1; RRS § 6360-118 1/2. Formerly RCW 
46.56.030.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Optional appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effecti,e dat~erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person involved in negligent driving: RCW 10.31.100. 

46.61.530 Racing of l'ehicles on highways-Reck
less drMng--Exception. No person or persons may 
race any motor-vehicle or motor vehicles upon any pub
lic highway of this state. Any person or persons who 
wilfully compare or contest relative speeds by operation 
of one or more motor vehicles shall be guilty of racing, 

rritle 46 RCW--p 1611 
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which shall constitute reckless driving under RCW 46-
.61.500, whether or not such speed is in excess of the 
maximum speed prescribed by law: Provided however, 
That any comparison or contest of the accuracy with 
which motor vehicles may be operated in terms of rela
tive speeds not in excess of the posted maximum speed 
does not constitute racing. (1979 ex.s. c 136 § 87; 1961 c 
12 § 46.48.050. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 67; RRS § 6360-67; 
1921 c 96 § 32; 1915 c 142 § 25; RRS § 6344. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.050.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear• 
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effectife date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.63.010. -

Arrest of person involved in racing of vehicles: RCW 10.31.100. 

46.61.535 Advertising of unlawful speed attained-
Reckless driving. It shall be unlawful for any manufac
turer, dealer, distributor, or any person, firm, or corpo
ration to publish or advertise or offer for publication or 
advertisement, or to consent or cause to be published or 
advertised, the time consumed or speed attained by a 
vehicle between given points or over given or designated 
distances upon any public highways of this state when 
such published or advertised time consumed or speed at
tained shall indicate an average rate of speed between 
given points or over a given or designated distance in 
excess of the maximum rate of speed allowed between 
such points or at a rate of speed which would constitute 
reckless driving between such points. Violation of any of 
the provisions of this section shall be prima facie evi
dence of reckless driving and shall subject such person, 
firm, or corporation to the penalties in such cases pro
vided. (1979 ex.s. c 136 § 88; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.060. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 68; RRS § 6360-68. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.060.) 

Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.63.010. , 

61.540 "Drugs," what included. The w 
"drug •, as used in RCW 46.61.500 through 46.6 35, 
shall inc de but not be limited to those drugs <i sub-
stances re lated by chapters 69.41 and 69 RCW. 
(1975 1st ex .. c 287 § 5.) 

STOPPING, S 

(Title 46 RCW-p 162) 

3) Subsection ( 1) of this section shall not apply 
the driver of a public transit vehicle who shall tern -
rari stop his vehicle upon the roadway for the puq~ se 
of an while actually engaged in receiving or dischar ing 
passe ers at a marked transit vehicle stop zon ap
proved by the state highway commission or a unty 
upon If ghways under their respective jurisdi tions. 
(1979 e s. c 178 § 20; 1977 c 24 § 2; 1965 ex.s. 155 § 
64.) 

Reviser's n te: Powers, duties, and functions of highway ommission 
transferred t department of transportation; see RC 47.01.031. 
Term· "state II hway commission" means department f transporta
tion; see RCW 7.04.015. 
Rules of court:_ onetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6 

Severability 1979 ex.s. c 178: See note Uowing RCW 
46.61.590. 

.. , 

46.61.562 To ing operators--Le 1slative declara
tion. The business of operating tow tr ks for the public 
in the transportati n of disabled or maged motor ve
hicles and vehicles ·ncapable of sel propulsion due to 
mechanical defects r incapacity, b towing or hauling 
upon the highways o this state, is eclared to be a busi
ness affecting the pu lie interest. The large volume of 
motor vehicle traffic, hicle ace aents, congestion, and 
the need to keep the h1 hways ear .requires rapid and 
efficient service by adeq tely uipped and capably op
erated tow trucks. The fa t th those persons now oper
a ting these businesses are ot ffectively regulated under 
existing law makes it neces y that more complete reg
ulation is instituted and ad inistered to make the high
ways safer for the use of th eneral public and to assure 
that adequate, economica a d efficient service, at rea
sonable charges without unj st discrimination, undue 
preferences or advanta es, a unfair or destructive 
competitive practices, revails in the public interest. 
(1977 ex.s. c 167 § I.) 

46.61.563 Towin operators Definitions. As used 
in this chapter, the following term_ shall have the fol
lowing meanings nless the cont t clearly requires 
otherwise: 

(1) "Commiss·on" means the sta e commission on 
equipment as de ned in RCW 46.37.0 5; 

(2) "Person" means an individual, m, partnership, 
corporation, c pany, association, or th ·r lessees, trust
ees, or receiv s; 

(3) "High ay" means the entire widt between the 
boundary Ii es of every way publicly mai tained when 
any part t reof is open to the use of the p lie for pur
poses of v icular travel; 

(4) "T, wing operator" means every pers 
gages in the towing of vehicles and motor ve 'cles on a 
highwa by means of equipment affixed to a specially 
constr cted tow truck complying with the e ipment 
speci cations and standards promulgated by t 
miss· n; and 

( "Tow truck" means a specially constructe 
eq tpped motor vehicle for towing vehicles an not 
ot erwise used in transporting goods for compensa ion. 
[ 977 ex.s. c 167 § 2.) 
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.61.564 Towing operators--Unlaw(ul acts. \ 
shal be unlawful for any person to operate as a towi g 
opera or on a highway of this state contrary to the P, o
vision of this chapter or the regulations promulg ed 
pursua t thereto'. [ 1977 ex.s. c 167 § 3.) 

46.61. 65 Officers authorized to remove cert n ve
hicles. A police officer may take custody of a ehicle 
and provi for its prompt removal to a place safety 
under any the following circumstances: 

(l) When ver any police officer finds a vehi le stand-
-1- ing upon the roadway in violation of any of he provi

sions of R W 46.61.560, the officer 1s hereby 
authorized to rovide for the removal of t vehicle or 
require the driv r or other person in charg of the vehi
cle to move the hicle to a position off th roadway. 

(2) Whenever ny police officer finds vehicle unat
tended upon any ighway where the ve cle constitutes 
an obstruction to t ffic or jeopardizes blic safety. 

(3) Whenever a lice officer finds unattended ve-
hicle at the scene o an accident or en the driver of 
any vehicle involved i an accident is hysically or men
tally incapable, or too intoxicated, t decide upon steps 
to be taken to protect tis or her pro erty. 

(4) Whenever the dn er of a v icle is arrested and 
taken into custody by a olice o ficer, and the driver, 
because of intoxication or otherw se, is mentally incapa
ble of deciding upon steps be ken to safeguard his or 
her property. 

(5) Whenever a police f cer discovers a vehicle 
which he determines to be a olen vehicle. 

(6) Nothing in this secti shall derogate from the 
powers of police officers un r he common law. For the 
purposes of this section, a lac . of safety may include 
the business location of a egist · ed disposer as defined 
in RCW 46.52.102. [ I 97 ex.s. c 178 § 21; 1977 ex.s. c 
167 § 4; 1965 ex.s. c 15 § 65.] 

Se.erability-1979 
46.61.S90. 

46.61.567 State atrol--Remov I or vehicles di
rectly or by towing operators-Lie (or costs of re-
moval and storag Appeal. The ashington state 
patrol, under its thority to remove v icles from the 
highway, may r ove the vehicles dir ctly, through 
towing operator appointed by the co mission and 
called on a rot ional or other basis, thro h contracts 
with towing o erators, or by a combinat n of these 
methods. Wh removal is to be accomplishe through a 
towing opera r on a noncontractual basis, t commis
sion may aH oint any towing operator for tht purpose 
upon the a lication of the operator. Each app intment 
shall be c tingent upon the submission of an pplica
tion to t commission and the making of sub equent 
reports i such form and frequency and complian with 
such sta dards of equipment, performance, pricin and 
practic as may be required by rule of the commis ·on. 

An ppointment may be rescinded by the commis ion 
at th request of the Washington state patrol upon evi
denc that the appointed towing operator is not comply
ing ith the laws or rules relating to the removal and 

I L.(191Ed.) 

S ability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note fo t~g R~W 
. 1.S90. 

46.61.570 Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in 
specified places-Reserving portion or highway pro
hibited. (I) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions 
of a police officer or official traffic control device, no 
person shall: 

(a) Stop, stand, or park a vehicle: 
(i) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or 

parked at the edge or curb of a street; 
(ii) On a sidewalk or street planting strip; 
(iii) Within an intersection; 
(iv) On a crosswalk; 
(v) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or 

within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately op
posite the ends of a safety zone, unless official signs or 
markings indicate a different no-parking area opposite 
the ends of a safety zone; 

(vi) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or 
obstruction when stopping, standing, or parking would 
obstruct traffic; 

(vii) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon 
a highway or within a highway tunnel; 

(viii) On any railroad tracks; 
(ix) In1 the area between roadways of a divided high

way including crossovers; or 
(x) At any place where official signs prohibit 

stopping. 
(b) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 

except momentarily to pick up or discharge a passenger 
or passengers: 

(i) In front of a public or private driveway or within 
five feet of the end of the curb radius leading thereto; 

(ii) Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant; 
(iii) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk; 
(iv) Within thirty feet upon the approach to any 

flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic control 
signal located at the side of a roadway; 

(v) Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to 
any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the 
entrance to any fire station within seventy-five feel of 
said entrance when properly signposted; or 

(vi) At any place where official signs prohibit 
standing. 

(c) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except 
temporarily for the purpose of and while actually en
gaged in loading or unloading property or passengers: 

rrnte 46 RCW-p 1631 
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(i) Within fifty feet of the nearest r~il of a railroad 
crossing; or 

(ii) At any place where official signs prohibit parking. 
(2) Parking or standing shall be permitted in the 

manner provided by law at all other places except a time 
limit may be imposed or parking restricted at other 
places but such limitation and restriction shall be by city 
ordinance or county resolution or order of the secretary 
of transportation upon highways under their respective 
jurisdictions. 

(3) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under 
his or her control into any such prohibited area or away 
from a curb such a distance as is unlawful. 

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to reserve or 
attempt to reserve any portion of a highway for the pur
pose of stopping, standing, or parking to the exclusion of 
any other like person, nor shall any person be granted 
such right. (1977 ex.s. c 151 § 40; 1975 c 62 § 35; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 66.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Federal requirements--Sewerabillty-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 
Sewerability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.S7S Additional parking regulations. (1) Except 
as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle 
stopped or parked upon a two-way roadway shall be so 
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels parallel to 
and within twelve inches of the right-hand curb or as 
close as practicable to the right edge of the right-hand 
shoulder. 

(2) Except when otherwise provided by local ordi
nance, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a one:.__way 
roadway shall be so stopped or parked parallel to the 
curb or edge of the roadway, in the direction of author
ized traffic movement, with its right-hand wheels within 
twelve inches of the right-hand curb or as close as prac
ticable to the right edge of the right-hand shoulder, or 
with its left-hand wheels within twelve inches of the 
left-hand curb or as close as practicable to the left edge 
of the left-hand shoulder. 

t Local authorities may by ordinance or resoluti_ 
perm, angle parking on any roadway, except that gle 
parking hall not be permitted on any federal id or 
state higli ay unless the secretary of transpor: tion has 
determined order that the roadway is f sufficient 
width to perm angle parking withou "nterfering with 
the free movemen f traffic. 

