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ORDINANCE J 'lo 

CITY OF LACEY 

AN ORDINANCE READOPTING THE WASHINGTON MODEL TRAFFIC ORDINANCE AND 
OTHER TRAFFIC STATUTES AS THE TRAFFIC CODE OF THE CITY OF LACEY TO 
THE EXTENT THAT SAID READOPTION MAY BE NECESSARY, DEFINING THE SCOPE 
AND APPLICABILITY OF SAID CODE AND REPEALING CHAPTERS 10.04 AND 
10.16 OF THE LACEY MUNICIPAL CODE AS SUCH CHAPTERS EXISTED PRIOR TO 
THE PASSAGE OF ORDINANCE NO. 702 TO THE EXTENT THAT SAID REPEAL IS 
NECESSARY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, the city council duly considered and passed on 

October 25, 1984, Ordinance No. 702, an ordinance adopting the 

Washington Model Traffic Ordinance and other traffic statutes as the 

traffic code of the City of Lacey and duly published said ordinance 

in the city's official newspaper which is published within the city, 

and 

WHEREAS, it has been asserted that said ordinance should 

have been posted in three public places in the city rather than 

published in the city's official newspaper since there is no 

newspaper printed within the physical boundaries of the city# and if 

said assertion is upheld, the validity of Ordinance No. 702 may be 

in jeopardy; now, therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF.THE CITY OF LACEY, 

WASHINGTON, as follows: 

Section 1. Chapters 10.04 and 10.16 of the Lacey 

Municipal Code as the same existed prior to the passage of Ordinance 

No. 702 are hereby repealed to the extent that said chapters may not 

have been repealed by the passage of Ordinance No. 702. 

Section 2. There is hereby readopted a new chapter, 

10.04, to the Lacey Municipal Code, to the extent that readoption is 
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• 
necessary with said chapter to be identical to that chapter enacted 

by Section 2 of Ordinance No. 702 and to read as follows: 

"10.04.010. All of Chapter 46.90 RCW except Sections 

46.90.500 through 46.90.565 and the penalty provisions thereof, 

which chapter is known as the "Washington Model Traffic Ordinance," 

and RCW 46.61.687 and Section 3 of Chapter 275, Laws of 1984, are 

hereby adopted as the traffic code of the City of Lacey. It is the 

intent of the council in adopting said statutes by reference that 

the addition of any new section to or amendment or repeal of any 

section in or the renumbering of sections by the legislature shall 

be deemed to amend this chapter of the Lacey Municipal Code and that 

it shall not be necessary for the council to take any action with 

respect to such addition, amendment, repeal or renumbering. 

"10.04.020. The provisions of the traffic code as adopted 

by this chapter which telate to motor v~hicles or the operation, 

ownership or occupation of the same shall apply within the City of 

Lacey on any street or highway, and in addition, on any road, alley, 

lane, parking area, driveway Qr any place, private or public, 

adapted to and fitted for travel, that is in common use by the 

public with the consent, express or implied, of the owner or owners 
, 

thereof notwithstanding the provision of any statute adopted herein 

which would otherwise restrict the applicability of said code 

exclusively to highways. 

"10.04.030. Unless another penalty is expressly provided 

in Chapter 46.90 RCW or in the statutes that are adopted by 

reference therein, or statutes separately adopted by this chapter, 

any person who is convicted of violating or failing to comply with 
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any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of 

not more than $500.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed ninety days, 

or both." 
, \ 

Sectton 3. If any provision of this ordinance or its 
\" 

application to anf,person or circumstance is held invalid, the 

remainder of the ordinance or the application of the provision to 

other persons or ci~cumstances shall not be affected. 
j 

Section 4. It is the intent of the city council in 

passing this ordinance to readopt the provisions set forth herein 

only if said readoption is ruled necessary. It is furthe,r the 

intent of the city council to reaffirm all of the provisions of 

Ordinance No. 702 as passed on October 25, 1984. 

Section 5. If Ordinance No. 702 should be declared to be 

invalid, traffic enforcement in the City of Lacey would b'er' 

substantially affected, creating a public safety emergency unless 

this ordinance is passed and made effective upon.its passage; 

therefore, the city council declares that said facts are true and 

that said facts constitute this ordinance to be a public emergency 

ordinance necessary for the protection of th~ public health and 

public safety and shall be effective upon its passage. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LACEY, 

WASHINGTON, this &.day of l!l~Hf!:!lf~, 1985, at :,:.13- o'clock. 

Passed: i-- a,4..-iS 
Published: )- Ct • C'; 
Posted: 3- I •1$ 
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• Washington Model Traffic Ordinance Chapter 46.90 

Chapter 46.90 
WASHINGTON MODEL TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

Sections 
46.90.005 
46.90.010 
46.90. l_g<) 

46.90.103 
46.90.106 
46.90.109 
46.90.112 
46.90.115 
46.90.118 
46.90.121 
46.90.124 
46.90.127 
46.90.130 
46.90.133 
46.90.136 
46.90.139 
46.90.142 
46.90.145 
46.90.148 
46.90.151 
46.90.154 
46.90.157 
46.90.160 
46.90.163 
46.90.166 
46.90.169 
46.90.172 
46.90.175 
46.90.178 
46.90.181 
46.90.184 
46.90.187 
46.90.190 
46.90.200 
46.90.205 
46.90.210 
46.90.215 
46.90.220 
46.90.225 
46.90.230 
46.90.235 
46.90.240 
46.90.245 
46.90.250 
46.90.255 
46.90.260 
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Purpose of this chapter. 
Amendments to this chapter automatically included. 
Chapter 46.04 RCW (Definitions) adopted by 

reference. 
Abandoned vehicle. 
Automobile hulk. 
Bus. 
Bus stop. 
City. 
Demolish. 
Department. 
Garage keeper. 
Holidays. 
Hulk hauler. 
Loading zone. 
Official time standard. 
Ordinance. 
Parking meter. 
Parking meter space. 
Parking meter zone. 
Passenger loading zone. 
Planting strip. 
Police or police officer. 
Police chief or chief of police. 
Police department. 
Registered disposer. 
School bus zone. 
Service parking. 
Street. 
Taxicab. 
Taxicab stand. 
Tow truck operator. 
Traffic division. • 
U turn. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Public employees to obey traffic regulations. 
Police administration. 
Duty of traffic division. 
Authority of police and fire department officials. 
Records of traffic violations. 
Traffic division to investigate accidents. 
Traffic accident studies. 
Traffic accident reports. 
Traffic division to submit annual traffic safety report. 
Police department to administer bicycle licenses. 
Police department to regulate parking meters. 
Traffic engineer. 

46.90.265 
46.90.270 
46.90.275-
46.90.300 
46.90.335 

46.90.340 

46.90.345 

46.90.375 
46.90.400 

46.90.403 
46.90.406 
46.90.409 

46.90.412 
46.90.415 
46.90.418 
46.90.421 
46.90.427 
46.90.430 
46.90.433 
46.90.436 
46.90.439 
46.90.442 
46.90.445 
46.90.448 

46.90.451 
46.90.454 

46.90.457 
46.90.460 
46.90.463 
46.90.466 
46.90.469 
46.90.472' 
46.90.475 
46.90.478 
46.90.481 
46.90.500 
46.90.505 
46.90.510 
46.90.515 
46.90.520 
46.90.525 
46.90.530 
46.90.535 
46.90.540 
46.90.545 
46.90.550 
46.90.555 
46.90.560 
46.90.565 
46.90.600 
46:90.610 
46.90.620 
46.90.630 
46.90.640 
46.90.650 
46.90.660 
46.90.700 
46.90.705 
46.90.710 
46.90.720 
46.90.730 

46.90.740 
46.90.9oo-· 
46.90.910 
46.90.920 
46.90.930 
46.90.940 
46.90.9S0 

Traffic engineer--Authority. 
Local authority--Authority. 
Traffic safety commission--Powers and duties. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Owner of record presumed liable for costs when vehicle 

abandoned--Exception. 
Contract with registered disposer to dispose of vehicles 

and hulks--Compliance required. 
Stolen and abandoned vehicles--Reports of--Re

covery, report required, penalty--Disposition. ' 
Disposition of abandoned junk motor vehicles. 
Provisions of chapter refer to vehicles upon high-

way--Exceptions. 
Required obedience to traffic ordinance. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Traffic control devices required---Stopping, standing, 

and parking. 
Crossing new pavement and markings. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Prohibited crossing. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Obedience to angle-parking signs or markings. 
Parking not to obstruct traffic. 
Parking for certain purposes unlawful. 
Standing in passenger loading zone. .,, 
Standing in loading zone. 
Standing in a tow-away zone. 
Violating permits for loading or unloading at an angle 

to the curb. 
Standing or parking on one-way roadways. · 
Stopping, standing, and parking of buses and taxicabs 

regulated. 
Restricted use of bus stops and taxicab stands. 
Right of way for parking. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Funeral processions. 
When permits required for parades and pr~ssions. 
Interfering with processions. 
Boarding or alighting from vehicles. 
Unlawful riding. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Bicycle license required. 
Bicycle license application. 
Issuance of bicycle license. 
Attachment of bicycle license plate or decal. 
Inspection of bicycles. 
Renewal of bicycle license. 
Transfer of ownership. 
Rental agencies. 
Bicycle dealers. 
Bicycles--Obedience to traffic control devices. 
Bicycles--Parking. 
Bicycles--Riding on sidewalks. 
Bicycles-Penalties. 
Unclaimed bicycles. 
Parking meter spaces. 
Parking meters--Deposit of coins and time limits. 
Parking meters--Use of slugs prohibited. 
Tampering with parking meter. 
Parking meters--Rule of evidence. 
Parking meters--Application of proceeds. 
Service parking. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Penalties. 
Citation on illegally parked vehicle. 
Failure to comply with traffic citation attached to 

parked vehicle. 
Presumption in reference to illegal parking. 
Certain RCW sections adopted by reference. 
Uniformity of interpretation. 
Short title. 
Chapter not retroactive. 
Severability--197S 1st ex.s. c S4. 
Effect of headings. 
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• • 46.90.005 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

46.90.005 Purpose of this chapter. The purpose of 
this chapter is to encourage highway safety and uniform 
traffic laws by providing a comprehensive compilation of 
sound, uniform traffic laws to serve as a guide which lo
cal authorities may adopt by reference or any part 
thereof, including all future amendments or additions 
thereto. Any local authority which adopts this chapter 
by reference may at any time exclude any section or 
sections from this chapter which it does not desire to in
clude in its local traffic ordinance. This chapter is not 
intended to deny any local authority its legislative 
power, but rather to enhance safe and efficient move
ment of traffic throughout the state by having current, 
uniform traffic laws available. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 1.] 

46.90.010 Amendments to this chapter automatically 
included. The addition of any new section to, or amend
ment or repeal of any section in, this chapter by the leg
islature shall be deemed to amend any city, town, or 
county, ordinance which has adopted by reference this 
chapter or any part thereof, and it shall not be necessary 
for the legislative authority of any city, town, or county 
to take any action with respect to such addition, amend
ment, or repeal notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 
35.21.180, 35A.12.140, 35A.13.180, and 36.32.120(7). 
[ 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 2.] 

46.90.100 Chapter 46.04 RCW (Definitions) adopted 
by reference. All sections of chapter 46.04 RCW as now 
or hereafter amended are hereby adopted by reference as 
a part of this chapter in all respects as though such sec
tions were set forth herein in full. [ 197 5 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
3.] 

46.90.103 Abandoned ,ehicle. • Abandoned vehicle" 
means any vehicle or automobile hulk left within the 
right of way of any highway or on the property of an
other without the consent of the owner of such property 
for a period of twenty-four hours, or longer: Provided, 
That a vehicle or hulk shall not be considered abandoned 
if it is lawfully parked for a period not exceeding sev
enty-two hours: Provided further, That a vehicle or hulk 
shall not be considered abandoned if its owner or opera
tor is unable to remove it from the place where it is lo
cated and so notifies law enforcement officials and 
requests assistance. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 4.] 

46.90.1.06 Automobile hulk. "Automobile hulk" 
means any portion or portions of a motor v~hicle which 
is inoperative and cannot be made mechanically opera
tive without additional vital parts and a substantial 
amount of labor. [I 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 5.] 

46.90.109 Bus. "Bus" means every motor vehicle de
signed for carrying more than ten passengers and used 
for transportation of persons, and every motor vehicle, 
other than a taxicab, designed and used for the trans
portation of persons for compensation. [ 1975 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 6.] 

46.90.112 Bus stop. "Bus stop" means a fixed por
tion of the highway parallel and adjacent to the curb to 

[Title 46 RCW-p 242) 

be reserved exclusively for buses for layover in operating 
schedules. or while waiting for, loading, or unloading 
passengers: Provided, That such bus provides regularly 
scheduled service within the jurisdiction of the local au
thority. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 7.] 

46.90.115 City. "City" means every incorporated 
city and town. [ l 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 8.] 

46.90.118 Demolish. "Demolish" means to destroy 
completely by use of a hydraulic baler and shears, or a 
shredder. [ 1975 1st ex.s. c ~4 § 9.] 

46.90.121 Department. "Department" means the de
partment of licensing unless otherwise specified in this 
chapter. [1979 c 158 § 203; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 10.) 

46.90.124 . Garage keeper. "Garage keeper" means a 
person, firm, partnership, association, or corporation 
whose business it is to store vehicles for compensation. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 11.] 

46.90.127 Holidays. "Holidays" include the first day 
of January, commonly called New Year's Day; the third 
Monday of February, being celebrated as the anniver
sary of the birth of George Washington; the thirtieth 
day of May, commonly known as Memorial Day; the 
fourth day of July, being the anniversary of the Decla
ration of Independence; the first Monday in September, 
to be known _as Labor Day; the fourth Thursday in 
Novemb€;r, to be known as Thanksgiving Day; the 
twenty-fifth day of December, commonly called Christ
mas Day; and any other day specified by ordinance by 
the local authority to be a holiday. 

Whenever any holiday falls upon a Sunday, the fol
lowing Monday shall be a holiday. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
12.] . 

46.90.130 Hulk hauler. "Hulk hauler" means any 
person who deals in vehicles for the sole purpose of 
transporting and/or selling them to a licensed motor ve
hicle wrecker or scrap processor in substantially the 
same form in ~hich they are obtained and who may not 
sell second-hand motor vehicle parts to anyone other 
than a licensed scrap processor or licensed wrecker. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 13.] 

46.90, 133 Loading zone. • Loading zone" means a 
space reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles during 
the loading or unloading of property or passengers. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 14.] 

46.90.136 Official time standard. "Official time 
standard" means, whenever certain hours are named, 
standard time or daylight saving time as may be in cur
rent use within the jurisdiction of the local authority. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 15.] 

46.90.139 Ordinance. "Ordinance" means a city or 
town ordinance or a county ordinance or resolution. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 16.] 
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~• -I• • Washington Model Traffic Ordinance 46.90.205 

46.90.142 Parking meter. "Parking meter" means 
any mechanical device or meter placed or erected adja
cent to a parking meter space, for the purpose of regu
lating or controlling the period of time of occupancy of 
such parking meter space by any vehicle. Each parking 
meter installed shall indicate by proper legend the legal 
parking time and when operated shall at all times indi
cate the balance of legal parking time, and at the expi
ration of such period shall indicate illegal or overtime 
parking. Each meter shall bear a legend indicating the 
days and hours when the requirement .to deposit coins 
therein shall apply, the value of the coins to be depos
ited, and the limited period of time for which parking is 
lawfully permitted in the parking meter space in which 
such meter is located. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 17.] 

46.90.145 Parking meter space. "Parking meter 
space" means any space within a parking meter zone, 
adjacent to a parking meter and which is duly desig
nated for the parking of a single vehicle by appropriate 
markings on the pavement and/ or the curb. [ I 97 5 I st 
ex.s. c 54 § 18.] 

46.90.148 Parking meter zone. "Parking meter zone" 
means any highway or part thereof or any off-street 
parking lot on which parking meters are installed and in 
operation. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 19.] 

46.90.ISl Passenger loading zone. "Passenger load
ing zone" means a place reserved for the exclusive use of 
vehicles while receiving or discharging passengers. [ I 975 
1st ex.s. c 54 § 20.] 

46.90.154 Planting strip. "Planting strip" means that 
portion of a highway lying between the constructed curb, 
or edge of the roadway, and the property line exclusive 
of the sidewalk area. [ 197 5 1st ex.s. c 54 § 21.] 

46,90.157 Police or police officer. "Police or police 
officer" includes the police officers of a city, a town 
marshal, or the sheriff and his deputies of a county 
whichever is applicable, but when the term sheriff is 
used in this chapter, it shall only mean the sheriff. [ 1975 
I st ex.s. c 54 § 22.) 

46.90.160 Police chief or chief of police. "Police 
chief or chief of police" includes the police chief or chief 
police ~fficer of a city, a town marshal, or the sheriff of 
a county, whichever is applicable, but when the term 
sheriff is used in this chapter, it shall only mean the 
sheriff. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 23.] 

46.90.163 Police department. "Police department" 
includes the police department of a city or town or the 
sherifrs office of a county whichever is applicable, but 
when the term sheriff is used in this chapter, it shall 
only mean the sheriff. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 24.] 

46.90.166 Registered disposer. "Registered disposer" 
means any tow truck operator or garage keeper properly 
registered pursuant to RCW 46.52.108, who has and 
who displays at all times in a place conspicuous to the 
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public a valid certificate of registration evidencing his 
authorization from the department to dispose of aban
doned vehicles. [1975 1st ex.~. c 54 § 25.) 

46.90.169 School bus zone. "School bus zone" means 
a designated portion of the highway along the curb re
served for loading and unloading school buses during 
designated hours. [ I 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 26.] 

46.90.172 Senice parking. "Service parking" means 
the use of a parking meter space while rendering service 
in cleaning, painting, adjusting, or making minor repairs 
or replacements in or to buildings or building equipment 
or to public utilities. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 27.] 

46.90.175 Street. "Street" means a "city street". 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 28.] 

46.90.i78 Taxicab. "Taxicab" means a motor vehi
cle for hire used for the transportation of persons for 
compensation, and not operated exclusively over a fixed 
route or between fixed termini. (1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
29.] 

46.90.181 Taxicab stand. "Taxicab stand" means a 
fixed portion of a highway set aside for taxicabs to stand 
or wait for passengers. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 30.) 

46,90,184 Tow truck operator. "Tow truck operator" 
means a person, firm, partnership, association, or corpo
ration which, in its course of business, provides towing 
services for vehicles and automobile hulks. [ 197 5 1st 
ex.s. c 54 § 3 I.] 

46.90.187 Traffic division. "Traffic division" means 
the traffic division of the police department of the local 
authority, or in the event a traffic division is not estab
lished, then said term whenever used in this chapter 
shall be deemed to ref er to the police department of the 
local authority. [ I 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 32.] 

46,90.190 U turn. "U turn" means turning a vehicle 
so as to proceed in the opposite direction on the sam~ 
roadway. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 33.) 

46.90.200 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 16.24.065, 16.24.070, 46.08.030, 46.10.010, 
46. l 0.090, 46. l 0.J 00, 46. l 0.110, 46. l 0.120, 46.10.130, 
and 46.10.190. [1983 c 30 § I; 1980 c 65 § l; 1975 1st 
ex.s. c 54.§ 34.] 

46.90.205 Public employees to obey traffic regula
tions. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the 
drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United 
S!ates, the state, or any county, city, town,· district, or 
any other political subdivision of the state, subject to 
such specific exceptions as are set forth in this chapter. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 35.) 

(Title 46 RCW-, 243) 



- • - -46.90.210 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

46.90,210 Police administration. There is established 
·· in the police department of the local authority a traffic 

division to be under the control of a police officer ap
pointed by, and directly responsible to, the chief of po
lice. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 36.) 

46.90.215 -Duty of traffic division. It shall be the 
duty of the traffic division with such aid as may be 
rendered by other members of the police department to 
enforce the traffic regulations of the local authority, to 
make arrests for traffic violations, to investigate acci
dents and to cooperate with the traffic engineer and 
other officers of the local authority in the administration 
of the traffic laws and in developing ways and means to 
improve traffic conditions, and to carry out those duties 
specially imposed upon the said division. by this chapter 
and the traffic ordinances of the local authority. [1975 
1st ex.s. c 54 § 37.) 

46.90.220 Authority of police and fire department 
officials. ( 1) Officers of the police department or such 
officers as are assigned by the chief of police are auth
orized to direct all traffic by voice, hand, or signal in 
conformance with law: Provided, That in the event of a 
fire or other emergency or to expedite traffic or to safe
guard pedestrians, officers of the police department may 
direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding 
the provisions of law. 

(2) Officers of the fire department, when at the scene 
· of a fire, may direct or assist the police in directing 

traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity. [1975 1st 
ex.s. c 54 § 38.) 

46.90,225 Records of traffic violations. (I) The po
lice department or the traffic division thereof shall keep 
a record of all violations of the traffic ordinances of the 
local authority or of the state motor vehicle laws of 
which any person has been charged, with the exception 
of illegal parking or standing violations, together with a 
record of the final disposition of all such alleged off en
ses. Such records shall be so maintained as to show all 
types of violations and the total of each. Such records 
shall accumulate during at least a five year period, and 
from that time on the records shall be maintained com
plete for at least the most recent five year period. 

(2) All forms for records of violations and notices of 
violations shall· be serially numbered. For .each month 
and year a written record of all such forms shall be kept. 

( 3) Records and reports conc~rning a person shall be 
available upon request only to that particular person re
questing such record or report concerning himself, or the 
legal guardian thereof, the parent of a minor, or any 
authorized representative of such interested party, or the 
attorney or insurer thereof. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 39.) 

46.90.230 Traffic division to investigate accidents. It 
shall be the duty of the traffic division, assisted by other 
members of the police department, to investigate traffic 
accidents, to arrest, and to assist in the prosecution of 
those persons charged with violations of law causing or 

(Title 46 RCW-p 244) 

contributing to such accidents. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
40.) 

46.90.235 Traffic accident studies. Whenever the 
accidents at any particular location become numerous, 
the traffic division shall cooperate with the traffic engi
neer in conducting studies of such accidents and in de
termining remedial measures. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 41.) 

46.90.240 Traffic accident reports. The traffic divi
sion shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic ac
cident reports. Accident reports or cards ref erring to 
them shall be filed alphabetically by location. Such re
ports shall be available for the use and the information 
of the traffic engineer. [ I 97 5 1st ex.s. c 54 § 42.] 

46.90.245 Traffic division to submit annual traffic 
safety report. The traffic division shall annually prepare 
a traffic report which shall be filed with the appointing 
authority of the local authority. Such report shall con
tain information on traffic matters in the local authority 
as follows: 

( 1) The number of traffic accidents, the number of 
persons killed, the number of persons injured, and other 
pertinent traffic accident data; 

(2) The number of traffic accidents investigated and 
other pertinent data on the safety activities of the police; 

(3) The plans and recommendations of the division for 
future traffic safety activities. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 43.) 

46.90.250 Police department to administer bicyc•e li
censes. The police department or some other office or 
department designated by the local authority shall ad
minister the bicycle license regulations required by this 
chapter. [ 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 44.] 

46.90.255 Police department to regulate parking me
ters. The police department shall be responsible for the 
regulation, control, operation, and use of parking meters 
installed in all parking meter zones. [ I 97 5 1st ex.s. c 54 
§ 45.) 

46.90.260 Traffic engineer. ( 1) The office of traffic 
engineer is established: Provided, Thai if there is no 
traffic eugineer, then the engineer of the local authority 
shall serve as traffic engineer in addition to his other 
functions, and shall exercise the powers and duties with 
respect to traffic as provided in this chapter: Provided 
further, That if there is no engineer in the local author
ity, then the appointing authority shall designate a per
son to exercise such powers and duties. 

(2) It shall be the general duty of the traffic engineer 
to determine the installation and maintenance of traffic 
control devices, to conduct engineering analysis of traffic 
accidents and to devise remedial measures, to conduct 
engineering investigations of traffic conditions, to plan 
the operation c;,f traffic on the highways of the local au
thority, to cooperate with other officials in the develop
ment of ways and means to improve traffic conditions, 
and to carry out the additional powers and duties im
posed by any ordinances of the local authority. [1975 1st 
ex.s. c 54 § 46.] 
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46.90.265 Traffic engineer--Authority. The traffic 
engineer is authorized: 

( l) To place and maintain official traffic control de
vices when and as required under the traffic ordinances 
or resolutions of the local authority to make effective the 
provisions of said ordinances or resolutions, and may 
place and maintain such additional official traffic con
trol devices as he may deem necessary to regulate, warn, 
or guide traffic under the traffic ordinances or resolu
tions of the local authority; 

(2) To place and maintain official traffic control de
vices as he may deem necessary to regulate, warn, or 
guide traffic for construction, detours, emergencies, and 
special conditions; 

(3) To designate and maintain, by appropriate de
vices, marks, or lines upon the sµrface of the roadway, 
crosswalks at intersections where in his opinion there is 
particular danger to pedestrians crossing the roadway, 
and in such other places as he may deem necessary; 

(4) To establish safety zones of such kind and char
acter and at such places as he may deem necessary for 
the protection of pedestrians; 

(5) To mark traffic lanes upon the roadway of any 
highway where a regular alignment of traffic is 
necessary; 

(6) To regulate the timing of traffic signals so as to 
permit the movement of traffic in an orderly and safe 
manner; 

(7) To place official traffic control devices within or 
adjacent to intersections indicating the course to be 
traveled by vehicles turning at such intersections, in ac
cordance with the provisions of this chapter, and such 
course to be traveled as so indicated may conform to or 
be other than as prescribed by law; 

(8) To determine those intersections at which drivers 
of vehicles shall not mak~ a right, left, or U turn, and 
shall place proper signs at such intersections. The mak
ing of such turns may be prohibited between certain 
hours of any day and permitted at other hours, in which 
event the same shall be plainly indicated on the signs or 
they may be removed when such turns are permitted; 

(9) To erect and maintain stop signs, yield signs, or 
other official traffic control devices to designate arterial 
highways or to designate intersections or other roadway 
junctions at which vehicular traffic on one or more of 
the roadways shall yield or stop and yield before enter
ing the· intersection or junction, except as provided in 
RCW 46.61.195; . 

( I 0) To issue special permits to authorize the backing 
of a vehicle to the curb for the purpose of loading or 
unloading property subject to the terms and conditions. 
of such permit. Such permits may be issued either to the 
owner or lessee of real property alongside the curb or to 
the owner of the vehicle and shall grant to such person 
the privilege as therein stated and authorized by this 
section; 

( 11) To erect signs indicating no parking upon both 
sides of a highway when the width of the improved 
roadway does not exceed twenty feet, or upon one side of 
a highway as indicated by such signs when the width of 
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_the improved roadway is between twenty and twenty
eight feet; 

(12) To determine when standing or parking may be 
permitted upon the left-hand side of any roadway when 
the highway includes two or more separate roadways 
and traffic is restricted to one direction upon any such 
roadway and to erect signs giving notice thereof; 

(13) To determine and designate by proper signs 
places not exceeding one hundred feet in length in which 
the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles would cre
ate an especially hazardous condition or would cause 
unusual delay to traffic; 

(14) To determine the location of loading zones, pas
senger loading zones, and tow-away zones and shall 
place and maintain appropriate signs or curb markings 
supplemented with the appropriate words stenciled on 
the curb indicating the same and stating the hours dur
ing which the provisions of this chapter are applicable; 

(15) To establish bus stops, bus stands, taxicab stands, 
and stands for other for hire vehicles on such highways 
in such places and in such number as he shall determine 
to be of the greatest benefit and convenience to the pub
lic, and every such bus stop, bus stand, taxicab stand, or 
other stand shall be designated by appropriate signs or 
by curb markings supplemented with the appropriate · 
words stenciled on the curb; 

(16) To erect and maintain official traffic control de~ 
vices on any highway or part thereof to impose gross 
weight limits on the basis of an engineering and traffic 
investigation; 

( 17) To erect and maintain official traffic control de
vices on any highway or part thereof to prohibit the op
eration of trucks exceeding ten thousand pounds gross 
weight on the basis of an engineering and traffic investi
gation: Provided, That such devices shall not prohibit 
necessary local operation on such highways for the pur
pose of making a pickup or delivery; 

(I 8) To erect and maintain official traffic control de
vices on any highway or part thereof to impose vehicle 
size restrictions on the basis of an engineering and traf-
fic investigation; . 

( 19) To determine and designate those heavily trav
eted highways upon which shall be prohibited any class 
or kind of traffic which is found to be incompatible with 
the normal and safe movement of traffic on the basis of 
an engineering and traffic investigation and shall erect 
appropriate official traffic control devices giving notice 
thereof; 

(20) To install, parking· meters in the established 
parking meter zones upon the curb adjacent to each 
designated parking space; 

(21) To designate the parking space adjacent to each 
parking meter for which such meter is to be used by ap
propriate markings upon the curb and/or the pavement 
of the highway; 

(22) To post appropriate signs making it unlawful for 
pedestrians to cross highways in certain crosswalks when 
such crossing would endanger either pedestrian or vehic
ular traffic using the highway; 

rmte 46 RCW-p 245} 



• • -46.90.26S Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

(23) To test new or proposed traffic control devices 
under actual conditions of traffic. [ 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
47.] 

46.90.270 Local authority--Authority. After an 
engineering and traffic investigation by the traffic engi
neer, the local authority may by resolution: 

( 1) Decrease maximum speed limits pursuant to 
RCW 46.61.415; 

(2) Increase maximum speed limits pursuant to RCW 
46.61.415; 

(3) Determine and declare the maximum speed limits 
on arterial highways pursuant to RCW 46.61.415; 

(4) Determine and declare upon what highways angle 
parking shall be permitted pursuant to RCW 
46.61.575(3); 

(5) Prohibit, regulate, or limit, stopping, standing, or · 
parking of vehicles on any highway at all times or during 
such times as shall be indicated by official traffic control 
devices; 

(6) Determine and declare parking meter zones upon 
those highways or parts thereof where the installation of 
parking meters will be necessary to regulate parking; 

(7) Close any highway or part thereof temporarily to 
any or all traffic; 

(8) Determine and declare one-way highways pursu
ant to RCW 46.61.135; 

(9) Determine and declare arterial highways pursuant 
to RCW 46.61.195 and 46.61.435. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
48.] 

46.90.275 Traffic safety commission-Powers and 
duties. ( 1) There is established a traffic safety commis
sion to serve without compensation, consisting of the 
traffic engineer, the chief of police, or, in his discretion 
as his representative, the chief of the traffic division or 
other cognizant member of the police department, one 
representative each from the engineer's office and the 
attorney's office, and such number of other officers of 
the local authority and representatives of unofficial bod
ies as may be determined and appointed by the appoint
ing authority of the local authority. The chairman of the 
commission shall be appointed by such appointing au-
thority and may be removed by such authority. · 

(2) It shall be the duty of the traffic safety commis
sion, and to this end it shall have authority within the 
limits of the funds at its disposal, to coordinate traffic 
activities, to supervise the preparation and publication of 
traffic reports, to receive complaints having to do with 
traffic matters, and to recommend to the legislative body 
of the local authority and to the traffic engineer, the 
chief of the traffic division, and other officials, ways and 
means for improving traffic conditions and the adminis
tration and enforcement of traffic regulations. [ 197 5 1st 
ex.s. c 54 § 49.] 

46.90.300 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
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full: RCW 46.12.070, 46.12.080, 46.12.101, 46.12.260, 
46.12.300, 46.12.310, 46.12.320, 46.12.330, 46.12.340, 
46.12.350, 46.16.010, 46.16.025, 46.16.030, 46.16.135, 
46.16.140;· 46. 16.145, 46.16.170, 46.16.180, 46.16.240, 
46.16.260, 46.16.290, 46.16.380, 46.16.500, 46.16.505, 
46.20.011, 46.20.02 I, 46.20.022, 46.20.025, 46.20.027, 
46.20.031, 46.20.041, 46.20.045, 46.20.190, 46.20.220, 
46.20.308, 46.20.336, 46.20.342, 46.20.343, 46.20.344, 
46.20.391, 46.20.410, 46.20.420, 46.20.430, 46.20.435, 
46.20.440, 46.20.500, 46.20.510, 46.29.605, 46.32.060, 
46.32.070, 46.37.010, 46.37.020, 4637.030, 46.37.040, 
46.37 .050, 46.37 .060, 46.37 .070, 46.37 .080, 46.37 .090, 
46.37.100, 46.37.110, 46.37.120, 46.37.130, 46.37.140, 
46.37.150, 46.37.160, 46.37.170, 46.37.180, 46.37.184, 
46.37.185, 46.37.186, 46.37.187, 46.37.188, 46.37.190, 
46.37.196, 46.37.200, 46.37.210, 46.37.215, 46.37.220, 
46.37.230, 46.37.240, 46.37.260, 46.37.270, 46.37.280, 
46.37.290, 46.37.300, 46.37.310, 46.37.340, 46.37.351, 
46.37.360, 46.37.365, 46.37.369, 46.37.375, 46.37.380, 
46.37.390, 46.37.400, 46.37.410, 46.37.420, 46.37.425, 
46.37.430, 46.37.440, 46.37.4"50, 46.37.460, 46.37.465, 
46.37.480, 46.37.490, 46.37.500, 46.37.510, 46.37.513, 
46.37 .517, 46.37 .520, 46.37 .522, 46.37 .523, 46.37 .524, 
46.37.525, 46.37.527, 46.37.528, 46.37.529, 46.37.530, 
46.37.535, 46.37.537, 46.37.539, 46.37.540, 46.37.550, 
46.37.560, 46.37.570, 46.37.590, 46.37.600, 46.44.010, 
46.44.020, 46.44.030, 46.44.034, 46.44.036, 46.44.037, 
46.44.041, 46.44.042, 46.44.047, 46.44.050, 46.44.060, 
46.44.070, 46.44.090, 46.44.091, 46.44.092, 46.44.093, 
46.44.095, 46.44.096, 46.44.100, . 46.44.120, 46.44.130, 
46.44.140, .46.44.170, 46.44.173, 46.44.175, 46.44.180, 
46.48.170, 46.52.010, 46.52.020, 46.52.030, 46.52.040, 
46.52.070, 46.52.080, 46.52.088, 46.52.090, 46.52. l 00, 
46.52. l 04, 46.52.106, 46.52.108, 46.52. 11 l, 46.52.112, 
46.52.113, 46.52.114, 46.52.116, 46.52.117, 46.52.118, 
46.52.119, 46.52.1192, 46.52.1194, 46.52.1196, 46.52-
.1198, 46.52.145, 46.52.160, 46.52.170, 46.52.180, 46-
.52.190, 46.52.200, 46.52.210, and 46.80.010. [1983 c 30 
§ 2; 1982 c 25 § l; 1980 c 65 § 2; 1977 ex.s. c 60 § l; 
1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 50.) 