(4) The secretary 'th respect o highways under his 
or her jurisdiction may lace ficial traffic control de
vices prohibiting, limiting r restricting the stopping, 
standing, or parking of ehic on any highway where 
the secretary has d ermined b rder, such stopping, 
standing, or par · g is dangerous those using the 
highway or w re the stopping, standin , r parking of 
vehicles wo <i unduly interfere with the fre ovement 
of traffi thereon. No person shall stop, stand, park 
any v icle in violation of the restrictions indicate by 
sue devices. (1977 ex.s. c 151 § 41; 1975 c 62 § 
1 5 ex.s. c 155 § 67.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1641 

eral requirements--Senrability-1977 ex.s. c 
7.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.S80 Special parking privileges for certain dis
abled persons-Display of card, decal, or special li
cense plate---Prohibited areas. Any person who has 
lost both of his or her lower extremities, or who has lost 
the normal or full use thereof, or who is so severely dis
abled as to be unable to move without the aid of 
crutches or a wheelchair, or who has lost both hands, 
shall be allowed to park a vehicle being used to transport 
such person for unlimited periods of time in parking 
zones or areas which are otherwise restricted as to the 
length of time parking is permitted. This section shall 
have no application to those zones or areas in which the 
stopping, parking, or standing of all vehicles is prohib
ited or which are reserved for special types of vehicles. 
Such a person shall not be permitted the foregoing priv
ilege unless he or she obtains and displays a special card, 
a decal, or a special license plate attached to the vehicle, 
as provided in RCW 46.16.380 as now or hereafter 
amended. (1979 ex.s. c 27 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 102 
§ 2; 1975 1st ex.s. c 297 § 2; 1961 c 128 § 2. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.340.) 

46.61.S8S Winter recreational parking areas-
Special permit required. Except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or 
the directions of a police officer or official traffic control 
device, no person shall park a vehicle in an area desig
nated by an official sign that it is a winter recreational 
parking area unless such vehicle displays, in accordance 
with regulations adopted by the parks and recreation 
commission, a special winter recreational area parking 
permit. (1975 1st ex.s. c 209 § 5.) 

Sewerability-1975 1st ex.s. c 209: See note following RCW 
43.51.290. 
Winter recreational parking areas: RCW 43.51.290 through 43.51.340. 

46.61.S87 Winter recreational parking areas-
Penalty--Permit to be issued upon payment of fine. 
Any violation of RCW 43.51.320 or 46.61.585 or any 
rule promulgated by the parks and recreation commis
sion to enforce the provisions thereof shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars plus court 
costs, and said fine shall be deposited in the winter rec
reational parking account. Upon payment of the fine, a 
special winter recreational parking permit for the calen
dar year in which the violation occurs shall be issued by 
the commission to the owner of the vehicle subject to 
compliance with the rules and regulations governing the 

(1981 Ed.) 
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issuance of such permit. [ I 977 c 57 § I; 1975 1st ex.s. c 
209 § 6.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penal:y schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 1st ex.s. c 209: Sec note following RCW 

43.51.290. 

46.61.590 Unattended motor vehicle--Removal 
from highway. It is unlawful for the operator of a vehicle 
to leave the vehicle unattended within the limits of any 
highway unless the operator of the vehicle arranges for 
the prompt removal of the vehicle. [ 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 
1.) 

Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 178: "If any provision of this 1979 act 
or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the re• 
mainder of the act or the application of the provision to other persons 
or circumstances is not affected." (1979 ex.s. c 178 § 23.) 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES 

46.61.600 Unattended motor vehicle. (1) No person 
driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to 
stand unattended without first stopping the engine, lock
ing the ignition, removing the key and effectively setting 
the brake thereon and, when standing upon any percep
tible grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or side 
of the highway. 

(2) The most recent driver of a motor vehicle which 
the driver has left standing unattended, who learns that 
the vehicle has become set in motion and has struck an
other vehicle or property, or has caused injury to any 
person, shall comply with the requirements of: 

(a) RCW 46.52.010 if his vehicle strikes an unat
tended vehicle or property adjacent to a public highway; 
or 

(b) RCW 46.52.020 if his vehicle causes damage to 
an attended vehicle or other property or injury to any 
person. 

(3) Any person failing to comply with subsection 
(2)(b) of this section shall be subject to the sanctions set 
forth in RCW 46.52.020. [ 1980 c 97 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 68.) 

Effecthe date---1980 c 97: See note following RCW 46.52.020. 

46.61.605 Limitations on backing. (I) The driver of a 
vehicle shall not back the same unless such movement 
can be made with safety and without interfering with 
other traffic. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same 
upon any shoulder or roadway of any limited access 
highway. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 69.) 

Ru/es of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JT/R 6.2. 

46.61.606 Driving on sidewalk prohibited--Excep
tion. No person shall drive any vehicle upon a sidewalk 
or sidewalk area except upon a permanent or duly auth
orized temporary driveway. [ 1975 c 62 § 45.] 

Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.608 Operating motorcycles on roadways laned 
for traffic. (I) All motorcycles arc entitled to full use of 

U98t Ed.) 

a lane and no motor vehicle shall be driven in such a 
manner as to deprive any motorcycle of the full use of a 
lane. This subsection shall not apply to motorcycles op
erated two abreast in a single lane. 

(2) The operator of a motorcycle shall not overtake 
and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being 
overtaken. 

(3) No person shall operate a motorcycle between 
lanes of traffic or between adjacent lines or rows of 
vehicles. 

(4} Motorcycles shall not be operated more than two 
abreast in a single lane. 

(5) Subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall not 
apply to police officers in the performance of their offi
cial duties. (1975 c 62 § 46.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.610 Riding on motorcycles. A person operating 
a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and 
regular seat attached thereto, and such operator shall 
not carry any other person nor shall any other person 
ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed 
to carry more than one person, in which event a passen
ger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if de
signed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly 
attached to the motorcycle at the rear or side of the op
erator: Provided, however, That the motorcycle must 
contain foot pegs, of a type approved by the equipment 
commission, for each person such motorcycle is designed 
to carry. (1975 c 62 § 37; 1967 c 232 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 70.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

Equipment regulations for motorcycles: RCW 46.37.530, 46.37.535. 
Mopeds: RCW 46.16.630, 46.61. 710, 46.61. 720. 

46.61.611 Riding on motorcycles--Maximum 
height for handlebars. No person shall operate on a pub
lic highway a motorcycle in which the handlebars or 
grips are more than fifteen inches higher than the seat 
or saddle for the operator. (1967 c 232 § 6.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.612 Riding on motorcycles-Both feet not to 
be on same side. No person shall ride a motorcycle in a 
position where both feet are placed on the same side of 
the motorcycle. [ I 96 7 c 23 2 § 7.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.613 Riding on motorcycles--Temporary sus
pension of restrictions for parades or public· demonstra
tions. The provisions of RCW 46.37.530 and 46.61.610 
through 46.61.612 may be temporarily suspended by the 
chief of the Washington state patrol, or his designee, 
with respect to the operation of motorcycles within their 
respective jurisdictions in connection with a parade or 
public demonstration. [ 1967 c 232 § 8.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

rr1tle 46 RCW-p 165I 
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46.61.614 Riding on motorcycles--Clinging to 
other ve~icles. No· person riding upon a motorcycle shall 
attach himself or the motorcycle to any other vehicle on 
a roadway. [1975 c 62 § 47.) 

Rules of eourt: Monetary penalty tcbedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se\'erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.61:615 Obstructions to driver's view or driving 
mechamsm. ( 1) No person shall drive a vehicle when it is 
so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such a 
number of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the 
view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or 
as to interfere with the driver's· control over the driving 
mechanism of the vehicle . 
. (2) No _passenger !n a vehicle shall ride in such posi

tion as to interfere with the driver's view ahead or to the 
sides, or to interfere with his control over the driving 
mechanism of the vehicle. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 71.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty scbedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.620 Opening and closing vehicle doors. No per
son shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side 
adjacent to moving traffic unless and until it is reason
ably safe to do so, and can be done without interfering 
with the movement of 0th.er traffic, nor shall any person 
leav~ a door open on t_he side of a vehicle adjacent to 
moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary 
to load or unload passengers. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 72.) 

46.61.625 Riding in trailers. No person or persons 
shall_ oe<:upy any trailer while it is being moved upon a 
p_u~hc h1ghwa~, except_ a person occupying a proper po
s1t1on for steering a trailer designed to be steered from a 
rear-end position. [1965_ ex.s. c 155 § 73.) 

46.61.630 Coasting prohibited. (1) The driver of any 
motor vehi~le when traveling upon a down grade shall 
not coast with the gears of such vehicle in neutral. 

(2) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle when 
traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the 
clutch disengaged. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 74.) 

46.61.635 Following fire apparatus prohibited. The 
driver of any vehicle other than one on official business 
shall not follow any fire apparatus traveling in response 
to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or stop such 
vehicle within five hundred feet of any fire apparatus 
stopped in answer to a fire alarm. [1975 c 62 § 38; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 75.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty scbedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Sewerability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

46.61.640 Crossing fire hose. No vehicle shall be 
driven ~ver any unprotected hose of a fire department 
when laid down on any street, or private driveway, to be 
used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of 
the fire department official in command. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 76.) 

46.61.645 Throwing or depositing glass, etc., on 
highway prohibited--Removal. ( 1) No person shall 

(Title 46 RCW-p 166) 

throw or deposit upon any highway any glass bottle, 
glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans or any other substance 
likely to injure any person, animal or vehicle upon such 
highway. . 

(2) Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped 
or thrown, upon any highway any destructive or injuri
ous material shall immediately remove the same or 
cause it to be removed. 

(3) Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehi
cle from a highway shall remove any glass or other inju
rious substance dropped upon the highway from such 
vehicle. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 77.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.655 Permitting escape of load materials. No 
vehicle shall be driven or moved on any public highway 
unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to pre
vent any of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking or 
otherwise escaping therefrom, except that sand may be 
dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or water or 
other substance may be sprinkled on a roadway in the 
cleaning or maintaining of such roadway by public au
thority having jurisdiction.· Any person operating a vehi
cle from which any glass or objects have fallen or 
escaped, which would constitute an obstruction or injure 
a vehicle or otherwise endanger travel upon such public 
highway shall immediately cause the public highway to 
be cleaned of all such glass or objects and shall pay any 
costs therefor. [1971 ex.s. c 307 § 22; 1965 ex.s. c 52 § 
l; 1961 c 12 § 46.56.135. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 3, part; 
1937 c 189 § 44, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-44, 
part. Formerly RCW 46.56.135.] 

Rules of eourt: Monetary penalty scbedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Sewerability-1971 ex.s. c 307: See RCW 70.93.900. 

46.61.660 Carrying persons or animals on outside 
part of vehicle. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any living animal on the running board, fend
ers, hood, or other outside part of any vehicle unless 
suitable harness, cage or enclosure be provided and so 
attached as to protect such animal from falling or being 
thrown therefrom. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any persons upon the running board, fenders, 
hood or other outside part of any vehicle, except that 
this provision shall not apply to authorized emergency 
vehicles. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.56.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 
115; RRS § 6360-115. Formerly RCW 46.56.070.) 

46.61.665 Embracing another while driving. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle 
upon the highways of this state when such person has in 
his or her embrace another person which prevents the 
free and unhampered operation of such vehicle. Opera
tion of a motor vehicle in violation of this section is 
prima facie evidence of reckless driving. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 89; 1961 c 12 § 46.56.100. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 
117; RRS § 6360-117; 1927 c 309 § 49; RRS § 
6362-49. Formerly RCW 46.56.100.) 

Effectiwe date---Sewerability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol• 
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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46.61.670 Driving with wheels off roadway. It shall 
be unlawful to operate or drive any vehicle or combina
tion of vehicles over or along any pavement or gravel or 
crushed rock surface on a public highway with one wheel 
or all of the wheels off the roadway thereof, except as 
permitted by RCW 46.61.428 or for the purpose of 
stopping off such roadway, or having stopped thereat, 
for proceeding back onto the pavement, gravel ·or 
crushed rock surface thereof. [ 1977 ex.s. c 39 § 2; 1961 
c 12 § 46.56.130. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 96; RRS § 
6360-96. Formerly RCW 46.56.130.) 

46.61.675 Causing or permitting vehicle to be unlaw
fully operated. It shall be unlawful for the owner, or any 
other person, in employing or otherwise directing the 
operator of any vehicle to require or knowingly to permit 
the operation of such vehicle upon any public highway in 
any manner contrary to the law. [1961 c 12 § 46.56.200. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 148; RRS § 6360-148. Formerly 
RCW 46.56.200.) 