46.90.33S Owner of record presumed liable for costs 
when vehicle abandoned--Exception. ( 1) The aban
donment of any vehicle or automobile hulk shall consti
tute a prima facie presumption that the last owner of 
record is responsible for such abandonment and thus lia
ble for any costs incurred in removing, storing, and dis-
posing of any abandoned vehicle. · 

(2) A registered owner transferring a vehicle shall be 
relieved from personal liability under this section if 
within five days of the transfer he transmits to the de
partment a seller's report of sale on a form prescribed by 
the director. (1983 c 3 § 124; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 52.] 

46.90.340 Contract with registered disposer to dis
pose of vehicles and bulks--Compliance required. ( 1) 
The local authority may contract with any tow truck 
operator who is engaged in removing and storing of ve
hicles and who is registered as a registered disposer by 
the department for the purpose of disposing of certain 
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automobile hulks, abandoned junk motor vehicles, and 
abandoned vehicles. 

(2) Any registered disposer under contract to the local 
authority for the removing and storing of vehicles or 
hulks shall comply with the administrative regulations 
relative to the handling and disposing of vehicles or 
hulks as may be promulgated by the local authority or 
the director. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 53.) 

46,90.345 Stolen and abandoned vehicles-Reports 
of.--Recovery, report required, penalty--Disposition. 
It shall be the duty of the chief of police to report im
mediately to the chief of .the Washington state patrol all 
motor vehicles reported to them as stolen or recovered, 
upon forms to be provided by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol. 

In the event that any motor vehicle reported as stolen 
has been recovered, failure of the person so reporting the 
same as stolen to report the recovery thereof to the chief 
of police to whom such motor vehicle was reported as 
stolen is a traffic infraction. 

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to report to 
the chief of the Washington state patrol all vehicles or 
automobile hulks found abandoned on a highway or at 
any other place and the same shall, at the direction of a 
law enforcement officer, be placed in the custody of a 
registered disposer. [ I 979 ex.s. c 136 § I 00; I 97 5 I st 
ex.s. c 54 § 54.) 

Effectl,e date---Se•erablllty-1979 ex,s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.90.375 Disposition of abandoned junk motor vehi
cles. (I) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
chief of police on his own volition, or upon request from 
a private person having the right to possession of prop
erty upon which an abandoned junk motor vehicle has 
been left, shall inspect and may authorize the disposal of 
an abandoned junk motor vehicle. The chief of police 
shall record the make of such vehicle, the serial number 
if available, and shall also detail the damaged or missing 
equipment to substantiate a fair market value as scrap 
only. He shall prepare in duplicate for each such aban
doned junk motor vehicle an authorization to dispose on 
a form provided by the director. He shall issue the orig
inal copy of such authorization to dispose to any licensed 
hulk hauler, motor vehicle wrecker, or scrap processor 
for the purpose of acquiring an abandoned junk motor 
vehicle: Provided, That such acquisition is for the pur
pose of ultimate transfer: to and demolition by a licensed 
scrap processor. 

(2) Any moneys arising from the disposal of aban
doned junk motor vehicles shall be deposited in the 
county general fund. [ 197 5 1st ex.s. c 54 § 60.] 

46.90.400 Provisions of chapter ref er to vehicles upon 
bighway--Exceptions. The provisions of this chapter 
relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to 
the operation of vehicles upon highways except: 

( 1) Where a different place is specifically referred to 
in a given section; 
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(2) .The provisions of RCW 46.52.010, 46.52.020, 46-
.52.030, 46.52.070, 46.52.080, 46.52.090, and 46.61.500 
through 46.61.515 shall apply upon highways and else
where throughout the jurisdiction of the local authority. 
[ 197 5 I st ex.s. c 54 § 62.] 

46.90.403 Required obedience to traffic ordinance. It 
is unlawful for any person to do any act forbidden or fail 
to perform any act required by this chapter. [1975 1st 
ex.s. c 54 § 63.) 

46.90.406 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.61.015, 46.61.020, 46.61.021, 46.61.022, 
46.61.025, 46.61.030, 46.61.035, 46.61.050, 46.61.055, 
46.61.060, 46.61.065, 46.61.070, 46.61.072, 46.61.075, 
and 46.61.080. [ I 980 c 65 § 3; 1977 ex.s. c 60 § 2; 1975 
1st ex.s. c 54 § 64.) 

46.90;409 Traffic control devices required--Stop
ping, standing, and parking. No prohibition, regulation, 
or limitation relating to stopping, standing, or parking 
imposed under this chapter or any ordinance of the local · 
authority for which traffic control devices are required 
shall be effective unless official traffic control devices 
are erected and in place at the time of any alleged of
fense. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 65.] 

46.90.412 Crossing new pavement and markings. No 
person shall ride or drive any animal, bicycle, or vehicle, 
across any newly made pavement or freshly applied 
markings on any highway when a sign, cone marker, or 
other warning device is in place warning persons not to 
drive across such pavement or marking. [ 197 5 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 66.) 

46.90.415 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in · 
f\ill: RCW 46.61.085, 46.61.100, 46.61.105, 46.61.110, 
46.61.115, 46.61.120, 46.61.125, 46.61.130, 46.61.135, 
46.61.140, 46.61.145, 46.61.150, 46.61.155, 46.61.160, 
46.61.180, 46.61.185, 46.61.190, 46.61.195, 46.61.200, 
46.61.202, 46.61.205, 46.61.210, 46.61.215, 46.61.230, 
46.61.235, 46.61.240, 46.61.261, 46.61.264, 46.61.266, 
and 46.61.269. [1977 ex.s. c 60 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
67.] 

46.90.418 Prohibited crossing. No pedestrian shall 
cross a roadway except an alley other than in a cross
walk in any business district. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 68.] 

46.90.421 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re- . 
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
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full: RCW 46.61.245, 46.61.250, 46.61.255, 46.61.260, 
46.61.290, and 46.61.295. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 69.] 

46.90.427 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.61.300, 46.61.305, 46.61.310, 46.61.315, 
46.61,340, 46.61.345, 46.61.350, 46.61.355, 46.61.365, 
46.61.370, 46.61.375, 46.61.385, 46.61.400, 46.61.415, 
46.61.425, 46.6 l.427, 46.6 l.428, 46.61.435, 46.61.440, 
46.61.445, 46.61.450, 46.61.455, 46.61.460, 46.61.465, 
46.61.470, 46.61.475, 46.61.500, 46.61.502, 46.61.504, 
46.61.506, 46.6 l.515, 46.61.520, 46.61.525, 46.61.530, 
46.61.535, 46.61.540, 46.61.560, 46.61.565, 46.61.570, 
and 46.61.575. [1982 c 25 § 2; I 980 c 65 § 4; I 977 ex.s. 
c 60 § 4; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 71.] 

46.90.430 Obedience to angle-parking signs or mar
kings. Upon those highways which have been signed or 
marked for angle-parking, no person shall park or stand 
a vehicle other than at the angle to the curb or edge of 
the roadway indicated by such signs or markings. [1975 
1st ex.s. c 54 § 72.] 

46.90.433 Parking not to obstruct traffic. (1) No 
person shall park a vehicle upon a highway in such a 
manner or under such conditions as to leave available 
less than ten feet of the width of the roadway for free 
movement of vehicular traffic. 

(2) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle 
within an alley in such position as to block the driveway 
entrance to any abutting property. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
73.] 

46.90.436 Parking for certain purposes unlawful. ( 1) 
No person shall park any vehicle upon any highway for 
the principal purpose of: 

(a) Displaying advertising; 
(b) Displaying such vehicle for sale; 
(c) Selling merchandise from such vehicle, except 

when authorized. 
(2) No person shall park any vehicle upon any road

way for the principal purpose of washing, greasing, or 
repairing such vehicle except repairs necessitated by an 
emergency. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 74.] 

46.90.439 Standing in passenger loading zone. No 
person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any pur
pose or period of time other· than for the expeditious 
loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked 
as a passenger loading zone during hours when the reg
ulations applicable to the loading zone are effective, and 
then only for a period not to exceed three minutes. [1975 
I st ex.s. c 54 § 75.] 

46.90.442 Standing in loading zone. (I) No person 
shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or 
period of time other than for the expeditious unloading 
and delivery or pickup and loading of property in any 
place marked as a loading zone during hours when the 
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provisions applicable to such zone are in effect. In no 
case shall the stop for loading and unloading of property 
exceed thirty minutes. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle may stop temporarily at a 
loading zone for the purpose of and while actually en
gaged in loading or unloading passengers when such 
stopping does not interfere with any vehicle which is 
waiting to enter or about to enter such zone to load or 
unload property. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 76.] 

46.90.445 Standing in a tow-away zone. No person 
shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a place marked as 
a tow-away zone during hours when the provisions ap
plicable to such zone are in effect. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
77.] 

46.90.448 Violating permits for loading or unloading 
at an angle to the curb. It shall be unlawful for any per
mittee or other person to violate any of the special terms 
or conditions of any permit issued by the traffic engineer 
for the backing of a vehicle to the curb for the purpose 
of loading or unloading property. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
78.] 

46.90.451 Standing or parking on one-way roadways. 
In the event a highway includes two or more separate 
roadways, no person shall stand or park a vehicle upon 
the left-hand side of such one-way roadway unless signs 
are erected to permit such standing or parking. [1975 
1st ex.s. c 54 § 79.] 

46.90.454 Stopping, standing, and parking of buses· 
and taxicabs regulated. (1) The operator of a bus shall 
not stand or park such vehicle upon any highway at any 
place other than a designated bus stop. This provision 
shall not prevent the operator of a bus from temporarily 
stopping in accordance with other stopping, standing, or 
parking regulations at any place for the purpose of and 
while actually engaged in the expeditious loading or un
loading of passengers or their baggage. 

(2) The operator of a bus shall enter a bus stop or 
passenger loading zone on a highway in such a manner 
that the bus when· stopped to load or unload passengers 
or baggage shall be in a position with the right front 
wheel of such vehicle not farther than eighteen inches 
from the curb and the bus approximately parallel to the 
curb so as not to unduly impede the movement of other 
vehicular traffic. 

(3) The operator of a taxicab. shall not stand or park 
such vehicle upon any ~ighway at any place other than 
in a designated taxicab- stand. This provision shall not 
prevent the operator of a taxicab from temporarily stop
ping in accordance with other stopping, standing, or 
parking regulations at any place for the purpose of and 
while actually engaged in the expeditious loading or un
loading of passengers. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 80.] 

46.90.457 Restricted use of bus stops and taxicab 
stands. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle 
other than a bus in a bus stop, or other than a taxicab in 
a taxicab stand when any such stop or stand has been 
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officially designated and appropriately signed, except the 
driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop there 
for the purpose of or while actually engaged in loading 
or unloading passengers when such stopping does not in
terfere with any bus, or taxicab waiting to enter or about 
to enter such stop or stand. (1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 81.) 

46.90.460 Right of way for parking. The driver of 
any vehicle who first begins driving or maneuvering his 
vehicle into a vacant parking space shall have a prior 
right of way to park in such place, and it shall be un
lawful for another driver to attempt to deprive him 
thereof by blocking his access or otherwise. For the pur
pose of establishing right of way in this section it shall 
be considered proper to back into any but a front-in an
gle parking space. [ I 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 82.] 

46.90.463 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sectioris of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.61.580, 46.61.590, 46.61.600, 46.61.605, 
46.61.606, 46.61.608, 46.61.61 o, 46.61.611, 46.61.612, 
46.61.614, 46.61.615, 46.61.620, 46.61.625, 46.61.630, 
46.61.635, 46.61.640, 46.61.645, 46.61.655, 46.61.660, 
46.61.665, 46.61.670, 46.61.675, 46.61.680, and 46.61-
.685. [1980 c 65 § 5; 1977 ex.s. c 60 § 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 83.] 

46.90.466 Funeral processions. ( 1) A funeral proces
sion shall proceed to the place of interment by the most 
direct route which is both legal and practicable. 

(2) A funeral procession shall be accompanied by ad
equate escort vehicles for traffic control purposes as de
termined by the chief of police. 

(3) All motor vehicles in a funeral procession shall be 
identified by having their headlights turned on or by 
such other method as may be determined and designated 
by the chief of police. 

(4) All motor vehicles in a funeral procession shall be 
operated as near to the right-hand edge of the roadway 
as is practicable and shall follow the vehicle ahead as 
close as is practicable and safe. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
84.] 

46.90.469 When permits required for parades and 
processions. With the exception of funeral• processions 
and parades of the armed forces of the United States, 
the military forces of this state, and the forc~s of the 
police and fire departments, no processions or parades 
shall be conducted on the highways within the jurisdic
tion of the local authority except in accordance with a 
permit issued by the chief of police and such other regu
lations as are set forth in this chapter which may be ap
plicable. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 85.] 

46.90.472 Interfering with processions. (1) No per
son shall unreasonably interfere with a procession. 

(2) No person shall operate a vehicle that is not part 
of a procession between the vehicles of the procession. 
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This provision shall not apply at intersections where 
traffic is controlled by traffic control devices unless a 
police offlcer is present at such intersections to direct 
traffic so as to preserve the continuity of the procession. 
(1975 !st ex.s. c 54 § 86.] 

46.90.475 Boarding or alighting from vehicles. -No 
person shall board or alight from any vehicle while such 
vehicle is in motion. [ I 97 5 1st ex.s. c 54 § 87.] 

46.90.478 Unlawful riding. No person shall ride upon 
any portion of a vehicle not designed or intended for the 
use of passengers. This provision shall not apply to an 
employee engaged in the necessary discharge of a duty, 
or to persons riding within truck bodies in space in
tended for merchandise. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 88.] 

46.90.48 i Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.61.700, 46.61.710, 46.61.720, 46.61.750, 
46.61.755, 46.61.760, 46.61.765, 46.61.770, 46.61.775, 
and 46.61.780. [1980 c 65 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 89.) 
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46.90.600 Parking meter spaces. No person shall 
park a vehicle in any designated parking meter space 
during the restricted or regulated time applicable to the 
parking meter zone in which such meter is located so 
that any part of such vehicle occupies more than one 
such space or protrudes beyond the markings designa
ting such space,- except that a vehicle which is of a size 
too lllrge to be parked within a single designated parking 
meter space shall be permitted to occupy two adjoining 
parking meter spaces when coins shall have been depos
ited in the parking meter for _each space so occupied as is 
required for the parking of other vehicles in such spaces. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 104.] 

46.90.610 Parking meters--Deposit of coins arid 
time limits. (1) No person shall park a vehicle in any 
parking meter space alongside of and next to which a 
parking meter has been installed during the restricted 
and regulated time applicable to the parking meter zone 
in which _such meter is located unless a United States 
coin or coins of the appropriate denomination as indi
cated .. on the parking meter shall have been deposited 
therein, or shall have been previously deposited therein 
for an unexpired interval of time, and said meter has 
been placed in operation. 
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(2) No person shall permit a vehicle within his control 
to be parked in any parking meter space during the re
stricted and regulated time applicable to the parking 
meter zone in which such meter is located while the 
parking meter for such space indicates by signal that the 
lawful parking time in such space has expired. This pro
vision shall not apply to the act of parking or the neces
sary time which is required to deposit immediately 
thereafter a coin or coins in such meter. 

(3) No person shall park a vehicle in any parking me
ter space for a consecutive period of time longer than 
that limited period of time for which parking is lawfully 
permitted in the parking meter zone in which such meter 
is located, irrespective of the number or amounts of the 
coins deposited in such meter. 

( 4) The provisions of this sectior:i shall not relieve any 
person from the duty to observe other and more restric
tive provisions of this chapter prohibiting or limiting the 
stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles in .specified 
places or at specified times. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 105.] 

46.90.620 Parking meters-Use of slugs prohib
ited. No person shall deposit or attempt to deposit in any 
parking meter any bent coin, slug, button, or any other 
device or substance as substitutes for United States 
coins. [ 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 106.] 

46.90.630 Tampering with parking meter. No person 
shall deface, injure, tamper with, open, or. wilfully break, 
destroy, or impair the usefulness of any parl,cing meter. 
[I 975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 107 .] 

46.90.640 Parking meters-Rule of evidence. The 
parking or standing of any motor vehicle in a parking 
space, at which space the parking meter displays the 
sign or signal indicating illegal parking, shall constitute 
a prima facie presumption that the vehicle has been 
parked or allowed to stand in such space for a period 
longer than permitted by this chapter. [ I 97 5 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 108.) 

46.90.650 Parking meters--Application. of pro
ceeds. ( 1) The coins required to be deposited in parking 
meters are levied and assessed as fees to cover the regu
lation and control of parking upon highways, the costs of 
parking meters, their installation, inspection, supervision, 
operation, repair, and maintenance, control and use of 
parking spaces, and regulating the parking of vehicles in 
parking meter zones; and the costs of acquiring, estab
lishing, improving, maintaining, and operating public 
off-street parking facilities. 

(2) The coins deposited in parking meters shall be 
collected by the duly authorized agents of the local au
thority and shall be deposited by them as directed by the 
-local authority. 

(3) The local authority shall pay from the moneys 
collected from parking meters the costs of any parking 
meters purchased and installed as provided herein, and 
expenses incurred for their installation, inspection, serv
ice, supervision, repair, and maintenance, for making 
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collections from such parking meters, and for the en
forcement of provisions herein applicable to parking me
ter zones. The net proceeds derived from the operation 
of parking meters after the payment of such costs and 
expenses, may be used for parking studies and for the 
acquisition, establishment, improvement, maintenance, 
and operation of public off-street parking facilities. 
(1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 109.] 

46.90.660 Service parking. The chief of police is 
authorized to issue a permit for service parking upon 
payment of the fee prescribed by the local authority and 
upon the following conditions: 

(I) Application shall be made to the chief of police on 
such forms as the chief of police shall prescribe. The ap
plicant shall set forth the applicant's business and the 
necessity for such permit. The chief of police shall in
vestigate the facts as necessary. 

(2) If it appears that a necessity exists, the chief of 
police may authorize the issuance of such permit under 
the conditions prescribed in this section. 

(3) Upon issuance of the permit, the permittee shall 
be issued a hood to use ,in covering any parking meter. 
As many hoods may be issued upon payment of the pre
scribed fee as the chief of police deems necessary or 
convenient for the applicant. The hood shall be provided 
with a padlock, two keys, and· an identification card at
tached with a blank space thereon. 

(4) Upon entering any parking meter space available, 
the perrniitee shall place the hood over the parking me
ter and lock the same and shall indicate in such blank 
space the exact place where the service work is being 
rendered. 

(5) The permittee shall not place the hood over any 
meter when the space is occupied by another vehicle, 
and shall before vacating the space at the conclusion of 
the work remove the hood. The hood shall not be al
lowed to remain in place for over one hour when the 
space is not occupied by an authorized vehicle, nor shall 
it be allowed to remain in place after 6 p.m. on any 
weekday or on any Sunday or holiday. It shall not be 
used during hours when parking or stopping in the park
ing meter space is prohibited. No vehicle licensed as a 
passenger car shall be parked in the space covered by 
the hooded parking meter. 

(6) The chief of police may revoke any permit if the 
service parking hood is used for any purpose other than 
that authorized in this section or for any violation of this 
chapter. Upon revocation, the hood shall immediately be 
returned to the poltce department and all fees paid shall 
be forfeited. Police officers finding such hood in use 
shall investigate the use being made thereof, and if it is 
found in violation of this section shall report the facts to 
the chief of police. 

(7) Any permit issued under this section shall unless 
revoked be valid for a period of one year. 

(.8) The permittee shall also pay a deposit in an 
amount prescribed by the local authority at the time of 
issuance of the hood, padlock, and keys, which shall re
main the property of the local authority. In case a hood, 
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a padlock, or key becomes lost or destroyed or so de
.. faced that it is no longer usable, the permittee shall for
feit such deposit. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 110.) 

46.90. 700 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.64.010, 46.64.015; 46.64.020, 46.64.025, 
46.64.030, and 46.64.048. [ 1980 c 65 § 7; I 977 ex.s. c 
60 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 111.) 

46.90. 705 Certain RCW sections adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter' in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.63.010, 46.63.020, 46.63.030, 46.63.040, 
46.63.060, 46.63.070, 46.63.080, 46.63.090, 46.63.100, 
46.63.110, 46.63.120, 46.63.130, 46.63.140, and 46.63-
.151. [1982 C 25 § 3; 1980 C 65 § 8.) 

46.90.710 Penalties. Unless another penalty is ex
pressly provided by law, any person found to have com
mitted an act designated a traffic infraction under the 
provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a penalty 
of not more than two hundred fifty dollars. [ 1980 c 128 
§ 15; 1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 112.) 

EffectiYe date-.--Severablllty-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

46.90. 720 Citation on illegally parked vehicle. 
Whenever any motor vehicle without driver is found 
parked, standing, or stopped in violation of this chapter, 
the officer finding such vehicle shall take its registration 
number and may take any other information displayed 
on the vehicle which may identify its user, and shall 
conspicuously affix to such vehicle a traffic citation. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 113.) 

46.90.730 Failure to comply with traffic citation at
tached to parked vehicle. If a violator of any provision of 
this chapter on stopping, standing, or parking does not 
appear in response to a traffic citation affixed to such 
motor vehicle within a period of five days, the clerk of 
the traffic court shall send to the owner of the motor 
vehicle to which· the traffic citation was affixed a letter 
informing him of the violation and warning him th.at in 
the event such letter is disregarded for a period of five 
days, a warrant of arrest will be issued. [1975 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 114.) 

46.90.740 Presumption in reference to illegal park
ing. (I) In any prosecution charging a violation of any 
law or regulation governing the stopping, standing, or 
parking of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle 
described in the complaint was stopping, standing, or 
parking in violation of any such law or regulation, to
gether with proof that the defendant named in the com
plaint was at the time of such violation, the registered 
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owner of such vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a 
prima facie presumption that the registered owner of 
such vehicle was the person who parked or placed such 
vehicle at _the point where, and for the time during 
which, such violation occurred. 

(2) The foregoing stated presumption shall apply only 
when the procedure as prescribed in RCW 46.90.720 
and 46.90.730 has been followed. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 
115.) 

46.90.900 Certain RCW s~ctions adopted by refer
ence. The following sections of the Revised Code of 
Washington as now or hereafter amended are hereby 
adopted by reference as a part of this chapter in all re
spects as though such sections were set forth herein in 
full: RCW 46.98.020, 46.98.030, 46.98.040, 47.36.060, 
47.36.110, 47.36.180, 47.36.200, 47.36.220, 47.52.010, 
47.52.01 l, 47.52.040, 47.52.110, 47.52.120, 70.84.020, 
70.84.040, and 70.93.060. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 116.) 

46.90.910 Uniformity of interpretation. This chapter 
shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate its 
general purpose to make uniform the laws of those local 
authorities which enact it. [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 117.] 

46.90.920 Short title. This chapter may be known 
and cited as the "Washington Model Traffic Ordi
nance." [1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 118.) 

46.90,930 Chapter not retroactive. This chapter shall 
not have a retr.oactive effect and shall not apply to any 
traffic accident, to any cause of action arising out of a 
traffic accident or judgment arising therefrom, or to any 
violation of a traffic ordinance of the local authority, 
occurring prior to the effective date of this chapter. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 119.) 

46.90.940 Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c S4. If any 
provision of this chapter, or its application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the 
chapter, or the application of the provision to other per
sons or circumstances is not affected. [ 197 5 1st ex.s. c 
54 § 120.) 

46.90.950 Effect of headings. Section headings con
tained in this chapter shall not be deemed to govern, 
limit, modify, or in any manner affect the scope, mean
ing, or extent of the provisions of any section hereof. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 54 § 121.) 
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16.24.065 Stock at large in areas--Unlawful. No 
person owning or in control of any livestock shall wil
fully or negligently allow such livestock to run at large 
in any stock restricted area, nor sha.11 any person owning 
or in control of any livestock allow such livestock to 
wander or stray upon the right--0f-way of any public 
highway lying within a stock restricted area when not in 
the charge of some person. [ l 937 c 40 § 6; RRS § 
3070-3. Formerly RCW 16.24.070, part.] 

Stock at larae on hiahway right-of-way-Unlawful-Impound-
ing: RCW 16.24.070. . 

16.24.070 Stock at large on highway right-of
way--Unlawful--Impounding. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to cause or permit any livestock to graze 
or stray upon any portion of the right--0f-way of any 
public highway of this state, within any stock restricted 
area. It shall be unlawful for any person to herd or move 
any livestock over, along or across the right--0f-way of 
any public highway, or portion thereof, within any stock 
restricted area, without having in attendance a sufficient 
number of persons to control the movement of such live
stock and to warn or otherwise protect vehicles traveling 
upon such public highway from any danger by reason of 
such livestock being herded or moved thereon. 

In the event that any livestock is allowed to stray or 
graze upon the right--0f-way of any public highway, or 
portion th~reof, within any stock restricted area, i.mat
tended, the same may be impounded for safekeeping 
and, if the owner be not known, complaint may be insti
tuted against such stock in a court of competent juris
diction. Notice shall be published in one issue of a paper 
of general circulation published as close as possible to 
the location where the livestock were found, describing 
as nearly as possible the stock, where found, and that the 
same are to be sold. In the event that the owner appears 
and convinces the court of his right thereto, the stock 
may be delivered upon payment by him of all costs of 
court, advertising and caring for the stock. In the event 

. no person claiming the right thereto shall appear by the 
close of business on the tenth day following and exclu
sive of the date of publication of notice, the stock may 
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be sold at public or private sale, all costs of court, 
advertising and caring therefor paid from the proceeds 
thereof and the balance certified by the judge of the 
court ordering such sale, to the treasurer of the county 
in which located, to be credited to the county school 
fund. (1937 c 189 § 127; RRS § 6360-127, part. Prior: 
1927 c 309 § 41, part; RRS § 6362-41, part. FORM ER 
PART OF SECTION: 1937 c 40 § 6; RRS § 3070-3, 
now codified as RCW 16.24.065. Formerly RCW 16.24-
.070 and 16.24.080.] 
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46.08.030 Uniformity of application. The provisions 
of this title relating to the operation of vehicles shall be 
applicable and uniform upon all persons operating vehi
cles upon the public highways of this state,. except as 
otherwise specifically provided. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.08.030. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 3; RRS § 6360-3.) 
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- • Snowmobiles 46.10.010 

46.10.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter the 
words and phrases in this section shall have the desig
nated meanings unless a different meaning is expressly 
provided or the context otherwise clearly indicated. 

(I) "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, part
nership, association, or corporation. 

(2) "Snowmobile" shall mean any self-propelled vehi
cle capable of traveling over snow or ice, which utilizes 
as its means of propulsion an endless belt tread, or 
cleats, or any combination of these or other similar 
means of contact with the surface upon which it is oper
ated, and which is steered wholly or in part by skis or 
sled type runners, and which is not otherwise registered 
as, or subject to the motor vehicle excise tax in- the state 
of Washington. 

(3) "All terrain vehicle" shall mean any self-propelled 
vehicle other than a snowmobile, capable of cross
country travel on or immediately over land, water, snow, 
ice, marsh, swampland, and other natural terrain, in
cluding, but not limited to, four-wheel vehicles, amphib
ious vehicles, ground effect or air cushion vehicles, and 
any other means of land transportation deriving motive 
power from any source other than muscle or wind; ex
cept any vehicle designed primarily for travel on, over, 
or in the water, farm vehicles, or any military or law 
enforcement vehicles. 

(._4) "Owner" shall mean the person, other than a lien
holder, having the property in or title to a snowmobile or 
all terrain vehicle, and entitled to the use or possession 
thereof. 

(5) "Operator" means each person who operates, or is 
in physical control of, any snowmobile or all terrain 
vehicle. 

(6) "Public roadway" shall mean the entire width of 
the right of way of any road or street designed and ordi
narily used for travel or parking of motor vehicles, which 
is controlled by a public authority other than the 
Washington state department of transportation, and 
which is __ open as a matter of right to the general public 
for ordinary vehicular traffic. 

(7.) "Highways" shall mean the entire width of the 
right of way of all primary and secondary state high
ways, including all portions of the interstate highway 
system. 
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·(8) "Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, 
or corporation engaged in the business of selling snow
mobiles or all terrain vehicles at wholesale or retail in 
this state. 

(9) "Department" shall mean the department of 
licensing. 

(10) "Director" shall mean the director of the depart
ment of licensing. 

( 11) "Commission" shall mean the Washington state 
parks and recreation commission. 

(12) "Hunt" shall mean any effort to kill, injure, cap
ture, or disturb a wild animal or wild bird. 

(13) "Committee" means the Washington state parks 
and recreation commission snowmobile advisory com
mittee. [ 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 1; 1979 c 158. § 131; 1971 
ex.s. c 29 § 1.] 
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46.10.090 Operating violations. (I) It is a traffic in
fraction for any person to operate any snowmobile: 

(a) At a rate of speed greater than reasonable and 
prudent under the existirtg conditions. 

(b) In a manrter so as to endanger the property of 
another. 

(c) Without a lighted headlight and taillight between 
the hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise required 
for the safety of others. 

(d) Without an adequate braking device which may 
be operated either by ~and or foot. 

(e) Without an adequate and operating muffling de
vice which shall effectively blend the exhaust and motor 
noise in such a manner so as to preclude excessive or 
unusual noise, and, (i) on snowmobiles manufactured on 
or before January 4, 1973, which shall effectively limit 
such noise at a level of eighty-six decibels, or below, on 
the •A• scale at fifty feet, and (ii) on snowmobiles 
manufactured after January 4, 1973, which shall effec
tively lirttit such noise at a level of eighty-two decibels, 
or below, on the "A" scale at fifty feet, and (iii) on 
snowmobiles manufactured after January I, 1975, which 
shall effectively limit such noise at a level of seventy
eight decibels, or below, as measured on the "A" scale at 
a distance of fifty feet, under testing procedures. as es
tablished by the department of ecology; except snowmo
biles used in organized racing events in an area 
designated for that purpose may use a bypass or cutout 
device. This section shall not affect the power of the de
partment of ecology to adopt noise performance stand
ards for snowmobiles. Noise performance standards 
adopted or to be adopted by the department of ecology 
shall be in addition to the standards contained in this 
section, but the department's standards shall supersede 
this section to the extent of any inconsistency. 

(f) Upon the paved portion or upon the shoulder or 
inside bank or slope of any public roadway or highway, 
or upon the median of any divided highway, except as 
provided in RCW 46.10.100 and 46.10.110. 
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(g) In any area or in such a manner so as to expose 
the underlying soil or vegetation, or to injure, damage, 
or destroy trees or growing crops. 

(h) Without a current registration decal affixed 
thereon, if not exempted under RCW 46.10.030 as now 
or hereafter amended. 

(2) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate any 
snowmobile so as to endanger the person of another or 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or nar
cotics or habit-forming drugs. [l 980 c 148 § 1. Prior: 
1979 ex.s. c 182 § 1 O; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 43; 1975 1st 
ex.s. c 181 § 5; 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 9.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date--1980 c 148: •sections 1 through 7 of this 1980 

act shall take effect January 1, I 98 I. Section 8 of this I 980 act is nec
essary for the immedia_te preservation of the public peace, health, and 
safety, the support of the state government and its existing institutions, 
and shall take effect immediately." (1980 c 148 § 9.] 

Effective date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.10.100 Crossing public roadways and highways 
lawful, when. It shall be lawful to drive or operate a 
snowmobile across public roadways and highways other 
than limited access highways when: 

The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 
ninety degrees to the direction of the highway and at a 
place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe 
crossing; and 

The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before 
entering the public roadway or highway; and 

The operator of the snowmobile yields the right of 
way to motor vehicles using the public roadway or high
way; and 

The crossing is made at a place which is greater than 
one hundred feet from any public roadway or highway 
intersection. [ 1971 ex.s. c 29 § IO.] 

46.10.110 Operating upon public road or highway 
lawful, when. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 
46.10.100, it shall be lawful to operate a snowmobile 
upon a public roadway or highway: · 

Where such roadway or highway is completely cov
ered with snow or ice and has been closed by the re
sponsible governing body to motor vehicle traffic during 
the winter months; or 

When the responsible governing body gives notice that 
such roadway or highway is open to snowmobiles or all
terrain vehicle use; or 

In an emergency durin'g the period of time when and 
at locations where snow upon the roadway or highway 
renders such impassible to travel by automobile; or 

When traveling along a designated snowmobile trail. 
[1972 ex.s. c 153 § 23; 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 11.] 

Purpose-1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.120 Restrictions on age of operators-
Qualifications. No person under twelve years of age shall 
operate a snowmobile on or across a public roadway or 
highway in this state, and no person between the ages of 
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twelve and sixteen years of age shall operate a snowmo
bile on or across a public road or highway in this state 
unless he has taken a snowmobile safety education 
course and been certified as qualified to operate a snow
mobile by an instructor designated by the commission as 
qualified to conduct such a course and issue such a cer
tificate, and he has on his person at the time he is oper
ating a snowmobile evidence of such certification: 
Provided, That persons under sixteen years of age who 
have not been certified as qualified snowmobile operat
ors may operate a snowmobile under the direct supervi
sion of a qualified snowmobile operator. [ l 972 ex.s. c 
153 § 24; 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 12.] 

Purpose---1972 ex.s. c 153: See RCW 67.32.080. 

46.10.130· Additional violadons--Penalty. No per
son shall operate a snowmobile in such a way as to en
danger human life, or to run down or harass deer, elk, or 

. any wildlife, or any domestic animal, nor shall he carry 
any loaded weapon upon, nor hunt from, any snowmo
bile. Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty ofa gross misdemeanor. [ 1979 ex.s. c 182 
§ 11; 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 13.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense ·cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

··---------~-- ~----------
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46.10.190 Violations as traffic infractions-Ex
ceptions---CMI liability. (I ) Except as provided in 
RCW 46. 10.090(2), 46.10.055, and 46. 10.130, any vio
lation of the provisions of this chapter is a traffic infrac
tion: Provided, That the penalty for failing to display a 
valid registration decal under RCW 46.10.090 as now or 
hereafter amended shall be a fine of forty dollars and 
such fine shall be· remitted to the general fund of the 
governmental unit, which personnel issued the citation, 
for expenditure solely for snowmobile law enforcement. 