46.61.680 Lowering passenger motor vehicle below 
legal clearance--Penalty. It is unlawful to operate any 
passenger motor vehicle which has been modified from 
the original design so that any portion of such passenger 
vehicle other than the wheets· has less clearance from the 
surface of a level roadway than the clearance between 
the roadway and the lowermost portion of any rim of 
any wheel the tire on which is in contact with such 
roadway. 

Violation of the provisions of this section is a traffic 
infraction. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 90; 1961 c 151 § 1. 
Formerly RCW 46.56.220.] 

Effective date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.685 Leaving children unattended in standing ve
hicle with motor running--Penalty. It shall be unlaw
ful for any person, while operating or in charge of a 
vehicle, to park or wilfully allow such vehicle to stand 
upon a public highway or in a public place with its mo
tor running, leaving a minor child or children under the 
age of sixteen years unattended therein. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon a second or sub
sequent conviction for a violation of the provisions of 
this section, the court shall, in addition to such fine or 
imprisonment as provided by law, revoke the operator's 
license of such person. [ 1961 c 151 § 2. Formerly RCW 
46.56.230.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 

Leaving children unattended in parked automobile while entering tav
ern. etc.: RCW 9.91.060. 

(1981 Ed.) 
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municipal corporation empowered to operate toll 
ci ies, at the entrance to which appropriate signs ave 
bee erected to notify traffic that it is entering a I fa
cility its approaches and is subject to the pa ent of 
tolls at e designated station for collecting ls, com
mits a tra 1c infraction if: 

(1) He r uses to pay, evades, or atte pts to evade 
the payment such tolls, or uses or att pts to use any 
spurious or co terfeit tickets, coup s, or tokens for 
payment of any s ch tolls, or 

(2) He turns, or ttempts to tu , the vehicle around 
in the bridge, tunnel, oading ter. inal, approach, or toll 
plaza where signs ha been erected forbidding such 
turns, or 

(3) He refuses to pass hrough the toll gates after 
having come within th a a where signs have been 
erected notifying traf c tha it is entering the area 
where toll is collecti e or whe vehicles may not turn 
around and where ehicles are r ired to pass through 
the toll gates fo the purpose of lecting tolls. (1979 
ex.s. c 136 § l; 1961 c 259 § Formerly RCW 
46.56.240.] 

Effecti,e te---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 1 
lowing RC 46.63.010. 

Se,e ility-1961 c 259: "If any provision of this , or its ap-
plicati to any person or circumstance is held invalid, th remainder 
of t act, or the application of the provision to other perso s or cir
cu stances is not affected.• [ I 961 c 259 § 2.] 

46.61.700 Parent or guardian shall not authorize or 
permit violation by a child or ward. The parent of any 
child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize 
or knowingly permit any such child or ward to violate 
any of the provisions of this chapter. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
78.) 

Redser's note: This section was enacted just prior to sections per
taining to operation of bicycles and play vehicles and was accordingly 
so codified in 196S. Other sections subsequently enacted have been 
codified under the numbers remaining between RCW 46.61.700 and 
46.61.7S0. The section appears in the Uniform Vehicle Code (1962) as 
part of the first section of Article XII--Operation of Bicycles and 
Play Vehicles. 
Captions used herein, not part of the law: RCW 46.61.990. 

· Unlawful to allow unauthorized child or ward to drive: RCW 
46.20.343. 

46.61.710 Mopeds--General requirements and op
eration. (1) No person shall operate a moped upon the 
highways of this state uriless the moped has been as
signed a moped registration number and displays a mo
ped permit in accordance with the provisions of RCW 
46.16.630. ' 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
moped may not be· operated on a bicycle path or trail, 
bikeway, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail. 

(3) Operation of a moped on a fully controlled limited 
access highway or on a sidewalk is unlawful. 

(4) Removal of any muffling device or pollution con
trol device from a moped is unlawful. (1979 ex.s. c 213 § 
8.) 

46.61.720 Mopeds--Safety standards. Mopeds 
shall comply with those federal motor vehicle safety 

rmte 46 RCW-p 167) 

·, .,. -:..: 
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standards established under the national traffic vehicle 
safety act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. Sec. 1381, et. seq.) which 
are applicable to a motor-<iriven cycle, as that term is 
defined in such federal standards. [1979 ex.s. c 213 § 9.) 

Mopeds 
drivers' licenses, motorcycle endorsement, moped exemption: 

RCW 46.20.500. 
registration: RCW 46.16.630. 

OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY 
VEHICLES 

Effect of regulations-Penalty. (1 tis 
infraction for any person to do any a orbid-

Rules of court: etary penalty schedule-JTI 
Effective e----Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: 

lowing RC 46.63.010. 
Bicycle efined: RCW 46.04.071. 

W 46.61-

46.61.755 Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicy
cles. Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall 
be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of 
the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this 
chapter, except as to special regulations in RCW 46.61-
.750 through 46.61.780 and except as to those provisions 
of this chapter which by their nature can have no appli
cation. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 80.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penaltj schcdul:-lTIR;,-6-.2. 
#h,/ol. 751 5Ee :5«.P/>Jfe/'Jl1~lfl 

46.61.760 Riding on bicycles. (I) A person propelling 
a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a per
manent and regular seat attached thereto. 

(2) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at 
one time than the number for which it is designed and 
equipped. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 81.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.765 Clinging to \'ehicles. No person riding upon 
any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle 
shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle upon a 
roadway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 82.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdule-JTIR 6.2. 

rritle 46 RCW-p 168) 

46.61.775 Carrying articles. No person operating a 
bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which 
prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon 
the handle bars. [ l 965 ex.s. c 155 § 84.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.780 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles. 
(I) Every bicycle when in use during the hours of dark
ness as defined in RCW 46.37.020 shall be equipped 
with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light 
visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to 
the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment which 
shall be visible from all distances from one hundred feet 
to six hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of 
lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A 
lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five 
hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition to the 
red reflector. 

(2) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake 
which will enable the operator to make the braked 
wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. [ 1975 c 62 § 
39; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 85.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.7S.0I0. 

1.990 Recodification of sections-Organi -
tion o chapter----Construction. Sections 1 throu . 
and 54 rough 86 of this amendatory act are oed to 
chapter , Laws of 1961 and shall constit e a new 
chapter in itle 46 of the Revised Code of ashington 
and sections , 55 and 63 as herein ame ed and RCW 
46.48.012, 46. .014, 46.48.015, 46.4 16, 46.48.023, 
46.48.025, 46.48. 26, 46.48.041, 46 .046, 46.48.050, 
46.48.060, 46.48.0 , 46.48.110, .48.120, 46.48.150, 
46.48.160, 46.48.34 46.56.030 46.56.070, 46.56.100, 
46.56.130, 46.56.135, 6.56.1 , 46.56.200, 46.56.210, 
46.56.220, 46.56.230, 4 56 40, 46.60.260, 46.60.270, 
46.60.330, 46.60.340 shall e recodified as and be a part 
of said chapter. The sec ons f the new chapter shall be 
organized under the lowing aptions: "OBEDIENCE 
TO AND EFFEC OF TRA IC LAWS", "TRAF
FIC SIGNS, SI ALS AND RKINGS", "DRIV
ING ON GHT SIDE OF ROADWAY
OVERTAK G AND PASSI -USE OF 
ROADW ", "RIGHT OF WAY, "PEDESTRI-
ANS' GHTS AND DUTIES", "TU NING AND 
ST A ING AND SIGNALS ON STO ING AND 
TU NING", "SPECIAL STOPS RE UIRED", 
" EED RESTRICTIONS", "RECKLESS D IVING, 

RIVING WHILE INTOXICATED AND GU-
GENT HOMICIDE BY VEHICLE", "STOPP 

(1981 Ed.) 
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Chapter 46.63 

DISPOSITION OF TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS 

Sections 
46.63.010 
46.63.020 

46.63.020 

46.63.030 
46.63.040 
46.63.050 
46.63.060 

46.63.070 

46.63.080 
46.63.090 

46.63.100 
46.63.110 
46.63.110 
46.63.120 

46.63.130 
46.63.140 

46.63.150 
46.63.151 

Legislative intent. 
Violations as traffic infractions--Exceptions (as 

amended by 1981 c 19). 
Violations as traffic infractions--Exceptions (as 

amended by 1981 c 318). 
Notice of traffic infraction--lssuance. 
Jurisdiction of courts. 
Training of judicial officers. 
Notice of traffic infraction--Determination final un

less contested--Form. 
Response to notice of traffic infraction-Contesting 
determination--Hearing--Failure to respond or 
appear. 

Hearings--Rules of procedure-Counsel. 
Hearings-Contesting determination that infraction 

committed--Appeal. 
Hearings--Explanation of mitigating circumstances. 
Monetary penalties (as amended by 1981 c 19). 
Monetary penalties (as amended by 1981 c 330). 
Order of court--Civil nature--Waiver, reduction, 

suspension of penalty-Community service in lieu of 
penalty. 

Issue of process by court of limited jurisdiction. 
Presumption regarding stopped, standing, or parked 

vehicles. 
Costs and attorney's fees. 
Costs and attorney fees. 

Traffic infraction cases involving juveniles under age sixteen: RCW 
13.40.250. 

46.63.010 Legislative intent. It is the legislative intent 
in the adoption of this chapter in decriminalizing certain 
traffic offenses to promote the public safety and welfare 
on public highways and to facilitate the implementation 
of a uniform and expeditious system for the disposition 
of traffic infractions. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 1.) 

(1981 Ed.) 

criminal offense, except for an offense contained in the followin 
p visions of this title or a violation of an equivalent administrati 
re lation or local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution: 

( RCW 46.09.120(2) relating to the operation of a nonhigh ay 
vehic while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or a contr lied 
substa ce; 

(2) CW 46.09.130 relating to operation of nonhighway veh" Jes; 
(3) W 46.10.090(2) relating to the operation of a sn mobile 

while un er the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotics r habit
forming d ugs or in a manner endangering the person of an her; 

(4) RC 46.10.130 relating to the operation of snowmo iles; 
(5) Chap er 46.12 RCW relating to certificates of o nership and 

registration; 
(6) RCW 6.20.02i relating to driving without 

license; 
(7) RCW 46. 0.336 relating to the unlawful posse ion and use of a 

driver's license; 
(8) RCW 46.2 342 relating to driving with a s pended or revoked 

license; 
(9) RCW 46.20.4 0 relating to the violation of restrictions of an oc

cupational driver's lie se; 
(10) RCW 46.20.4 relating to the opera on of a motor vehicle 

with a suspended or rev ked license; 
( 11) Chapter 46.29 R W relating to finan al responsibility; 
(12) RCW 46.44.180 elating to operati n of mobile home pilot 

vehicles; 
(13) RCW 46.48.175 re ting to the t ansportation of dangerous 

articles; 
(14) RCW 46.52.010 relatt g to duty n striking an unattended car 

or other property; 
{IS) RCW 46.S2.020 relatin to duty n case of injury to or death of 

a person or damage to an attend d veh· le; 
(16) RCW 46.52.090 relating re rts by repairmen, storagemen, 

and appraisers; 
(17) RCW 46.S2.100 relating to 

quor or drugs; 
(18) RCW 46.52.108 relating t 

hulks; 
(19) RCW 46.52.130 relating 

to be furnished to an insurance mpan and an employer; 
(20) RCW 46.S2.210 relatin to aban ned vehicles or hulks; 
(21) RCW 46.61.01S relati g to obed1 nee to police officers, flag

men, or fire fighters; 
(22) RCW 46.61.020 rel ting to refusa to give information to or 

cooperate with an officer; 
(23) RCW 46.61.022 r ating to failure t stop and give identifica

tion to an officer; 
(24) RCW 46.61.024 elating to attempting o elude pursuing police 

vehicles; 
(2S) RCW 46.61.S relating to reckless drivi g; 
(26) RCW 46.61. 02 and 46.61.S04 relating 

influence of intoxi ing liquor or drugs; 
(27) RCW 46. l .S20 relating to negligent 

vehicle; 
(28) RCW 46. l .S25 relating to negligent driving, 
(29) RCW 4 61.S30 relating to racing of vehicles n highways; 
(30) RCW .61.68S relating to leaving children an unattended 

vehicle with t motor running; 
(31) RCW 6.64.010 relating to unlawful cancellatio of or attempt 

to cancel a t affic citation; 
(32) RC 46.64.020 relating to nonappearance af r a written 

promise; 
(33) R W 46.64.048 relating to attempting, aiding, abet ·ng, coerc

ing, and ommitting crimes; 
(34) hapter 46.65 RCW relating to habitual traffic offen rs; 
(3S Chapter 46.70 RCW relating to unfair motor vehicle usiness 

pracf s, except where .that chapter provides for the assess ent of 
mon ary penalties of a civil nature; 

( 6) Chapter 46.72 RCW relating to the transportation of 
ger in for hire vehicles; 

37) Chapter 46.80 RCW relating to motor vehicle wreckers; 
(38) Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's training schools. 1981 
19 § I; 1980 c 148 § 7; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 2.) 

Se.erability--1981 c 19: "If any provision of this act or its a pli
cation to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainde of 
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Chapter 46.63 

DISPOSITION OF TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS 

Sections 
46.63.020 
46.63.060 

46.63.070 

46.63.110 

46.63.110 

Violations as traffic infractions-Exceptions. 
Notice of traffic infraction-Determination final un

less contested-Form. (Effective July I, 1984.) 
Response to notice of traffic infraction-Contesting 
determination-Hearing-Failure to respond or 
appear. (Effective July I, 1984.) 

Monetary penalties (as amended by 1982 1st ex.s. c 
12). 

Monetary penalties (as amended by 1982 1st ex.s. c 
14). (Effective July 1, 1984.) 

46.63.020 Violations as traffic infractions-Ex
ceptions. Failure to perform any act required or the per
formance of any act prohibited by this title or an 
equivalent administrative regulation or local law, ordi
nance, regulation, or resolution relating to traffic in
cluding parking, standing, stopping, and pedestrian 
offenses, is designated as a traffic infraction and may 
not be classified as a criminal offense, except for an of
fense contained in the following provisions of this title or 
a violation of an equivalent administrative regulation or 
local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution: 

(l) RCW 46.09.120(2) relating to the operation of a 
nonhighway vehicle while under the influence of intoxi
cating liquor or a controlled substance; 

(2) RCW 46.09.130 relating to operation of nonhigh
way vehicles; 

(3) RCW 46. 10.090(2) relating to the operation of a 
snowmobile while under the influence of intoxicating li
quor or narcotics or habit-forming drugs or in a manner 
endangering the person of another; 

( 4) RCW 46. l 0. l 30 relating to the operation of 
snowmobiles; 

(5) Chapter 46.12 RCW relating to certificates of 
ownership and registration; 

(6) RCW 46.16.160 relating to vehicle trip permits; 
(7) RCW 46.20.021 relating to driving without a valid 

driver's license; · 
(8) RCW 46.20.336 relating to the unlawful posses

sion and use of a driver's license; 
(9) RCW 46.20.342 relating to driving with a sus

pended or revoked license; 
( 10) RCW 46.20.410 relating to the violation of re

strictions of an occupational driver's license; 
( 11) RCW 46.20.420 relating to the operation of a 

motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked license; 
( 12) Chapter 46.29 RCW relating to financial 

responsibility; 
( 13) RCW 46.44.180 relating to operation of mobile 

home pilot vehicles; 

(14) RCW 46.48.175 relating to the transportation of 
dangerous articles; 

(15) RCW 46.52.010 relating to duty on striking an 
unattended car or other property; 

( 16) RCW 46.52.020 relating to duty in case of injury 
to or death of a person or damage to an attended 
vehicle; 

( 17) RCW 46.52.090 relating to reports by repair
men, storagemen, and appraisers; 

( 18) RCW 46.52. l 00 relating to driving under the in
fluence of liquor or drugs; 

( 19) RCW 46.52. l 08 relating to disposal of aban
doned vehicles or hulks; 

(20) RCW 46.52.130 relating to confidentiality of the 
driving record to be furnished to an insurance company 
and an employer; 

(21) RCW 46.52.210 relating to abandoned vehicles 
or hulks; 

(22) RCW 46.61.0 l 5 relating to obedience to police 
officers, flagmen, or fire fighters; 

(23) RCW 46.61.020 relating to refusal to give infor
mation to or cooperate with an officer; 

(24) RCW 46.61.022 relating to failure to stop and 
give identification to an officer; 

(25) RCW 46.61.024 relating to attempting to elude 
pursuing police vehicles; 

(26) RCW 46.61.500 relating to reckless driving; 
(27) RCW 46.61.502 and 46.61.504 relating to per

sons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs; 
(28) RCW 46.61.520 relating to negligent homicide 

by motor vehicle; 
(29) RCW 46.61.525 relating to negligent driving; 
(30) RCW 46.61.530 relating to racing of vehicles on 

highways; 
(31) RCW 46.61.685 relating to leaving children in 

an unattended vehicle with the motor running; 
(32) RCW 46.64.010 relating to unlawful cancellation 

of or attempt to cancel a traffic citation; 
(33) RCW 46.64.020 relating to nonappearance after 

a written promise; 
(34) RCW 46.64.048 relating to attempting, aiding, 

abetting, coercing, and committing crimes; 
(35) Chapter 46.65 RCW relating to habitual traffic 

offenders; 
(36) Chapter 46.70 RCW relating to unfair motor ve

hicle business practices, except where that chapter pro
vides for the assessment of monetary penalties of a civil 
nature; 

(37) Chapter 46.72 RCW relating to the transporta
tion of passengers in for hire vehicles; 

(38) Chapter 46.80 RCW relating to motor vehicle 
wreckers; 

(39) Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's training 
schools. [1982 c 10 § 12. Prior: 1981 c 318 § 2; 1981 c 
19 § I; 1980 C 148 § 7; 1979 eu. C 136 § 2.) 

Severability-1982 c IO: See note following RCW 6.12.100. 
Effective date---1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090. 
Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

11982 RCW Supp-page 3951 
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the act or the application or the provision to other persons or circum
stances is not affected.• (1981 c 19 § 7,) 

6.63.020 Violations as traffic infractions-Exceptions ( 
am ded by 1981 c 318). Failure to perform any act required or e 
peri rmance or any act prohibited by this title or an equivalent d
mini rative regulation or local law, ordinance, regulation, or reso tion 
relati to traffic including parking, standing, stopping, and pc<! trian 
offen is designated as a traffic infraction and may not be assified 
as a cri inal offense, except for an offense contained in the ollowing 
provision or this title or a violation or an equivalent ad inistrative 
regulation r local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolutio 

(I) RC 46.09.120(2) relating to the operation or nonhighway 
vehicle while under the influence or intoxicating liquor r a controlled 
substance; 

(2) RCW 4 09.130 relating to operation or nonhi way vehicles; 
(3) RCW 46 0.090(2) relating to the operatio or a snowmobile 

while under the fluence or intoxicating liquor or arcotics or habit
forming drugs or a manner endangering the per on or another; 

(4) RCW 46.10. 30 relating to the operation snowmobiles; 
(S) Chapter 46.1 RCW relating to certilic tes or ownership and 

registration; 
(6) RCW 46.16.16 relating to vehicle trip rmits; 
(7) RCW 46.20.02 relating to drivin without a valid driver's 

license; 
(8) RCW 46.20.336 re ting to the uni rut possession and use of a 

driver's license; 
(9) RCW 46.20.342 relat g to drivi with a suspended or revoked 

license; 
(10) RCW 46.20.410 relat g to e violation of restrictions or an 

occupational driver's license; 
(11) RCW 46.20.420 relatin the operation of a motor vehicle 

with a suspended or revoked lice 
(12) Chapter 46.29 RCW rel I g to financial responsibility; 
(13) RCW 46.48.17S relati g t the transportation or dangerous 

articles; 
(14) RCW 46.S2.010 relaf g to d ty on striking an unattended car 

or other property; 
(IS) RCW 46.S2.020 rel ting to duty 'n case of injury to or death of 

a person or damage to an ttended vehic ; 
(16) RCW 46.S2.090 elating to repor by repairmen, storagemen, 

and appraisers; 
(17) RCW 46.S2.I 

quor or drugs; 
(18) RCW 46.S2 30 relating to confidenti lity of the driving record 

to be furnished to n insurance company and employer; 
(19) RCW 46. 1.01S relating to obedience o police officers, flag

men, or fire figh ers; 
(20) RCW .61.020 relating to refusal to ve information to or 

cooperate wit an officer; . 
(21) RCW 46.61.022 relating to failure to stop nd give identifica

tion to an o cer; 
(22) RC 46.61.SOO relating to reckless driving; 
(23) R 46.61.502 and 46.61.504 relating to 

influence intoxicating liquor or drugs; 
(24) W 46.61.520 relating to negligent ho 

vehicle; 
(25) CW 46.61.52S relating to negligent driving; 
(26) CW 46.61.S30 relating to racing of vehicles on highways; 
(27 RCW 46.61.68S relating to leaving children in n unattended 

vehicl with the motor running; 
(2 ) RCW 46;64.020 relating to nonappearance aft r a written 

pro ise; 
( 9) RCW 46.64.048 relating to attempting, aiding. abet ing, coerc

ing and committing crimes; 
30) Chapter 46.6S RCW relating to habitual traffic offen ers; 
31) Chapter 46.70 RCW relating to unfair motor vehicle business 

p actices, except where that chapter provides for the assess ent or 
onetary penalties or a civil nature; 
(32) Chapter 46.72 RCW relating to the transportation of 

ers in for hire vehicles; 
(33) Chapter 46.80 RCW relating to motor vehicle wreckers; 
(34) Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's training schools. ( 981 

c 318 § 2; 1980c 148 § 7; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 2.) 

Reviser's note: RCW 46.63.020 was amended twice during the I 81 
regular session of the legislature, each without reference to the othe . 

[Title 46 RCW-p 170) 

46.63.030 Notice of traffic infraction-Issuance. 
(I) A law enforcement officer has the authority to issue 
a notice of traffic infraction when the infraction is com
mitted in the officer's presence or if an officer investi
gating at the scene of a motor vehicle accident has 
reasonable cause to believe that the driver of a motor 
vehicle involved in the accident has committed a traffic 
infraction. 

(2) A court may issue a notice of traffic infraction 
upon receipt of a written statement of the officer that 
there is reasonable cause to believe that an infraction 
was committed. 

(3) If any motor vehicle without a driver is found 
parked; standing, or stopped in violation of this title or 
an equivalent administrative regulation or local law, or
dinance, regulation, or resolution, the officer finding the 
vehicle shall take its registration number and may take 
any other information displayed on the vehicle which 
may identify its user, and shall conspicuously affix to the 
vehicle a notice of traffic infraction. [ 1980 -c 128 § 1 O; 
1979 ex.s. c 136 § 3.] 

Effective date---Severability--1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 
. Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.040 Jurisdiction of courts. (I) All violations of 
state law, local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution 
designated as traffic infractions in RCW 46.63.020 may 
be heard and determined by ·a district court, except as 
otherwise provided in this section. 

(2) Any municipal or police court has the authority to 
hear and determine traffic infractions pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(3) Any city or town with a municipal or police court 
may contract with the county to have traffic infractions 
committed within the city or town adjudicated by a dis
trict court. 

(4) District court commissioners have the authority to 
hear and determine traffic infractions pursuant to this 
chapter. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 §_ 6.] 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.050 Training of judicial officers. All judges 
and court commissioners adjudicating traffic infractions 
shall complete such training requirements as are pro
mulgated by the supreme court. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 7 .] 