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in RCW 46-
.10.090 and subsection (1) of this section, the operator 
and/oi the owner of any snowmobile used with the per
mission of the owner shall be liable for three times the 
amount of any damage to trees, shrubs, growing crops, 
or other property injured as the result of travel by such 
snowmobile over the property involved. [ 1982 c 17 § 8; 
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1980 c 148 § 2. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 14; 1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 44; 1975 1st ex.s. c 181 § 6; 1971 ex.s. c 29 § 19.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Effective date---1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090. 
Effective date----Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 26) 
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JilS 46.I 2.070 Destruction of vehicle--:.-8urrender of 
certificates, penalty--Notice of settlement by insur
ance company. Upon the destruction of any vehicle cov
ered by certificates of license registration and ownership, 
the registered owner and the legal owner shall forthwith 
and within five days thereafter forward and surrender 
such certificate, together with the vehicle license plates 
therefor if available, to the director, together with a 
statement of the reason for such surrender and the time 
and place of destruction. Failure to notify the director or 
the possession by any person of any such certificate for a 
vehicle so destroyed, after five days following its de
struction, shall be prima facie evidence of violation of 
the provisions of this chapter and shall constitute a gross 
misdemeanor. 

Any insurance company settling any insurance claim 
on any such vehicle as a total loss, less salvage, shall no
tif y the director thereof within five days after the settle
ment of any such claim under any policy of insurance 
carried by it on a vehicle covered by certificates of li
cense registration and ownership issued by this state. 
[ 1961 c 12 § 46.12.070. Prior: 1959 c 166 § 4; prior: 
1947 c 164 § 3(b); 1939 c 182 § l(b); 1937 c 188 § 
5(b); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(b).] 

46.12.080 Procedure on installation of different mo
tor--Penalty. Any person holding the certificate of li
cense registration for a motorcycle or any vehicle 
registered by its motor number in which there has been 
installed a new or different motor than that with which 
it was issued certificates of ownership and license regis
tration shall forthwith and within five days after such 
installation forward and surrender such certificates to 
the department, together with an application for issue of 
corrected certificates of ownership and license registra
tion and a fee of one dollar, and a statement of the dis
position of the forme~ motor. The possession by any 
person of any such certificates for such vehicle in which 
a new or different motor has been installed, after five 
days following such installation, shall be prima facie ev
idence of a violation of the provisions of this chapter and 
shall constitute a misdemeanor. [ 1979 ex.s. c 113 § l; 
1961 c 12 § 46.12.080. Prior: 1959 c 166 § 5; prior: 1951 
c 269 § 3; 1947 c 164 § 3(c); 1939 c 182 § l(c); 1937 c 
188 § 5(c); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-S(c).] 

(1983 Ed.) 

46.12.101 Transfer of ownership, how perfected. A 
• transfer of ownership in a motor vehicle is perfected by 
compliance with the requirements of this section. 

(I) If an owner transfers his interest in a vehicle, 
other than by the creation of a security interest, he shall, 
at the time of the delivery of the vehicle, execute an as
signment to the transferee and inscribe in ink the num
ber of miles indicated on the odometer in the respective 
spaces provided therefor on the certificate or as the de
partment prescribes, and cause the certificate and as
signment to be transmitted to the transferee or to the 
department. 

( 2) Except as provided in R CW 46.12.120 the trans
feree shall within fifteen days after delivery to him of 
the vehicle, execute the application for a new certificate 
of ownership in the same space provided therefor on the 
certificate or as the department prescribes, and cause the 
certificates and application to be transmitted to the 
department. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 29) 
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(3) Upon request of the owner or transferee, a secured 
party in possession of the certificate of ownership shall, 
unless the transfer was a breach of its security agree
ment, either deliver the certificate to the transferee for 
transmission to the department or, when the secured 
party receives the owner's assignment from the trans
feree, it shall transmit the transferee's application for a 
new certificate, the existing certificate, and the required 
fee to the department. Compliance with this section does 
not affect the rights of the secured party under his secu
rity agreement. 

(4) If a security interest is reserved or created at the 
time of the transfer, the certificate of ownership shall be 
retained by or delivered to the person who becomes the 
secured party, and the parties shall comply with the 
provisions of RCW 46.12.170. 

(5) If the purchaser or transferee fails or neglects to 
transfer such certificate of ownership and license regis
tration within fifteen days after date of delivery of the 
vehicle to him, he shall on making application for trans
fer be assessed a five-dollar penalty on the sixteenth day 
and one dollar additional for each day thereafter, but 
not to exceed fifteen dollars: Provided, That such failure 
or neglect to transfer within forty-five days after date of 
delivery of said vehicle shall be a misdemeanor. 

(6) Upon receipt of an application for the reissue of a 
certificate of ownership and transfer of license registra
tion, accompanied by the endorsed certificate of owner
ship and such other documentary evidence as is deemed 
necessary, the department shall, if the application is in 
order and if all provisions relating to the certificate of 
ownership and license registration have been complied 
with, issue new certificates of title and l_icense registra
tion as in the case of an original issue and shall transmit 
the fees together with an itemized detailed report to the 
state treasurer, to be deposited in the motor vehicle 
fund. [ 1972 ex.s. c 99 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 38; 1969 
ex.s. c 42 § 1; 1967 c 140 § 7.] 

Effective dat-1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010. 
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005. 

[Title 46 RCW p 30) (1983 Ed.) 
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46. 12.260 Sale or transfer of motor vehicle ownership 
to person under eighteen prohibited. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to convey, sell or transfer the ownership 
of any motor vehicle to any person under the age of 
eighteen: Provided, That this section shall not apply to a 
vendor if the minor provides the vendor with a certified 
copy of an original birth registration showing the minor 
to be over eighteen years of age. Such certified copy 
shall be transmitted to the department of licensing by 
the vendor with the application for title to said motor 
vehicle. ( l 979 c 158 § 135; 1969 ex.s. c 125 § 2.] 

(1983 Ed.) 

46.12.300 Serial or other identification numbers on 
vehicles, watercraft, campers, or parts-Buying, sell
ing, etc., with numbers removed, altered, etc.--Penalty. 
Whoever knowingly buys, sells, receives, disposes of, 
conceals, or has knowingly in his possession any vehicle, 
watercraft, camper, or component part thereof, from· 
which the manufacturer's serial number or any other 
distinguishing number or identification mark has been 
removed, defaced, covered, altered, or destroyed for the 
purpose of concealment or misrepresenting the identity 
of the said vehicle, watercraft, camper, or component 
part thereof shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § I.] 

Se,erabllity-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: "If any provision of this 
act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
retrtainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other per
sohS or circumstances is not affected." (1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 10.] 

Effecthe date-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. e 91: "This act shall take ef• 
feet on July I, 1976." (1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 11.] 

46.12.310 Serial or other identification numbers on 
vehicles, watercraft, campers, or parts---Seizure and 
impoundment--Notice to interested persons--Re
lease to owner, etc. (1) Any vehicle, watercraft, camper, 
or any component part thereof, from which the manu
facturer's serial number or any other distinguishing 
number or identification mark has been removed, de
faced, covered, altered, obliterated, or destroyed, there 
being reasonable grounds to believe that such was done 
for the purpose of concealing or misrepresenting iden
tity, shall be impounded and held by the seizing law en
forcement agency for the purpose of conducting an 
investigation to determine the identity of the article or 
articles, and to determine whether it had been reported 
stolen. 

(2) Within five days of the impounding of any vehicle, 
waterc_raft, camper, or component part thereof, the law 
enforcement agency seizing the article or articles shall 
sepd written notice of such impoundment by certified 
mail to all persons known to the agency as claiming an 
interest in the article or articles. The seizing agency 
shall exercise reasonable diligence in ascertaining the 
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names and addresses of those persons claiming an inter
est in the article or articles. Such notice shall advise the 
person of the fact of seizure, the possible disposition of 
the article or articles, the requirement of filing a written 
claim requesting notification of potential disposition, and 
the right of the person to request a hearing to establish a 
claim of ownership. Within five days of receiving notice 
of other persons claiming an interest in the article or ar
ticles, the seizing agency shall send a like notice to each 
such person. 

(3) If reported as stolen, the seizing law enforcement 
agency shall promptly release such vehicle, watercraft, 
camper, or parts thereof as have been stolen, to the per
son who is the lawful owner or the lawful successor in 
interest, upon receiving proof that such person presently 
owns or has a lawful right to the posse.ssion of the article 
or articles. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 2.] 

Severability-Effecthe dat-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: See 
notes following RCW 46.12.300. 

46. 12.320 Serial or other identification numbers of 
vehicles, watercraft, campers, or parts--Disposition of 
vehicles, etc., authorized, when. Unless a claim of owner
ship to the article or articles is established pursuant to 
RCW 46.12.330, the law enforcement agency seizing the 
vehicle, watercraft, camper, or component part thereof 
may dispose of them by destruction, by selling at public 
auction to the highest bidder, or by holding the article or 
articles for the official use of the agency, when: 

( l) The true identity of the article or articles cannot 
be established by restoring the original manufacturer's 
serial number or other distinguishing numbers or identi
fication marks or by any other means; 

(2) After the true identity of the article or articles has 
been established, the seizing law enforcement agency 
cannot locate the person who is the lawful owner or if 
such lawful owner or his successor in interest fails to 
claim the article or articles within forty-five days after 
receiving notice from the seizing law enforcement 
agency that the article or articles is in its possession. 

No disposition of the article or articles pursuant to 
this section shall be undertaken until at least sixty days 
have elapsed from the date of seizure and written notice 
of the right to a hearing to establish a claim of owner
ship pursuant to RCW 46.12.330 and of the potential 
disposition of the article or articles shall have first been 
served upon the person who held possession or custody of 
the article when it was impounded and upon any other 
person who, prior to the final disposition of the article, 
has notified the seizing law enforcement agency in writ
ing of a claim to ownership or lawful right to possession 
thereof. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 3.J 

Severability-Effecthe date-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: See 
notes following RCW 46.12.300. 

46.12.330 Serial or other identification numbers of 
vehicles, watercraft, campers, or parts-Hearing-
Appeal--Removal to court--Release. (l) Any per
son may submit a written request for a hearing to estab
lish a claim of ownership or right to lawful possession of 

rritte 46 RCW-p 34) 

the vehicle, watercraft, camper, or component part 
thereof seized pursuant to this section. 

(2) Upon receipt of a request for hearing, one shall be 
held before the chief law enforcement officer of the 
seizing agency or an administrative law judge appointed 
under chapter 34.12 RCW. 

(3) Such hearing shall be held within a reasonable 
time after receipt of a request therefor. Reasonable in
vestigative activities, including efforts to establish the 
identity of the article or articles and the identity of the . 
person entitled to the lawful possession or custody of the 
article or articles shall be considered in determining the 
reasonableness of the time within which a hearing must 
be held. 

( 4) The hearing and any appeal therefrom shall be 
conducted in accordance with Title 34 RCW. 

(5) The burden of producing evidence shall be upon 
the person claiming to be the lawful owner or to have 
the lawful right of possession to the article or articles. 

( 6) Any person claiming ownership or right to posses
sion of an article or articles subject to disposition under 
RCW 46.12.310 through 46.12.340 may remove the 
matter to a court of competent jurisdiction if the aggre
gate value of the article or articles involved is two hun
dred dollars or more. In a court hearing between two or 
more claimants to the article or articles involved, the 
prevailing party shall be entitled to judgment for costs 
and reasonable attorney's fees. For purposes of this sec
tion the seizing law enforcement agency shall not be 
considered a claimant. 

(7) Th·e seizing law enforcement agency shall 
promptly release the article or articles to the claimant 
upon a determination by the administrative law judge or 
court that the claimant is the present lawful owner or is 
lawfully entitled to possession thereof. [1981 c 67 § 27; 
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 4.] 

Effective dates--Severability-1981 c 67: See notes following 
RCW 34.12.010. 

Severablllty--Effective date-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: See 
notes following RCW 46.12.300. 

46.12.340 Serial or identification numbers of vehi
cles; watercraft, campers, or parts-Release of vehicle, 
etc. The seizing law enforcement agency may release the 
article or articles impounded pursuant to this section to 
the person claiming ownership without a hearing pursu
ant to RCW 46.12.330 when such law enforcement 
agency is satisfied after an appropriate investigation as 
to the claimant's right to lawful possession. If no hearing 
is contemplated as provided for in RCW 46.12.330 such 
release shall be within a reasonable time following sei
zure. Reasonable investigative activity, including efforts 
to establish the identity of the article or articles and the 
identity of the person entitled to lawful possession or 
custody ·of the article or articles shall be considered in 
determining the reasonableness of the time in which re
lease must be made. ( 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 5.] 

Severability-Effective date-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: See 
notes following RCW 46.12.300. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.12.350 Serial or identification numbers of ~ehi
cles, watercraft, campers, or parts--Assignment of 
new number. An identification number shall be assigned 
to any article impounded pursuant to RCW 46.12.310 in 
accordance with the rules promulgated by the depart
ment of licensing prior to: 

(I) The release of the article from the custody of the 
seizing agency; or 

(2) The use of the article by the seizing agency. (1979 
c 158 § 138; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 6.] 

Severability-Effective date---1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 91: See 
notes following RCW 46.12:300. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.16.010 Licenses and plates required--Excep
tions. It shall be unlawful for a person to operate any 
vehicle over and along a public highway of this state 
without first having obtained and having in full force 
and effect a current and proper vehicle license and dis
play vehicle license number plates therefor as by this 
chapter provided: Provided, That these provisions shall 
not apply to farm vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.181 
if operated within a .radius of fifteen miles of the farm 
where principally used or garaged, farm tractors and 
farm implements including trailers designed as cook or 
bunk houses used exclusively for animal herding tempo
rarily operating or drawn upon the public highways, and 
trailers used exclusively to transport farm implements 
from oneJarm to another during the daylight hours or at 
night when such equipment has lights that comply with 
the law: Provided further, That these provisions shall not 
apply to spray or fertilizer applicator rigs designed and 
used exclusively for spraying or fertilization in the con
duct of agricultural operations and not primarily for the 

(1983 Ed.) 
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purpose of transportation, and nurse rigs or equipment 
auxiliary to the use of and designed or modified for the 
fueling, repairing or loading of spray and fertilizer ap
plicator rigs and not used, designed or modified primar
ily for the purpose of transportation: Provided further, 
That these provisions shall not apply to fork lifts oper
ated during daylight hours ·on public highways adjacent 
to and within five hundred feet of the warehouses which 
they serve: Provided further, That these provisions shall 
not apply to equipment defined as follows: 

"Special highway construction equipment" is any ve
hicle which is designed and used primarily for grading of 
highways, paving of highways, earth moving, and other 
construction work on highways and which is not de
signed or used primarily for the transportation of per
sons or property on a public highway and which is only 
incidentally operated or moved over the highway. It in
cludes, but is not limited to, road construction and 
maintenance machinery so designed and used such as 
portable air compressors, air drills, asphalt spreaders, 
bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, track laying tractors, 
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor 
graders, paving mixers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth 
moving scrapers and carryalls, lighting plants, welders, 
pumps, power shovels and draglines, self-propelled and 
tractor-drawn earth moving equipment and machinery, 
including dump trucks and tractor-dump trailer combi
nations which either (I) are in excess of the legal width 
or (2) which, because of their length, height or unladen 
weight, may not be moved on a public highway without 
the permit specified in RCW 46.44.090 and which are 
not operated laden except within the boundaries of the 
project limits as defined by the contract, and other simi
lar types of construction equipment, or (3) which are. 
driven or moved upon a public highway only for the 
purpose of crossing such highway from one property to 
another, provided such movement does not exceed five 
hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with wheels or 
pads which will not damage the roadway surface. 

Exclusions: 
"Special highway construction equipment" does not 

include any of the following: 
Dump trucks originally designed to comply with the 

legal size and weight provisions of this code notwith
standing any subsequent modification which would re
quire a. permit, as specified in RCW 46.44.090, to 
operate such vehicles on a public highway, including 
trailers, truck-mounted transit mixers, cranes and shov
els, or other vehicles designed for the transportation of 
persons or property to which machinery has been at
tached. [1977 ex.s. c 148 § l; 1973 !st ex.s. c 17 § 2; 
1972 ex.s. c 5 § 2; 1969 c 27 § 3; 1967 c 202 § 2; 1963 
ex.s. c 3 § 51; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 32; 1961 c 12 § 46.16-
.010. Prior: 1955 c 265 § l; 1947 c 33 § l; 1937 c 188 § 
15; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-15; 1929 c 99 § 5; RRS § 
6324.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.16.025 Identification device for exempt farm vehi
cles--Application for--Contents--Fee. Before 
any "farm vehicle", as defined in RCW 46.04.181, shall 
operate on or move along a public highway, there shall 

[fitle 46 RCW-p 38) 

be displayed upon it in a conspicuous manner a decal or 
other device, as may be prescribed by the director of li
censing and issued by the department of licensing, which 
shall describe in some manner the vehicle and identify it 
as a vehicle exempt from the licensing requirements of 
this chapter. Application for such identifying devices 
shall be made to the department on a form furnished for 
that purpose by the director. Such application shall be 
made by the owner or lessee of the vehicle, or his duly 
authorized agent over the signature of such owner or 
agent, and he shall certify that the statements therein 
are true to the best of his knowledge. The application 
must show: 

( 1) The name and address of the owner of the vehicle; 
(2) The trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type 

of body, the motor number or the identification number 
thereof if such vehicle be a motor vehicle, or the serial 
number thereof if such vehicle be a trailer; 

(3) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be princi
pally used; 

(4) Such other information as shall be required upon 
such application by the director; and 

(5) Place where farm vehicle is principally· used or 
garaged. 

A fee of five dollars shall be charged for and submit
ted with such application for an identification decal as in 
this section provided as to each farm vehicle which fee 
shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund and distrib
uted proportionately as otherwise provided for vehicle li
cense fees under RCW 46.68.030. Only one application 
need be made as to each such vehicle, and the status as 
an exempt vehicle shall continue until suspended or re
voked for misuse, or when such vehicle no longer is used 
as a farm vehicle. [ 1979 c 158 § 139; 1967 c 202 § 3.] 

46.16.030 Nonresident exemption--Reciprocity. 
Except as is herein provided for foreign corporations, the 
provisions relative to the licensing of vehicles and display 
of vehicle license number plates and license registration 
certificates shall not apply to any vehicles owned by 
nonresidents of this state if the owner thereof has com
plied with the law requiring the licensing of vehicles in 
the names of the owners thereof in force in the state, 
foreign country, territory or federal district of his resi
dence; and the vehicle license number plate showing the 
initial or abbreviation of the name of such state, foreign 
country, territory or federal district, is displayed on such 
vehicle substantially as is provided therefor in this state: 
Provided, That the provisions of this section shall be op
erative as to a vehicle owned by a nonresident of this 
state only to the extent that under the laws of the state, 
foreign country, territory or federal district of his resi
dence, like exemptions and privileges are granted to ve
hicles duly licensed under the laws of and owned by 
residents of this state. If under the laws of such state, 
foreign _country, territory or federal district, vehicles 
owned by residents of this state, operating upon the 
highways of such state, foreign country, territory or fed
eral district, are required to pay the license fee and carry 
the vehicle license number plates of such state, foreign 
country, territory or federal district, the vehicles owned 
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by residents of such state, foreign country, territory or 
federal district, an.d operating upon the highways of this 
state, shall comply with the provisions of this state re
lating to the licensing of vehicles. Foreign corporations 
owning, maintaining, or operating places of business in 
this state and using vehicles in connection with such 
places of business, shall comply with the provisions re
lating to the licensing of vehicles insofar as vehicles used 
in connection with such places of business are concerned: 
Provided, further, That the director is empowered to 
make and enforce rules and regulations for the licensing 
of nonresident vehicles upon a reciprocal basis and with 
respect to any character or class of operation. [ 1967 c 32 
§ 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.030. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 23; 
RRS § 6312-23; 1931 c 120 § l; 1929 c 99 § 4; 1921 c 
96 § 11; 1919 c 59 § 6; I 9 I 7 c 155 § 7; I 915 c 142 § 11; 
RRS § 6322.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.16.135 Monthly tonnage .:.cense-Penalty. 
Tonnage for any vehicle or combination of vehicles hav
ing a declared gross weight of twelve thousand pounds or. 
more may be purchased for any fol) registration month 
or months at one-twelfth of the usual annua: tonnage 
fee multiplied by the number of fuli mor:+hs for whk:., 
tonnage is purchased. An additiona.l fee c," two dollars 
shall be charged by the director each timt: :. mnage ,.s 

(1983 Ed.) 

purchased. The director is authorized to establish rules 
and regulations relative to the issuance and display of 
certificates or insignia. 

Operation of a vehicle licensed under the provisions of 
this section by any person upon the public highways af
ter the expiration of the monthly tonnage license, is a 
traffic infraction, and in addition the person shall be re
quired to purchase a tonnage license for the vehicle in
volved at the fee covering an entire registration year's 
operation thereof, less the fees for any registration 
month or months of the registration year already paid. 
If, within five days, no tonnage license for a full regis
tration year has been purchased as required aforesaid, 
the Washington state patrol, county sheriff, or city po
lice shall impound such vehicle in such manner as may 
be directed for such cases by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol, until such requirement is met. 
[1979 ex.s: c 136 § 46; 1979 c 134 § I; 1975-'76 2nd 
ex.s. c 64 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 118 § 6; 1969 ex.s. c 170 
§ 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.135. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 16.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s, c 136: See notes fol
owing RCW 46.63.010. 

Effective dates---Severability--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
1otes following RCW 46.16.070. 

Effective date--Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 118: See notes 
ollowing RCW 46.16.006. 

46.16.140 Overloading licensed capacity--Addi
tional license-Penalties. It is a traffic infraction for 
any person to operate, or cause, permit, or suffer to be 
operated upon a public highway of this state any auto 
stage, motor truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, 
with passengers, or with a maximum gross weight, in 
excess of that for which the vehicle is licensed. 

Any person who operates or causes to be operated 
upon a public highway of this state any motor truck, 
trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer with a maximum gross 
weight in excess of the maximum gross weight for which 
the vehicle is licensed shall be deemed to have set a new 
maximum gross weight and shall, in addition to any 
penalties otherwise provided, be required to purchase a 
new license covering the new maximum gross weight, 
and any failur.e to secure such new license is a traffic 
infraction: Provided, That- this section shall not apply to 
for- hire vehicles or auto s:ages operating principally 
within cities and towns: Pro·,ided further, That upon 
surrender of the license originaily purchased the director 
shall allow proper credit for the gross weight fee origi
nally paid: Provided further, That no. such person may 
be permitted or required to purchase the new license 
upon a gross weigh 1 which would exceed the maximum 
gross weight allowed by law. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 47; 
1961 c 12 § 46.16.140. Prior: 1955 c 384 § 16; 1951 c 
269 § 18; 1937 c 188 § 25, part; RRS § 6312-25, part.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.0' 0. 

46.16.145 Overloading licensed capacity--Penal
ties. Any person violating any or the provisions of RCW 
46.16.140 shall, upon a first offense, pay a penalty of not 
less than twenty-five uollars nor more than fifty dollars; 
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upon a second offense pay a penalty of not less than fifty 
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and in addi
tion the court may suspend the certificate of license reg
istration of the vehicle for not more than thirty days; 
upon a third and subsequent offense pay a penalty of not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than two hun
dred dollars, and in addition the court shall suspend the 
certificate of license registration of the vehicle for not 
less than thirty days nor more than ninety days. 

Upon ordering the suspension of any certificate of li
cense registration, the court or judge shall forthwith se
cure such certificate and mail it to the director. [ 1979 
ex.s. c 136 § 48; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 5; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.16.145. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 19; 1937 c 188 § 25, 
part; RRS § 6312-25, part.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Effective dates---Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

ff iii@ 46 RCW p Uj 

46.16.170 Gross weight to be marked on vehicle. Ev
ery motor truck, trailer and semitrailer shall have 
painted or stencii.ed upon the outside thereof, in a con
spicuous place, in letters not less than two inches high, 
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the maximum gross weight for which the same is li
censed, as provided in this chapter, and it shall be un
lawful for the owner and operator of any such vehicle to 
display a maximum gross weight for which such vehicle 
is licensed other than that shown on the certificate of li
cense registration of such vehicle. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.16-
.170. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 19; RRS § 6312-19.) 

46.16.180 Unlawful to carry passengers for hire 
without license. It shall be unlawful for the owner or op
erator of any vehicle not licensed annually for hire or as 
an auto stage and for which additional seating capacity 
fee as required by this chapter has not been paid, to 
carry passengers therein for hire. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.16-
. 180. Prior: I 937 c I 88 & 20: RRS § 63 I 2-20.) 

(Im Ed.) 
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46.16.240 Attachment of plates to vehicles--Vio
lations enumerated. The vehicle license number plates 
shall be attached conspicuously at the front and rear of 
each vehicle for which the same are issued and in such a 
manner that they can be plainly seen and read at all 
times: Provided, That if only one license number plate is 
legally issued for any vehicle such plate shall be con
spicuously attached to the rear of such vehicle. Each ve
hicle license number plate shall be placed or hung in a 
horizontal position at a distance of not less than one foot 
nor more than four feet from the ground and shall be 
kept clean so as to be plainly seen and read at all times: 
Provided, however, That in cases where the body con
struction of the vehicle is such that compliance with this 
section is impossible, permission to deviate therefrom 
may be granted by the state commission on equipment. 
It shall be unlawful to display upon the front or rear of 
any vehicle, vehicle license number plate or plates other 
than those furnished by the director for such vehicle or 
to display upon any vehicle any vehicle license number 
plate or plates which have been in any manner changed, 
altered, disfigured or have become illegible. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle unless 
there shall be displayed thereon valid vehicle license 
number plates attached as herein provided. [ 1969 ex.s. c 
170 § 10; 1967 c 32 § 18; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.240. Prior: 
1947 c 89 § I; 1937 c 188 § 36; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6312-36.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JT/R 6.2. 

46.16.260 License registration certificate/maximum 
gross weight license---Signature required---Carried 
in vehicle--Penalty--lnspection--Exception. A 
certificate of license registration to be valid must have 
jndorsed thereon the signature of the registered owner 
(if a firm or corporation, the signature of one of its offi
cers or other duly authorized agent) and must be carried 
in the vehicle for which it is issued, at all- times in the 
manner prescribed by the director. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate· or have in his possession a ve
hicle without carrying thereon such certificate of license 
registration and/or maximum gross weight license as 
herein provided. Any person in charge of such vehicle 
shall, upon demand of any of the local authorities or of 
any police officer or of any representative of the depart
ment, permit an inspection of such certificate of license 
registration and/or maximum gross weight license. This 
section does not apply to a vehicle for which annual re
newal of its license number plates is not required 1nd 
which is marked in accordance with the provisions of 
RCW 46.08.065. [ 1979 ex.s. c 113 § 3; 196> ex.s. c 170 

(1983 Ed.) 

§ 11; 1967 c 32 § 19; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.260. Prior: 1955 
c 384 § 18; 1937 c 188 § 8; RRS § 6312-8.] 

[Title 46 RCW-p 471 
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46.16.290 License certificate and plates follow vehi

cle on transfer--Exceptions. In any case of a valid 
sale or transfer of the ownership of any vehicle, the right 
to the certificates properly transferable therewith and to 
the vehicle license number plates passes to the purchaser 
or transferee, and it is unlawful for the holder of such 
certificates or vehicle license number plates to fail, ne
glect, or refuse to endorse the certificates and deliver the 
vehicl~ license number plates to the purchaser or trans
feree. If the sale or transfer is of a vehi~le licensed by 
the state or any county, city, town, school district, or 
other political subdivision entitled to exemption as pro
vided by law, or, if the vehicle is licensed with personal
ized plates, amateur radio operator plates, medal of 
honor plates, disabled person plates, disabled veteran 
plates, or prisoner of war plates, the vehicle license 
number plates therefor shall be retained and may be 
displayed upon a vehicle obtained in replacement of the 
vehicle so sold or transferred. [ 1983 c 27 § 2; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.16.290. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 39; RRS § 6312-39; 
1931 C 138 § 2; 1929 C 99 § 3; 1921 C 96 § 8; 1919 C 59 
§ 5; 1917 c 155 § 5; 1915 c 142 § 8; RRS § 6319.] 

rritle 46 RCW-p 48) 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 46.16 RCW a new 

section to read as follows: 

(1) The director shall grant special parking privileges to· any 

person who meets one of the.following criteria: 

(a) Loss of both lower limbs; 

(b) Loss of normal or full use of the lower limbs to sufficiently 

constitute a severe disability; 

(c) Is so severely disabled, that the person cannot move without 

the aid of crutches or a wheelchair; 

(d) Loss of both hands; 

(e) Suffers from lung disease to -such an extent that forced 

expiratory respiratory volume, when measured by spirometry is less 

than one liter per second; or 

(f) Impairment by cardiovascular disease to the extent that the 

person's functional limitations are classified as class III or IV 

under standards accepted by the American Heart Association. 

(2) Persons with special parking privileges are entitled to 

receive from the department of licensing both a special card to be 

left in a vehicle in a conspicuous place and, for one mqtor vehicle 

only, a decal to be attached to the vehicle in a conspicu~us place 

designated by the director. Instead of the decal and regular motor 

vehicle license plates~ the disabled persons are entitled to receive 

a special license plate. The card, decal, and special license plate 

shall be designed to show-distinguishing marks, letters, or numerals 

indicating that the vehicle is being used to transport a disabled 

person. Persons using vehicles displaying the special license plate, 

Additions in text are indicated by underline; deletions by &t.Pikeawt.& 
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card, or decal shall be permitted to park in places otherwise 

reserved for physically disabled persons. the director shall also 

adopt rules providing for the issuance of special cards to public 

transportation authorities that regularly transport disabled persons 

who have been determined eligible for special parking privileges 

provided under this section. The special card shall be displayed in 

a vehicle operated when actually transporting the disabled persons. 

The public transportation authority is responsible for insuring that 

the special card is not used improperly and is responsible for all 

fines and penalties for improper use. 

(3) Whenever the disabl~d person transfers or assigns his or her 

interest in the vehicle, the special decals or license plate shall be 

removed from the motor vehicle. The person shall immediately 

surrender the decal to the director together with a notice of the 

transfer of interest in the vehicle. If another vehicle is acquired 

by, or for the primary use of, the disabled person; a new decal shall 

be issued by .the director. If another vehicle is acquired by the 

disabled person and a special plate is used, the plate shall be 

attached to the vehicle, and the director shall be immediately 

notified of the transfer of the plate. If another ~ehicle is not 

acquired by the disabled person, the removed plate shall be 

i"!lllediately forwarded to the director to be reissued later upon 

paymen~ of the regular registration fee. 

(4) The special license plate shall be renewed in the same manner 

and at the time required for the renewal of regular motor vehicle 

license plates under this chapter. No special license plate may be 

issued to a person who is temporarily disabled. A pe,rson who is 

permanently disabled under this .section shall be issued a permanent 

card. A person who is temporarily disabled under this section shall 

be issued a temporary card which shall be renewed, when required by 

the director, by satisfactory proof. of the right to continued use of 

the card. 
Additions in text are indicated by underline: deletions by &~Pik41owt& 
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(5) Additional fees shall not be charged for the issuance of the 

special card and decal, and, ~t the time the vehicle is originally 

1icensed in this state, no additional fee may be charged for the 

issuance of the special license plate except the regular motor 

vehicle registration fee and any other fees and taxes required to be 

paid upon initial registration of a motor vehicle. 

(6) Any unauthorized use of the special card, the decal, or the. 

special license plate is a traffic infraction. 

(7) It is a traffic infraction, with a monetary penalty of not 

less than fifteen arid not more than fifty dollars for any person to 

park a vehicle in. a parking place provided on private property 

without charge or on public property. reserved for physically disabled 

persons without a special license plate, card, or decal. If a person 

is charged with.a violation, the person shall not be determined to 

have committed an infraction if the person produces in court or 

before the court appearance the special license plate, card, or decal 

required under this section or demonstrates that the person. was 

entitled to the special license plate, card, or decal. 

(8) It is a misdemeanor for any person to wilfully obtain a 

special decal, license plate, or card in a manner other than. that 

established under this section. 

Additions in text are indicated by underline; deletions by stFikaewts 
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46.16.500 Liability of operator and/or owner or les
see for violations. Whenever an act or omission is dc0 

dared to be unlawful in chapter 46.16 RCW, if the 
operator of the vehicle is not the owner or lessee of such 
vehicle, but is so operatfog or moving the vehicle with 
the express or implied permission of the owner or lessee, 
then the operator and/or owner ~r lessee are both sub
ject to the provisions of this chapter with the primary 
responsibility to be that of the owner or lessee. 

If the person operating the vehicle at the time of the 
unlawful act or omission is not the owner or lessee of the 
vehicle, such person is fully authorized to accept the ci
tation and execute the promise to appear on behalf of 
the owner or lessee. [ 1980 c l 04 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 69 § 
2.] 

46.16.S0S Campers--License and plates-Ap
plication-Fee. It shall be unlawful for a person to 
operate any vehicle equipped with a camper over and 
along a public highway of this state without first having 
obtained and having in full force and effect a current 
and proper camper license and displaying a camper li
cense number plate therefor as required by law: Pro
vided, however, That if a camper is part of the inventory 
of a manufacturer or dealer and is unoccupied at all 
times, and a dated demonstration permit, valid for no 
more than seventy-two hours is carried in the motor ve
·hicle at all times it is operated by any such individual, 
such camper may be demonstrated if carried upon an 
appropriately licensed vehicle. 

Application for an original camper license shall be 
made on a form furnished for the purpose by the direc
tor. Such application shall be made by the owner of the 
camper or his duly authorized agent over the signature 
of such owner or agent, and he shall certify that the 
statements therein are true and to the best of his knowl
edge. The application must show: 

(1) Name and address of the owner of the camper; 
(2) Trade name of the camper, model, year, and ii1e 

serial number thereof; 
(3) Such other =:1formation as the director requires. 
Theri: shall be paid and collected annually for each 

registration year or fractional part thereof and upon 
each camper a license fee or, if the camper was previ
ously licensed in this state and has not been registered in 
another jurisdiction in the intervening period, a renewal 
license fee. Such license fee shall be in the sum of four 
dollars and ninety cents, and such renewal license rce 
shall be in the sum of three dollars and fifty cents. 