(1981 Ed.) 
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~ (2) The form for the notice of traffic infraction sha 
prescribed by rule of the supreme court and shall i -
de the following: 
· ) A statement that the notice represents a dete 

nat1 n that a traffic infraction has been committe 
the rson named in the notice and that the deter ina
tion all be final unless contested as provided · this 
chaptc · 

(b) 
minal o ense for which imprisonment may n be im
posed as a sanction; that the penalty for a traffic 
infraction ay include sanctions against t e person's 
driver's Ii nse including suspension, rev. cation, or 
denial; 

(c) A stat ent. of the specific traffic nfraction for 
which the noti e was issued; 

(d) A state nt of the monetary pe tty established 
for the traffic in raction; 

(e) A statemen of the options provi d in this chapter 
for responding to he notice and the procedures neces
sary to exercise the e options; 

(0 A statement t t at any heari g to contest the de
termination the stat has the bur en of proving, by a 
preponderance of the vidence, t at the infraction was 
committed; and that tti person ay subpoena witnesses 
including the officer wh issued he notice of infraction; 

(g) A statement that a any earing requested for the 
purpose of explaining "tig ting circumstances sur
rounding the commission f the infraction the person 
will be deemed to have co mitted the infraction and 
may not subpoena witnesse , 

(h) A statement that t p rson must respond to the 
notice as provided in thi cha ter within seven days or 
the person's driver's lice se wil not be renewed by the 
department until any p nalties i posed pursuant to this 
chapter have been sati 1ed; 

(i) A statement th failure to a ear at a hearing re
quested for the puq~ se of contesti the determination 
or for the purpos of explaining itigating circum
stances will result · the refusal of th department to re
new the person' driver's license u ii any penalties 
imposed pursuan to this chapter have en satisfied; 

(j) A statem t, which the person sha: I sign, that the 
person promise to respond to the notice f infraction in 
one of the wa s provided in this chapter; 

(k) A stat ent that failure to respond 
infraction a promised is a misdemeanor 
punished b a fine or imprisonment in jail. 
§ I; 1979 x.s. c 136 § 8.] 

t:rrectiYe at-1980 c 128: "Sections I through 8 and 0 through 
16 of this ct shall take effect on January I, I 981, and sha apply to 
violation of the traffic laws committed on or after January I, 1981. 
Se~tion of this act is necessary for the immediate preservati of the 
public cc, health, and safety, the support of the state gove nment 
and it existing public institutions, and shall take effect immedi tely. • 
(I'll! c 128 § 18.) 

· · erability-1980 c 128: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plJ•· tion to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain er 
or he act or the application of the provision to other persons or c -
t m~tances is not affected." [1980c 128 § 17.) 

Hfectin date--Se•erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-
1,,,.ing RCW 46.63.010. 

SEE 
6.63.070 Response to notice of traffic infrac

tio,•.--'Lontesting determination-Hearing--Fai 
respond or appear. ( 1) Any person who receives a 

notic of traffic infraction shall respond to such notic as 
provid in this section within seven days of the dat of 
the noti e. 

(2) If the person determined to have committe the 
infraction does not contest the determination the erson 
shall respo d by completing the appropriate po~ ion of 
the notice o infraction and submitting it, either y mail 
or in person, to the court specified on the n tice. A 
check or mone order in the amount of the pe lty pre
scribed for the 1 fraction must be submitted w· h the re
sponse. When a response which does not ntest the 
determination is r eived, an appropriate or er shall be 
entered in the cou 's records, and a recor of the re
sponse and order sha l be furnished to the 
accordance with RC 46.20.270. 

(3) If the person d termined to have mmitted the 
infraction wishes to con est the determin tion the person 
shall respond by comple · ng the portio of the notice of 
infraction requesting a h ring and su mitting it, either 
by mail or in person, to th court spec fled on the notice. 
The court shall notify the rson in riling of the time, 
place, and date of the hearin and at date shall not be 
sooner than seven days from he te of the notice, ex
cept by agreement. 

(4) If the person determine o have committed the 
infraction does not contest the ermination but wishes 
to explain mitigating circumst c s surrounding the in
fraction the person shall respo d b completing the por
tion of the notice of infractio req sting a hearing for 
that purpose and submitting t, eithe by mail or in per
son, to the court specified o the noti e. The court shall 
notify the person in writin of the tim , place, and date 
of the hearing. 

(5) · (a) If any pers 
infraction: 

(i) Fails to respond o the notice of tr fie infraction 
as provided in subsecf n (2) of this sectio or 

(ii) Fails to appea at a hearing requeste pursuant to 
subsection (3) or (4 of this section; 
the court shall en r an appropriate order as ssing the 
monetary penalt prescribed for the traffic 1 fraction 
and any other enalty authorized by this cha ter and 
shall notify th department in accordance wit ti RCW 
46.20.270, of he failure to respond to the notice of in
fraction or t appear at a requested hearing. 

(b) The epartment may not renew the driver's Ii ense 
of any p son for whom the court has entered an o der 
pursuan to (a) of this subsection until any penalties m
posed rsuant to this chapter have been satisfied. [ 1 80 
c 128 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 9.] 

tbe date--Se,erability--1980 c 128: See notes follow g 
46.63.060. 

ffectbe date--Se•erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol 
lo ing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.080 Hearings--Rules of procedure
Counsel. ( 1) Procedures for the conduct of all hearings 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 1711 

' 
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46.63.060 Notice of traffic inf raction--Determi
nation final unless contested--Form. (Effective July 
I, 1984.) ( 1) A notice of traffic infraction represents a 
determination that an infraction has been committed. 
The determination will be final unless contested as pro
vided in this chapter. 

(2) The form for the notice of traffic infraction shall 
be prescribed by rule of the supreme court and shall in
clude the following: 

(a) A statement that the notice represents a determi
nation that a traffic infraction has been committed by 
the person named in the notice and that the determina
tion shall be final unless contested as provided in this 
chapter; 

(b) A statement that a traffic infraction is a noncri
minal offense for which imprisonment may not be im
posed as a sanction; that the penalty for a traffic 
infraction may include sanctions against the person's 
driver's license including suspension, revocation, or de
nial; that the penalty for a traffic infraction related to 
standing, stopping, or parking may include nonrenewal 
of the vehicle license; 

(c) A statement of the specific traffic infraction for 
which the notice was issued; 

(d) A statement of the monetary penalty established 
for the traffic infraction; 

(e) A statement of the options provided in this chapter 
for responding to the notice and the procedures neces
sary to exercise these options; 

(f) A statement that at any hearing to contest the de
termination the state has the burden of proving, by a 
preponderance of the evidence, that the infraction was 
committed; and that the person may subpoena witnesses 
including the officer who issued the notice of infraction; 

(g) A statement that at any hearing requested for the 
purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances sur
rounding the commission of the infraction the person 
will be deemed to have committed the infraction and 
may not subpoena witnesses; 

(h) A statement that the person must respond to the 
notice as provided in this chapter within seven days or 
the person's driver's license will not be renewed by the 
department until any penalties imposed pursuant to this 
chapter have been satisfied; 

(i) A statement that failure to appear at a hearing re
quested for the purpose of contesting the determination 
or for the purpose of explaining mitigating circum
stances will result in the refusal of the department to re
new the person's driver's license, or in the case of a 
standing, stopping, or parking violation the vehicle li
cense, until any penalties imposed pursuant to this chap
ter have been satisfied; 

(j) A statement, which the person shall sign, that the 
person promises to respond to the notice of infraction in 
one of the ways provided in this chapter; 

(k) A statement that failure to respond to a notice of 
infraction as promised is a misdemeanor and may be 
punished by a fine or imprisonment in jail. [ 1982 1st 
ex.s. c 14 § 2; 1980 c 128 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 8.) 

Effecti,e date---Se,erability-1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.16.215. 

(1982 RCW Supp-page 396) 

Effecthe date-1980 c 128: "Sections I through 8 and 10 through 
16 of this act shall take effect on January I, I 98 I, and shall apply to 
violations of the traffic laws committed on or after January I, 1981. 
Section 9 of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government 
and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect immediately.• 
(1980 C 128 § 18.) 

Se,erability-1980 c 128: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or cir
cumstances is not affected." (1980 c 128 § 17.) 

Effecti,e date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.070 Response to notice of traffic infrac-
. tion--Contesting determination-Hearing-Fail

ure to respond or appear. (Effective July I, 1984.) (1) 
Any persontwho receives a notice of traffic infraction 
shall respond to such notice as provided in this section 
within seven days of the date of the notice. 

(2) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the appropriate portion of 
the notice of infraction and submitting it, either by mail 
or in person, to the court specified on the notice. A 
check or money order in the amount of the penalty pre
scribed for the infraction must be submitted with the re
sponse. When a response which does not contest the 
determination is received, an appropriate order shall be 
entered in the court's records, and a record of the re
sponse and order shall be furnished to the department in 
accordance with RCW 46.20.270. 

(3) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction wishes to contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the portion of the notice of 
infraction requesting a hearing and submitting it, either 
by mail or in person, to the court specified on the notice. 
The court shall notify the person in writing of the time, 
place, and date of the hearing, and that date shall not be 
sooner than seven days from the date of the notice, ex
cept by agreement. 

( 4) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination but wishes 
to explain mitigating circumstances surrounding the in
fraction the person shall respond by completing the por
tion of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing for 
that purpose and submitting it, either by mail or in per
son, to the court specified on the notice. The court shall 
notify the person in writing of the time, place; and date 
of the hearing. 

(5) (a) If any person issued a notice of traffic 
infraction: 

(i) Fails to respond to the notice of traffic infraction 
as provided in subsection (2) of this section; or 

(ii) Fails to appear at a hearing requested pursuant to 
subsection (3) or (4) of this section; 
the court shall enter an appropriate order assessing the 
monetary penalty prescribed for the traffic infraction 
and any other penalty authorized by this chapter and 
shall notify the department in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270, of the failure to respond to the notice of in
fraction or to appear at a requested hearing. 

:: 
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(b) The department may not renew the driver's li
cense, or in the case of a standing, stopping, or parking 
violation the vehicle license, of any person for whom the 
court has entered an order pursuant to (a) of this sub
section until any penalties imposed pursuant to this 
chapter have been satisfied. For purposes of driver's li
cense nonrenewal only, the lessee of a vehicle shall be 
considered to be the person to whom a notice of a 
standing, stopping, or parking violation has been issued 
for such violations of the vehicle incurred while the ve
hicle was leased or rented under a bona fide commercial 
lease or rental agreement between a lessor engaged in 
the business of leasing vehicles and a lessee who is not 
the vehicle's registered owner, if the lease agreement 
contains a provision prohibiting anyone other than the 
lessee from operating the vehicle. Such a lessor shall, 
upon the request of the municipality issuing the notice of 
infraction, supply the municipality with the name and 
driver's license number of the person leasing the vehicle 
at the time of the infraction. [ l 982 l st ex.s. c 14 § 3; 
1980 c 128 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 9.] 

Effective date--Severability--1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.16.215. 

Effective date--Severability--1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effective date--Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-· 
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.110 Monetary penalties (as amended by 1982 1st ex.s. c 12). 
(I) A person found to have committed a traffic infraction shall be as
sessed a monetary penalty. No penalty may exceed two hundred and 
fifty dollars for each offense unless authorized by this chapter or title. 

(2) The supreme court may prescribe by rule a schedule of monetary 
penalties for designated traffic infractions. 

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to re
spond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction re
lates to parking as defined by local law, ordinance, regulation, or 
resolution or failure to pay a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to 
this chapter. A local legislative body may set a monetary penalty not 
to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond to a notice of traf
fic infraction relating to parking as defined by local law, ordinance, 
regulation, or resolution. The local court, whether a municipal, police, 
or district court, shall impose the monetary penalty set by the local 
legislative body. Any monetary penalty imposed under this subsection 
is not subject to the statutory assessments applicable to traffic offenses, 
including but not limited to the assessments required by RCW 46.81-
. 030, 43.101.210, 2.56.100, 3.62.080, and 13.40.260. 

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46.70 RCW which 
are civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of 
chapter 46.44 RCW relating to size, weight, and load of motor vehicles 
are not subject to the limitation on the amount of monetary penalties 
which may be imposed pursuant to this chapter. · 

(5) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by a court under this 
chapter it is immediately payable. If the person is unable to pay at that 
time the court may, in its discretion, grant an extension of the period 
in which the penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or be
fore the time established for payment the court shall notify the de
partment of the failure to pay the penalty, and the department may 
not renew the person's driver's license until the penalty has been paid 
and the penalty provided in subsection (3) of this section has been 
paid. 

(6) There shall be levied and paid into the general fund of the state 
treasury, a five--<lollar fee in addition to the monetary penalty imposed 
for a traffic infraction other than a parking, standing, stopping, or pe
destrian infraction. The fivc--001lar fee shall not be suspended by the 
court. (1982 1st ex.s. c 12 § I; 1982 c 10 § 13. Prior: 1981 c 330 § 7; 
1981 c 19 § 6; 19110 c 128 § 4; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 13.) 

---· ·-~-- ----·- ----·~--

46.63.110 Monetary penalties (as amended by 1982 1st ex.s. c 14). 
(Effecthe July 1, 1984.) (I) A person found to have committed a traf
fic infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty. No penalty may 
exceed two hundred and fifty dollars for each offense unless authorized 
by this chapter or title. 

(2) The supreme court may prescribe by rule a schedule of monetary 
penalties for designated traffic infractions. 

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to re
spond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction re
lates to overtime parking as defined by local law, ordinance, 
regulation, or resolution or failure to pay a monetary penalty imposed 
pursuant to this chapter. The monetary penalty for failure to respond 
to a notice of a traffic infraction relating to overtime parking as de
fined by local \aw, ordinance, regulation, or resolution shall be set by 
the local legislative body which originally enacted the local law, ordi
nance, regulation, or resolution creating the parking offense. The local 
court, whether a municipal, police, or district court may impose the 
monetary penalty set by the local legislative body. Such locally set 
monetary penalty is not subject to the assessments required by RCW 
46.81.030 and 43.101.210 and related court rules. 
. (4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46.70 RCW which 

are civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of 
chapter 46.44 RCW relating to size, weight, and load of motor vehicles 
are not subject to the limitation on the amount of monetary penalties 
which may be imposed pursuant to this chapter. 

(5) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by a court under this 
chapter it is immediately payable. If the person is unable to pay at that 
time the court may, in its discretion, grant an extension of the period 
in which the penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or be
fore the time established for payment the court shall notify the de
partment of the failure to pay the penalty and the department may not 
renew the person's driver's license, or in the case of a standing, stop
ping, or parking violation the vehicle license, until the penalty has been 
paid and the penalty provided in subsection (3) of this section has been 
paid. 

(6) There shall be levied and paid into the general fund of the state 
treasury, a five--001lar fee in addition to the monetary penalty imposed 
for a traffic infraction other than a parking, standing, stopping, or pe
destrian infraction. The five--0ollar fee shall not be suspended by the 
court. (1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 4; 1982 c 10 § 13. Prior: 1981 c 330 § 7; 
1981 c 19 § 6; 1980 c 128 § 4; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 13.J 

Reviser's note: RCW 46.63.110 was amended twice during the 1982 
first extraordinary session of the legislature, each without reference to 
the other. However, the amendment by chapter 14, Laws of 1982 1st 
ex. sess. is not effective until July 1, 1984. Until then, the amendment 
by chapter 12, Laws of 1982 1st ex. sess. controls. 

Thereafter, for rule of construction concerning sections amended 
more than once at any session of the same legislature, see RCW 
1.12.025. 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule---JTIR 6.2 

Effective date---Severability--1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.12.215. 

Severability--1982 c 10: Sec note following RCW 6.12.100 . 

Selerability--1981 c 330: See note following RCW 3.62.060. 

Severability--1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 

Effective date---Severability--1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effective date--Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Sections 
46.64.040 

= 

o vehicle for drivers license v10 
es implementing: RCW 46.20.435. 

-
11982 RCW Supp-page 397I 



~ .. • 
,, 1 >a • k--.:..- ....-

• • 46.63.080 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

provided for in this chapter may be established by rule 
of the supreme court. 

(2) Any person subject to proceedings under this 
chapter may be represented by counsel. 

(3) The attorney representing the state, county, city, 
or town may appear in any proceedings under this chap
ter but need not appear, notwithstanding any statute or 
rule of court to the contrary. [1981 c 19 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 10.J 

Severabillty--1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 
Effecti,e date--Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.090 Hearings--Contesting determination 
that infraction committed--Appeal. ( 1) A hearing held 
for the purpose of contesting the determination that an 
infraction has been committed shall be without a jury. 

(2) The court may consider the notice of traffic in
fraction and any other written report made under oath 
submitted by the officer who issued the notice or whose 
written statement was the basis for the issuance of the 
notice in lieu of the officer's personal appearance at the 
hearing. The person named in the notice may subpoena 
witnesses, including the officer, and has the right to 
present evidence and examine witnesses present in court. 

(3) The burden of proof is upon the state to establish 
the commission of the infraction by a preponderance of 
the evidence. 

(4) After consideration of the evidence and argument 
the court shall determine whether the infraction was 
committed. Where it has not been established that the 
infraction was committed an order dismissing the notice 
shall be entered in the court's records. Where it has been 
established that the infraction was committed an appro
priate order shall be entered in- the court's records. A 
record of the court's determination and order shall be 
furnished to the department in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270 as now or hereafter amended. 

(5) An appeal from the court's determination or order 
shall be to the superior court. The decision of the supe
rior court is subject only to discretionary review pursu
ant to Rule 2.3 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
[1980 c 128 § 3; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 11.) 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-· -1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effective date--Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Additional penalty assessment: RCW 256.100. 

46.63.100 Hearings--Explanation of mitigating 
circumstances. ·O) A hearing held for the purpose of al
lowing a person to explain mitigating circumstances sur
rounding the commission of an infraction shall be an 
informal proceeding. The person may not subpoena wit
nesses. The determination that an infraction has been 
committed may not be contested at a hearing held for 
the purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances. 

(2) After the court has heard the explanation of the 
circumstances surrounding the commission of the infrac
tion an appropriate order shall be entered in the court's 
records. A record of the court's determination and order 

(Title 46 RCW-p 172) 

shall be furnished to the department in accordance with 
RCW 46.20.270 as now or hereafter amended. 

(3) There may be no appeal from the court's determi
nation or order. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 12.) 

Effecthe date--Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol• 
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Additional penalty assessment: RCW 2.56.100. 

46.63.110 Monetary penalties (as amended by 1981 c 19). (I) A 
person found to have committed a traffic infraction shall be assessed a 
monetary penalty. No penalty may exceed two hundred and fifty dol
lars for each offense unless authorized by. this chapter or title. 

(2) The supreme court may prescribe by rule a schedule of monetary 
penalties for designated traffic infractions. 

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to re
spond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction re
lates to overtime parking as defined by local law, ordinance, 
regulation, or resolution or failure to pay a monetary penalty imposed 
pursuant to this chapter. The monetary penalty for failure to respond 
to a notice of a traffic infraction relating to overtime parking as de
fined by local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution shall be set by. 
the local legislative body which originally enacted the local law, ordi
nance, regulation, or resolution creating the parking offense. The local 
court, whether a municipal, police, or district court may impose the 
monetary penalty set by the local legislative body. Such locally set 
monetary penalty is not subject to the assessments required by RCW 
46.81.030 and 43.101.210 and related court rules. · 

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46.70 RCW which 
are civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of 
chapter 46.44 RCW relating to size, weight, and load of motor vehicles 
are not subject to the limitation on the amount of monetary penalties 
which may be imposed pursuant to this chapter. 

(5) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by a court under this 
chapter it is immediately payable. If the person is unable to pay at that 
time the court may, in its discretion, grant an extension of the period 
in which the penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or be
fore the time established for payment the court shall notify the de
partment of the failure to pay the penalty and the department may not 
renew the person's driver's license until the penalty has been paid and 
the penalty provided in •subsection (2) of this section has been paid. 
(1981 C 19 § 6; 1980 C 128 § 4; 1979 ex.s. C 136 § 13.) 

*Re,iser's note: The reference to "subsection (2) of this section' ap
pears to be erroneous, as subsection (2) does not provide any additional 
penalties, whereas subsection (3) does provide an additional penalty for 
failure to respond to a notice of a traffic infraction. 

Se,erability--1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 

.S-eE .s u.;?Pa-m€NT 
6.63.110 Monetary penalties (as amended by 1981 c 330). (I vi\ 

found to have committed a traffic infraction shall be ass ed a 
nalty. No penalty may exceed two hundred and fty dol

lars for eac ffense unless authorized by this chapter or · e. 
(2) The sup me court may prescribe by rule a sched e of monetary 

penalties for des, ated traffic infractions. / 
(3) There shall penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to re-

spond to a notice of ffic infraction or fa 're to pay a monetary 
penalty imposed pursuant this chapter. 

(4) Monetary penalties p vided for · chapter 46.70 RCW which 
are civil in nature and penalties hie may be assessed for violations of 
chapter 46.44 RCW relating to si weight, and load of motor vehicles 
are not subject to the limitati on t amount of monetary pcnahics 
which may be imposed purs nt to this apter. 

(5) Whenever a mone ry penalty is im ed by a court under this 
chapter it is immediat y payable. If the perso ·s unable to pay at that 
time the court ma • in its discretion, grant an e nsion of the period 
in which the pc ty may be paid. If the penalty is t paid on or be
fore the tim established for payment the court sha notify the de-
partment the failure to pay the penalty, and the de rtment may 
not ren the person's driver's license until the penalty ha been raid 
and e penalty provided in subsection (3) of this section s been 
pa' . 

(6) There shall be levied and paid into the general fund of the te 
treasury, a five--<lollar fee in addition to the monetary penalty im(I05 

(1981 Ed.) 
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traffic infraction other than a parking, standing, stopping, or 
destria · fraction. The five---0ollar fee shall not be suspend y the 
court. (198 30 § 7; 1980 c 128 § 4; 1979 ex.s. c 13 3.) 

Effecti,e daJ.~~ 
RCW 46 .. 60. 

E 1Ye date----Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See n 
ng RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.120 Order of court--Civil nature-
Waiver, reduction, suspension of penalty--Community 
service in lieu of penalty. (I) An order entered after the 
receipt of a response which does not contest the deter
mination, or after it has been established at a hearing 
that the infraction was committed, or after a hearing for 
the purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances is 
civil in nature. 

(2) The court may include in the order the imposition 
of any penalty authorized by the provisions of this chap
ter for the commission of an infraction. The court may, 
in its discretion, waive, reduce, or suspend the monetary 
penalty prescribed for the infraction. At the person's re
quest the court may order performance of a number of 
hours of community service in lieu of a monetary pen
alty, at the rate of the then state minimum wage per 
hour. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 14.) 

Effecthe date---Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.130 Issue of process by court of limited juris
diction. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law 

· governing service of process in civil cases, a court of 
limited jurisdiction having jurisdiction over an alleged 
traffic infraction may issue process anywhere within the 
state. (1980 c 128 § 5.) 

Effectife date----Se,erability--1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. . 

46.63.140 Presumption regarding stopped, standing, 
or parked vehicles. ( l) In any traffic infraction case in
volving a violation of this title or equivalent administra
tive regulation or local law, ordinance, regulation, or 
resolution relating to the stopping, standing, or parking 
of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described 
in the notice of traffic infraction was stopping, standing, 
or parking in violation of any such provision of this title 
or an equivalent administrative regulation or local law, 
ordinance, regulation, or resolution, together with proof 
that the person named in the notice of traffic infraction 
was at the time of the violation the registered owner of 
the vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a prima facie 
presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the person who parked or placed the vehicle at the point 
where, and for the time during which, the violation 
occurred. 