Except as otherwise provided '')r in this section, :.he 
provisions of chapter 46.16 RC¼ shall apply to campers 

(1983 Ed.) 

in the same manner as they apply to vehicles. [ l 975 1st 
ex.s. c 118 § 11; 1975 c 41 § l; 1971 ex.s. c 231 § 7.) 

Effective date---Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 118: See notes 
following RCW 46.16.006. 

F,ffectini date-1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW 
46.01.130. 

[Ti,!, -,6 RCW-p 51) 
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46.20.011 Definitions. For the purpose of chapter 
46.20 RCW the term "adult driver's license" shall mean 
the driver's license which shall be issued only to persons 
eighteen years of age or older; and "minor driver's li
cense" shall mean the driver's license which shall be is
sued only to persons sixteen years of age or older and 
under eighteen years of age but shall not mean a juve
nile agricultural driving permit as provided for in RCW 
46.20.070. "Driver's license" shall include an "adult 
driver's license" and a "minor's driver's license". [ 1971 
ex.s. c 292 § 42; 1967 c 167 § 8.] 

Severability--1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

46.20.021 Driver's license required---Surrender of 
license held from another ,iurisdiction--Penalty-
Other license not required. ( 1) No person, except those 
hereinafter expressly exempted shall drive any motor ve
hicle upon a highway in this state unless such person has 
a valid driver's license issued under the provisions of this 
chapter. No person shall receive a driver's license unless 
and until he surrenders to the department all valid driv
er's licenses in his possession issued to him by any other 
jurisdiction. All surrendered licenses shall be returned by 
the department to the issuing department toget!i.er with 
information that the licensee is now licensed :, a · cw 
jurisdiction. No person shall be permitted to t. ve more 

(1983 Ed.) 

than one valid driver's license at any time. Violation of 
the provisions of this section is a misdemeanor. 

(2) Any person licensed as a driver hereunder may 
exercise the privilege thereby granted upon all streets 
and highways in this state and shall not be required to 
obtain any other license to exercise such privilege by any 
county, municipal or local board, or body having au
thority to adopt local police regulations. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
136 § 53; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 2.] 

Reviser's note: Throughout chapter 46.20 RCW the phrases "this 
1965 amendatory act• and "this act• have been changed to "this 
chapter." The I 965 amendatory act [ I 965 ex.s. c 121 J consists of 
RCW 46.20.021 through 46.20.055, 46.20.091, 46.20.161 through 46-
.20.181, 46.20.205, 46.20.207, 46.20.215, 46.20.285, 46.20.291, 46.20-
.305 through 46.20.315, 46.20.322 through 46.20.336, 46.20.342 
through 46.20.344, 46.20.900, 46.20.910, and 46.64.025, the 1965 
amendments to RCW 46.20. l 02 through 46.20.106, 46.20.120 through 
46.20.140, 46.20.190, 46.20.200, 46.20.270, and 46.20.340 and I 965 
ex.s. c 121. § I, footnoted after RCW 46.20.021. 
Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear

ance--JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Purpose of 196S ex.s. c 121--Construction: "With the advent of 

greatly increased interstate vehicular travel and the migration of mo
torists between the states, the legislature recognizes the necessity of 
enacting driver licensing laws which are reasonably uniform with the 
laws of other states and are at the same time based upon sound, real
istic principles, stated in clear explicit language. To achieve these ends 
the legislature does hereby adopt this 1965 amendatory act relating to 
driver licensing modeled after the Uniform Vehicle Code subject· to 
such variances as are deemed better suited to the people of this state. 
It is intended that this 1965 amendatory act be liberally construed to 
effectuate the purpose of improving the safety of our highways through 
driver- licensing procedures within the framework of the traditional 
freedoms to which every motorist is entitled." [ I 965 ex.s. c 121 § I.) 
For application of this section see reviser's note above. 
lmpoundment of vehicle for drivers license violations--Release, 

when--Rules implementing: RCW 46.20.435. 

46,20.022 Unlicensed drivers-Subject to all pro
visions of Title 46 RCW. Any person who operates a 
motor vehicle on the public highways of this state with
out a driver's license or nonresident privilege to drive 
shall be subject to all of the provisions of Title 46 RCW 
to the same extent as a person who is licensed. [ 1975-
'76 2nd ex,s. c 29 § 1.] 

46.20.025 Persons exempt from licensing require
ment. The following persons are exempt from license 
hereunder: 

(1) Any person in the service of the army, navy, air 
force, marine corps, or coast guard of the United States, 
or in the service of the national guard of this state or 
any other state, when furnished with a driver's license by 
such service when operating an official motor vehicle in 
such service; 

(2) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age 
and who has in his immediate possession a va,lid driver's 
license issued to him in his home state; 

(3) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age 
and who ha·. m his immediate possession a valid driver's 
license issued to him in his home country may operate a 
'1l(itor vehicle in this state for a period not to exceed one 
year; 

[Title 46 RCW-p SS) 
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( 4) Any person operating special highway construc
tion equipment as defined in RCW 46.16.0 IO; 

(5) Any person while driving or operating any farm 
tractor or implement of husbandry which is only inci
dentally operated or moved over a highway; 

(6) Any person while operating a locomotive upon 
rails, including operation on a railroad crossing over a 
public highway; and such person is not required to dis
play a driver's license to any law enforcement officer in 
connection with the operation of a locomotive or train 
within this state. [1979 c 75 § I; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 3.] 

, 46.20.027 Licenses of persons serving in armed 
forces to remain in force--Duration. A Washington 
state motor vehicle driver's license issued to any person 
serving in the armed forces of the United States, if valid 
and in force and effect while such person is serving in 
the armed forces, shall remain in full force and effect so 
long as such service continues unless the same is sooner 
suspended, canceled, or revoked for cause as provided by 
law and for not to exceed ninety days following the date 
on which the holder of such driver's license is honorably 
separated from service in the armed forces of the United 
States. [1967 c 129 § 1.] 

46.20.031 Persons ineligible to be licensed. The de
partment shall not issue a driver's license hereunder: 

( 1) To any person who is under the age of sixteen 
years; 

(2) To any person whose license has been suspended 
,during such suspension, nor to any person whose license 
has been revoked, except as provided in RCW 46.20.311; 

(3) To any person when the department has been no
tified by a court that such person has violated his writ
ten promise to appear in court, unless the department 
has received a certificate from the court in which such 
person promised to appear, showing that the case has 
been adjudicated. The deposit of bail by a person 
charged with a violation of any law regulating the oper
ation of motor vehicles on highways shall be deemed an 
appearance in court for the purpose of this section; 

(4) To any person who (a) is an habitual user of nar
cotic drugs, or is an habitual user of any other drug to a 
degree which renders him incapable of safely driving a 
motor vehicle; or (b) habituallv lacks self-control as to 
the use of alcoholic beverages: or uses a\c0holic bever
ages to the extent that his health is substantially im
paired or endangered or his social or economic function 
is disrupted so as to constitute a danger to other persons 
or property: Provided, That a license may be .issued if 
the department determines that such person is partici
pating in an alcoholism recovery program acceptable to 
the department and has established control of his alco
holic condition; 

(5) To any person who has previously been adjudged 
to be mentally ill or insane, or to be incompetent due to 
any mental disability or disease, and who has not at the 
time of application been restored to competency by the 
methods provided by law: Provided, however, That no 
person so adjudged shall be denied a license for such 

[Title 46 RCW-p 56] 

cause if the superior court should find him able to oper
ate a motor vehicle with safety upon the highways dur
ing such incompetency; 

(6) To any person who is required by this chapter to 
take an examination, unless such person shall have suc
cessfully passed such examination; 

(7) To any person who is required under the laws of 
this state to deposit proof of financial responsibility and 
who has not deposited such proof; 

(8) To any person when the department has good and 
substantial evidence to reasonably conclude that such 
person by reason of physical or mental disability would 
not be able to operate a motor vehicle with safety upon 
the highways; subject to review by a court of competent 
jurisdiction. [ 1977 ex.s. c 162 § 1; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 4.] 

46.20.041 Physically or mentally disabled per
sons--Procedure---Restrictions--Violations
Penalty. ( 1) The department shall permit any person 
suffering from any physical or mental disability or dis
ease which may affect that person's ability to drive a 
motor vehicle, to demonstrate personally that notwith
standing such disability or disease he or she is a proper 
person to drive a motor vehicle. The department may in 
addition require such person to obtain a certificate 
showing his or her condition signed by a licensed physi
cian or other proper authority designated by the depart
ment. The certificate shall be for the confidential use of 
the director and the chief of the Washington state patrol 
and for su,ch other cognizant public officials as may be 
designated by law. It shall be exempt from public in
spection and copying notwithstanding the provisions of 
chapter 42.17 RCW. The certificate may not be offered 
as evidence in any court except when appeal is taken 
from the order of the director suspending, revoking, 
canceling, or refusing a vehicle driver's license. 

(2) The department may issue a driver's license to 
such a person imposing restrictions suitable to the licen
see's driving ability with respect to the special mechani
cal control devices required on a motor vehicle or the 
type of motor vehicle which the licensee may operate or 
such other rest(ictions applicable to the licensee as the 
dep~rtment may determine to be appropriate to assure 
the safe operation of a motor vehicle by the licensee. 

(3) The department may either issue a special re
stricted license or may set forth such restrictions upon 
the usual license form. 

(4) The department may upon receiving satisfactory 
evidence of any violation of the restrictions of such li
cense suspend or revoke the same but the licensee shall 
be entitled to a driver improvement interview and a 
hearing as upon a suspension or revocation under this 
chapter. 

(5) It is a traffic infraction for any person to operate 
a motor vehicle in any manner in violation of the re
strictions imposed in a restricted license issued to him or 
her . .[ 1979 ex.s. c I 36 § 54: 1979 c 61 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 
121 § 5.] 

Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.20.045 Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers 
of for-hire vehicles. No person who is under the age of 

< eighteen years shall drive any school bus transporting 
school children or shall drive any motor vehicle when in 
use for the transportation of persons for compensation. 
[1971 ex.s. c 292 § 43; 1965 cx.s. c 121 § 6.J 

Severability-1971 ex.s. c 292: See note following RCW 
26.28.010. 

(1983 Ed.) 

46.20.091 
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46.20.190 License to be in immediate possession and 
displayed on demand. Every licensee shall have his driv
er's license in his immediate possession at all times when 
operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same 
upon demand to any police officer or to any other person 
when and if required by law to do so. The offense de
scribed in this section is a nonmoving offense. [ 1979 
ex.s. c 136 § 56; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.20.190. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 59; RRS § 6312-59; 192 I c 
108 § 7, part; RRS § 6369, part.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Drivels license, duty to display under other circumstances: RCW 46-

.52.020, 46.61.020, 46.61.021. 

(1983 Ed.) 

46.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to unlicensed 
person--Rental record. ( 1) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to rent a motor vehicle of any kind including 
a motorcycle to any other person unless the latter person 
is then duly licensed as a vehicle driver for the kind of 
motor yehicle being rented in this state or, in case of a 
nonresident, then that he is duly licensed as a driver un
der the laws of the state or country of his residence ex
cept a nonresident whose home state or country does not 
require that a motor vehicle driver be licensed; 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to rent a motor 
vehicle to another person until he has inspected the ve
hicle driver's license of such other person and compared 
and verified the signature thereon with the signature of 
such other person written in his presence; 

(3) Every person renting a motor vehicle to another 
person shall keep a record of the vehicle license number 
of the motor ,vehicle so rented, the name and address of 
the person to whom the motor vehicle is rented, the 
number of the vehicle driver's license of the person rent
ing the vehicle and the date and place when and where 
such vehicle driver's license was issued. Such record 
shall be open to inspection by any police officer or any
one acting for the director. [ I 969 c 27 § 1. Prior: 196 7 c 
232 § 9; 1967 c 32 § 28; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.220; prior: 
1937 c 188 § 63; RRS § 6312-63.] 

Helmet requirements when motorcycle rented: RCW 46.37.535. 

[fitle 46 RCW-p 611 
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46.20.308 Implied consent--Revocation, etc., for 

refusal to submit to chemical tests to determine alcoholic 
content of blood. (Effective until January 1, 1985.) (I) 
Any person who operates a motor vehicle upon the pub
lic highways of this state is deemed to have given con
sent, subject to the provisions of RCW 46.61.506, to a 
chemical test or tests of his or her breath or blood. for 
the purpose of determining the alcoholic content of his 
or her blood if arrested for any offense where, at the 
time of the arrest, the arresting officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe the person had been driving or was in 
actual physical control of a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor. 

The test or tests shall be administered at the direction 
of a law enforcement officer having reasonable grounds 
to believe the person to have been driving or in actual 
physical control of a motor vehicle upon the public 
highways of this state while under the influence of in
toxicating liquor. The officer shall inform the person of 
his or her right to refuse the test, and of his or her right 
to have additional tests administered by any qualified 
person of his or her choosing as provided in RCW 46-
.61.506. The officer shall warn the driver that his or her 
privilege to drive will be revoked or denied if he or she 
refuses to submit to the test. The officer shall warn the 
driver that his refusal to take the test may be used 
against him in any subsequent criminal trial. 

Unless the person to be tested is unconscious, the 
chemical test administered shall be of the breath only. If 
an individual is unconscious or is under arrest for the 
crime of vehicular homicide as provided in RCW 46.61-
.520 or vehicular assault as provided in RCW 46.61.522, 
or if an individual is under arrest for the crime of driv
ing while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
drugs as provided in RCW 46.61.502, which arrest re
sults from an accident in which another person has been 
injured and there is a reasonable likelihood that such 
other person may die as a result of injuries sustained in 
the accident, a breath or blood test may b(: administered 
without the consent of the individual so arrested. In such 
circumstances, the provisions of subsections (2) through 
(6) of this section shall not apply. 

(2) Any person who is dead, unconscious, or who is 
otherwise in a condition rendering him incapable of re
fusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the con
sent provided by subsection (I) of this section and the 
test or tests may be administered, subject to the provi
sions of RCW 46.61.506. 

(3) If, following his or her arrest, the person arrested 
refuses upon the request of a law enforcement officer to 
submit to a chemical test of his or her breath, after be
ing informed that his refusal will result in the revocation 
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or denial of his privilege to drive, no test shall be given. 
The department of licensing, upon the receipt of a sworn 
report of the law enforcement officer that he had rea
sonable grounds to believe the arrested person had been 
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor ve
hicle upon the public highways of this state while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor and that the person 
had refused to submit to the test upon the request of the 
law enforcement officer after being informed that such 
refusal would result in the revocation or denial of his 
privilege to drive, shall revoke his license or permit to 
drive or any nonresident operating privilege. If the per
son is a resident without a license or permit to operate a 
motor vehicle in this state, the department shall deny to 
the person the issuance of a license or permit for a pe
riod of one year after the date of the aileged violation or 
for two years if it is the second such refusal in a five
year period, subject to review as hereinafter provided. 

(4) Upon revoking the license or permit to drive or the 
nonresident operating privilege of any person, or upon 
determining that the issuance of a license or permit shall 
be denied to the person, as directed in this section, the 
department shall immediately notify the person involved 
in writing by personal service or by registered or certi
fied mail of its decision and the grounds therefor, and of 
his right to a hearing, specifying the steps he must take 
to obtain a hearing. The person upon receiving the notice 
may, in writing and within ten days therefrom request a 
formal hearing. Upon receipt of such request, the de
partment shall afford him an opportunity for a hearing 
as provided in RCW 46.20.329 and 46.20.332. The 
scope of the hearing for the purposes of this section shall 
cover the issues of whether a law enforcement officer 
had reasonable grounds to believe the person had been 
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor ve
hicle upon the public highways of this state while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor, whether the person 
was placed under arrest, and whether he refused to sub
mit. to the test upon request of the officer after having 
been informed that such refusal would result in the re
vocation or denial of his privilege to drive. The depart
ment shall order that the revocation or determination 
that there should be a denial of issuance either be re
ss;inded or sustained. Any decision by the department 
revoking a person's driving privilege shall be stayed and 
shall not take effect while a formal hearing is pending as 
provided in this section or during the pendency of a sub
sequent appeal to superior court so long as there is no 
conviction for a moving violation or no finding that the 
person has committed a traffic infraction that is a mov
ing violation during pendency of the hearing and appeal. 

(5) If the revocation or determination that there 
should be a denial of issuance is sustained after such a 
hearing, the person whose license, privilege, or permit is 
so affected has the right to file a petition in the superior 
court of the county in which he or she resides, or, if a 
nonresident of this state, where the charge arose, to re
vi~w the final order of revocation or denial by the de
partment in the manner provided in RCW 46.20.334. 

(6) When it has been finally determined under the 
procedures of this section that a nonresident's privilege 
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to operate a motor vehicle in this state has been revoked, 
the department shall give information in writing of the 
action taken to the motor vehicle administrator of the 
state of the person's residence and of any state in which 
he or she has a license. [ I 983 c 165 § 1; 1981 c 260 § 
11. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c 176 § 3; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 59; 
1979 c 158 § 151; 1975 1st ex.s. c 287 § 4; 1969 c 1 § 1 
(Initiative Measure No. 242, approved November 5, 
1968).] 

Legislative finding, intent--1983 c 16S: "The legislature finds that 
previous attempts to curtail the incidence of driving while intoxicated 
have been inadequate. The legislature further finds that property loss, 
injury, and death caused by drinking drivers have reached unaccept
able levels. This act is intended to convey the seriousness with which 
the legislature views this problem. To that end the legislature seeks to 
insure swift and certain punishment for those who drink and drive. The 
legislature does not intend to discourage or deter courts and other 
agencies from directing or providing treatment for problem drinkers. 
However, it is the intent that such treatment, where appropriate, be in 
addition to and not in lieu of the sanctions to be applied to all those 
convicted of driving while intoxicated." [1983 c 165 § 44.] 

Effective dates---1983 c 16S: "Sections 2, 3 through 12, 14, 16, 
18, 22, 24, and 26 of this act shall take effect on January I, 1985. The 
remainder of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government 
and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect on July 1, 
1983. The director of licensing may immediately take such steps as are 
necessary to insure that all sections of this act are implemented on 
their respective effective dates." (1983 c 165 § 47.] 

Severability--1983 c 16S: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or cir
cumstances is not affected." (1983 c 165 § 48.] 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
iowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Severabllity--1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 
46.61.502. 

Severability, implied consent law--1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.911. 

Liability of medical personnel withdrawing blood: RCW 46.61.508. 
Refusal of blood alcohol content test--Admissibility as evi

dence--Conditions: RCW 46.61.517. 

46.20.308 Implied consent-Revocation, etc., for 
refusal to submit to chemical tests to determine alcoholic 
content of blood. (Effective January 1, 1985.) (1) Any 
person who operates a motor vehicle within this state is 
deemed to have given consent, subject to the provisions 
of RCW 46.61.506, to a chemical test or tests of his or 
her breath or blood for the purpose of determining the 
alc;oholic content of his or her blood if arrested for any 
offense where, at the time of the arrest, the arresting of
ficer has reasonable grounds to believe the person had 
been driving or was in actual physical control of a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 

(2) The test or tests shall be administered at the di
.rection of a law enforcement officer having .reasonable 
grounds to believe the person to have been driving or in 
actual physical control of a motor vehicle within this 
state while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 
The officer shall inform the person of his or her right to 
refuse the test, and of his or her right to have additional 
tests administered by any qualified perso• of his or her 
choosing as provided in RCW 46.6 J .506. The officer 
shall warn the driver that (a) his or her '.'rivilege to drive 
will be revoked or denied if he or she r. -;,~.;; 1.0 submit 
to the test, (b) that his or her privilege ;_o (.;1ve wiil be 
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suspended, revoked; or denied if the test is administered 
and the test indicates a concentration of alcohol in his or 
her lllood of 0.10 percent or more, and (c) that his or 
her refusal to take the test may be used against him or 
her in a subsequent criminal trial. 

(3) Except as provided in this subsection and subsec
tion (4) of this section, the chemical test administered 
shall be of the breath only. If an individual is uncon
scious or is under arrest for the crime of vehicular ho
micide as provided in RCW 46.61.520 or vehicular 
assault as provided in RCW 46.61.522, or if an individ
ual is under arrest for the crime of driving while under 
the innuence of intoxicating liquor or drugs as provided 
in RCW 46.61.502, which arrest results from an acci
dent in which another person has been injured and there 
is a reasonable likelihood that such other person may die 
as a result of injuries sustained in the accident, a breath 
or blood test may be administered without the consent of 
the individual so arrested. 

(4) Any person who is dead, unconscious, or who is 
otherwise in a condition rendering him incapable of re
fusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the con
sent provided by subsection ( 1) of this section and the 
test or tests may be administered, subject to the provi
sions of RCW 46.61.506, and the person shall be 
deemed to have received the warnings required under 
subsection (2) of this section. 

(5) If, following his or her arrest and receipt of warn
ings under subsection (2) of this section, the person ar
rested refuses upon the request of a law enforcement 
officer to submit to a chemical test of his or her breath, 
no test shall be given except as authorized under subsec
tion (3) or (4) of this section. [1983 c 165 § 2; 1983 c 
165 § 1; 198 l c 260 § 11. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c 176 § 3; 
1979 ex.s. c 136 § 59; 1979 c 158 § 151; 1975 1st ex.s. c 
287 § 4; 1969 c 1 § 1 (Initiative Measure No. 242, ap
proved November 5, 1968).] 

Legislative finding, intent--1983 c 16S: "The legislature finds that 
previous attempts to curtail the incidence of driving while intoxicated 
have been inad1..-quate. The legislature further finds that property loss, 
injury, and death caused by drinking drivers have reached unaccept
able levels. This act is intended to convey the seriousness with which 
the legislature views this problem. To that end the legislature seeks to 
insure swift and certain punishment for those who drink and drive. The 
legislature does not intend to discourage or deter courts and other 
agencies from directing or providing treatment for problem drinkers. 
However, it is the intent that such treatment, where appropriate, be in 
addition to and not in lieu of the sanctions to be applied to all those 
convicted of driving while intoxicated." [ 1983 c I 65 § 44.) 

Effective dates--1983 c 16S: •sections 2, 3 through 12, 14. 16, 
18, 22, 24, and 26 of this act shall take effect on January I, 1985. The 
remainder of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government 
and its existing public 'institutions, and shall take effect on July I, 
1983. The director of licensing may immediately take such steps as arc 
necessary to insure that all sections of this act are implemented on 
their respective effective dates." [1983 c 165 § 47.] 

Severability--1983 c 165: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or cir
cumstances is not affected." [ I 983 c 165 § 48.] 

Effective date----Severability-·-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Severability--1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 
46.61.502. 

Severability, implied consent law--1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.911. 

(I 983 Ed.) 
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Liability of medical personnel withdrawing blood: RCW 46.61.508. 
Refusal of blood alcohol content test--Admissibility as evi

dence--Conditions: RCW 46.61.517. 

46.20.311 
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46.20.336 Violations--Penalty. It is a misde
meanor for any person: 

(l) To display or cause or permit to be displayed or 
have in his possession any canceled, revoked, suspended, 
fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or 
identicard; 

(2) To lend his driver's license or identicard to any 
other person or knowingly permit the use thereof by 
another; 

(3) To display or represent as one's own any driver's 
license or identicard not issued to him; 

( 4) Wilfully to fail or refuse to surrender to the de
partment upon its lawful demand any driver's license or 
identicard which has been suspended, revoked or 
canceled; 

(5) To use a false or fictitious name in any application 
for a driver's license or identicard or to knowingly make 
a false statement or to knowingly conceal a material fact 
or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application; 

(6) To permit any unlawful use of a driver's license or 
identicard issued to him. [ 1981 c 92 § 1; 1965 ex.s. c 
121 § 41.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

46.20.342 Driving while license suspended or re
voked--Penalty--Extension of suspension or revo
cation period. (l) Any person who drives a motor vehicle 
on any public highway of this state at a time when his 
priviiege so to do is suspended or revoked in .this or any 
other state or when his policy of insurance or bond, 
when required under this chapter, shall have been can
celed or terminated, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor: 
Provided, That the offenses described in RCW 46.20-
.021 and 46.20.190, as now or hereafter amended, are 
lesser included offenses wtthin the offense described by 
this section. Upon the first conviction therefor, he shall 
be punished by imprisonment for not less than ten days 
nor more than six months. Upon the second such con
viction therefor, he shall be punished by in:ryrisonm~nt 
for not less than ninety days nor nore than ol'le year. 
Upon the third such conviction therefor, he shall be 
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punished by imprisonment for one year. There may also 
be imposed in connection with each such conviction a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

(2) The department upon receiving a record of con
viction of any person or upon receiving an order by any 
juvenile court or any duly authorized court officer of the 
conviction of any juvenile under this section upon a 
charge of driving a vehicle while the license of such per
son is under suspension shall extend the period of such 
suspension for an additional like period and if the con
viction was upon a charge of driving while a license was 
revoked the department shall not issue a new license for 
an additional period of one year from and after the date 
such person would otherwise have been entitled to apply 
for a new license. [ 1980 e 148 § 3. Prior: I 979 ex.s. c 
136 § 62; 1979 ex.s. c 74 § I; 1969 c 27 § 2; prior: 1967 
ex.s. c 145 § 52; 1967 c 167 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 43.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear-
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date--1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090. 
Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Impoundment of vehicle for driver's license violations-. -Release, 

when-Rules implementing: RCW 46.20.435. 

46.20.343 Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor 
child or ward to drive. No person shall cause or know
ingly permit his child or ward under the age of eighteen 
years to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway when 
such minor is not authorized hereunder or in violation of 
any of the provisions of this chapter. [ 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 
44.] 

46.20.344 Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to 
drive. No person shall authorize and knowingly permit a 
motor vehicle owned by him or under his control to be 
driven upon any highway by any person who is not 
authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the provi
sions of this chapter. [ 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 45.] 

46.20.391 Occupational driver's license-Peti
tion--Eligibility--Restrictions-Cancellation. 
(Effective until January 1, ! 985.) (I) Any person licensed 
under this chapter who is convicted of an offense relat
ing to motor vehicles for which suspension or revocation 
of the driver's license is mandatory, other than vehicular 
homicide or vehicular assault, may petition the court for 
a stay of the effect of I.Le mandatory suspension or re
vocation for the purpose of submitting to the department 
ar application for an occupational driver's license. The 
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court upon determining that the petitioner is engaged in 
an occupation or trade that makes it essential that the 
petitioner operate a motor vehicle may stay the effect of 
the mandatory suspension or revocation, notwithstanding 
RCW 46.20.270, for a period of not more than thirty 
days and may set definite restrictions as provided in 
RCW 46.20.393. No person may petition for, and the 
court may not order, a stay affecting the first thirty days 
of any suspension or revocation imposed under RCW 
46.61.515. 

(2) An applicant for an occupational driver's license is 
eligible to receive such license only if: 

(a) Within one year immediately preceding the 
present conviction the applicant has not been convicted 
of any offense relating to motor vehicles for which sus
pension or revocation of a driver's license is mandatory; 
and · 

(b) Within five years immediately preceding the 
present conviction the applicant has not been convicted 
more than once of driving or being in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor under RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, 
of vehicular homicide under RCW 46.61.520, or of ve
hicular assault under RCW 46.61.522; and 

(c) The applicant is engaged in an occupation or trade 
that makes it essential that he or she operate a motor 
vehicle; and 

(d) The applicant files satisfactory proof of financial 
responsibility pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(3) The department, upon receipt of an application 
and the prescribed fee, may issue an occupational driv
er's license to any person eligible under this section that 
permits the operation of a motor vehicle only within the 
limits established by the court and orily when the opera
tion is essential to the licensee's occupation or trade. No 
person may apply for, and the department may not issue, 
an occupational license for the first thirty days of any 
suspension or revocation imposed under RCW 
46.61.515: 

(4) The director shall cancel an occupational driver's 
license upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof has 
been convicted of operating a motor vehicle in violation 
of its restrictions, or of an offense that pursuant to 
chapter 46.20 RCW would warrant suspension or revo
cation of a regular driver's license. The cancellation is 
effective as of the date of the conviction, and continues 
with the same force and effect as any suspension or re
vocation under this title. [ 1983 c 165 § 23; 1983 c 164 § 
4; 1979 C 61 § 13; 19'?3 C 5 § 1.] 

Legislative finding, intent-Effective dates--Severability-
1983 c 16S: See notes following RC\, 46.20.308. 

46.20.391 Occupational driver's license---Applica
tion--Eligibility--Restrictions-Cancellation. 
(Effective January 1, 1985.) (I) Any person licensed un
der this chapter whose driving privilege has been sus
pended or revoked under RCW 46.20.610{!.l(b)(i) or 
who is convicted of an offense relating to motor vehicles 
for which suspension or revocation of the driver's license 
is mandatory, other than vehicular homicide or vehicular 
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assault, may submit to the department an application for 
an occupational driver's license. The department, upon 
receipt of the prescribed fee and upon determining that 
the petitioner is engaged in an occupation or trade that 
makes it essential that the petitioner operate a motor 
vehicle, may issue an occupational driver's license and 
may set definite· restrictions as provided in RCW 
46.20.394. No person may petition for, and the depart
ment shall not issue, an occupational driver's license that 
is effective during the first thirty days of any suspension 
or revocation imposed under RCW 46.61.515 or pursu
ant to RCW 46.20.610(1)(b)(i). A person aggrieved by 
the decision of the department on the application for an 
occupational driver's license may request a hearing as 
provided by rule of the department. 

(2) An applicant for an occupational driver's license is 
eligible to receive such license only if: 

(a) Within one year immediately preceding the 
present conviction or administrative action, the applicant 
has not been convicted of any offense relating to motor 
vehicles for which suspension or revocation of a driver's 
license is mandatory; and 

(b) Within five years immediately preceding the 
present conviction or administrative action, the applicant 
has not been convicted more than once of driving or be
ing in actual physical control of a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor under RCW 
46.61.502 or 46.61.504, of vehicular homicide under 
RCW 46.61.520, or of vehicular assault under RCW 
46.61.522, or had a license administratively suspended 
or revoked under RCW 46.20.610; and 

(c) The applicant is engaged in an occupation or trade 
that makes it essential that he or she operate a motor 
vehicle; and 

(d) The applicant files satisfactory proof of financial 
responsibility pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW. 

(3) The director shall cancel an occupational driver's 
license upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof has 
had a driver's license administratively suspended or re
voked under RCW 46.20.610 or has been convicted of 
operating a motor vehicle in violation of its restrictions, 
or of an offense that pursuant to chapter 46.20 RCW 
would war-rant suspension or · revocation of a regular 

_driver's license. The cancellation is effective as of the 
date of the conviction or administrative action, and con
tinues with the same force and effect as any suspension 
or revocation under this title. [ 1983 c 165 § 24; 1983 c 
165 § 23; 1979 C 61 § 13; 1973 C 5 § 1.] 

Legislative finding, intent-Effective dates---Severability-
1983 c 16S: See notes following RCW 46.20.308. 
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46.20.410 Occupational operator's license--Pen
alty. Any person convicted for violation of e.ny restric
tion of an occupational driver's license shall in addition 
to the immediate revocation of such license and any 
other penalties provided by law be fined not Jess than 
fifty nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned 
for not more than six months or both such fine and im
prisonment. [ l 967 c 32 § 34; 196 l c 12 § 46.20.410. 
Prior: 1957 c 268 § 4.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 
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46.20.420 Operation of motor vehicle under other li
cense or permit prohibited while license is suspended or 
revoked. Any resident or nonresident whose driver's li
cense or right or privilege to operate a motor vehicle in 
this state has been suspended or revoked as provided in 
this title shall not operate a motor vehicle in this state 
under a license, permit or registration certificate issued 
by any other jurisdiction or otherwise during such sus
pension or after such revocation until a new license is 
obtained when and as permitted under this chapter. 
[1967 C 32 § 35; 196} C 134 § 2.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases--Mandatory appear
ance--JCrR 2.09. 

Impoundment of vehicle for drivels license vio/ations--Release, 
when--Rules implementing: RCW 46.20.435. 

46.20.430 Stopping of vehicle registered to person 
whose driver's license has been suspended or revoked 
authorized--Display of license. Any police officer who 
has received notice of the suspension or revocation of a 
driver's license from the department of licensing, may, 
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during the repurted period of such suspension or revoca
tion, stop any motor vehicle· identified by its vehicle li
cense number as being registered to the person whose 
driver's license· has been suspended or revoked. The 
driver of such vehicle shall display his driver's license 
upon request of the police officer. [ 1979 c 158 § 152; 
I 965 ex.s. c 170 § 4 7.] 

46.20.435 Impoundment of vehicle for driver's license 
violations--Release, when--Rules implementing. ( 1) 
Upon determining that a person is operating a motor 
vehicle without a valid driver's license in violation of 
RCW 46.20.021 or with a license that has been expired 
for ninety days or more, or with a suspended or revoked 
license in violation of RCW 46.20.342 or 46.20.420, a 
law enforcement officer may immediately impound the 
vehicle which the person is operating. 

(2) If the driver of the vehicle is the owner of the ve
hicle, the department shall not release the vehicle im
pounded under subsection (1) of this section until the 
owner of the vehicle: 

(a) Establishes to the department that any penalties, 
fines, or forfeitures owed by the person driving the vehi
cle when it was impounded have been satisfied; and 

(b) Pays to the person who impounded and stored the 
vehicle the reasonable costs of such impoundment and 
storage. 

(3) If the driver of the vehicle is not the owner of the 
vehicle, the driver shall be responsible for any penalties, 
fines, or forfeitures owed or due and for the costs of im
poundment and storage. The vehicle shall be released to 
the owner upon proof of such ownership. 

( 4) The department shall adopt such rules as are nec
essary for the administration of this section. [ 1982 c 8 § 
I.] 

Se,erability-1982 c 8: "If any provision of this act or its appli
cation to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circum
stances is not affected." [ I 982 c 8 § 2.] 