(1981 Ed.) 

(2) The foregoing stated presumption shall apply only 
when the procedure prescribed in RCW 46.63.030(3) 
has been followed. [ l 980 c 128 § l 1.] 

Effectife date----SeYerability--1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

46.63.150 Costs and attorney's fees, (I) The court may suspend ei
ther a portion or all of the costs of the action except amounts paid for 
allocation to the payment of costs associated with the judicial infor
mation system. 

(2) The court may not award attorney's fees or costs to the defend
ant in a traffic infraction case. (1981 c 330 § 8; 1980 c 128 § 13.) 

Re,iser's note: This section was also repealed by 1981 c 19 § 5, 
without cognizance of its amendment by 1981 c 330 § 8. 

Se,erability--1981 c 330: See note following RCW 3.62.060. 
Effective date----Se,erability--1980 c 128: See notes following 

RCW 46.63.060. 

46.63.150 Costs and attorney's fees, (1980 c 128 § 13.) Repealed 
by 1981 c 19 § 5. 

Re,iser's note: This section was also amended by 1981 c 330 § 8, 
. without cognizance of the repeal thereof. 

46.63.151 Costs and attorney fees. Each party to a 
traffic infraction case is responsible for costs incurred by 
that party. No costs or attorney fees may be awarded to 
either party in a traffic infraction case. [1981 c 19 § 4.] 

SeYerability--1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 
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Chapter 46.64 
ENFORCEMENT 

Traffic citations--Record of-Cancellation prohib
ited--Penalty-Citation audit. 

Citation and notice to appear in court--lssuance-
Contents--W ritten promise--Arrest-
Detention. 

Arrest without warrant for certain traffic offenses, driv
ing while license suspended or revoked, or pursuant to 
investigation at scene of accident. 

Nonappearance after written promise, misdemeanor. 
Nonappearance after written promise-Notice to 

department. 
Procedure governing arrest and prosecution. 
Nonresident's use of highways as assent to being sued 

and served in state--Resident leaving state-
Secretary of state as attorney in fact. 

Attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, committing vio
lations, punishable. 

General penalty. 
Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license check, vehi

cle inspection and test--Purpose. 
Stopping motor vehicles for driver's license check, vehi

cle inspection and test--Authorized--Powers 
additional. 

46.64.010 Traffic citations-Record of--Can
cellation prohibited--Penalty--Citation audit. Ev
ery' traffic enforcement agency in this state shall provide 
in appropriate form traffic citations containing notices to 
appear which shall be issued in books with citations in 
quadruplicate and meeting the requirements of this 
section. 

The chief administrative officer of every such traffic 
enforcement agency shall be responsible for the issuance 

rritte 46 RCW-p 173) 
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46.64.010 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

of such books and shall maintain a record of every such 
book and each citation contained therein issued to indi
vidual members of the traffic enforcement agency and 
shall require and retain a receipt for every book so 
issued. 

Every traffic enforcement officer upon issuing a traf
fic citation to an alleged violator of any provision of the 
motor vehicle laws of this state or of any traffic ordi
nance of any city or town shall deposit the original or a 
copy of such traffic citation with a court having compe
tent jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its traf-
fic violations bureau. · 

Upon the deposit of the original or a copy of such 
traffic citation with a court having competent jurisdic
tion over the alleged offense or with its traffic violations 
bureau as aforesaid, said original or copy of such traffic 
citation may be disposed of only by trial in said court or 
other official action by a judge of said court, including 
forfeiture of the bail or by the deposit of sufficient bail 
with or payment of a fine to said traffic violations bu
reau by the person to whom such traffic citation has 
been issued by the traffic enforcement officer. 

It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any 
traffic enforcement officer or other officer or public em
ployee to dispose of a traffic citation or copies thereof or 
of the record of the issuance of the same in a manner 
other than as required herein. 

The chief administrative officer of every traffic en
forcement agency shall require the return to him of a 
copy of every traffic citation issued by an officer under 
his supervision to an alleged violator of any traffic law 
or ordinance and of all copies of every traffic citation 
which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has 
been made and not issued to an alleged violator. 

Such chief administrative officer shall also maintain 
or cause to be maintained in connection with every traf
fic citation issued by an officer under his supervision a 
record of the disposition of the charge by the court or its 
traffic violations bureau in which the original or copy of 
the traffic citation was deposited. 

Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of 
any traffic citation, in any manner other than as pro
vided in this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Every record of traffic citations required in this sec
tion shall be audited monthly by the appropriate fiscal 
officer of the government agency to which the traffic 
enforcement agency is responsible. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.64-
.010. Prior: 1949 c 196 § 16; 1937 c 189 § 145; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-145.) 

[Title 46 RCW• 174) 

"' mber of the vehicle involved, the driver's license num-
b of such person, if any, the offense or violation 
cha ed, the time and place where such person shall a -
pear court, and a place where the person arrested ay 
sign. ch spaces shall be filled with the appropri e in-
formati by the arresting officer. The arrested erson, 
in order secure release, and when permitte by the 
arresting o cer, must give his written promis o appear 
in court as re ired by the citation and notic by signing 
in the appropn te place the written citati and notice 
served by the arr ting officer. An officer ay not serve 
or issue any traffi citation or notice fa any offense or 
violation except eitli r when the offe e or violation is 
committed in his pres ce or when person may be ar
rested pursuant to RC 10.31.100 as now or hereafter 
amended. The detention rising rom an arrest under 
this section may not be for p 10d of time longer than 
is reasonably necessary to iss and serve a citation and 
notice, except that the tim h itation does not apply· 
under any of the f ollowin ircum ances: 

( 1) Where the arrest person r uses to sign a writ
ten promise to appear n court as r uired by the cita
tion and notice prov· 10ns of this secti ; 

(2) Where the resting officer has obable cause lo 
believe that the rrested person has co itted any of 
the offenses e merated in RCW 10.31.1 (2), as now 
or hereafter mended. [1979 ex.s. c 28 § ; 1975-'76 
2nd ex.s. c 5 § 2; 1975 c 56 § l; 1967 c 32 § 70; 1961 c 
12 § 46.6 .015. Prior: 1951 c 175 § 1.) 

46. .018 Arrest without warrant for certain affic 
offe es, driving while license suspended or revoke 
pu uant to investigation at scene of accident. See R 

.31.100. 

46.64.020 Nonappearance after written promise, 
misdemeanor. Any person wilfully violating his written 
and signed promise to appear in court or his written and 
signed promise to respond to a notice of traffic infrac
tion, as provided in this title, shall be guilty of a misde
meanor regardless of the disposition of the charge upon 
which he was originally arrested or the disposition of the 
notice of infraction: Provided, That a written promise to 
appear in court or a written promise to respond to a no
tice of traffic infraction may be complied with by an 
appearance by counsel. Any person who has been issued 
a notice of infraction pursuant to RCW 46.63.030(3) 
and who wilfully fails to respond as provided in this title 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the dispo
sition of the notice of infraction. [ 1980 c 128 § 8; 1961 c 
12 § 46.64.020. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 146; RRS § 
6360-146.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Manda1ory appc;ir
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effecthe date---Se~erability-1980 c 128: See notes following 

RCW 46.63.060. 

46.64.025 Nonappearance after written promise
Notice to department. Whenever any person has for a 
period of fifteen or more days violated his written prom
ise to appear in court, the court in which the defendant 

(1981 Ed.) 
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,o promised to appear shall forthwith give notice of such 
ra,t to the department of licensing. Whenever thereafter 

: the case in which such promise was given is adjudicated 
,~;/ the court hearing the case shall file with the department 
'~'4; 1 certificate showing that the case has been adjudicated. 
~· 11979 c 158 § 175; 1967 c 32 § 71; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 
;,3 · ll) .. f-'-:. • .... 

5,trrability-1965 ex.s. c 121: See RCW 46.20.910. 
Purpose of 1965 ex.s. c 121-Construction: See note following 

acw 46.20.021. ti 
~At· 46.64.030 Procedure gol'erning arrest and prosecu
':->· llon. The provisions of this title with regard to the ap-

prehension and arrest of persons violating this title shall 
govern all police officers in making arrests without a 
warrant for violations of this title for offenses either 
committed in their presence or believed to have been 
committed based on probable cause pursuant to RCW 
I 0.31.100, but the procedure prescribed herein shall not 
otherwise be exclusive of any other method prescribed 
by law for the arrest and prosecution of a person for 

· · other like offenses. [1979 ex.s. c 28 § 3; 1975 c 56 § 2; 
196 7 c 32 § 72; 1961 c 12 § 46.64.030. Prior: 1937 c 189 
I 147; RRS § 6360-147.) 

-·:·1 

6.64.040 Nonresident's use of highways as assent o 
1,e g sued and sened in state--Resident lea ng 

: ; stat:e--"'1ecretary of state as attorney in fact. T e ac
cept ce by a nonresident of the rights and P, vileges 
confer d by law in the use of the public hi ways of 
this sta as evidenced by his operation a vehicle 
thereon, o the operation thereon of his v icle with his 

'f;'.'!:: consent, exp ss or implied, shall be de ed equivalent 

- '' : ' ~~-

'( 

to and constr d to be an appointment y such nonresi
dent of the sec tary of state of the s te of Washington 
t_o be his true a lawful attorney pon whom may be 
serve~ all lawful. ummons and rocesses against him 
gr~wmg out of an accident, llision, or liability in 
which_ such nonresid t may b involved while operating 
~ ve~1cle upon the pu ic hi ways, or while his vehicle 
!5 bc:mg operated there n ith his consent, express or 
1':11P~1ed, and such opera( n and acceptance shall be a 
signification of his agree t that any summons or pro
cess against him which 1s so erved shall be of the same 
lc~a~ force and valid" y as if erved on him personally 
wnh1!1 the state of ashington. Likewise each resident 
of l~1s s!ate who, ile operating motor vehicle on the 
pub~,~ highways this state, is inv ved in any accident, 
:°lhsion or liab· ity and thereafter within three years 
:parts from t s state appoints the s retary of state of 
! e state of ashington as his lawful a orney for serv
~cc of summ ns as provided in this secti for nonresi
b ents. ~ervi e of such summons or process s all be made 
~ ~eavmg two copies thereof with a fee of ve dollars 

::\.the cretary of state of the state of Waslf ngton, or 
var is fice, and such service shall be suffic nt and 
Pri id. P rsonal service upon said resident or nonr ident: 
su ov, ed, That notice of such service and a copy f the 
wi~ ons or process is forthwith sent by registered ail 
an return receipt requested, by plaintiff to the det -

at the last known address of the said defendant, and 
981 Ed.) 

· e plaintiffs affidavit of compliance herewith are a 
p ded to the process, together with the affidavit of e 
pla"ntiffs attorney that he has with due diligence at
tern ted to serve personal process upon the defend t at 
all a: dresses known to him of defendant and rther 
listin in his affidavit the addresses at which he at
temple to have process served. However, if ocess is 
forward d by registered mail and defendant's endorsed 
receipt is received. and entered as a part of t return of 
process dl n the foregoing affidavit of plai tiffs attor
ney need o ly show that the defendant rece· ed personal 
delivery by ail: Provided further, That p sonal service 
outside of th s state in accordance with t provisions of 
law relating personal service of sum ons outside of 
this state shat relieve the plaintiff fro mailing a copy 
of the summon or process by registere mail as herein
before provided. The secretary of st e shall forthwith 
send one of suctl copies by mail, tage prepaid, ad
dressed to the dd ndant at his addr ss, if known to the 
secretary of state. The court in hich the action is 
brought may order uch continua es as may be neces
sary to afford the d endant rea onable opportunity to 
def end the action. Ttl fee of fi e dollars paid by the 
plaintiff to the secreta of sta shall be taxed as part 
of his costs if he prevai in th action. The secretary of 
state shall keep a record of a such summons and pro
cesses, which shall show t e y of service. [1973 c 91 § 
l; 1971 ex.s. c 69 § I; I 6 c 12 § 46.64.040. Prior: 
1959 c 121 § l; 1957 c 75 ; 1937 c 189 § 129; RRS § 
6360-129.) 