46.20.440 Operation of vehicles requmng special 
skills--Additional examination and special license en
dorsement required--Exemption--Instruction per
mit, fee. It is unlawful for a person to operate upon the 
public highway any motor-truck, truck-tractor, school 
bus, auto stage, for hire vehicle, or private carrier bus as 
defined by RCW 46.04.310, 46.04.650, 46.04.521, 46-
.04.050, 46.04.190, and 46.04.416 respectivel"y, found by 
the director to require spe<;:ial operating skills as hereaf
ter provided, unless the driver has successfully completed 
an examination, in addition to the examinations in RCW 
46.20.130, demonstrating the ability of the driver to op
erate and maneuver the vehicle or vehicles upon the 
public highwc1y in a manner not to jeopardize the safety 
of persons or property: Provided, That this requirement 
does not apply to any person hauling farm commodities 
from the farm to the processing plant or shipping point, 
not to exceed a radius of fifty miles from the farm. 

The director may issue an instruction permit to an 
applicant for a period not to exceed one i-J,1ndred eighly 
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days. This instruction permit may be renewed for one 
additional one hundred eighty-day period. The director 
shall collect a two dollars and fifty cent fee for the in
struction permit or renewal, and the fee shall be depos
ited in the highway safety fund. 

The director shall upon completion of such tests spe
cially endorse the driver's license of the applicant to in
dicate the type of vehicle qualifications met. [ 1980 c 114 
§ I; 1971 ex.s. c 126 § I; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 4; 1969 ex.s. 
c 68 § 1; I 96 7 ex.s. c 20 § 1.] 

Effecti,e date--1967 ex.s. c 20: •sections I, 3, and 4 of this 
amendatory act. shall be effective January I, I 968." [I 967 ex.s. c 20 § 
5.) 

Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers of for hire vehicles: RCW 
46.20.045. 
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46.20.500 Special endorsement for motorcycle oper
ator's license---Moped exception. No person may drive 
a motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle unless such person 
has a valid driver's license specially endorsed by the di
rector to enable the holder to drive such vehicles, nor 
may a person drive a motorcycle of a larger engine dis
placement than that authorized by such special endorse
ment or by an instruction permit for such category: 
Provided, That any person sixteen years of age or older, 
holding a valid driver's license of any class issued by the 
state of the person's resid.ence, may opernte a moped 
without taking any special examination for the operation 
of a mopec. [1982 c 77 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 6; 1967 c 
232 § I.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTJR 6.2. 

~verability--1982 c 77: "If any provision of this act or its appli
cation to :!ny person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act o: the application of the provision to other persons or circum
s,ances is not affected." [ l 982 c 77 § IO.] 

Mopeds 
operation and safety standards: RCW 46.61. 710, 46.6/. 720. 
registration: RCW 46.16.630. 
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46.20.510 Special endorsement for motorcycle oper
ator's license--Categories--lnstruction permits. ( 1) 
There shall be three categories for the special motorcy
cle endorsement of a driver's license. Category one shall 
be for motorcycles or motor-driven cycles having an en
gine displacement of one hundred fifty cubic centimeters 
or less. Category two shall be for motorcycles having an 
engine displacement of five hundred cubic centimeters or 
less. Category three shall include categories one and two, 
and shall be for motorcycles having an engine displace
ment of five hundred one cubic centimeters or more. 

(2) A motorcycle endorsement issued prior to June 10, 
1982, is deemed to be for category three. Thereafter, a 
person first seeking a motorcycle endorsement or a per
son seeking an endorsement to operate a motorcycle with 
an engine displacement of a higher category than the 
one covered by his or her existing endorsement, shall 
obtain an endorsement for the appropriate category pur
suant to RCW 46.20.505 through 46.20.515. 

(3) The department may issue an instruction permit 
to an individual who wishes to learn to ride a motorcycle 
or obtain an endorsement of a larger endorsement cate
gory. This permit and a valid driver's license with cur
rent endorsement, if any, shall be carried when operating 
a motorcycle. An individual with an instruction permit 
may not carry passengers, may not operate a motorcycle 
during the hours of darkness or on a fully controlled, 
limited access facility, and shall be under the direct vi
sual supervision of a person with a motorcycle endorse
ment of the appropriate category. [ 1982 c 77 § 3.] 

Severability--1982 c '77: Sec note following RCW 46.20.500. 

(1983 Ed.) 

MQMQJ w·· 



- Fi~anci~ponsibility - 46.29.620 

VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER 

46.29.605 Suspension of registration, notke-
Surrender of license plates-Penalties. (1) Whenever 
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the involvement in a motor vehicle accident in this state 
results in the driving privilege of a person being sus
pended for failure to pay a judgment or deposit security, 
the department shall suspend the Washington registra
tion of the motor vehicle if the person driving at the time 
of the accident was also the registered owner of the mo
tor vehicle. 

(2) A notice of suspension shall be mailed by first 
class mail to the owner's last known address of record in 
the department and shall be effective notwithstanding 
the owner's failure to receive the notice. 

(3) Upon suspension of the registration of a motor ve
hicle, the registered owner shall surrender all vehicle li
cense plates registered to the vehicle. The departinent 
shall destroy the license plates and, upon reinstatement 
of the registration, shall issue new vehicle license plates 
as provided in RCW 46.16.270. 

( 4) Failure to surrender license plates under subsec
tion (3) of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not less than one day nor more than 
five days and by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than two hundred fifty dollars. 

(5) No vehicle license plates or certificate of owner
ship or registration for a motor vehicle may be issued 
and no vehicle license may be renewed during the time 
the registration of the motor vehicle is suspended. 

(6) Any person who operates a vehicle in this state 
while the registration of the vehicle is suspended is guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be imprisoned for not less than two days nor more 
than five days and fined not less than one hundred dol

· 1ars nor more than five hundred dollars. [ I 981 c 309 § 
6.] 

r'fitle 46 RCW-p 93) 
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46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful---Im~ 
pounding authorized. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to operate or move, or for any owner to cause or permit 
to be operated or moved upon any public highway, any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles, which is not at all 
times equipped in the manner required by this title, or 
the equipment of which is not in a proper condition and 
adjustment as required by this title. 

Any vehicle operating upon the public highways of 
this state and at any time found to be defective in 
equipment in such a manner that it may be considered 
unsafe shall be an unlawful vehicle and may be pre
vented from further operation until such equipment de
fect is corrected and any peace officer is empowered to 
impound such vehicle until the same has been placed in 
a condition satisfactory to vehicle inspection. The neces
sary cost of impounding any such unlawful vehicle and 
any cost for the storage and keeping thereof shall be 
paid by the owner thereof. The impounding of any such 
vehicle shall be in addition to any penalties for such un
lawful operation. 

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to 
prevent the operation of any such defective vehicle to a 
place for correction of equipment defect in the manner 
directed by any peace officer or representative of the 
state commission on equipment. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.32.060. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 12; RRS § 6360-12.] 

Sunset Act application: See note following chapter digest. 

46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. In the 
event that any vehicle shall become damaged in such a 
manner that such vehicle shall have become unsafe for 
operation upon the public highways of this state, it shall 
be unlawful for the owner or operator thereof to cause 
such vehicle to be operated upon a public highway upon 
its return to service unless such owner or operator shall 
have presented such vehicle for inspection of equipment 
within twenty-four hours after its return to service. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.32.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 13; RRS § 
6360-13.] . 

Sunset Act application: See note following chapter digesr. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 96) 
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46.37.010 Scope and effect of regulations--Gen
eral penalty. (I) It is a traffic infraction for any person 
to drive or move or for the owner to cause or knowingly 
permit to be driven or moved on any highway any vehi
cle or combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe 
condition as to endanger any person, or which does not 
contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with 
such lamps and other equipment in proper condition and 
adjustment as required in this chapter or in regulations 
issued by the state commission on equipment, or which is 
equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter or 
the commission's regulations, or for any person to do any 
act forbidden or fail to perform any act required under 
this chapter or th~ commission's regulations. 

(2) Nothing contained in this chapter or the commis
sion's regulations shall be construed to prohibit the use 
of additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not in
consistent with the provisions of this chapter or the 
commission's regulations. 

(3) The provisions of the chapter and the commis
sion's regulations with respect to equipment on vehicles 
shall not apply to implements of husbandry, road ma
chinery, road rollers, or farm tractors except as herein 
made applicable. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 97] 
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(4) No owner or operator of a farm tractor, self-pro-
pelled unit of farm equipment, or implement of hus
bandry shall be guilty of a crime or sub~f:.ct to penalty 
for violation of RCW 46.37 .160 as now or hereafter 
amended unless such violation occurs on a public 
highway. 

(5) It is a traffic infraction for any person to sell or 
off er for sale vehicle equipment which is required to be 
approved by the commission on equipment as prescribed 
in RCW 46.37.005 unless it has been approved by the 
state commission on equipment. · 

(6) The provisions of this chapter with respect to 
equipment required on vehicles shall not apply to motor
cycles or motor-driven cycles except as herein made ap
plicable. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 69; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 1; 
1963 c 154 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.010. Prior: 1955 c 269 
§ 1; prior: 1937 c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; 
RCW 46.40.0 l 0, part; 1929 c 178 .§ 2; 1927 c 309 § 19; 
1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 
15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS § 6362-19.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: "If any provision of this 1977 

amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 57.] 

Effective date-1963 c 154: "This act shall take effect on January 
I, 1964." [1963 c 154 § 32.] 

46.37.020 When lighted lamps and signaling devices 
are required. Every vehicle upon a highway within this 
state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a half 
hour before sunrise and at any other time when, due to 
insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions, 
persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly dis
cernible at a distance of one thousand feet ahead shall 
display lighted head lights, other lights, and illuminating 
devices as hereinafter respectively required for different 
classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to 
parked vehicles, and such stop lights, turn signals, and 
other signaling devices shall be lighted as prescribed for 
the use of such devices. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 2; 1974 ex.s. 
c 124 § 2; 1963 c 154 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.020. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 2; prior: 1937 c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 
6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, part; I 929 c 178 § 2; 
1927 c 309 § 19; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; I 919 c 59 § 1 o, 
part; 191.7 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS 
§6362-19.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. . 

Effective date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW. 46.37.010. 

Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-When headlamps and tail 
/aY!ws to be lighted: RCW 46.37.522. 

46.37.030 Visibility distance and mounted height •Of 
lamps. (1) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared 
as to distance from which certain lamps and devices 
shall render objects visible or within which :uch lamps 
or devices shal'. be visible, said provisions shall apply 
during the times stated in RCW 46.37.020 in respect to 

[Tiile 46 RCW-p 98) 

a vehicle without load when upon a straight, level, un
lighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions 
unless a different time or condition is expressly stated. 

(2) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as 
to the mounted height of lamps or devices it shall mean 
from the center of such lamp or device to the level 
ground upon which the vehicle stands when such vehicle 
is without a load. 

(3) No additional lamp, reflective device, or other 
motor vehicle equipment shall be added which impairs 
the effectiveness of this standard. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 3; 
1961 c 12 § 46.37.030. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 3; prior: 1937 
c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 6360--14, part; RCW 46.40.010, 
part.] 

Severnbility-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.040 Head lamps on motor vehicles. (I) Every 
motor vehicle shall be ~quipped with at .least two head 
lamps with at least one on each side of the front of the 
motor vehicle, which head lamps shall comply with the 
requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter. 

(2) Every head lamp upon every motor vehicle shall 
be located at a height measured from the center of the 
head lamp of not more than fifty-four inches nor less 
than twenty-four inches to be measured as set forth in 
RCW 46.37 .030(2). [ I 977 ex.s. c 355 § 4; 196 I c I 2 § 
46.37.040. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 15; 
RRS § 6360-15; RCW 46.40.020; 1933 c 156 § 1, part; 
1929 c 178 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 20, part, 24; 1921 c 
96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, 
part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS §§ 6362-20, part, 
6362-24.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.050 Tail lamps. (I) After January 1, I 964, 
every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, 
and any other vehicle which is being drawn at the end of 
a combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least 
two tail lamps mounted on the rear, which, when lighted 
as required in RCW 46.37.020, shall emit a red light 
plainly visible from a distance of one thousand feet to 
the rear, except that passenger cars manufactured or as
sembled prior to January l, 1939, shall have at least one 
tail lamp. On a combination of vehicles only the tail 
lamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen 
from the distance specified. On vehicles equipped with 
more than one tail lamp, the lamps shall be mounted on 
the same level and as widely spaced laterally as 
TJracticable. 

(2) Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located 
at a height of not more than seventy-two inches nor less 
than fifteen inches. 

(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so 
constructed and placed as to illuminate with a white 
light the rear registration plate and render it clearly leg
ible from a distance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail 
lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp or 
lamps for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall 
be so wired as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or 
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auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 
5; 1963 c 154 § 3; 1961 c .12 § 46.37.050. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 5; prior: 1947 c 267 § 2, part; 1937 c 189 § 16, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-16, part; RCW 46.40-
. 030, part; I 929 c 178 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 27; RRS § 
6362-27; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; I 9 I 9 c 59 § IO, part; 
1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37 .060 Reflectors. (I) Every motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer shall carry on the 
rear, either as a part of the tail lamps or separately, two 
or more red reflectors meeting the requirements of this 
section: Provided, however, That vehicles of the types 
mentioned in RCW 46.37.090 shall be equipped with 
reflectors meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.110 
and 46.37 .120. 

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the ve
hicle at a height not less than fifteen inches nor more 
than seventy-two inches measured as set forth in RCW 
46.37.030(2), and shall be of such size and characteris
tics and so mounted as to be visible at night from all 
distances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet 
from such vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper 
beams of head lamps, except that reflectors on vehicles 
manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1970, 
shall be visible at night from all distances within three 
hundred and fifty feet to one hundred feet when directly 
in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps. [1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 6; I 963 c 154 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.060. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 6; prior: 1947 c 267 § 2, part; 1937 c 
189 § 16, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-16, part; RCW 
46.40.030, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.070 Stop lamps and turn signals required. ( 1) 
After January 1, 1964, every motor vehicle, trailer, sem
itrailer, and pole trailer shall be equipped with two qr 
more stop lamps meeting the requirements of RCW 46-
.37.200, except that passenger cars manufactured or as
sembled prior to January 1, 1964, shall be equipped with 
at least one such stop lamp. On a combination of vehi
cles, only the stop lamps on the rearmost vehicle need 
actually be seeri from the distance specified in RCW 
46.37 .200( 1 ). 

(2) After January 1, 1960, every motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped 
with electric turn signal lamps meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37.200(2), except that passenger cars, trail
ers, semitrailers, pole trailers, and trucks less than eighty 
inches in width, manufactured or assembled prior to 
January 1, 1953, need not be equipped with electric turn 
signal lamps. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 7; 1963 c 154 § 5; 1961 
c 12 § 46.37.070. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 32; 1955 c 269 § 
7; prior: ; 953 c 248 § 2, part; 1947 c 267 § 4, part; 1937 
c 189 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-23, part; 
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RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c 178 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 
§ 15, part; R RS § 6362-15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010 . 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37 .080 Application of succeeding sections. Those 
sections of this chapter which follow immediately, in
cluding RCW 46.37.090, 46.37.100, 46.37.110, 46.37-
. 120, and 46.37. I 30, relating to clearance lamps, marker 
lamps, and reflectors, shall apply as stated in said sec
tions to vehicles of the type therein enumerated, namely 
buses, trucks, truck tractors, and trailers, semitrailers, 
and pole trailers, respectively, when operated upon any 
highway, and said vehicles shall be equipped as required 
and all lamp equipment required shall be lighted at the 
times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020. For purposes of the 
sections enumerated above, a camper, when mounted 
upon a motor vehicle, shall be considered part of the 
permanent structure of that motor vehicle. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 8; 1963 c 154 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.080. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 8; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 
17, part; Rem. Supp. I 947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46-
.40.040, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.090 Additional equipment required on certain 
vehicles. In addition to other equipment required in 
RCW 46.37.040, 46.37.050, 46.37.060, and 46.37.070, 
the foflowing vehicles shall be equipped as herein stated 
under the conditions stated in RCW 46.37.080, and in 
addition, the reflectors elsewhere enumerated for such 
vehicles shall conform to the requirements of RCW 
46.37 .120(1 ). 

( 1) Buses, trucks, motor homes, and motor vehicles 
with mounted campers eighty inches or more in over-all 
width: 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January I, 1964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section; 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
s-ide, and after January l, 1964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] 
of this section; 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear; 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(2) Trailers and semitrailers eighty inches or more in 
over-all width: 

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side; 

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each 
side, and after January I, 1964, three identification 
lamps meeting the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] 
of. this section; 

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or 
near the front and one at or near the rear; 

[Title 46 RCW-p 99) 
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(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear: Provided, That a mo
bile home as defined by RCW 46.04.302 need not be 
equipped with two side marker lamps or two side reflec
tors as required by subsection (2) (c) and (d) of this 
section while operated under the terms of a special per
mit authorized by RCW 46.44.090. 

(3) Truck tractors: 
On the front, two cab clearance lamps, one at each 

side, and on· vehicles manufactured or assembled after 
January 1, 1964, three identification lamps meeting the 
specifications of subdivision ( 6) [ (7)] of this section. 

(4) Trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers thirty feet 
or more in over-all length: 

On each side, one amber side marker lamp and one 
amber reflector, centrally located with respect to the 
length of the vehicle: Provided, That a mobile home as 
defined by RCW 46.04.302 need not be equipped with 
such side marker lamp or reflector while operated under 
the terms of a special permit authorized by RCW 
46.44.090. 

(5) Pole trailers: 
(a) On each side, one amber side marker lamp at or 

near the front of the load; 
(b) One amber reflector at or near the front of the 

load; 
(c) On the rearmost support for the load, one combi

nation marker lamp showing amber to the front and red 
to the rear and side, mounted to indicate maximum 
width of the pole trailer. 

(6) Boat trailers eighty inches or more in overall 
width: 

(a) One on each side, at or near the midpoint, one 
clearance lamp performing the function of both a front 
and rear clearance lamp; 

(b) On the rear, after June 1, I 978, three identifica
tion lamps meeting the specifications of subsection (7) of 
this section; 

(c) One on each side, two side marker lamps, one at 
or near the front and one at or near the rear; 

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear. 

(7) Whenever required or permitted by this chapter, 
identification lamps shall be grouped in a horizontal 
row, with lamp centers spaced not less than six nor more 
than twelve inches apart, and mounted on the permanent 
structure of the vehicle as close as practicable to the 
vertical centerline: Provided, however, That where the 
cab of a vehicle is not more than forty-two inches wide 
at the front roof line, a single identification lamp at the 
centr.::- of the cab shall be deemed to comply with the 
requirements for front identification lamps. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 9; 1963 c 154 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.090. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 9; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 
17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46-
.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 
§§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; 
RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, 
part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note io;\owing RCW 
46.37.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 100) 

Effective date--1963 c 154: Sec note following RCW 4(d7.0I0. 

46.37 .100 Color of clearance lamps, side marker 
lamps, back-up lamps, and reflectors. (1) Front clear
ance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors 
mounted on the front or on the side near the front of a 
vehicle shall display or reflect an amber color. 

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and 
reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near the 
rear of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color. 

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the 
rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, 
except the stop lamp or other signal device, which may 
be red, amber or yellow, and except that the light illu
minating the license plate shall be white and the light 
emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or amber. 
[ 1961 c 12 § 46.37. I 00. Prior: I 955 c 269 § I 0; prior: 
1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. 
1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 
§§ 5, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 
309 §§ 27. part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 
6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, 
part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part.] 

46.37.110 Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps, 
identification lamps, and side marker lamps. ( 1) Reflec
tors when required by RCW 46.37.090 shall be mounted 
at a height not less than twenty-four inches and not 
higher than sixty inches above the ground on which the 
vehicle stands, except that if the highest part of the per
manent structure of the vehicle is less than twenty-four 
inches the reflector at such point shall be mounted as 
high as that part of the permanent structure will permit. 

The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be mounted 
on each side of the bolster or load. 

Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle 
may be incorporated with the tail lamp, but such reflec
tor shall meet all the other reflector requirements of this 
chapter. 

(2) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the perma
nent structure of the vehicle in such a manner as to in
dicate the extreme height and width of the vehicle. 
When rear identification lamps are required and are 
mounted as high as is practicable, rear clearance lamps 

-may be mounted at optional height, and when the 
mounting of front clearance lamps results in such lamps 
failing to indicate the extreme width of the trailer, such 
lamps may be mounted at optional height but must in
dicate, as near as practicable, the extreme width of the 
trailer. Clearance lamps on truck tractors shall be lo
cated so as to indicate the extreme width of the truck 
tractor cab. Clearance lamps and side marker lamps 
may be mounted in combination provided illumination is 
given as required herein with reference to both: Pro
vided, That no rear clearance lamp may be combined in 
any shell or housing with any tail lamp or identification 
lamp. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.110. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 11; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 
c 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. I 94 7 § 6360-17, part; 
RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; 
1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 
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28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 
96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, 
part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355:· See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, 
identification lamps, and side marker lamps. (I) Every 
reflector upon any vehicle referred to in RCW 46.37.090 
shall be of such size and characteristics and so main
tained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all dis
tances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet from 
the vehicle when directly in front of lawful lower beams 
of head lamps, except that the visibility for reflectors on 
vehicles manufactured or assembled prior to January I, 
I 970, shall be measured in front of the lawful upper 
beams of headlamps. Reflectors required to be mounted 
on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required color 
of light to the sides, and those mounted on the rear shall 
reflect a red color to the rear. 

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps and identification 
lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished 
under normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights 
are required at all distances between five hundred feet 
and fifty feet from the front and rear. respectively, of 
the vehicle. 

(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen 
and distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions 
at the times lights are required at all distances between 
five hundred feet and fifty feet from the side of the ve
hicle on which mounted. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 11; 1963 c 
154 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.120. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 12; 
prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 
1933 c 156 §§ 5, part, 6, part; I 929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, 
part; I 927 c 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, 
part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 19 l 9 c 59 § 
IO, part; I 917 c 155 § 15, part.) 

Severability-· -1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.130 Obstructed lights not required. Whenever 
motor and other vehicles are operated in combination 
during the time that lights are required, any lamp (ex
cept tail lamps) need not be lighted which, by reason of 
its location on a vehicle of the combination, would be 
obscured 'Jy another vehicle of the combination, but this 
shall not affect the requirement that lighted clearance 
lamps be displayed on the~front of the foremost vehicle 
required to have dearance lamps, nor that all lights re
quired on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of any combi
nation shall be lighted. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.37 .130. Prior: 
1955 C 269 § 13.] 

46.37.140 Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting 
load. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the 
rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of such 
vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end 
of the load, at the times specified in RCW 46.37.020, 
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two red lamps, visible from a dista_nce of at least five 
hundred feet to the rear, two red reflectors visible at 
night from all distances within six hundred feel to one 
hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful 
lower beams of headlamps, and located so as to indicate 
maximum width, and on each side one red lamp, visible 
from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the side, 
located so as to indicate maximum overhang. There shall 
be displayed at all other times on any vehicle having a 
load which extends beyond its sides or more than four 
feet beyond its rear, red flags, not less than twelve inches 
square, marking the extremities of such loads, at each 
point where a lamp would otherwise be required by this 
section, under RCW 46.37 .020. [ I 977 ex.s. c 355 § 12; 
1963 c 154 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.140. Prior: 1955 c 269 
§ 14; prior: 1937 c 189 §-18; RRS § 6360-18; RCW 
46.40.050; 1929 c 178 § 11, part; 1927 c 309 § 32, part, 
RRS § 6362-32, part; I 921 c 96 § 22. part; 19 I 9 c 59 § 
10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.150 Lamps on vehicles--Parked or. stopped 
vehicles, lighting requirements. (I) Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with one or more lamps, which, when lighted, 
shall display a white or amber light visible from a dis
tance of one thousand feet to the front of the vehicle, 
and a red light visible from a distance of one thousand 
feet to the rear of the vehicle. The location of said lamp 
or lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp or 
combination of lamps meeting the requirements of this 
section is installed as near as practicable to the side of 
the vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. 

(2) Whenever a vehicle is lawfully parked upon a 
street or highway during the hours between a half hour 
after sunset and a half hour before sunrise and in the 
event there is sufficient light to reveal any person or ob
ject within a distance of one thousand feet upon such 
street or highway, no lights need be displayed upon such 
parked vehicle. 

(3) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a 
roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, outside an incor
porllted city or town, whether attended or unattended, 
during the hours between a half hour after sunset and a 
half hour before sunrise and there is insufficient light to 
reveal any person or object within a distance of one 
thousand feet upon such highway, such vehicle so parked 
or stopped shall be equipped with and shall display 
lamps meeting the requirements of subsection (I) of this 
section. 

(4) Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle 
shall be depressed or dimmed. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 13; 
1963 c 154 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.150. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § l 5; prior: 1937 c 189 § 19; RRS § 6360-19; RCW 
46.40.060; I 933 C 156 § 8; 1929 C 178 § I 0; 1927 c 309 
§ 31; RRS § 6362-31.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
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46.37.160 Hazard warning lights, lamps, and reflec- · 
tors on farm tractors, farm-equipment, and implements of 
husbandry--Slow-moving vehicle emblem. (I) Every 
farm tractor and every self-propelled unit of farm 
equipment or implement of husbandry manufactured or 
assembled after January I, 1970, shall be equipped with 
vehicular hazard warning lights of the type described in 
RCW 46.37 .2 I 5 visible from a distance of not less than 
one thousand feet to the front and rear in normal sun
light, which shall be displayed whenever any such vehi
cle is operated upon a highway. 

(2) Every self-propelled unit of farm equipment or 
implement of husbandry manufactured or assembled af
ter January l, I 970, shall at all times, and every other 
motor vehicle shall at tiines mentioned in RCW 46.37-
.020, be equipped with lamps and reflectors as follows: 

(a) At least two headlamps meeting the requirements 
of RCW 46.37.220, 46.37.240, or 46.37.260; 

(b) At least one red lamp visible when lighted from a 
distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear 
mounted as far to the left of center of vehicle as 
practicable; 

(c) At least two red reflectors visible from all dis
tances within six hundred to one hundred feet to the rear 
when directly in front of lawful lower beams of 
headlamps. 

(3) Every combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equipment or towed implement of husbandry shall 
at all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped 
with lamps and reflectors as follows: 

(a) The farm tractor element of every such combina
tion shall be equipped as required in subsections ( l) and 
(2) of this section; 

(b) The towed unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husbandry element of such combination shall be 
equipped on the rear with two red lamps visible when 
lighted from a distance of not less than· one thousand 
feet to the rear, and two red reflectors visible to the rear 
from all distances within six hundred feet to one hun
dred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful up
per beams of head lamps. One reflector shall be so 
positioned to indicate, as nearly as practicable, the ex
treme left projection of the towed unit; 

(c) If the towed unit or its load obscures either of the 
vehicle hazard warning lights on the tractor, the towed 
unit shall be equipped with vehicle hazard warning lights 
described in subsection (I) of this section. 

( 4 )' The two red lamps and the two red reflectors re
quired in the foregoing subsections of this section on a 
self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of 
husbandn or combination of farm tractor and towed 
farm equ:pment shall be so positioned as to show from 
the rear as nearly as practicabic the extreme width of 
the vehicle or combination carrying them: Provided, 
That if all other requirements are met, reflective tape or 
paint may be used in lieu of reflectors required by sub
section (3) of this section. 

(5) After January 1, 1970, every farm tractor and ev
ery self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement 
of husband'.-' designed for operation at speeds not in ex
cess of twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be 
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equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem mounted 
on the rear except as provided in subsection ( 6) of this 
section. 

(6) After January l, 1970, every combination of farm 
tractor and towed farm equipment or towed implement . 
of husbandry normally operating at speeds not in excess 
of twenty--five miles per hour shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem as follows: 

(a) Where the towed unit is sufficiently large to ob
scure the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm trac
tor, the towed unit shall be equipped with a slow moving 
vehicle emblem. In such cases, the towing vehicle need 
not display the emblem; 

(b) Where the slow moving vehicle emblem on the 
farm tractor ·unit is not obscured by the towed unit, then 
either or both may be equipped with the required em
blem but it shall be sufficient if either has it. 

(7) The emblem required by subsections (5) and (6) 
of this section shall comply with current standards and 
specifications as promulgated by the state commission 
on equipment. [ l 977 ex.s. c 355 § 14; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 
22; 1963 c 154 § l l; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.160. Prior: 1955 
C 269 § 16.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355:. See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date----1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.170 Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and 
equipment--Slow-moving vehicle emblem on animal
drawn vehicles. ( 1) Every vehicle, including animal
drawn vehicles and vehicles referred to in RCW 
46.37 .0t 0(3), not specifically required by the provisions 
of RCW 46.37.020 through 46.37.330 to be equipped 
with lamps, or other lighting devices, shall at all times 
specified in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped with at least 
one lamp displaying a white light visible from a distance 
of not less than one thousand feet to the front of said 
vehicle, and shall also be equipped with two lamps dis
playing red light visible from a distance of not less than 
one thousand feet to the rear of said vehicle, or as an 
alternative, one lamp displaying a red light visible from 
a distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear 
and two red reflectors visible from all distances of six 
hundred to ·one hundred feet to the rear when illumi
nated by the lawful lower beams of head lamps. 

(2) After June l, 1978, every animal-drawn vehicle 
shall at all times be equipped with a slow-moving vehi
cle emblem complying with RCW 46.37.160(7). [1977 
ex.s. C 355 § 15; 1963 C 154 § 12; 1961 C 12 § 46.37.170. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 21; RRS § 
6360-2 l; RCW 46.40.080; 1927 c 309 § 34; 192 l c 96 § 
22, part; 1917 c 40 § I; RRS § 6362-34.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: .See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effecfoe date----1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.180 Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. ( l) Spot 
lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to 
exceed two spot lamps and every lighted spot lamp shall 
be so aimed and used that no part of the high intensity 

(1983 Ed.) 
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portion of the bearri will strike the windshield, or any 
windows, mirror, or occupant of another vehicle in use. 

(2) Fog lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped 
with not to exceed two fog lamps mounted on the front 
at a height of not less than twelve inches nor more than 
thirty inches above the level surface upon which the ve
hicle stands and so aimed that when the vehicle is not 
loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light to 
the left of the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of 
twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a level of four 
inches below the level of the center of the lamp from 
which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting the above 
requirements may be used with lower head lamp beams 
as specified in RCW 46,37.220. 

(3) Auxiliary passing lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary passing 
lamps mounted on the front at. a height not less than 
twenty-four inches· nor more than forty-two inches 
above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. 
The provisions of RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any 
combinations of head lamps and auxiliary passing lamps. 

(4) Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor vehicle may 
be equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary driving 
lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than 
sixteen inches nor more than forty-two inches a_bove the 
level surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provi
sions of RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any combination 
of head lamps and auxiliary driving lamps. [ 1963 c 154 
§ 13; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.180. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 18; 
prior: 1949 c 157 § l; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 636~22a; 
RCW 46.40.110, 46.40.120.) 

Effecti,e date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.184 Red flashing lights on tire department ve
hicles. All fire department vehicles in service shall be 
identified by red lights of an intermittent flashing type, 
visible from both front and rear for a distance of five 
hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions. Such 
red flashing lights shall be well separated from the 
headlights so that they will not black out when head
lights are on. Such red flashing lights shall be in opera
tion at all times when such vehicle is on emergency 
status. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.184. Prior: 1953 c 161 § l. 
Formerly RCW 46.40.220.) 

46.37. 185 Green light on firemen's private cars. Fire
men, when approved by the chief of their respective 
service, shall be authoriz~d to use a green light on the 
front of their private car-s when on emergency duty only. 
Such green light shall be visible for a distance of two 
hundred foe~ under normal atmospheric conditions and 
shall be of a type and mounting approved by the com
mission on equipment. The use 01· the green light shall 
only be for the purpose of identification and the operator 
of a vehicle so equipped shall not be entitled to any of 
the privileges provided in RCW 46.61.035 for the oper
a tors of authorized emergency vehicles. [ 1 971 ex.s. c 92 
§ 3; 1961 c 12 5 46.37.185. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 2. 
Formerly RCW 46.40.230.] 
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46.37.186 Fire department sign or plate on private 
car. ( i) No private vehicle, bearing a sign or plate indi
cating a fire department connection, shall be driven or 
operated on any public highway, except when the owner 
thereof is a bona fide member of a fire department. 

(2) Any sign or plate indicating fire department con
nection on a private car of any member of a fire depart
ment shall include the name of the municipality or fire 
department organization to which the owner belongs. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.37.186. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 3. Formerly 
RCW 46.40.240.] . 

46.37.187 Green light, sign or plate---ldentifica
tion card required. Any individual displaying a green 
light as authorized in RCW 46.37 .185, or a sign or plate 
as authorized in RCW 46.37 .186, shall also carry at
tached to a convenient location on the private vehicle to 
which the green light or sign or plate is attached, an 
identification card showing the name of the owner of 
said vehicle, the organization to which he or she belongs 
and bearing the signature of the chief of the service in
volved. [1971 ex.s. c 92 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.187. 
Prior: 1953 c 161 § 4. Formerly RCW 46.40.250.] 

46.37.188 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 
through 46.37.188. Every violation of RCW 46.37.184, 
46.37.185, 46.37.186, or 46.37.187 is a traffic infraction. 
[ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 70; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.188. Prior: 
1953 c 161 § 5. Formerly RCW 46.40.260.) 

Effecti,e date----Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.37.190 Red lights on emergency vehicles, school 
buses, private carrier buses--Colored lights and sirens 
on emergency and law enforcement vehicles-Driver's 
duty to yield and stop. (1) Every authorized emergency 
vehicle shall, in addition to any other equipment and 
distinctive marking required by this chapter, be equipped 
with at least one lamp capable of displaying a red light 
visible from at least five hundred feet in normal sunlight 
and a siren capable of giving an audible signal. 

(2) Every school bus and private carrier bus shall, in 
addition to any other equipment and distinctive mar
kings required by this chapter, be equipped with a 
,.stop" signal upon a background not less than fourteen 
by eighteen inches displaying the word "stop" in letters 
of distinctly contrasting colors not less than eight inches 
high, and shall further be equipped with signal lamps 
mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as prac
ticable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front 
two alternately flashing red lights located at the same 
level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights 
located at the same level and these lights shall have suf
ficient intensity to be visible at five hundred feet in nor
mal sunlight. 

(3) Vehicles operated by public agencies whose law 
enforcement duties include the authority to stop and de
tain motor vehicles on the public highways of the state 
may be equipped with a siren and lights of a color and 
type designated by the commission on equipment for 
that purpose. The commission may prohibit the use of 
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these sirens and lights on vehicles other than the vehicles 
described in this subsection. · 

(4) The lights described in this section shall not be 
mounted nor used on any vehicle other than a school 
bus, a private carrier bus, or an authorized emergency or 
law enforcement vehicle. 

(5) The use of the signal equipment described herein 
shall impose upon drivers of other vehicles the obligation 
to yield right of way and stop as prescribed in RCW 
46.61.210, 46.61.370, and 46.61.350. [1982 c 101 § l; 
I 971 ex.s. c 92 § l; I 970 ex.s. c l 00 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 53; 1963 c 154 § 14; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.190. Prior: 
1957 C 66 § l; 1955 C 269 § 19.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JT/R 6.2. 

·--

46.37.196 Red lights on emergency tow trucks. All 
emergency tow trucks shall be identified by an intermit
tent or revolving red iight capable of 360° visibility at a 
distance of five hundred feet under normal atmospheric 
conditions. This intermittent or revolving red light shall 
be used only at the scene of an emergency or accident. 
and it will be unlawful to use such light while traveling 
to or from an emergency or accident, or for any other 
purposes. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 16.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.200 Stop lamps and electric turn signals. (I) 
Any vehicle may be equipped and when required under 
this chapter shall be equipped with a stop lamp or lamps 
on the rear of the vehicle which shall display a red or 
amber light, or any shade of color between red and am
ber, visible from a distance of not less than one hundred 
feet and on any vehicle manufactured or assembled after 
January 1, 1964, three hundred feet to the rear in nor
mal sunlight, and which shall be actuated upon applica
tion o:· a service brake, and which may but need not be 
:ncorporated with one or more other rear lamps. 

(2) Any vehicle may be equipped and when required 
under RCW 46.37.070(2) shall be equipped with electric 
turn signals which shall indicate an intention to turn by 
flashing lights showing to the front and rear of a vehicle 
or on a combination of vehicles ori the side of the vehicle 
or combination toward which the turn is to be made. 
The lamps showing to the front shall be mounted on the 
same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable 
and, when signaling, shall emit amber light: Provided, 
That on any vehicle manufactured prior to January 1, 
1969, the lamps showing to the front may emit white or· 
amber light, or any shade of light between white and 
amber. The lamp showing to the rear shall be mounted 
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on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as prac
ticable, and, when signaling, shall emit a red or amber 
light, or any shade of color between red and amber. 
Turn signal lamps shall be visible from a distance of not 
less than five hundred feet to the front and rear in nor
mal sunlight. Turn signal lamps may, but need not be, 
incorporated in other lamps on the vehicle. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 17; 1963 c 154 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.200. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 20; prior: I 953 c 248 § 2, part; 1947 c 267 
§ 4, part; 1937 c I 89 § 23, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6360-23, part; RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c 178 § 1, 
part; 1927 c 309 § 15, part; RRS § 6362-15.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.210 Additional lighting equipment. (l) Any 
motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than two 
side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or 
white light without glare. 

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more 
than one running-board courtesy lamp on each side, 
thereof which shall emit a white or amber light without 
glare. 

(3) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with one or 
more back-up lamps either separately or in combination 
with other lamps, but any such back-up lamp or lamps 
shall not be lighted when the motor vehicle is in forward 
motion. 

(4) Any vehicle may be equipped with one or more 
side marker lamps, and any such lamp may be flashed in 
conjunction with turn or vehicular hazard warning sig
nals. Side marker lamps located toward the front of a 
vehicle shall be amber, and side marker lamps located 
toward the rear shall be red. 

(5) Any vehicle eighty inches or more in over-all 
width, if not otherwise required by RCW 46.37.090, 
may be equipped with not more than three identification 
lamps showing to the front which shall emit an amber 
light without glare and not more than three identifica
tion lamps showing to the rear which shall emit a red 
light without glare. Such lamps shall be· mounted as 
specified in RCW 46.37.090(6) [(7)]. 

(6) (a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, truck 
tractor, and pole trailer used in the state of Washington 
may be equipped with an auxiliary lighting system con
sisting of: 

(i) One green light to be activated when the accelera
tor of the motor vehicle is depressed; 

(ii) Not more than two amber lights to be activated 
when the motor vehicle is moving forward, or standing 
and idling, but is not under the power of the engine. 

(b) Such auxiliary system shall not interfere with the 
operation of vehicle stop lamps or turn signals, as re
quired by RCW 46.37.070. Such system, however, may 
operate in conjunction with such stop lamps or turn 
signals. 

(c) Only one color of the system may be illuminated 
at any one time, and at all times either the green light, 
or amber light or lights shall be illuminated when the 
stop lamps of the vehicle are not illuminated. 
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(d) The green light,· and the amber light or lights, 
when illuminated shall be plainly visible at a distance of 
one thousand feet to the rear. 

(e) Only one such system may be mounted on a motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, truck tractor, or pole trailer; 
and such system shall be rear mounted in a horizontal 
fashion, at a height of not more than seventy-two inches, 
nor less than twenty inches, as provided by RCW 
46.37.050. 

(f)On a combination of vehicles, only the lights of the 
rearmost vehicle need actually be seen and distinguished 
as provided in subparagraph (d) of this subsection. 

(g) Each manufacturer's model of such a system as 
described in this subsection shall be approved by the 
commission on equipment as provided for in RCW 46-
.37 .005 and 46.37.320, before it may be sold or offered 
for sale in the state of Washington. [ I 977 ex.s. c 355 § 
18; 1975 1st ex.s. c 242 § l; 1963 c 154 § 16; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.37.210. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 21; prior: 1937 c 189 § 
24; RRS § 6360-24; RCW 46.40.100.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.215 Hazard warning lamps. (I) Any vehicle 
may be equipped with lamps for the purpose of warning 
other operators of other vehicles of the presence of a ve
hicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual 
care in approaching, overtaking, or passing. 

(2) After June 1, 1978, every motor home, bus, truck, · 
truck tractor, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer eighty 
inches or more in overall width or thirty feet or more in 
overall length shall be equipped with lamps meeting the 
requirements of this section. 

(3) Vehicular hazard warning signal lamps used to 
display such warning to the front shall be mounted at 
the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practi
cable, and shall display simultaneously flashing amber 
light: Provided, That on any vehicle manufactured prior 
to January 1, 1969, the lamps showing to the front may 
display simultaneously flashing white or amber lights, or 
any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps 
used to display such warning to the rear shall be 
mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally 
as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing 
amber. or red lights, or any shade of color between am
ber and red. These warning lights shall be visible from a 
distance of not less than five hundred feet in normal 
sunlight. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 19.] 

Severability-1977 ex:s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.')10. 

46.37.2::0 Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Except as hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the 
auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary passing lamp or 
combination thereof on motor vehicles shall be so ar
ranged that the driver may select at will between distri
butions of light projected to different elevations, and 
such lamps may be so arranged that such selection can 
be made automatically subject· to the following 
limitations: 
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( 1) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, 
or composite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of four hundred 
fifty feet ahead for all conditions of loading; 

(2) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or 
composite beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity to 
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of one hundred 
fifty feet ahead; and on a straight level road under any 
conditions of loading none of the high intensity portion 
of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an 
approaching driver; 

(3) Every new motor vehicle registered in this state 
after January I, 1948, which has multiple-beam road
lighting equipment shall be equipped with a beam indi
cator, which shall be lighted whenever the uppermost 
distribution of light from the head lamps is in use, and 
shall not otherwise be lighted. Said indicator shall be so 
designed and located that when lighted it will be readily 
visible without glare to the driver of the vehicle so 
equipped. (1977 ex.s. c 355 § 20; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.220. 
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 22; prior: 1947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, part; RCW 46.40.140, part: 
1933 c 156 § 3, part; I 929 c 178 § 5, part; I 927 c 309 § 
22, part; RRS § 6362-22, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.230 Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equip
ment. ( 1) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on 
a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto during the times 
specified in RCW 46.37.020, the driver shall use a dis
tribution of light, or composite beam, directed high 
enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 
vehicles at a safe · distance in advance of the vehicle, 
subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(2) Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an on
coming vehicle within five hundred feet, such driver 
shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, so 
aimed that the glaring rays ar_e not projected into the 
eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution 
of light, or composite beam, specified in RCW 
46.37.220(2) shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times, 
regardless of road contour and loading. 

(3) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an
other vehicle from the rear within three hundred feet 
such driver shall use a distribution of light permissible 
under this chapter other than the uppermost distribution 
of light specified in RCW 46.37 .220(1 ). [ I 963 c 154 § 
17; 196 I c 12 § 46.37 .230. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 23; prior: 
1947 c 267 § 5, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, 
part; RCW 46.40.140, part; 1933 c 156 § 3, part; 1929 c 
178 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 6362-22, 
part.] 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.240 Single-beam road-lighting equipment. 
Head lamp systems which provide only a single distribu
tion of light shall be permitted on all farm tractors re
gardless of date of manufacture, and on all other motor 
vehicles manufactured and sold prior to one year after 
March 18, 1955, in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting 
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equipment herein specified if the single distribution of 
light complies with the following requirements and 
limitations: 

( 1) The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the 
vehicle is not loaded none of the high intensity portion of 
the light shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead 
project higher than a level of five inches below the level 
of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no 
case higher than forty-two inches above the level on 
which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy-five 
feet ahead; 

(2) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons 
and vehicles at a distance of at least two hundred feet. 
[1977 ex.s. c 355 § 21; 1963 c 154 § 18; 1961 c 12 § 
46.37 .240. Prior: ! 955 c 269 § 24; prior: 1947 c 267 § 5, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-25a, part; RCW 46.40-
.140, part; I 933 c I 56 § 3, part; 1929 c 178 § 5, part; 
1927 c 309 § 22, part; RRS § 6362-22, part.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c · 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.260 Alternate road lighting equipment. Any 
motor vehicle may be operated under the conditions 
specified in RCW 46.37.020 when equipped with two 
lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of revealing 
persons and objects one hundred feet ahead in lieu of 
lamps required in RCW 46.37.220 or 46.37.240: Pro
vided, however, That at no time shall it be operated at a 
speed in excess of twenty miles per hour. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 22; I 961 c 12 § 46.37 .260. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 26; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 27; RRS § 6360-27; RCW 
46.40.150.] 

Severabillty-1977 ex.s, c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.270 Number of !amps required--Number of 
additional lamps permitted. (I) At all times specified in 
RCW 46.37 .020, at least two lighted lamps shall be dis
played, one on each side at the front of every motor ve
hicle, except when such vehicle is parked subject to the 
regulations governing lights on parked vehicles. 

(2) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head 
lamps as herein required is also equipped with any aux
iliary lamps or a spot lamp or any oth<!r lamp on the 
front thereof projecting a beam of intensity greater than 
three hundred candlepower, not more than a total of two 
of any ,uch additional lamps on the front of a vehicle 
shall be lighted at any one time when upon· a highway. 
[ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 23; 'l 961 c 12 § 4-6.37 .270. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 27; prior: 1937 c 189 § 28; RRS § 
6360-28: RC\': 46.40.160; 1929 c 178 § 2; 1927 c 309 § 
19; 192: c 96 § 22, part; 1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 
155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS § 6362-19.} 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.280 '-:pecial restrictions on lamps. ( 1) During 
the times spedied in RCW 46.37.020, any lighted lamp 
or illuminating device upon a motor veh:ck . her than 
head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn 
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signals, emergency vehide warning lamps, warning 
lamps authorized by the state commission on equipment 
and school bus warning lamps, which projects a beam of 
light of an intensity greater than three hundred candle
power shall be so directed that no part of the high in
tensity portion of the beam will strike the level of the 
roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 
more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle. 

(2) Except as required in RCW 46.37. 190 no person 
shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any 
highway with any lamp or device thereon displaying a 
red light visible from directly in front of the center 
thereof. 

(3) Flashing lights are prohibited except as required 
in RCW 46.37.190, 46.37.200,· 46.37.210, 46.37.215, 
and 46.37.300, and warning lamps authorized by the 
state commission on equipment. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 24; 
1963 c 154 § 19; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.280. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 28; prior: 1949 c 157 § 2; 1947 c 267 § 6; 1947 c 
200 § 2; 1937 c 189 § 29; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-29; 
RCW 46.40.170; 1927 c 309 § 33; RRS § 6362-33.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.!110. 

46.37.290 Special lighting equipment on school buses 
and private carrier buses. The state commission on 
equipment is authorized to adopt standards and specifi
cations applicable to lighting equipment on and special 
warning devices to be carried by school buses and pri
vate carr-ier buses consistent with the provisions of this 
chapter, but supplemental thereto. Such standards and 
specifications shall correlate with and, so far as possible, 
conform to the specifications then current as approved 
by the society of automotive engineers. [ 1977 c 45 § l; 
1970 ex.s. c 100 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.290. Prior: 1955 
c 269 § 29; prior: 1937 c 189 § 25, part; RRS § 
6360-25, part; RCW 46.40.130, part; 1929 c 178 § 3, 
part; 1927 c 309 § 20, part; RRS § 6362-20, part.] 

46.37.300 Standards for lights on snow-removal or 
highway maintenance and service equipment. (I) The 
state commission on equipment shall adopt standards 
and specifications applicable to head lamps, clearance 
lamps, identification and other lamps on snow-removal 
and other highway maintenance and service equipment 
when operated on the highways of this state in lieu of 
the lamps otherwise required on motor vehicles by this 
chapter. Such standards and specifications may permit 
the use of flashing lights for purposes of identification on 
snow-removal and o.ther highway maintenance and serv
ice equipment when in service upon the highways. The. 
standards and specifications for lamps referred to in this 
section shall correlate with and, so far as possible, con
form with those approved by the American association 
of state highway officials. 

(2) It shall b:.: unlawful to operate any snow-removal 
and. other highway maintenance and service equipment 
on any highway unless the lamps thereon comply with 
and are lighted when and as required by the standards 
and specifications adopted as provided in this section. 
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[1963 c 154 § 20; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.300. 0 rior: 1955 c 
269 § 30.] 

Effectivedate--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.310 Selling or using lamps or equipment. (I) 
On and after January I, 1938, no person shall have for 
sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon or as a part of the 
equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or 
use upon any such vehicle any head lamp, auxiliary, or 
fog lamp, rear lamp, signal lamp or reflector, which re
flector is required hereunder, or parts of any of the 
foregoing which tend to change the original design or 
performance, unless of a type which has been submitted 
to the state commission on equipment and approved by 
it. 

(2) No person shall have for -sale, sell or off er for sale 
for use upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor 
vehicle, trailer or semitrailer any lamp or device men
tioned in this section which has been approved by the 
state commission on equipment unless such lamp or de
vice bears thereon the trademark or name under which it 
is approved so as to be legible when installed. 

(3) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, 
trailer or semitrailer any lamps mentioned in this section 
unless said lamps are mounted, adjusted and aimed in 
accordance with instructions of the state commission on 
equipment. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.310. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 
31; prior: 1937 c 189 § 30; RRS § 6360-30; RCW 46-
.40.180; 1929 c 178 § 12; 1927 c 309 § 35; RRS § 
6362-35.] 

, --]M•JIIIID ___ _ 
- (I 983 Ed.) 

&P2(¢•~ 

• 46.37.330 

[Title 46 RCW-p 107) 



• • • 46.37.330 Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles 

46.37,340 Braking equipment r_equired. Every motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and any 
combination of such vehicle operating upon a highway 
within this state shall be equipped with brakes in com
pliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

(1) Service brakes--adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles, except special mobile 
equipment as defined in RCW 46.04.552, shall be 
equipped with service brakes complying with the per
formance l'equirements of RCW 46.37.351 and adequate 
to control the movement of and to stop and hold such 
vehicle under all conditions of loading, and on any grade 
incident to its operation. 

(2) Parking brakes--adequacy. Every such vehicle 
and combination of vehicles shall be equipped with 
parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any 
grade on which it is operated, under all conditions of 
loading, on a surface free from snow, ice, or loose "mate
rial. The parking brakes shall be capable of being ap• 
plied in conformance with the foregoing requirements by 
the driver's muscular effort or by spring action or by 
equivalent means. Their operation may be assisted by 
the service brakes or other source of power provided that 
failure of the service brake actuation system or other 
power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking 
brakes from being applied in conformance with the fore
going requirements. The parking brakes shall be so de
signed that when once applied they shall remain applied 
with the required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any 
source of energy or leakage of any kind. The same brake 
drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies, brake shoe 
anchors, .and mechanical brake shoe actuation mecha
nism normally associated with the wheel brake assem
blies may be used for b~th the service brakes and the 
'.larking brakes. If the means of applying the parking 
orakes and the service brakes are connected in any way, 
they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part 
shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes. 

(3) Brakes on all wheels. Every vehicle shall be 
equipped with brakes acting on all wheels except: 

(a) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers of a gross 
weight not exceeding three thousand pounds, provided 
that: 

(i) The total weight on and including the wheels of 
the trailer or trailers shall not · exceed forty percent of 
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the gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected to 
the trailer or trailers; and 

(ii) The combination of vehicles consisting of the tow
ing vehicle and its total towed load, is capable of com
plying with the performance requirements of RCW 
46.37.351; 

(b) Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers manufac
tured and assembled prior to July 1, 1965, shall not be 
required to be equipped with brake,s when the total 
weight on and including the wheels of the trailer. or 
trailers does not exceed two thousand pounds; 

(c) Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or towaway 
operations, provided the combination of vehicles is capa
ble of complying with the performance requirements of 
RCW 46.37.351; 

(d) Trucks and truck tractors having three or more 
axles need not have brakes on the front wheels, except 
that when such vehicles are equipped with at least two 
steerable axles, the wheels of one steerable axle need not 
have brakes. However, such trucks and truck tractors 
must be capable of complying with the performance re
quirements of RCW 46.37.351; 

(e) Special mobile equipment as defined in RCW 46-
.04.552 and all vehicles designed primarily for off
highway use with braking systems which work within the 
power train rather than directly at each wheel; 

(f) Vehicles manufactured prior to January 1, 1930, 
may have brakes operating on only two wheels. 

(g) For a forklift manufactured after January 1, 1970, 
and being towed, wheels need not have brakes except for 
those on the rearmost axle so long as such brakes, to
gether with the brakes on the towing vehicle, shall be 
adequate to stop the combination within the stopping 
distance requirements of RCW 46.37.351. 

(4) Automatic trailer brake application upon breaka
way. Every trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer equipped 
with air or vacuum actuated brakes and every trailer, 
semitrailer, and pole trailer with a gross weight in excess 
of three thousand pounds, manufactured or assembled 
after January l, 1964, shall be equipped with brakes 
acting on all wheels and of such character as to be ap
plied automatically and promptly, and remain applied 
for at least fifteen minutes, upon breakaway from the 
towing vehicle. 

(5) Tractor brakes protected. Every motor vehicle 
manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1964, and 
used to tow a trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer equipped 
with brakes, shall be equipped with means for providing 

· that in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the tow
ing vehicle will be capable of being stopped by the use of 
its service brakes. 

(6) Trailer air reservoirs safeguarded. Air brake sys
tems installed on trailers manufactured or assembled af
ter January 1, 1964, shall be so designed that the supply 
reservoir used to provide air for the brakes shall be safe
guarded· against backflow of air from the reservoir 
through the supply line. 

(7) Two means of emergency brake operation. 
(a) Air brnkes. After January l, 1964, every towing 

vehicl_e, when used to tow another vehicle equipped with 
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air controlled brakes, in other than driveaway or tow
away operations, shall be equipped with two means for 
emergency application of the trailer brakes. One of these 
means shall apply the brakes automatically in the event 
of a reduction of the towing vehicle air supply to a fixed 
pressure which shall be not lower than twenty pounds 
per square inch nor higher than forty-five pounds per 
square inch. The other means shall be a manually con
trolled device for applying and releasing the brakes, 
readily operable by a person seated in the driving seat, 
and its emergency position or method of operation shall 
be clearly indicated. In no instance may the manual 
means be so arranged as to permit its use to ·prevent op
eration of the automatic means. The automatic and the 
manual means required by this section may be, but arc 
not required to be, separate. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January 1;· 1964, every 
towing vehicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with 
vacuum brakes, in operations other than drivcaway or 
towaway operations, shall have, in addition to the single 
control device required by subsection (8) of this. section, 
a second control device which can be used to operate the 
brakes on towed vehicles in emergencies. The second 
control shall be independent of brake air, hydraulic, and 
other pressure, and independent of other controls, unless 
the braking system be so arranged that failure of the 
pressure upon which the second control depends will 
cause the towed vehicle brakes to be applied automati
cally. The second control is not required to provide 
modulated braking. 

(8) Single control to operate all brakes. After January 
1, 1964, every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and 
pole trailer, and every combination of such vehicles, 
equipped with brake's shall have the braking system so 
arranged that one control device can be used to operate 
all service brakes. This requirement does not prohibit 
vehicles from being equipped with an additional control 
device to be used to operate brakes on the towed vehi
cles. This regulation does not apply to driveaway or 
towaway operations unless the brakes on the individual 
vehicles are designed to be operated by a single control 
in the towing vehicle. 

(9) Reservoir capacity and check valve. 
(a) Air brakes .. Every bus, truck, or truck tractor with 

air operated brakes shall be equipped with at least one 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, when fully charged to 
the maximum pressure as regulated by the air compres
sor governor cut--out setting, a full service brake appli
cation may be mad·e without lowering such reservoir 
pressure by more than t\1/enty percent. Each reservoir 
shall be provided with means for readily draining accu
mulated oil or water. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January 1, 1964, every 
truck with three or more axles equipped with vacuum 
assistor type brakes and ev~~ry truck tractor and truck 
used for towing a vehicle equipped with vacuum brakes 
•:hall be equipped with a reserve capacity or a vacuum 
reservoir sufficient to insure that, with the reserve ca
pacity or reservoir fully charged and with the engine 
stopped, a full service brake application may be made 
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withou,t depleting the vacuum supply by more than forty 
percent. · 

(c) Reservoir safeguarded. All motor vehicles, trailers, 
semitrailers, and pole trailers, when equipped with air or 
vacuum reservoirs or reserve capacity as required by this 
section, shall have such reservoirs or reserve capacity so 
safeguarded by a check valve or equivalent device that in 
the event of failure or leakage in its connection to the 
source of compressed air or vacuum, the stored air or 
vacuum shall not be depleted by the leak or failure. 

(l 0) Warning devices. 
(a) Air brakes. Every bus, truck, or truck tractor us

ing compressed air for the operation of its own brakes or 
the brakes on any towed vehicle, shall be provided with a 
warning signal, other than a pressure gauge, readily au
dible or visible to the driver, which will operate at any 
time the air reservoir pressure of the vehicle is below 
fifty percent of the air compressor governor cut--out 
pressure. In addition, each such vehicle shall be 
equipped with a pressure gauge visible to the driver, 
which indicates in pounds per square inch the pressure 
available for braking. 

(b) Vacuum brakes. After January 1, 1964, every 
truck tractor and truck used for towing a vehicle 
equipped with vacuum operated brakes and every truck 
with three or more axles using vacuum in the operation 
of its brakes, except those in driveaway or towaway op
erations, shall be equipped with a warning signal, other 

. than a gauge indicating vacuum, readily audible or visi
ble to the driver, which will operate at any time the vac
uum in the vehicle's supply reservoir or reserve capacity 
is less than eight inches of mercury. 

(c) Combination of warning devices. When a vehicle 
required to be equipped with a warning device is 
equipped with both air and vacuum power for the oper
ation of its own brakes or the brakes on a towed vehicle, 
the warning devices may be, but are not required to be, 
combined into a single device which will serve both pur
poses. A gauge or gauges indicating pressure or vacuum 
shall not be deemed to be an adequate means of satisfy
ing this requirement. [ 1979 c 11 § 1. Prior: 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 27; 1977 ex.s. c 148 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 170 § 49; 
1963 c 154 § 21; 1961 c 12 § 46:37.340; prior: 1955 c 
26~ § 34; prior: 1937 c 189 § 34, part; RRS § 6360-34, 
part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1929 c 180 § 6; 
1927 C 309 § 16; 1923 C 181 § 5; 1921 C 96 § 23; 1915 C 

142 § 22; RRS § 6362-16.] 

0 Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.351 Performance ability of brakes. Every mo
tor vehicle and combination of vehicles, at all times and 
under all conditions of loading, upon application of the 
service brakes, shall be capable of: 

( l) Developing a braking force that is not less than 
the percentage of its gross weight tabulated herein for its 
classification, 

(2') Decelerating to a stop from not more than twenty 
miles per hour at not less than the feet per second per 
second tabulated herein for its classification, and 
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(3) Stopping from a speed of twenty miles per hour in 
not more than the distance tabulated herein for its 
classification, such distance to be measured from the 
point at which movement of the service brake pedal or 
control begins. 

Tests for deceleration and stopping distance shall be 
made on a substantially level (not to exceed plus or mi
nus one percent grade), dry, smooth, hard surface that is 
free from loose material. 

Classification 
of Vehicles 

Braking 
·force 
as a 

percent
age of gross . 

vehicle or 
combination 

weight 

A Passenger vehicles with 
a seating capacity of 
10 people or less in
cluding driver, not 
having a manufactur
er's gross vehicle 
weight rating ....... 52.8% 

B-1 All motorcycles and 
motor-driven cycles .. 43.5% 

B-2 Single unit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross vehicle weight 
rating of 10,000 
pounds or less ....... 43.5% 

C-1 Single u:-iit vehicles 
with a manufacturer's 
gross weight rating of 
more than 10,000 
pounds ............. 43.5% 

C-2 Combinations of a 
two-axle towing vehi
cle and a trailer with a 
gross trailer weight of 
3,000 pounds or less .. 43.5% 

C-3 Buses, regardless of the 
number of axles, not 
having a manufactur
er's gross weight rat-
ing ................ 43.5% 

C-4 All combinations of 
vehicles in driveaway
towaway operations ... 43.5% 

D All other vehicles and 
combinations of vehi-
cles ............... 43.5% 

[ 1963 C 154 § 22.] 

Deceler
ation in 
feet per 
second 

per 
second 

17 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 · 

14 

14 

Brake 
system 

application 
and 

braking 
distance 
in feet 

from an 
initial 

speed of 
20 m.p.h. 

25 

30 

30 

40 

40 

40 

40 

50 

Effective date---1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.360 Maintenance of brakes--Brake system 
failure indicator. (1) All brakes shall be maintained in 
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good working order and shall be so adjusted as to oper
ate as equally as practicable with respect to the front 
and back wheels and to wheels on opposite sides of the 
vehicle. · 

(2) All passenger cars manufactured on or after Jan
uary 1, 1968, and other types of vehicles manufactured 
on or after September l, 1975, shall be equipped with 
brake system failure indicator lamps which shall be 
maintained in good working order. The brake system 
shall demonstrate good working order and integrity by 
the application of a force of one. hundred twenty-five 
pounds to the brake pedal for ten seconds without the 
occurrence of any of the following: 

(i) Illumination of the brake system failure indicator 
lamp; 

(ii) A decrease of more than eighty percent of service 
brake pedal height as measured from its free position to 
the floorboard or any other object which restricts service 
brake pedal travel; 

(iii) Failure of any hydraulic line or other part. 
(3) Brake hoses shall not be mounted so as to contact 

the vehicle body or chassis. In addition, brake hoses shall 
not be cracked, chafed, flattened, abraded, or visibly 
leaking. Protection devices such as "rub rings" shall not 
be considered part of the hose or tubing. · 

(4) Disc and drum condition. If the drum is embossed 
with a maximum safe diameter dimension or the rotor is 
embossed with a minimum safety thickness dimension, 
the drum or disc shall be within the appropriate specifi
cations. These dimensions will be found on motor vehi
cles man.ufactured since January 1, 1971, and may be 
found on vehicles manufactured for several years prior 
to that time. If the drums and discs are not embossed, 
the drums and discs shall be within the manufacturer's 
specifications. 

(5) Friction materials. On each brake the thickness of 
the lining or pad shall not be less than one thirty-second 
of an inch over the rivet heads, or the brake shoe on 
bonded linings or pads. Brake linings and pads shall not 
have cracks or breaks that extend to rivet holes except 
minor cracks that do not impair attachment. Drum 
brake linings shall be securely attached to brake shoes. 
Disc brake pads shall be securely attached to shoe 
pla1es. 

(6) Backing plates and caliper assemblies shall not be 
deformed or cracked. System parts shall not be broken, 
misaligned, missing, binding, or show evidence of severe 
wear. Automatic adjusters and other parts shall be as
sembled and installed correctly. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 28; 
1961 c 12 § 46.37.360. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 36; prior: 
1951 c 56 '§ 2, patt; 1937 c 189 § 34, part; RRS § 
6360-34, part; RCW 46.36.020, 46.36.030, part; 1929 c 
180 § 6; 1927 C 309 § 16; 1923 C 181 § 5; 1921 C 96 § 
23; 1915 c 142 § 22; RRS § 6362-16.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 3SS: See note following RCW 
46.37.010 .. 

46.37 .365 Hydraulic brake fluid-. -Defined-
Standards and specifications. (I) The term "hydraulic 
brake fluid" as used in this section shall mean the liquid 
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medium through which force is transmitted to the brakes 
in the hydraulic brake system of a vehicle. 

(2) Hydraulic brake fluid shall be distributed and 
serviced with due regard for the safety of the occupants 
of the vehicle and the public. 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall, in com
pliance with the provisions of chapter 34.04 RCW, the 
administrative procedure act, which govern the adoption 
of rules, adopt and enforce regulations for the adminis
tration of this section and shall adopt and publish stand
ards and specifications for hydraulic brake fluid which 
shall correlate with, and so far as practicable conform 
to, the then current standards and specifications of the 
society of automotive engineers applicable to such fluid. 

(4) No person shall distribute, have for sale, offer for 
sale, or sell any hydraulic brake fluid unless it complies 
with the requirements of this section and the standard 
specifications adopted by the state commission on equip
ment. No person shall. service any vehicle with brake 
fluid unless it complies with the requirements of this 
section and the standards and specifications adopted by 
the state commission on equipment. 

(5) Subsections (3) and (4) of this section shall not 
apply to petroleum base fluids in vehicles with brake 
systems designed to use them. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 29; 
1963 C 154 § 24.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date-1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 

46.37.369 Wheels and front suspension. (1) No vehi
cle shall be equipped with wheel nuts, hub caps, or wheel 
discs extending outside the body of the vehicle when 
viewed from directly above which: 

(a) Incorporate winged projections; or 
(b) Constitute a hazard to pedestrians and cyclists. 

For the purposes of this section, a wheel nut is defined 
as an exposed nut which is mounted at the center or hub 
of a wheel, and is not one of th.e ordinary hexagonal nuts 
which secure a wheel to an axle and are normally cov
ered by a hub cap or wheel disc. 

(2) Tire rims and wheel discs shall have no visible 
cracks, elongated bolt holes, or indications of repair by 
welding. In addition, the lateral and radial runout of 
each rim bead area shall not exceed one-eighth of. an 
inch of total indicated runout. 

(3) King pins or ball joints shall not J?e worn to the 
extent that front wheels tip in or out more than one
quarter of an inch at the lower edge of the tire. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 30.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.375 Steering and suspension systems. (1) Con
struction of steering control system. The steering control 
system shall be constructed anc. maintained so that no 
components or attachments, including horn activating 
mechanism and trim hardware, can catch the driver's 
clothing or jewelry during normal driving maneuvers. 
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(2) Maintenance of steering control system. System 
play, lash, or free play in the steering system shall not 
exceed the values tabulated herein. 

Steering wheel diameter 
(inches) 

Lash 
(inches) 

16 or less ..................................... 2 
18 ....................................... 2-1/4 
20 ....................................... 2-1/2 
22 ....................................... 2-3/4 

(3) Linkage play. Free play in the steering linkage 
shail not exceed one-quarter of an inch. 

(4) Other components of the steering system such as 
the power steering belt, tie rods, or idler arms or Pitman 
arms shall not be broken, worn out, or show signs of 
breakage. 

(5) Suspension condition. Ball joint seals shall not be 
cut or cracked. Structural parts shall not be bent or 
damaged. Stabilizer bars shall be connected. Springs 
shall not be broken, or extended by spacers. Shock ab
sorber mountings, shackles, and U-bolts shall be 
securely attached. Rubber bushings shall not be cracked, 
or extruded out or missing from suspension joints. Ra
dius rods shall not be missing or damaged. 

(6) Shock absorber system. Shock absorbers shall not 
be loose from mountings, leak, or be inoperative. 

(7) Alignment. Toe-in and toe-out measurements 
shall not be greater than one and one-half times the 
value listed in the vehicle manufacturer's service specifi
cation for alignment setting. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 31.] 

Severability-1977 ex,s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.380 Horns, warning devices, and theft alarms. 
(1) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway 
shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and 
capable of emitting sound audible under normal condi
tions from a distance of not less than two hundred feet, 
but no horn or other warning device shall emit an un
reasonably loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver 
of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to 
insure safe operation give audible warning with his horn 
but shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a 
highway. 
- (2) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any 
person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or bell, ex
cept as otherwise permitted in this section. 

(3) It is permissible for any vehicle to be equipped 
with a theft alarm signal device so long as it is so ar
ranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordi
nary warning .;ignal. Such a theft alarm signal device 
may use a whistle, bell, horn, or other audible signal but 
shall not use a siren. 

(4) Any authorized emergency vehicle may be 
equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell, capable of emit
ting sound audible under normal conditions from a dis
tance· of not less than five hundred feet and of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment, but 
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is 
operated in response to an emergency call or in the im
mediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the 
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law, in which said latter events the driver of such vehicle 
shall sound said siren when reasonably necessary to warn 
pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof. 
(1977 ex.s. c 355 § 32; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.380. Prior: 
1955 c 269 § 38; prior: 1937 c 189 § 35; RRS § 
6360----35; RCW 46.36.040.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c JSS: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.390 Mufflers, prevention of noise--Smoke 
and air contaminants-Standards--Definitions. ( l) 
Every motor vehicle shall _at all times be equipped with a 
muffler in good working order and in constant operation 
to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person 
shall use a muffler cut-out, bypass, or similar device 
upon a motor vehicle on a highway. · . 

(2) (a) No motor vehicle first sold and registered as a 
new motor vehicle on or after January 1, 1971, shall 
discharge into the atmosphere at elevations of less than 
three thousand feet any air contaminant for a period of 
more than ten seconds which is: 

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. l on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de
scribed in subsection (a)(i) above. 