Rules of court: Cf. CR 12(a). 

46.64.048 Attempti coercing, 
committing l'iolations, unisha e. Every person who 
commits, attempts to ommit, c spires to commit, or 
aids or abets in the c mmission o any act declared by 
this title to be a cri e, whether in ividually or in con
nection with one or ore other pers ns or as principal, 
agent, or accessory, shall be guilty o such offense, and 
every person who falsely, fraudulent , forcefully, or 
wilfully induces, c uses, coerces, requir s, permits or di
rects others to vi ate any provisions of his title is like
wise guilty of s ch offense. [ 1961 c I § 46.56.210. 
Prior: 1937 c 1 9 § 149; RRS § 636~ 49. Formerly 
RCW 46.61.69 .) 

46.64.050 eneral penalty. It is a traf 1 
for any pers to violate any of the provision 
tie unless v· lation is by this title or other l w of this 
state declar d to be a felony, a gross misdemea or, or a 
misdemea r. 

Unless. nother penalty is in this title provide every 
person c nvicted of a misdemeanor for violation f any 
provisio s of this title shall be punished accor ·ngly. 
[1979 .s. c 136 § 93; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 95 § 3; 1961 
c 12 46.64.050. Prior: (i) 1937 c 189 § 150; R S § 
636 I 50; 1927 c 309 § 53; RRS § 6362-53. (ii) 19 7 c 
188 82; RRS § 6312-82; 1921 c 108 § 16; RR § 
637. .] 

ffectbe date----Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes r, • 
wing RCW 46.63.010. 
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Traffic Control Del'ices 

?0ltt'M 
ntt~j -47.36.130 

edser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
tran rrcd to department of transportation; sec RCW 47.01.031. 
Term ighway commission• means department of transportation; sec 
RCW 4 4.01S. 

47.36.09 Establishment of continu,ng system for 
designation o highways--Signs. The state highway 
commission is eby authorized to establish a continu
ing system for t designating of state highways and 
branches or portion thereof, heretofore established by 
the legislature of the te of Washington, to give desig
nations to such state big Ways and branches, or portions 
thereof, in accord with su system, and to install signs 
in accord therewith on ch state highways and 
branches, or portions there . Such system may be 
changed from time to time and all be extended to new 
stale highways and branches, or po tions thereof, as they 
are hereafter established by the legis lure. [1967 ex.s. c 
145 § 43; 1963 C 24 § 1.] 

Retiser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of h1 way commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see W 47.01.031. 
Term •state highway commission• means department f transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.01S. 
Classification of highways: RCW 47.04.020. 

47.36.097 Establishment of continuing system r 
designation of highways--Filing designations with sec 
retary of state and county auditors. Designations or re
designations assigned under such system by the highway 
commission pursuant to RCW 47.36.095 as each is 
made, shall be filed with the secretary of state and with 
the auditor of each county. Thereafter such highways 
shall be so designated for all purposes. [ 196 7 ex.s. c 14 
§ 46.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway com 1ssion 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 4 .01.031. 
l'erm 'highway commission• means department of transpo ation; see 
RCW 47.04.01S . 

. 47.36.100 Directional, caution, and sto signs. Direc
!10nal signs showing distance and direc on to points of 
importance may be placed at all cros · gs and intersec
ti~ns of primary and secondary s te highways. The 
~1ghway commission may place su directional signs as 
1t deems necessary upon any citY. treets designated by it 
as forming a part of the route any primary or second
ary state highway through any incorporated city or 
town. Caution and warni signs or signals shall be 
placed wherever practica e on all primary and second
a!y state highways in manner provided by law. Stop 
s1_gns shall be place erected and maintained by the 
highway commissio as follows: Upon all county roads 
at the point of in rsection with any arterial primary or 
secondary state ighway; upon all primary and second
ary state big ays at the point of intersection with any 
county road hich has been designated by the highway 
commissio as an arterial having preference over the 
t~affic the state highway; upon at least one state 
h1ghw at the intersection of two state highways. [ 1967 
ex.s. 145 § 38; 1961 c 13 § 47.36.100. Prior: 1947 c 
20 § l; 1937 c 53 § 56; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6400--56.) 

(1981 Ed.) 

Retlser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commiss· n 
transferred to department of transportation; sec RCW 47.0 31. 
Term •highway commission• means department of transportat' ; sec 
RCW 47.04.01S. 

47.36.110 Stop signs, "Yield" signs 
persons using higbway--Presumption. In 
vide safety at intersections on the state h' way system, 
the Washington state highway commis 'on may require 
persons traveling upon any portion o such highway to 
stop before entering the intersecti . For this purpose 
there may be erected a standard op sign as prescribed 
in the state of Washington d artment of highways 
"!v1anual for Signing.• All p sons traveling upon the 
highway shall come to a co plete stop at such a sign 
and the appearance of any 1gn so located shall be suffi
cient warning to a perso that he is required to stop. A 
person stopping at su a sign shall proceed through 
such portion of the · hway in a careful manner and at 
a reasonable rate o peed not to exceed twenty miles per 
hour. It shall be lawful to fail to comply with the di
rections of any uch a stop sign: Provided, That when 
the findings o a traffic engineering study show that the 
condition o an intersection is such that vehicles may 
safely. en r the major artery without stopping, the 
Washin on state highway commission or local authori
ties i their respective jurisdictions shall install and 
mai ain a "Yield" sign. 

e driver of a vehicle approaching a "Yield" sign 
all _reduce speed or stop if necessary in order to yield 

nght of way to all traffic on the intersecting street 
wh h is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard. 
A m orist proceeding past such a sign with a resultant 
collisio or other interferences with traffic on the inter
secting st et shall be prima facie evidence that the mo
torist had t obeyed the sign and yielded the right of 
way as prov1 d by this statute .. [1963 ex.s. c 3 § 49; 
1961 c 13 § 47. 6.110. Prior: 1955 c 146 § 6; 1937 c 53 
§ 59; RRS § 640 59.] 

Retiser's note: Powers, uties, and functions of highway commission 
and highway department tr sferred to department of transportation; 
see RCW 47.01.031. Terms ashington state highway commission• 
and •department of highways• can department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.01S. 
Arterial highways 

46.61.195. 

47.36.120 City limit signs. The ighway commission 
shall erect wherever it deems necessa upon state high
ways at or near their point of entran into cities and 
towns, signs of the standard design desi ating the city 
or town limits of such cities or towns. [ 19 c 13 § 47-
.36.120. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 58; RRS § 6400.-: .] 

Retiser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway m1ss1on 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 4 . 1.031. 
Term •highway commission• means department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.01S. 
........,,._ ___ ..., 
... . ~';36.130 Meddling with signs prohibited. No person 
shalhvjthout lawful authority attempt to or in fact alter, 
deface, injure, knock down, or remove any official traffic 
control signal, traffic device or railroad sign or signal, or 
any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or any other 

!Title 47 RCW-p 991 
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47.36.130 Title 47 RCW: Public Highways and Transportation 

part thereof. (1961 c 13 § 47.36.130. Prior: 1937 c 53 § 
53; RRS § 640~53.] 

Imitation of signs: RCW 46.61.07S. 
Penalty for defacing, injuring, or destroying signs: RCW 46.61.080. 
Structures concealing signs prohibited: RCW 46.61.07S. 
Unlawful erection of traffic devices: RCW 46.61.07S. 

47.36.180 Forbidden devices-Penalty. It shall be 
unlawful to erect or maintain at or near a city street, 
county road or state highway any structure, sign, or 
device: 

( 1) Visible from a city street, county road or state · 
highway and simulating any directional, warning, or 
danger sign or light likely to be mistaken for such a sign 
or bearing any such words as "danger,• "stop,• "slow,• 
"turn,• or similar words, figures, or directions likely to 
be construed as giving warning to traffic; · 

(2) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any red, green, blue, or yellow 
light or intermittent or blinking light or rotating light 
identical or similar in size, shape and color to that used 
on ariy emergency vehicle or road equipment or any light 
otherwise likely to be mistaken for a warning, danger, 
directional, or traffic control signal or sign; 

(3) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any lights tending to blind per
sons operating vehicles upon the highway, city street or 
county road, or any glaring light, or any light likely to 
be mistaken for a vehicle upon the highway or otherwise 
to be so mistaken as to constitute a danger; or 

(4) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and flooding or intending to flomi or directed 
across the roadway of the highway with a direct.ed beam 
or diffused light, whether or not the flood · light is 
shielded against directing its flood beam toward ap
proaching traffic on the highway, city street or county 
road. 

Any structure or device erected or maintained con
trary to the provisions of this section is a public nui
sance, and the Washington state highway commission, 
the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county 
sheriff or the chief of police of any city or town shall 
notify the owner thereof that it constitutes a public nui
sance and must be removed, and if the owner fails to do 
so, the Washington state highway commission, the chief 
of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff or the 
chief of police of any city or town may abate the 
nuisance. 

Jf the owner shall fail to remove any such structure or 
device within fifteen days after being notified to remove 
such structure or device, he shall be guilty of a misde
meanor. [1961 c 13 § 47.36.180. Prior: 1957 c 204 § 1; 
1937 c 53 § 62; RRS § 640~2.J 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term 'Washington state highway commission• means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.01S. 

47.36,200 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites. When construction, repair or maintenance work is 
conducted on or adjacent to a public highway, county 

(Title 47 RCW-p 100) 

road, street, bridge or other thoroughfare commonly 
traveled and when such work interferes with the normal 
and established mode of travel on such highway, county 
road, street, bridge or thoroughfare, such location shall 
be properly posted by prominently displayed signs or 
flagmen or both. Signs used for posting in such an area 
shall be consistent with the provisions found in the state 
of Washington "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways• obtainable from the 
Washington state highway commission. [1961 c 13 § 
47.36.200. Prior: 1957 c 95 § I.] 

Re,iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term 'Washington state highway commission• means department of 
transportation; sec RCW 47.04.01S. 

47.36.220 Signs or flagmen at thor<~ughfare work 
sites-Drivers of vehicles engaged in work must obey 
signs or flagmen. Each driver of a motor vehicle used in 
connection with such construction, repair, or mainte
nance work shalJ obey traffic signs posted for, and flag
man stationed at such location in the same manner and 
under the same restrictions as is required for the driver 
of any other vehicle. (1961 c 13 § 47.36.220. Prior: 1957 
C 95 § 3.) 

7.36.230 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare wo 
site Penalty. A violation of or a failure to co ply 
with y provision of RCW 47.36.200 through .36-
.220 sh I be a misdemeanor. Each day upon wh' there 
is a viola ·on, or there is a failure to comply hall con
stitute a s arate violation. [1961 c 13 47.36.230. 
Prior: 1957 5 § 4.) 

J 
I 
i 

I 
!I 

47.36.250 D ngerous road condit' ns requiring spe- j 
cial tires, chains, traction equip nt---Signs or de- ~ 
vices-Penalty. the highw y commission· or its ·.~ 
delegate determines a any tim for any part of the pub- ! 
lie highway system di t th unsafe conditions of the ,~ 
roadway require particu r ires, tire chains or traction ~ 
equipment in addition t beyond the ordinary pneu- .G 

matic rubber tires the mm' sion may establish the fol- 11 

lowing recommendaf ns or re uirements with respect to ! 
the use of such e ipment fo all persons using such . ~ 
public highway: ~ 

( 1) Danger s road conditions, hains, or other ap- /j 
proved tract' n devices recommende . ; 

(2) Da erous road conditions, cha' s, or other ap- ~ 
proved t ction devices required. ;) 

(3) angerous road conditions, chains r uired. ~ 
A equipment which may be required b this section t1 

._ 

sh l be approved by the state commission on guipment r 
authorized under RCW 46.37.420. 
The highway commission shall place and m intain :~ 

signs and other traffic control devices on the blic :: ,, 

M 