(b) No motor vehicle first sold and registered prior to 
January 1, 1971, shall discharge into the atmosphere at 
elevations of less than three thousand feet any air con
taminant for a period of more than ten seconds which is: 

(i) As dark as or darker than the shade designated as 
No. 2 on the Ringelmann chart, as published by the 
United States bureau of mines; or 

(ii) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer's view 
to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke de
scribed in subsection (b)(i) above. 

(c) For the purposes of this subsection the following 
definitions shall apply: 

(i) "Opacity" means the degree to which an emission 
reduces the transmission of light and obscures the view 
of an object in the background; 

(ii) "Ringelmann chart" means the Ringelmann 
smoke chart with instructions for use as published by the 
United States bureau of mines in May 1967 and as 
thereafter amended, information circular 7718. 

(3) No person shall modify the exhaust system of a 
motor vehicle in a manner which will amplify or increase 
the noise emitted by the engine of such vehicle above 
that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the 
vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to oper
ate a motor vehicle not equipped as required by :.nis 
subsection, or which has been amplified as prohibited by 
this subsection. [ l 977 ex.s. c 355 § 33; 1972 ex.s. c 135 
§ 1; 1967 c 232 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.390. Prior: 1955 
c 269 § 39; prior: 1937 c 189 § 36; RRS § 6360-36; 
RCW 46.36.050; 1927 c 309 § 17; 1921 c 96 § 21; 1915 
c 142 § 20; RRS § 6362-17.] 

Ru~ of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 112] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c JSS: See note following RCW 
46.37.010 .. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.400 Mirrors. ( l) Every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a mirror mounted on the left side of the 
vehicle and so located to reflect to the driver a view of 
the highway for a distance of at least two hundred feet 
to the rear of such vehicle. 

(2) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with an ad
ditional mirror mounted either inside the vehicle· ap
proximately in the center or outside the vehicle on the 
right side and so located as to reflect to the driver a view 
of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred 
feet to the rear of such vehicle. 

(3) All mirrors required by this section shall be main
tained in good condition. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 34; I 963 c 
154 § 25; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.400. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 40; 
prior: 1937 c 189 § 37; RRS § 6360-37; RCW 
46.36.060.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c JSS: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date--1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-Additional requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.37.539. 

46.37.410 Windshields required, exception--Must 
be unobstructed and equipped with wipers. (I) All motor 
vehicles operated on the public highways of this state 
shall be equipped with a front windshield manufactured 
of safety glazing materials for use in motor vehicles in 
accordance with RCW 46.37.430, except, however, on 
such vehicles not so equipped or where windshields are 
not in use, the operators of such vehicles shall wear 
glasses, goggles, or face shields pursuant to RCW 
46.37.530(1)(b). 

(2) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any 
sign, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the 
front windshield, side wings, or side or rear windows of 
such vehicle which obstructs the driver's clear view of 
the highway or any intersecting highway. 

(3) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a device for cle;ming rain, snow, or other 
moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so 
constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver 
of the vehicle. After January !, 1938, it shall be unlaw
ful for any person to operate a new motor vehicle first 
sold or delivered after that date which is not equipped 
with such device or devices in good working order capa
ble of cleaning the windshield thereof over two separate 
arcs, one each on the left and right side of the wind
shield, each capable of cleaning a surface of not less 
than one hundred twenty square inches, or other device 
or devices capable of accomplishing substantially the 
same result. 

( 4) Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall 
be mai_ntained in good working order. (1977 ex.s. c 355 
§ 35; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.410. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 41; 
pri_or: (i) 1937 c 189 § 38; RRS § 6360-38; RCW 46-
.36.070. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 39; RRS § 6360----39; RCW 
46.36.080.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.420 Restrictions as to tire equipment. (I) Af
ter January 1, 1938, it shall be unlawful to operate a 
vehicle upon the public highways of this state unless it is 
completely equipped with pneumatic rubber tires. 

(2) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall 
have on its periphery any block, flange, cleat or spike or 
any other protuberance of any material other than rub~ 
ber which projects beyond the tread of the traction sur
face of the tire, except that it shall be permissible to use 
farm machinery with tires having protuberances which 
will not injure the highway, and except also that it shall 
be permissible to use tire chains or metal studs imbed
ded within the tire of reasonable proportions and of a 
type approved by the state commission on equipment, 
upon any vehicle when required for safety because of 
snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle 
to skid: Provided, That it shall be unlawful to use metal 
studs. imbedded within the tire between April 1 and 
November 1: Provided further, That the state highway 
commission may, from time to time, determine addi- · 
tional periods in which the use of tires with metal studs 
imbedded therein shall be lawful. 

(3) The state highway commission and local authori
ties in their respective jurisdictions may in their discre
tion issue special permits authorizing the operation upon 
a highway of traction engines or tractors having movable 
tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery 
of such movable tracks or farm tractors or other farm 
machinery, the operation of which upon a highway 
would otherwise be prohibited under this section. 

(4) Tires with metal studs imbedded therein may be 
used between November l and April l upon school buses 
and fire department vehicles, any law or regulation to 
the contrary notwithstanding. [ 1971 ex.s. c 32 § 1; 1969 
ex.s. c 7 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.420. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 
42; prior: (i) 1937 c 189 § 41; RRS § 6360-41; RCW 
46.36.100. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 42; RRS § 6360-42; RCW 
46.36.120; 1929 c 180 § 7; 1927 c 309 § 46; RRS § 

. 6362-46.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.0l.03 I. 
Term "state highway .commission" means department of transporta• 
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Dangerous road conditions requiring special tires, chains, metal studs: 

RCW 47.36.250. 
Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-~Additiom,: requirements and 

limitations: RCW 46.3:.539. 

46.37.425 Authority of state comm1ss1on on equip-
- ment with reference to tires--Rules and regula

tions--Penalty. No person shall drive or move or. 
cause to be driven or moved any vehicle, the tires of 
which have contact with the driving surface of the road, 
subject to registration in this state, upon the public 
highways of this state unless such vehicle is equipped 
with tires in safe operating condition in accordance with 
requirements established by this section or by the state 
commission on equipment. 

The state commission on equipment shall promulgate 
rules and regulations setting forth requirements of safe 
operating condition of tires capable of being employed 
by a law enforcement officer by visual inspection of tires 
mounted on vehicles including visual comparison with 

· simple measuring gauges. These rules shall include ef
fects of tread wear and depth of tread. 

A tire shall be consid-:red unsafe if it has: 

[Title 46 RCW-p I 13) 
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( 1) Any ply or cord exposed either to the naked eye or 

when cuts or abrasions on the tire are probed; or 
(2) Any bump, bulge, or knot, affecting the tire 

structure; or 
(3) Any break repaired with a boot; or 
(4) A tread depth of less than 2/32 of an inch mea

sured in any two major tread grooves at three locations 
equally spaced around the circumference of the tire, or 
for those tires with tread wear indicators, a tire shall be 
considered unsafe if it is worn to the point that the tread 
wear indicators contact the road in any two major tread 
grooves at three locations equally spaced around the cir
cumference of the tire; or 

(5) A legend which indicates the tire is not intended 
for use on public highways such as, "not for highway 
use" or "for racing purposes only"; or 

( 6) Such condition as may be · reasonably demon~ 
strated to render it unsafe; or 

(7) If not matched in tire size designation, construc
tion, and profile to the other tire and/or tires on the 
same axle. 

No person, firm, or corporation shall sell any vehicle 
for use on the public highways of this state unless the 
vehicle is equipped with tires that are in compliance with 
the provisions of this section. If the tires are found to be 
in violation of the provisions of this section, the person, 
firm, or corporation selling the vehicle shall cause such 
tires to be removed from the vehicle and shall equip the 
vehicle with tires that are in compliance with the provi
sions of this section. 

It is a traffic infraction for any person to operate a 
vehicle on the public highways of this state, or to sell a 
vehicle for use on the public highways of this state, 
which is equipped with a tire or tires in violation of the 
provisions of this section or the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the state commission on equipment 
hereunder: Provided, however, That if the violation re
lates to items (1) to (7) inclusive of this section then the 
condition or defect must be such that it can be detected 
by a visual inspection of tires mounted on vehicles, in
cluding visual comparison with simple measuring 
gauges. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 73; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 37; 
1971 C 77 § 3.) 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.63.010. . 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

Effective date-1971 c 77: "The provisions of R~W 46.37.425 
shall have an effective date of January I, 1972, but the state commis
sion on equipment shall have the authority to proceed with the ;'ro
mulgation of the rules and regulations provided for in RCW 46.37.425 
so \he rules and regulations may have an effective date of January I, 
1972." [1971 C 77 § 4.] 

46.37.430 Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. 
(1) On and after January t, 1938, no person shall sell 
any new motor vehicle as specified herein, nor shall any 
new motor vehicle as specified herein be registered 
thereafter unless such vehicle is equipped with safety 
glazing material of a type approved by the state com
mission on equipment wherever glazing ma'.erial is used 

[Title 46 RCW-p 114) 

in doors, windows and windshields. The foregoing provi
sions shall apply to all passenger-type motor vehicles, 
including passenger buses and school buses, but in re
spect to trucks, including truck tractors, the require
ments as to safety glazing material shall apply to all 
glazing material used in doors, windows and windshields 
in the drivers' compartments of such vehicles except as 
provided by paragraph (4). 

(2) The term "safety glazing materials" means glaz
ing materials so constructed, treated or combined with 
other materials as to reduce substantially, in comparison 
with ordinary sheet glass or plate glass, the likelihood of 
injury to persons by objects from exterior sources or by 
these safety glazing materials when they may be cracked 
or broken. 

(3) The state commission on equipment shall compile 
and publish a list of types of glazing material by name 
approved by ·it as meeting the requirements of this sec-

. tion and the director of licensing shall not register after 
January I, 1938, any motor vehicle which is subject to 
the provisions of this section unless it is equipped with 
an approved type of safety glazing material, and he shall 
thereafter suspend the registration of any motor vehicle 
so subject to this section which he finds is not so 
equipped until it is made to conform to the requirements 
of this section. 

(4) No person shall sell or offer for sale, nor shall any 
person operate a motor vehicle registered in this state 
which is equipped with, any camper manufactured after 
May 23, 1969, unless such camper is equipped with 
safety glazing material of a type approved by the state 
commission on equipment wherever glazing materials 
are used in outside windows and doors. 

(5) No tinting or coloring material of any kind, which 
reduces light transmittance to any degree, shall be ap
plied to the surface of the safety glazing material in a 
motor vehicle in any of the following locations: 

(a) Windshields, 
(b) Windows to the immediate right and left of the 

driver including windwings or, 
(c) Rearmost windows if used for driving visibility by 

means of an interior rear-view mirror. 
~othing in this subsection shall prohibit the use of 

shaded or heat-absorbing safety glazing material in 
which the shading or heat-absorbing characteristics 
have been applied at the time of manufacture of the 
safety glazing material and which meet the standards of 
the state commission on equipment for such safety glaz
ing materials. 

(6) The standards used for approval of safety glazing 
materials by the state commission on equipment shall 
conform as closely as possible to the standards for safety 
glazing materials for motor vehicles promulgated by the 
United States of America Standards Institute in effect 
at the . time of manufa<:' :1re of the safety glazing mate
rial. [1979 c 158 § 157; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 47; 1961 c 12 
§ 46-.37.430. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 43; pr; .. ~: 1947 c 220 § 
l; 1937 c 189 § 40; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-40; RCW 
46.36.090.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.37.440 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other 
warning devices. ( l) No person shall operate any motor 
truck, passenger bus, truck tractor, motor home, or 
travel trailer over eighty inches in overall width upon 
any highway outside the corporate limits of municipali
ties at any time unless there shall be carried in such ve
hicle the following equipment except as provided in 
subsection (2): 

(a) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns 
or three portable red emergency reflectors, each of 
which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at 
a distance of not less than six hundred feet under normal 
atmospheric conditions at nighttime. 

No flare, fusee, electric lantern, or cloth warning flag 
shall be used for the purpose of compliance with the re
quirements of this section unless such equipment is of a 
type which has been submitted to the state commission 
on equipment and approved by it. No portable reflector 
unit shall be used for the purpose of compliance with the 
requirements of this section unless it is so designed and 
constructed as to be capable of reflecting red light 
clearly visible from all distances within six hundred feet 
to one hundred feet under normal atmospheric condi
tions at night when directly in front of lawful upper 
beams of head lamps, and unless it is of a type which 
has been submitted to the state commission on equip
ment and approved by it; 

(b} At least three red-burning fusees unless red elec
tric lanterns or red portable emergency reflectors are 
carried; 

(c) At least two red-cloth flags, not less than twelve 
inches square, with standards to support such flags. 

(2) No person shall operate at the time and under 
conditions stated in subsection ( 1) any motor vehicle 
used for the transportation of explosives, any cargo tank 
truck used for the transportation of flammable liquids or 
compressed gases or liquefied gases, or any motor vehi
cle using compressed gas as a fuel unless there shall be 
carried in such vehicle three red electric lanterns or 
three portable red emergency reflectors meeting the re
quirements of subsection ( 1) of this section, and there 
shall not be carried in any said vehicle any flares, fusees, 
or signal produced by flame. [ 1977 ex.s, c 355 § 38; 
1971 ex.s. c 97 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.440. Prior: 1955 c 
269 § 44; prior: 1947 c 267 § 7, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 
§ 6360-32a, part; RCW 46.40.210, part.] 

Se,erabillty-1977 ex,s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.450 Display of warning devices when vehicle 
disabled. (1) Whenever any· motor true'.<:, passenger bus, 
truck tractor over eighty inches in ovcrail width, trailer, 
semitrailer or pole trailer is disabled upon the traveled 
portion of any highway or the shoulder thereof outside 
of any municipality at any time when lighted lamps are 
required on vehicles the driver of such vehicle shall dis
play the following warning devices upon the highway 
during the time the vehicle is so disabled on the highway 
except as provided in subsection (2): 

(a) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern or a 
portable red emergency reflector shall be immediately 
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placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in the direction of 
the nearest approaching traffic. 

(b) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event 
within the burning period of the fusee (fifteen minutes), 
the driver shall place three liquid-burning flares (pot 
torches), or three lighted red electric lanterns or three 
portable red emergency reflectors on the traveled portion 
of the highway in the following order: 

(i) One, approximately one hundred feet from the 
disabled vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
such vehicle and toward traffic approaching in that lane. 

(ii) One, approximately one hundred feet in the oppo
site direction from the disabled vehicle and in the center 
of the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle. 

(iii) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not 
less than ten feet rearward or forward thereof in the di
rection of the nearest approaching traffic. If a lighted 
red electric lantern or a red portable emergency reflector 
has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in ac
cordance with subdivision (a) of this subsection, it may 
be used for this purpose. 

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is 
disabled within five hundred feet of a curve, hillcrest or 
other obstruction to view, the warning signal in that di
rection shall be so placed as to afford ample warning to 
other users of the highway, but in no case less than five 
hundred feet from the disabled vehicle. 

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon any roadway of a divided high
way during the time that lights are required, the appro
priate warning devices prescribed in subsections (1) and 
(5) of this section shall be placed as follows: 

One at a distance of approximately two hundred feet 
from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 
the stopped vehicle and in the direction of traffic ap
proaching in that lane; one at a distance of approxi
mately one hundred feet from the vehicle, in the center 
of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the direction 
of traffic approaching in that lane; one at the traffic side 
of the vehicle and approximately ten feet from the vehi
cle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. 

(4) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this 
section is disabled upon the traveled portion of a high
way or the shoulder thereof outside of any municipality 
at any time when the display of fusees, flares, red elec
tric lanterns or portable red emergency reflectors is not 
required, the driver of the vehicle shall display two red 
flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupied by 
the disabled vehicle, one at a distance of approximately 
one hundred feet in advance of the vehicle, and one at a 
distance of approximately one hundred feet to the rear 
of the vehicle. 

(5) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the transpor
tation of explosives or any cargo tank truck used for the 
transportation of any flammable liquid or compressed 
flammable gas, or any motor vehicle using compressed 
gas as a fuel, is disabled upon a highway of this state at 
any time or place mentioned in subsection (1) of this 
section, the driver of such vehicle shall immediately dis
play the following warning devices: One red electric lan
tern or portable red emergency reflector placed on the 
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roadway at the traffic side of the vehicle, and two red 
electric lanterns or portable red reflectors, one placed 
approximately one hundred feet to the front and one 
placed approximately one hundred feet to the rear of 
this disabled vehicle in the center of the traffic lane oc
cupied by such vehicle. Flares, fusees or signals pro
duced by flame shall not be used as warning devices for 
disabled vehicles of the type mentioned in this 
paragraph. 

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, portable 
red. emergency reflectors and flags to be displayed as re
quired in this section shall conform with the require
ments of RCW 46.37.440 applicable thereto. [1961 c 12 
§ 46.37 .450. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 45; prior: 194 7 c 267 § 
7, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-32a, part; RCW 46-
.40.210, part.] 

46.37.460 Vehicles transporting explosives. Any per
son operating any vehicle transporting any explosive as a 
cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway shall at all 
times comply with the provisions of this section. 

( 1) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded on each 
side and the .rear with the word "Explosives" in letters 
not less than eight inches high, or there shall be dis
played on the rear of such vehicle a red flag not less 
than twenty-four inches square marked with the word 
"danger" in white letters six inches high. 

(2) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less 
than two fire extinguishers, filled and ready for immedi
ate use, and placed at a convenient point on the vehicle 
so used. [1961 c 12 § 46.37.460. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 46.] 

46.37.465 Fuel system. (1) The fuel system shall be 
manufactured, installed, and maintained with due regard 
for the safety of the occupants of the vehicle and the 
public. Fuel tanks shall be equipped with approved caps. 

(2) There shall be no signs of leakage from the car
buretor or the fuel pump or the fuel hoses in the engine 
compartment or between the fuel tank and the engine 
compartment. 

(3) No person shal! operate any motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of this state unless the fuel tank is 
securely attached and i'lO located that another vehicle 
would not be exposed to direct contact with the fuel tank 
in the event of a rear end collision. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 
39.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.480 Television viewers--Earphones. No per
son shall drive any motor vehicle equipped with any 
television viewer, screen or other means of visually re
ceiving a television broadcast which is located in the 
motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the 
driver's seat, or which is visible to the driver while oper
ating the motor vehicle. 

No person shall operate any motor vehicle on a public 
highway while wearing any headset or earphones con
nected to any electronic device capable of receiving a 
radi.o broadcast or playing a sound recording for the 
purpose of transmitting a sound to the human auditory 
senses and which headset or earphones muffle or exclude 
other sounds~ [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 40; 1961 c 12 § 46.37-
.480. Prior: 1949 c 196 § 11: Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-
98d. Formerly RCW 46.36.150.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.490 Safety load chains and devices required. It 
shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways of this state without having the load thereon 
securely fastened and protected by safety chains or other 
device. The state commission on equipment is hereby 
authorized to adopt and enforce reasonable rules and 
regulations as to what shall constitute adequate and safe 
chains or other devices for the fastening and protection 
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of loads upon vehicles. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.37.490. Prior: 
1937 c 189 § 43; RRS § 6360-43; 1927 c 309 § 18; 
RRS § 6362-18. Formerly RCW 46.36.110.] 

46.37.500 Fenders or splash aprons. No person shall 
operate any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer that is 
not equipped with fenders, covers, flaps, or splash aprons 
adequate for minimizing the spray or splash of water or 
mud from the roadway to the rear of the vehicle. All 
such devices shall be as wide as the tires behind which 
they are mounted and extend downward at least to the 
center of the axle. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 41; 1961 c 12 § 
46.37.500. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 44, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-44, part. Formerly RCW 
46.36.130 (second paragraph).] 

Se.erability-1977 ex.s. c 35~: See note following. RCW 
46.37.010. 

- -··• 

46.37.510 Seat belts and shoulder harnesses. (1) No 
person shall sell any automobile manufactured or as
sembled after January 1, 1964, nor shall any owner 
cause such vehicle to be registered thereafter under the 
provisions of chapter 46.12 RCW unless such motor car 
or automobile is equipped with automobile seat belts in
stalled for use on the front seats thereof which are of a 
type and installed in a manner approved by the state 
commission on equipment. Where registration is for 
transfer from an out of state license, applicant shall be 
informed of this section by issuing agent and have thirty 
days to comply. The state commission on equipment 
shall adopt and enforce standards as to what shall con
stitute adequate and safe seat belts and for the fastening 
and installation thereof, such standards not to be below 
those specified as minimum requirements by the Society 
of Automotive Engineers on June 13, 1963. 

(2) Every. pa,senger car manufactured or assembled 
after January 1, 1965, shall be equipped with at least 
two lap-type safety belt assemblies for use in the front 
seating positions. 

(3) Every passenger car manufactured or assembled 
after \rnuary 1, 1968, shall be equipped with a lap-type 
safety be;( assembiy for each permanent passenger seat
ing position. This requirement shall not apply to police 
vehicles. 

(4) Every passenger car manufactured or assembled 
after January i. 1968, shall be equipped with at least 
two shoulder harness-type safety belt assemblies for use 
in the front seating positions. 
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(5) The commission on equipment shall excuse speci
fied types of motor vehicles or seating positions within 
any motor vehicle from the requirements imposed by 
subsections ( 1 ), (2), and (3) of this section when com
pliance would be impractical. 

(6) No person shall distribute, have for sale, off er for 
sale, or sell any safety belt or shoulder harness for use in 
motor vehicles unless it meets current minimum stand
ards and specifications approved by the commission or 
the United States department of transportation. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 42; 1963 c 117 § I.] 

Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 35S: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.513 Bumpers. When any motor vehicle was 
originally equipped with bumpers or any other collision 
energy absorption or attenuation system, that system 
shall be. maintained in good operational condition, and 
no person shall remove or disconnect, and no owner shall 
cause or knowingly permit the removal or disconnection 
of, any part of that system except temporarily in order 
to make repairs, replacements, or adjustments. [ 1977 
ex.s. c 355 § 43.] 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 3S5: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.517 Body and body hardware. (1) The body, 
fenders, and bumpers shall be maintained without pro
trusions which could be hazardous to pedestrians. In ad
dition, the bumpers shall be so attached and maintained 
so as to not protrude beyond the original bumper line. 

(2) The hood, hood latches, hood fastenings, doors, 
and door latches shall be maintained in a condition suf
ficient to ensure proper working equal to that at the time 
of original vehicle manufacture. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 44.] 

Senrability-1977 ex.s. c 3S5: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46.37.520 Beach vehicles with soft tires-"Dune 
buggies"--lnspection and approval required--Fee. It 
shall be unlawful for any person to lease for hire or per
mit the use of any vehicle with soft tires commonly used 
upon the beach and referred to as a dune buggy unless 

- such vehicle has been inspected by and approved by the 
state commission on equipment, which commission may 
charge a reasonable fee therefor to go into the motor 
vehicle fund. [ 1971 ex.s. c 91 § 4; 1965 ex.s. c 170 § 61.] 

46.37.522 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-
When head lamps and tail lamps to be lighted. Every 
motorcycle and. motor-driven cycle shall have its head 
lamps and tail lamps lighted whenever such vehicle is in 
motion upon a highway. [ 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 45.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.523 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles-
Head lamps. ( 1) Every motorcycle and every motor
driven cycle shall be equipped with at least one lamp 

[Title 46 RCW-p 117) 
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which shall comply with the requirements and limita
tions of this section. 

(2) Every head lamp upon every motorcycle and mo
tor-driven cycle shall be located at a height of not more 
than fifty-four inches nor less than twenty-four inches 
to be measured as set forth in RCW 46.37.030(2). 

(3) Every motorcycle other than a motor-driven cycle 
shall be equipped with multiple-beam road-lighting 
equipment. 

(4) Such equipment shall: 
(a) Reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at 

least three hundred feet ahead when the uppermost dis
tribution of light is selected; 

(b) Reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at 
least one hundred fifty feet ahead when the lowermost 
distribution of light is selected, and on a straight, level 
road under any condition of loading none of the high in
tensity portion of the beam shall be directed to strike the 
eyes of an approaching driver. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 46.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.524 Motor-driven cycles-Head lamps. The 
head lamp or head lamps upon every motor-driven cycle 
may be of the single-beam or multiple-beam type but in 
either event shall comply with the requirements and 
limitations as follows: 

( 1) Every such head lamp or head lamps on a motor
driven cycle shall be of a sufficient intensity to reveal a 
person or a vehicle at a distance of not less than one 
hundred feet when the motor-driven cycle is operated at 
any speed less than twenty-five miles per hour and at a 
distance of not less than two hundred feet when the mo• 
tot-driven cycle is operated at a speed of twenty-five or 
more miles per hour, and at a distance of not less than 
three hundred feet when the motor-driven cycle is oper
ated at a speed of thirty-five or more miles per hour; 

(2) In the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped 
with a multiple-beam head lamp or head lamps the up
per beam shall meet the minimum requirements set 
forth above and shall not exceed the limitations set forth 
in RCW 46.-37 .220( 1 ), and the lowermost beam shall 
meet the requirements applicable to a lowermost distri
bution of light as set forth in RCW 46.37.220; 

(3) In the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped 
with a single-beam lamp or lamps, such lamp or lamps 
shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is loaded none of 
the high-intensity portion of light, at a distaoce of 
twenty-five feet ahead, shall project higher than the 
level of the center of the lamp from which it comes. 
[1977 ex.s. c 355 § 47.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.525 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles
Tail lamps, reflectors, and stop lamps. ( 1) Every mo
torcycle and, motor-driven cycle shall have at least one 
tail lamp which shall be located at a height of not more 
·,.nan seventy-two nor less than fifteen inches. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 118) 

(2) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so 
constructed and placed as to illuminate with a white 
light the rear registration plate and render it clearly leg
ible from a distance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail 
lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate lamp or 
lamps for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall 
be so wired as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or 
auxiliary driving lamps are lighted. 

(3) Every motorcycle and motor-driven cycle shall 
carry on the rear, either as part of the tail lamp or sep
arately, at least one red reflector meeting the require
ments of RCW 46.37.060. 

( 4) Every motorcycle and motor-driven cycle shall be 
equipped with at least one stop lamp meeting the re
quirements of RCW 46.37.070. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 48.] 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 
46.37.010. 

46,37.527 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles
Brake requirements. Every motorcycle and motor-driven 
cycle must comply with the provisions of RCW 46.37-
.351, except that: 

( 1) Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles need not be 
equipped with parking brakes; 

(2) The wheel of a sidecar attached to a motorcycle or 
to a motor-driven cycle, and the front wheel of a motor
driven cycle need not be equipped with brakes, if such 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle is otherwise capable of 
complying with the braking performance requirements 
of RCW 46.37.528 and 46.37.529; 

(3) Motorcycles shall be equipped with brakes operat
ing on bo.th the front and rear wheels unless the vehicle 
was originally manufactured without both front and rear 
brakes: Provided, That a front brake shall not be re
quired on any motorcycle over twenty-five years old 
which was originally manufactured without a front 
brake and which has been restored to its original condi
tion and is being ridden to or from or otherwise in con
junction with an antique or classic motorcycle contest, 
show or other such assemblage: Provided further, That 
no front brake shall be required on any motorcycle 
manufactured prior to January 1, 1931. (1982 c 77 § 6; 
1977 ex.s. c 355 § 49.] · 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1982 c 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.528 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles
Performance ability of brakes. Every motorcycle and 
motor-driven cycle, at all times and under all conditions 
of loading, upon application of the service brake, shall be 
capable of: 

( 1) Developing a braking force that is not less than 
forty-three and one-half percent of its gross weight; 

(2) Decelerating to a stop from not more than twenty 
miles per hour at not less than fourteen feet per second 
per second; and 

(3) Stopping from a speed of twenty miles per hour in 
not more than thirty feet, such distance to be measured 

(1983 Ed,) 
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from the point at which movement of the service brake 
pedal or control begins. 

Tests for deceleration and stopping distance shall be 
made on a substantially level (not to exceed plus or mi
nus one percent grade), dry, smooth, hard surface that is 
free from loose material. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 50.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.529 Motor-driven cycles--Braking system 
inspection. (I) The state commission on equipment is 
authorized to require an inspection of the braking sys
tem on any motor-driven cycle and to disapprove any 
such braking system on a vehicle which it finds will not 
comply with the performance ability standard set forth 
in RCW 46.37.351, or which in its opinion is equipped 
with a braking system that is not so designed or con
structed as to ensure reasonable and reliable perform
ance in actual use. 

(2) The director of licensing may refuse to register or 
may suspend or revoke the registration of any vehicle 
referred to in this section when the state commission on 
equipment determines that the braking system thereon 
does not comply with the provisions of this section. 

(3) No person shall operate on any highway any vehi
cle referred to in this section in the event the state com
mission on equipment has disapproved the braking 
system upon such vehicle. [ 1979 c 158 § 158; 1977 ex.s. 
C 355 § 51.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.530 Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles
Mirrors, glasses, goggles, face shields, and· helmets-
Regulations and specifications by state commission on 
equipment. (1) It is unlawful: 

(a) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor
driven cycle not equipped with mirrors on the left and 
right sides of the motorcycle which shall be so located as 
to give the driver a complete view of the highway for a 
distance of at least two hundred feet to the rear of the 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle: Provided, That mir
rors shall not be required on any motorcycle or motor
driven cycle over twenty-five years old originally manu
factured without mirrors and which has been restored to 
its original condition and which is being ridden to or 
from or otherwise in conjunction with an antique or 
classic motorcycle contest, show or other such . assem
blage: Provided further, That no mirror shall be required 
on any motorcycle manufactured prior to January l, 
l 931; 

(b) For any person to operate a motorcycle or motor
driven cycle which does not have a windshield unless 
wearing glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type ap
proved by the state commission on equipment; 

(c) For any person to sell or offer for sale a motorcy
cle helmet which does not meet the requirements estab
lished by the state commission on equipment. 

(1983 Ed.) 

(2) The state comm1ss1on on equipment is hereby 
authorized and empowered to adopt and amend regula
tions, pursuant to the administrative procedure act, con
cerning the standards and procedures for approval of 
glasses, goggles, face . shields, and protective helmets. 
The state commission on equipment shall maintain and 
publish a list of those devices which the commission on 
equipment has approved. [ 1982 c 77 § 7; 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 55; 1971 ex.s. c 150 § l; 1969 c 42 § l; 1967 c 
232 § 4.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1982 c 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500. 
Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 
Maximum height for handlebars: RCW 46.61.61 I. 
Riding on motorcycles: RCW 46.61.610. 

46.37.535 Motorcycles or motor-driven cycles-
Helmet requirements when motorcycle rented. It is un
lawful for any person to rent out motorcycles unless he 
shall also have on hand for rent helmets of a type ap
proved by the commission on equipment. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
355 § 56; 1967 C 232 § 10.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 
License requirement for person renting motorcycle: RCW 46.20.220. 

46.37.537 Motorcycles-Exhaust system. No per
son shall modify the exhaust system of a motorcycle in a 
manner which will amplify or increase the noise emitted 
by the engine of such vehicle above that emitted by the 
muffler originally installed on the vehicle, and it shall be 
unlawful for any person to operate a motorcycle not 
equipped as required by this section, or which has been 
amplified as prohibited by this section. [I 977 ex.s. c 355 
§ 52.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.539 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles
Additional requirements and li~itations. Every motorcy
cle and ev'ery motor-driven cycle shall also comply with 

- the requirements and limitations of: 
RCW 46.37.380 on horns and warning devices; 
RCW 46.37.390 on mufflers and prevention of noise; 
RCW 46.37.400 on mirrors; and 
RCW 46.37.420 on tires. [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 53.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-',1977 ex.s. c 355: See note following RCW 

46.37.010. 

46.37.540 Odometers-Disconnecting, resetting, or 
turning back prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to disconnect, turn back, or reset the odometer of 
any motor vehicle with the intent to reduce the number 

. of miles indicated on the odometer gauge. [ 1983 c 3 § 
119; 1969 c 112 § 2.] 

Motor vehicle dealers, unlawful acts and practices: RCW 46. 70. 180. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 1191 
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46.37 .550 Odometers-Selling motor vehicle 
knowing odometer turned back unlawful. l t shall be un-

.. lawful for any person to sell a motor vehicle in this state 
if such person has knowledge that the odometer on such 
motor vehicle has been turned back and if such person 
fails to notify the buyer, prior to the time of sale, that 
the odometer has been turned back or that he had rea
son to believe that the odometer has been turned back. 
[1969cll2§3.] 

46.37 .560 Odometers-Selling motor vehicle 
knowing odometer replaced unlawful. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to sell a motor vehicle in this state if such 
person has knowledge that the .odometer on such motor 
vehicle has been replaced with another odometer and if 
such person fails to notify the buyer, prior to the time of 
sale, that the odometer has been replaced or that he be
lieves the odometer to have been replaced. [ 1969 c I I 2 § 
4.] 

46.37.570 Odometers-Selling, advertising, . using,· 
or installing device which causes other than true mileage 
to be registered. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
advertise for sale, to sell, to use, or to install on any part 
of a motor vehicle or on an odometer in a motor vehicle 
any device which causes the odometer to register ·any 
mileage other than the true mileage driven. For the pur
poses of this section the true mileage driven is that 
driven by the car as registered by the odometer within 
the manufacturer's designed tolerance. [ 1969 c 112 § 5.] 

46.37.590 Odometers-Purchaser plaintiff to re
cover costs and attorney's fee, when. In any suit brought 
by the purchaser of a motor vehicle against the seller of 
such vehicle, the purchaser shall be entitled to recover 
his court costs and a reasonable attorney's fee fixed by 
the court, if: ( 1) The suit or claim is based substantially 
upon the purchaser's allegation that the odometer on 
such vehicle has been tampered with contrary to RCW 
46.37.540 and 46.37.550 or replaced contrary to RCW 
46.37.560; and (2) it is found in such suit that the seller 
of such vehicle or any of his employees or agents knew 
or had reason to know that the odometer on such vehicle 
had been so tampered with or replaced and failed to dis
close such knowledge to the purchaser prior to the time 
of sale. [1975 c 24 § 1; 1969 c 112 § 7.] 

46.37.600 Liability of operator and/or owner. or les
see for violations. Whenever an act or omission is de
clared to be unlawful in chapter 46.37 RCW,- if the 
00erator of the vehicle is not the owner or lessee of such 
vehicie, but is so operating or moving the vehicle with 
the express or imp1.ied permission of the owner or lessee, 
then the operator and/or owner or lessee are both sub
ject to the provisions of this chapter with the primary 
responsibility to be that of the owner or lessee. 

lf the person operating the vehicle at the time of the 
unlawful act or omission is not the owner or lessee of t'~.e 
vehicle, such person is fully authorized to accept the ci
tati-'.)n and execute the promise to appear on behalf of 

:fide 46 RCW-p UO) 

the owner or lessee. [ 1980 c I 04 § 4; 1969 ex.s. c 69 § 
3.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.44.010 Outside width limit. The total outsidt 
width of any vehicle or load thereon shall not exceed 
eight and one-half feet: Provided, That no rear vision 
mirror may extend more than five inches beyond the ex
treme limits of the body: Provided further, That ex
cluded from this calculation of width arc safety 
appliances such as clearance lights, rub rails, ncxible 
fender extensions, mud flaps, and splash and spray sup
pressant devices, and appurtenances such as door han
dles, door hinges, and turning signal brackets and such 
other safety appliances and appurtenances as the de
partment may determine are necessary for the safe and 
efficient operation of motor vehicles: And provided fur
ther, That no appliances or appurtenances may extend 
more than two inches beyond the extreme limits of the 
body. [1983 c 278 § !; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.010. Prior: 
I 947 c 200 § 4; I 937 c 189 § 47; Rem. Supp. I 947 § 
6360-4 7; 1923 c 181 § 4, part; R RS § 6362-8, part.] 

46.44.020 Maximum height--Impaired clearance 
signs. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle unladen or 
with load to exceed a height of fourteen feet above the 
level surface upon which the vehicle stands: Provided, 
That this height limitation shall not apply to authorized 
emergency vehicles or repair equipment of a public util
ity engaged in reasonably necessary operation. The pro
visions of this section shall not relieve the owner or 
operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles from the 
exercise of due care in determining that sufficient verti
cal clearance is provided upon the public highways 
where such vehicle or combination of vehicles is being 
operated; and no liability shall attach to the state or to 
any county, city, town, or other political subdivision by 
reason of any damage or injury to persons or property by 
reason of the existence of any structure over or across 

( 1983 Ed.) 

any public highway where the vertical clearance above 
the roadway is fourteen feet or more; or, where such 
vertical clearance is less than fourteen feet, if impaired 
clearance signs of a design approved by the Washington . 
state highway commission are erected and maintained 
on the right side of any such public highway in accord
ance with the manual of uniform traffic control devices 
for streets and highways as adopted by the Washington 
state highway commission pursuant to chapter 47.36 
RCW. If any structure over or across any public high
way is not owned by the state or by a county, city, town, 
or other political subdivision, it shall be the duty of the 
owner thereof when billed therefor to reimburse the 
Washington state highway .commission or the county, 
city, town, or other political subdivision having jurisdic
tion over such highway for the actual cost of erecting 
and maintaining such impaired clearance signs, but no 
liability shall attach to such owner by reason of any 
damage or injury to persons or property caused by im
paired vertical clearance above the roadway. [ I 977 c 81 
§ 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 7; 1971 ex.s. c 248 § I; 
1965 c 43 § I; I 961 c 12 § 46.44.020. Prior: I 959 c 3 I 9 
§ 26; I 955 c 384 § I; I 953 c 125 § I; I 951 c 269 § 20; 
1937 c 189 § 48; RRS § 6360-48.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term." Washington state highway commission" means department of 
transportation; sec RCW 47.04.015. 

Effecfoe dates--Severability--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44,030 Maximum lengths. It is unlawful for any 
person to operate upon the public highways of this state 
any vehicle other than a municipal transit vehicle having 
an overall length, with or without load, in excess.of forty 
feet: Provided, That an auto stage or school bus shall not 
exceed an overall length, inclusive of front and rear 
bumpers, of forty feet: Provided further, That any such 
school bus constructed prior to April I, 1977. shall be 
equipped with three axles: Provided further, That any 
school bus constructed on or after April I, 1977, and in 
excess of thirty-six feet six inches shall be equipped with 
three axles: Provided further, That the route of any auto 
stage in excess. of thirty-five feet or school bus in excess 
of thirty-six feet six inches upon or across the public 
hignways shall be limited as determined by the depart
ment qf transportation for state highways, or by the lo
cal legislative authority for other public roads. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high
ways of this state any combination of vehicles that con
tains a vehicle of which the permanent structure is in 
excess of forty-eight feet. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate upon the pub
lic highways of this state any combination consisting of a 
tractor and semitrailer that has a semitrailer length in 
excess of forty-eight feet or a combination consisting of 
a tractor and two trailers in which the combined length 
of the trailers exceeds fifty-nine feet. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate on the high
ways of this state any combination consisting of a truck 
and trailer with an overall length, with or without load, 
in excess of sixty-five feet, or a combination consisting 

[Title 46 RCW-p 127) 
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of a tractor and a stinger steered semitrailer that has an 
overall length in excess of sixty-five feet without load or 
in excess of seventy feet with load. 

"Stinger steered" as used in this section means a 
tractor and semitrailer combination that has the cou
pling connecting the semitrailer to the tractor located to 
the rear of the center line of the rear axle of the tractor. 

These length limitations do not apply to vehicles 
transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or other objects of a 
structural nature that cannot be dismembered and .oper
ated by a public utility when required· for emergency re
pair of public service facilities or properties, but in 
respect to night transportation every such vehicle and 
load thereon shall be equipped with a sufficient number 
of clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps upon 
the extreme ends of any projecting load to clearly mark 
the dimensions of the load. 

The length limitations described in this section are 
exclusive of safety and energy conservation devices, such 
as mud flaps and splash and spray suppressa_nt devices, 
refrigeration units or air compressors, and other devices 
that the department determines to be necessary for safe 
and efficient operation of commercial vehicles. No de
vice excluded under this paragraph from the limitations 
of this section may have, by its design or use, the capa
bility to carry cargo. [ 1983 c 278 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 113 § 
4; 1977 ex.s. c 64 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 53 § I; 1974 
ex.s. c 76 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 248 § 2; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 
61; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 52; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 36; 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.030. Prior: l 959 c 319 § 25; l 957 c 273 § I 4; 1951 
c 269 § 22; prior: 1949 c 221 § 1, part; 1947 c 200 § 5, 
part; 1941 c 116 § 1, part; 1937 c 189 § 49, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, part.] 

Severability-1967 ex.s. c 145: See RCW 47.98.043. 

46.44.034 Maximum lengths--Front and rear pro
trusions. The load, or any portion of any vehicle, oper
ated alone upon the public highway of this state, or the 
load, or any portion of the front vehicle of a combination 
of vehicles, shall not extend more than three feet beyond 
the front wheels of such vehicle, or the front bumper, if 
equipped with front bumper. 

No vehicle shall be operated upon the public highways 
with any part of the permanent structure or load ex
tending in excess of' fifteen feet beyond the center of the 
last axle of such vehicle. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.44.034. Prior: 
I 957 c 273 § 15; 1951 c 269 § 24; prior: I 949 c 221 § I, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 1941 c 116 § I, part; 1937 c 
189 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, part.] 

46.44.036 Combination of units--Limitation. Ex
cept as provided in RCW 46.44.037, it is uni awful for 
any person to operate upon the public highways of this 
state any combination of vehicles consisting of more 
than two vehicles. For the purposes of this section a 
truck tractor-semi 1.railer or pole trailer combination will 
be considered as two vehicles but the addition of another 
axle to the tractor of a truck tractor-semitrailer or pole 
trailer combination in such a way that it supports a pro
portional share of the load of the semitrailer or pole 
trailer shall not be deemed a separate vehicle but shall 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 128] 

be considered a part of the truck tractor. For the pur
poses of this section a converter gear used in converting 
a semitrailer to a full trailer shall not be deemed a sep
arate vehicle but shall be considered a part of the trailer. 
[ I 975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.036. 
Prior: 1955 c 384 § 2; 1951 c 269 § 23; prior: I 949 c 
221 § I, part; 1947 c 200 § 5, part; 1941 c I 16 § I, part; 
1937 c 189 § 49, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-49, 
part.] 

Effective dates--Severability-· -1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. · 

46.44.037 Combination of units--Lawful opera
tions. Notwithst~nding the provisions of RCW 46.44.036 
and subject to such rules and regulations governing their 
operation as may be adopted by the state highway com
mission operation of the following combinations shall be 
lawful: 

(I) A combination consisting of a truck tractor, a 
semitrailer, and another semitrailer or a full trailer. In 
this connection a converter gear used to convert a semi
trailer into a full trailer shall be considered to be a part 
of the full trailer and not a separate vehicle. A converter 
gear being pulled without load and not used to convert a 
semitrailer into a full trailer may be substituted in lieu 
of a full trailer or a semitrailer in any lawful 
rnrnbination; 

(2) A combination consisting of three trucks or truck 
tractors used in driveaway service where two of the ve
hicles are towed by the third in double saddlemount po
sition. (19?9 ex.s. c 149 § 3; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 9; 
1965 ex.s. c 170 § 37; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 53; 1961 c 12 § 
46.44.037. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 16; 1955 c 384 § 3.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

Effective dates-Scverability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.041 Maximum gross weights--Wheelbase 
and axle factors. No vehicle or combination of vehicles 
shall operate upon the public highways of this state with 
a gross load on any single axle in excess of twenty thou
sand pounds, or upon any group of axles in excess of 
that set forth in the following table, except that two 
consecutive sets oi tandem axles may carry a gross load 

(l9!13 Ed.) 
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of thirty-four thousand pounds each, if the overall dis-
tance between the first and last axles of such consecutive 
sets of tandem axles is thirty-six feet or more. 

Dis-
tance 

in feet Maximum load in pounds 
between carried on any group of 2 
the ex- or more consecutive axles 
tremes 
of any *(Maximum load in pounds carried 
group on any group of 2 consecutive 
of 2 seis of tandem axles) 

or more 
consecu-

tive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles· axles axles axles axles axles axles 

4 34,000 
5 34,000 
6 34,000 
7 34,000 
8 34,000 36,500 
9 39,000 38,000 
10 40,000 39,500 
11 41,000 
12 42,500 42,500 
13 44,000 44,000 
14 45,500 45,500 
15 47,000 47,000 
16 48,000 48,000 48,000 
17 48,500 48,500 49,000 
18 49,500 49,500 50,000 
19 50,000 50,000 51,000 
20 51,000 51,000 . 52,000 52,000 

(55,500)* 
21 51,500 51,500 53,000 53,000 

(56,000)* 
22 52,500 52,500 54,000 54,000 

(56,500)* 
23 53,000 53,000 55,000 55,000 

(57,500)* 
24 54,000 54,000 55,500 56,000 56,000 

(58,000)* 
25 54,500 55,000 56,500 57,000 57,000 

(58,500)* 
26 55,500 56,000 57,500 58,000 58,000 

(59,500)* 
27 56,000 57,000 58,500 59,000 59,000 

(60,000)" 
28 · 57,000 58,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 

(60,500)* 
29 57,500 59,000 60,500 61,000 61,000 61,000 

(6(500)* 
30 58,500 59,000 61,500 62,000 62,000 62,000 

(62,000)* 
31 59,000 60.500 62,500 63,000 63,000 63,000 

(62,500)* 
32 60,000 61,500 63,500 64,000 64,000 64,000 64,000 

(63,500)* 
:3 62,500 64,500 65,000 65,000 65,000 65,000 

(1983 Ed.) [Title 46 RCW-p 129) 
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Dis-
tance 

in feet Maximum load in pounds 
between carried on any group of 2 
the ex- or more consecutive axles 
tremes 
of any *(Maximum load in pounds carried 
group on any group of 2 consecutive 
of 2 sets of tandem axles) 

or more · 
consecu-

tive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
axles axles axles axles axles axles axles axles axles 

(64,000)* 
34 63,500 65,000 66,500 66,500 66,500 66,500 

(64,500)* 
35 64,500 66,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 

(65,500)* 
36 65,500 67,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 

(68,000)* 
37 66,500 68,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 
38 67,500 69,000 70,500 70,500 70,500 70,500 
39 68,000 70,000 71,500 71,500 71,500 71,500 
40 68,500 71,000 72,500 72,500 72,500 72,500 
41 69,500 72,000 73,500 73,500 73,500 73,500 
42 70,000 73,000 74,500 74,500 74,500 74,500 
43 70,500 74,000 75,500 75,500 75,500 75,500 
44 71,500 75,000 76,500 76,500 76,500 76,500 
45 72,000 76,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 
46 72,500 76,500 79,000 79,000 79,000 79,000 
47 73,500 77,500 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 
48 74,000 78,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 
49 74,500 78,500 82,000 82,000 82,000 82,000 
50 75,500 79,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 
51 76,000 80,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 
52 76,500 80,500 85,000 85,000 85,000 85,000 
53 77,500 81,000 86,000 86,000 87,000 87,000 
54 78,000 81,500 86,500 87,500 89,000 89,000 
55 78,500 82,500 87,000 88,000 .91,000 91,000 
56 79,500 83,000 87,500 90,000 93,000 93,000 
57 80,000 83,500 88,000 91,000 95,000 95,000 
58 84,000 89,000 92,500 97,000 . 97,000 
59 85,000 89,500 93,500 99,000 99,000 
60 85,500 90,000 95,000 100,500 100,500 
61 86,000 90,500 95,500 101,000 102,500 
62 86,500 91,000 96,000 101,500 104,000 
63 87,500 92,000 96,500 102,000 105,500 
()4 88,000 92,500 97,000 !02,500 105,500 
65 88,500 93,000 98,000 103,000 105,500 
66 89,000 93,500 98,500 103,500 105,500 
67 90,000 94,000 99,000 104,000 105,500 
68 90,500 94,500 99,500 104,500 105,500 
69 91,000 95,500 I 00,000 105,500 105,500 
70 91,500 96,000- 101,000 105,500 105,500 

When inches are involved: Under six inches take lower, 
six inches or over take higher. The maximum load on 
any axle in any group of axles shall not exceed 1.2 '.imes 
the load given in the above table divided l.)y the number 
of axles in that group, and shall not exceed the single 

axle or tandem axle allowance as set forth elsewhere. 
For considering the number of axles in a group, the front 
axle of a unit suppiying motive power need not be in
cluded in the axle group. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 130) ( 1983 Ed.) 
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46.44.090 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements. The department of transportation, pursuant 
to rules adopted by the transportation commission with 
respect to state highways and local authorities with re
spect to public highways under their jurisdiction may, 
upon application in writing and good cause being shown 
therefor, issue a special permit in writing authorizing the 
applicant to operate or move a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles of a size, weight of vehicle. or load exceeding 
the maximum specified in this chapter or otherwise not 
in conformity with the provisions of this chapter upon 
any public highway under the jurisdiction of the author
ity granting such permit and for the maintenance of 
which such authority is responsible. [ I 977 ex.s. c ! 51 § 
30; I 975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 13; I 961 c 12 § 46.44.090. 
Prior: I 95 I c 269 § 34; prior: I 949 c 221 § 3, part; 1947 
c 200 § 7, part; 1945 c 177 § 1, part; 1937 c 189 § 55, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

Federal requirements--Se~erability--1977 ex·.s. c 15 I: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

Effecfoe dates--'5e~erability--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: Sec 
notes following R CW 46. i 6.070. 

46.44.091 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Gross weight limit. ( l) Except as other
wise provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this section, 
no special permit shall be issued for movement on any 
state highway or route of a state highway within the 
limits of any city or town where the gross weight. in
cluding load, exceeds the following \;:riits: 

(1983 Ed.) 

(a) Twenty-two thousand pounds on a single axle or 
on dual axles with a wheelbase between the first and 
second axles of less than three feet six inches; 

(b) Forty-three thousand pounds on dual axles having 
a wheelbase between the first and second axles of not 
less than three feet six inches but less than seven feet; 

(c) On any group of axles or in the case of a vehicle 
employing two single axles with a wheel base between 
the first and last axle of not less than seven feet but less 
than ten feet, a weight in pounds determined by multi
plying six thousand five hundred times the distance in 
feet between the center of the first axle and the center of 
the last axle of the group; 

(d) On any group of axles with a wheel base between 
the first and last axle of not less than ten feet but less 
than thirty feet, a weight in pounds determined by mul
tiplying two thousand two hundred times the sum of 
twenty and the distance in feet between the center of the 
first axle and the center of the last axle of the group; 

(e) On any group of axles with a wheel base between 
the first and last axle of thirty feet or greater, a weight 
in pounds determined by multiplying one thousand six 
hundred times the sum of forty and the distance in feet 
be~ ween the center of the first axle and the center of the 
last axle of the group. 

(2) The total weight of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles allowable by special permit under subsection (I) 
of this section shall be governed by the lesser of the 
weights obtained by using the total number of axles as a 
group or any combination of axles as a group. 

(3) The weight limitations pertaining to single axles 
may be exceeded to permit the movement of equipment 
operating upon single pneumatic tires having a rim 
width of twenty inches or more and a rim diameter of 
twenty-four inches or more or dual pneumatic tires hav
ing a rim width of sixteen inches or more and a rim di
ameter of twenty-four inches or more and specially 
designed vehicles manufactured and certified for special 
permits prior to July I, 1975. 

( 4) Permits may be issued for weights in excess of the 
limitations contained in subsection (I) of this section on 
highways or sections of highways which have been de
signed and c_onstructed for weights in excess of such 
limitations, or for any shipment duly certified as neces
sary by military officials, or by officials of public or pri
vate power facilities, or when in the opinion of the 
department of transportation the movement or action is 
a necessary movement or action: Provided, That in the 
judgment of the department of transportation the struc
tures and highway surfaces on the routes involved arc 
capable of sustaining weights in excess of such limita
tions and it is not reasonable for economic or operational 
considerations to transport such excess weights by rail or 
water for any substantial distance of the total mileage 
applied for. 

(5) Application shal! be made in writing on special 
forms provided by the department of transportation and 
shall be submitted at least thirty-six hours in advance of 
the· proposed movement. An a.pplication for a special 
permit for a gross weight of any combination of vehicles 

[Title 46 RCW-p 133) 
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The maximum axle and gross weights specified in this 
section arc subject to the braking requirements set up 
for the service brakes upon any motor vehicle or combi
nation of vehicles as provided by law. 

It is unlawful to operate upon the public highways any 
single unit vehicle, supported upon three axles or more 
with a gross weight including load in excess of forty 
thousand pounds or any combination of vehicles having a 
gross weight in excess of eighty thousand pounds without 
first obtaining an additional tonnage permit as provided 
for in RCW 46.44.095: Provided, That when a combina
tion of vehicles has purchased license tonnage in excess 
of seventy-two thousand pounds as provided by RCW 
46.16.070, such excess license tonnage may be applied to 
the power unit subject to limitations of RCW 46.44.042 
and this section -when such vehicle is operated without a 
trailer. 

It is unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public 
highways equipped with two axles spaced less than seven 
feet apart, unless the two axles arc so constructed and 
lTIOUnted in such a manner as to provide oscillation be
tween the two axles and that either one of the two axles 
will not at any one time carry more than the maximum 
gross weight allowed for one axle specified· in this 
section. 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein, a vehicle 
or combination of vehicles in operation on January 4, 
1975, may operate upon the public highways of this 
state, including the interstate system within the meaning 
of section 127 of Title 23, United States Code, with an 
overall gross weight upon a group of two consecutive sets 
of dual axles which was lawful in this state under the 
laws, regulations and procedures in effect in this state on 
January 4, 1975. [1977 c 81 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 
§ 22.] 

Effective dates--Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.042 Maximum gross weights--Tire factor. 
Subject to the maximum gross weights specified in 
RCW 46.44.041, it is unlawful to operate any vehicle 
upon the public highways with a gross weight, including 
load, upon any tire concentrated upon the surface of the 
highway in excess of five hundred fifty pounds per inch 
width of such tire, up to a maximu.m width of twelve 
inches, and for a tire having a width of twelve inches or 
more there shall be allowed a twenty percent tolerance 
above five hundred fifty pounds per inch width of such 
tire. For the purpose of this section, the width of tire in 
case of solid rubber or hollow center cushion tires, so 
long as the use thereof may be permitted by the law. 
shall be measured between the flanges of the rim. For 
the purpose of this section, the width of tires in case of 
pneumatic tires shall be the maximum overall normal 
inflated width as stipulated by the manufacturer when 
inflated to the pressure specified and without load 
thereon. [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.44.042. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 27; l 95 I c 269 § 27; prior: 
1949 c 221 § 2, part; 1947 c 200 § 6, part; 1941 c 116 § 
2, part; 1937 c 189 § 50, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-50, part; 1929 c 180 § 3, part: 1927 c 309 § 8, 

(1983 Ed.) 

part; I 92J c 181 § 4, part; 1921 c 96 § iO, part; RRS § 
6362-8, part.] 

Effective dates---Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. · 

46.44.047 Excess wcight--Logging trucks-
Special permits--<::ounty or city permits-Fees
Discretion of arresting officer. A three axle truck tractor 
and a two axle pole trailer combination engaged in the 
operation of hauling logs may exceed by not more than 
six thousand eight hundred pounds the legal gross 
weight of the combination of vehicles when licensed, as 
permitted by law, for sixty-eight thousand pounds: Pro
vided, That the distance between the first and last axle 
of the vehicles in combination shall have a total wheel
base of not less than thirty-seven feet, and the weight 
upon two axles spaced less than seven feet apart shall 
not exceed thirty-three thousand six hundred pounds. 

Such additional allowances shall be permitted by a 
special permit to be issued by the department of trans
portation valid only on state primary or secondary high
ways authorized by the department and under such 
rules, regulations, terms, and conditions prescribed by 
the department. The fee for such special permit sh.all be 
fifty dollars for a twelve-month period beginning and 
ending on April I st of each calendar year. Permits may 
be issued at any time, but if issued after July 1st of any 
year the fee shall be thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 
If issued on or aftf.!r October I st the fee shall be twenty
five dollars, and if issued on or after January 1st the fee 
shall be twelve dollars and fifty cents. A copy of such 
special permit covering the vehicle involved shall be car
ried in the cab of the vehicle at all times. Upon the third 
offense within the duration of the permit for violation of 
the terms and conditions of the special permit, the spe
cial permit shall be canceled. The vehicle covered by 
such canceled special permit shall not be eligible for a 
new special permit until thirty days after the cancella
tion of the special permit issued to said vehicle. The fee 
for such renewal shall be at the same rate as set forth iri 
this section which covers the original issuance of such 
special permit. Each special permit shall be assigned to a 
three-axle truck tractor in combination with a two-axle 
pole trailer. When the department issues a duplicate 
permit to replace a lost or destroyed permit and where 
the department transfers a permit, a fee of five dollars 
shall be charged for each such duplicate issued or each 
such transfer. 

All fees collected hereinabove shall be deposited with 
the state treasurer and credited to the motor vehicle 
fund. 

Permits involving city streets or county roads or using 
city streets or county roads to reach or leave state high
ways, authorized for permit by the department may be 
issued by the city or county or counties involved. A fee 
of five dollars for such city or county permit may be as
sessed by the city or by the county legislative authority 
which shall be deposited in the city or county road fund . 
The. special permit provided for herein shall be known as 
a "log tolerance permit" and shall designate the route or 
routes to be used, which shall first be approved by the 

[Title 46 RCW-p 131] 
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city or county engineer involved. Authorization of addi
tional route or routes may be made at the discretion of 
the city or county by amending the original permit or by 
issuing a new permit. Said permits shall be is,sued on a 
year!y basis expiring on March 31st of each calendar 
year. Any person, firm, or corporation who uses any city 
street or county road for the purpose of transporting logs 
with weights authorized by state highway log tolerance 
permits, to reach or leave a state highway route, without 
first obtaining a city or county permit when required by 
the city or the county legislative authority shall be sub
ject to the penalties prescribed by RCW 46.44.105. For 
the purpose of determining gross weight the actual scale 
weight taken by the officer shall be prima facie evidence 
of such total gross weight. In the event the gross weight 
is in excess of the weight permitted by law, the officer 
may, within his discretion, permit the operator to pro
ceed with his vehicles in combination. 

The chief of the state patrol, with the advice of the 
department, may make reasonable rules and regulations 
to aid in the enforcement of the provisions of this sec
tion. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 74; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 
11; 1973 1st ex.s. c 150 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 249 § 2; 1961 
ex.s. c 21 § 35; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.047. Prior: 1955 c 384 
§ 19; 1953 C 254 § 10; 1951 C 269 § 31.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Effective dates---Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s, c 64: Sec 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.050 Minimum length of wheelbase. It shail be 
unlawful to operate any vehicle upon public highways 
with a wheelbase between any two axles thereof of lesr 
than three feet, six inches when weight. exceeds that al 
)owed for one axle under RCW 46.44. ·,42 or 46.44.041 
It shall be uniawful to operate any motor vehicle upor. 
the public highways of this state with a wheelbase be
t ween the frontmost axle and the rearmost axle of less 
than three feet, six inches: Provided, That the minimum 
wheelbase for mopeds is thirty-eight inches. 

[Title .;6 RCW-p 132] 

.r Vehicles 

For the purposes of this section, wheelbase shall be 
measured uj)i>n a straight line from center to center of 
the vehicle axles designated. l I 979 ex.s. c 213 § 7; 
I 97 5-' 7 6 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 12; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.050. 
Prior: 1941 c 116 § 3; 1937 c 189 § 51; Rem. Supp. 
1941 § 6360-51; 1929 c 180 § 3, part; 1927 c 309 § 8, · 
part; 1923 c 181 § 4, part; RRS § 6362-8, part.] 

Effective dates-Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.060 Outside load limits for passenger vehicles. 
No passenger type vehicle shall be operated on any pub
lic highway with any load carried thereon extending be
vond the line of the fenders on the left side of such 
~chicle nor extending more than six inches beyond the 
line of the fenders on the right side thereof, [ I 961 c 12 § 
46.44.060. Prior: I 937 e I 89 § 52; R RS § 6360-52; . 
1929 c I 80 § 5, part; 1927 e 309 § I 0, part; RRS § 
6362- I 0, part.] 

46.44.070 Drawbar requirements--Trailer whip
ping or weaving--Towing flag. The drawbar or other 
connection between vehicles in combination shall be of 
sufficient strength to hold the weight of the towed vehi
cle on any grade where operated. No trailer shall whip, 
weave or oscillate or fail to follow substantially in the 
course of the towing vehicle. When a disabled vehicle is 
being towed by means of bar, chain, rope, cable or simi
lar means and the distance between the towed vehicle 
and the towing vehicle exceeds fifteen feet there shall be 
fastened on such connection in approximately the center 
thereof a white nag or cloth not less than twelve inches 
square. [ 196 ! c 12 § 46.44.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 53; 
RRS § 6360-53; 1929 c 180 § 5, part; 1927 c 309 § I 0, 
part; R RS § 6362-10, part; 1923 c 181 § 4, part.] 

-------· ---·---
(1983 Ed.) 
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exceeding two hundred thousand pounds shall be sub
mitted in writing to the department of transportation at 
least thirty days in advance of the proposed movement. 
[1977 ex.s. c 151 § 31; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 14; 
1975 1st ex.s. c ·168 § I; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 30; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.44.091. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 28; 1953 c 254 § 12; 
1951 c 269 § 35; prior: 1949 c 221 § 3, part; I 947 c 200 
§ 7, part; 1945 c 177 § I, part; 1937 c 189 § 55, part; 
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

Federal requirements--Severability--1977 ex.s. c 151: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

Effective dates---Severability--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

Effective date--1975 1st ex.s. c 168: "This I 973 [ I 975] amenda- · 
tory act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government and its 
existing public institutions, and shall take effect July I, 1975." [ I 975 
1st ex.s. c 168 § 4.] 

46.44.092 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements-Overall width limits, exceptions--Ap
plication for permit. Special permits may not be issued 
for movements on any state highway outside the limits 
of any city or town in excess of the following widths: 

On two-lane highways, fourteen feet; 
On multiple-lane highways where a physical barrier 

serving as a median divider separates opposing traffic 
lanes, twenty feet; 

On multiple-lane highways without a physical barrier 
serving as a median divider, thirty-two feet. 

These limits apply except under the following 
conditions: 

( l) In the case of buildings, the limitations referred to 
in this section for movement on any two lane state high
way other than the national system of interstate and de
fense highways may be exceeded under the following 
conditions: (a) Controlled vehicular traffic shall be 
maintained in one direction at all times; (b) the maxi
mum distance of movement shall not exceed five miles; 
additional contiguous permits shall not be issued to ex
ceed the five-mile limit: Provided, That when the de
partment of transportation, pursuant to general rules 
adopted by the transportation commission, determines a 
hardship would result, this limitation may be exceeded 
upon approval of the department of transportation; (c) 
prior to issuing a permit a qualified transportation de
partment employee shall make a visual inspection of the 
building .and route involved determining that the condi
tions listed herein shall be complied with and that struc
tures or overhead obstructions may be cleared or moved 
in order to maintain a constant and uninterrupted move
ment of the building; (d) ·special escort or other precau
tions may be imposed to assure movement is made under 
the safest possible conditions, and the Washington state 
patrol shall be advised when and where the movement is 
to be made; 

(2) Permits may be issued for widths of vehicles in 
excess of the preceding limitations on highways or sec
tions of highways which have been designed and con
structed for width in excess of such limitations; 

(3) These limitations may be rescinded when certifi
cation is made by military officials, or by officials of 

[Title 46 RCW-p 134) 

rublic or private power facilities, or when in the opinion 
of the department of transportation the movement or 
action is a necessary movement or action: Provided fur
ther, That in the judgment of the department of trans
portation the structures and highway surfaces on the 
routes involved are capable of sustaining widths in ex
cess of such limitation; 

(4) These limitations shall not apply to movement 
during daylight hours on any two lane state highway 
where the gross weight, including load, does not exceed 
eighty thousand pounds and the overall width of load 
does not exceed sixteen feet: Provided, That the mini
mum and maximum speed of such movements,· pre
scribed routes of such movements, the times of such 
movements, limitation upon frequency of trips (which 
limitation shall be not less than one per week), and con
ditions to assure safety of traffic may be prescribed by 
the department of transportation or local authority issu
ing such special permit. 

The applicant for any special permit shall specifically 
describe the vehicle or vehicles and load to be operated 
or moved and the particular state highways for which 
permit to operate is requested and whether such permit 
is requested for a single trip or for coritinuous operation. 
[ 1981 c 63 § 1; 1977 ex.s. c 151 § 32; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. 
c 64 § 15; 1970 ex.s. c 9 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 28 l § 60; 1965 
ex.s. C 170 § 39; 1963 ex.s. C 3 § 54; 1961 C 12 § 46.44-
.092. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 29; 1955 c 146 § 2; 1951 c 269 
§ 36; prior: 1949 c 221 § 3, part; 1947 c .200 § 7, part; 
1945 c 177 § 1, part: 1937 c 189 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 
1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

Federal· requirements---Severability--1977 ex.s. c I SI: Sec 
RCW 47.9lU)70 and 47.9X.0X0. 

Effective datl's--Severability--197S-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: Sec 
notes following RCW 46.16.070. 

46.44.093 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movements--Discretion of issuer--Conditions. The 
highway commission or local authority is authorized to 
issue or withhold such special permit at his or its discre
tion; or, if such permit is issued, to limit the number of 
trips, or to establish seasonal or other time limitations 
within which the vehicle described may be operated on 
the public highways indicated, or· otherwise to limit or 
pr~scribe conditions of operation of such vehicle or vehi
cles when necessary to assure against undue damage to 
the road foundation, surfaces or structures or safety of 
traffic and may require such undertaking or other secu
rity as may be deemed necessary to compensate for in
jury to any roadway or road structure. [ l 961 c 12 § 
46_44.093. Prior: l 95 I c 269 § 37; prior: l 949 c 221 § 3, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 7, part; 1945 c 177 § I, part; 1937 c 
189 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "highway commission" means department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.015. 

( 1983 Ed.) 
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46.44.095 Annual additional wnnage permits
Fees. When a combination of vehicles has been lawfully 
licensed to a total gross weight of eighty thousand 
pounds and when a three or more a~le single unit vehicle 
has been lawfuHy licensed to a total gross weight of forty 
thousand pou11ds pursuant to provisions of RCW 46.44-
.041, a permit for additional gross weight may be issued 
by the department of transportation upon the payment 
of thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents per year for each 
one thousand pounds or fraction thereof of such addi
tional gross weight: Provided, That the tire limits speci
fied in RCW 46.44.042 shall apply, and the gross weight 
on any single axle shall not exceed twenty thousand 
pounds, and the gross load on any group of axles shall 
not exceed the limits set forth in RCW 46.44.041: Pro
vided further, That within the tire limits of RCW 46-
.44.042, and notwithstanding RCW 46.44.041 and 
46.44.091, a permit for an additional six thousand 
pounds may be. purchased for the rear axles of a two
axle garbage truck or eight thousand pounds for the 
tandem axle of a three axle garbage truck at a rate not 
to exceed thirty dollars per thousand. Such additional 

[Title 46 RCW-p 13S) 
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weight in the case of garbage trucks shall not be ~alid or 
permitted on any part of the federal interstate highway 
system. . . · . 

The a·nnual additional tonnage permits provided for m 
this section shall be issued upon such terms and condi
tions as may be prescribed by the departm~nt pursua_nt 
to general rules adopted by the transport~t1on commis
sion. Such permits shall entitle the· perm1tte~ to carry 
such additional load-in an amount and upon highways or 
sections of highways as may be determined by the de
partment of transportation to be capa?l~ of withstan~ing 
increased gross load without undue mJury to the high
way: Provided, That the permits shall no~ be valid on 
any highway where the use of such permits would de
prive this state of federal funds for hig~way p~rposes .. 

The annual additional tonnage permits provided for m 
this section shall commence on the first of January of 
each year. The permits may be purchased at any time, 
and if they are purchased for less than a full year, the 
fee shall be one-twelfth of the full fee multiplied by the 
number of months, including any fraction thereof, cov
ered by the permit. When the department issues _a du
plicate permit to replace a lost or destroyed permit and 
where the department transfers a permit from one vehi
cle to another a fee of five dollars shall be charged for 
each duplicate issued or each transfer. The department 
of transportation shall issue permits on a temporary ba- · 
sis for periods not less than five days at one dollar per 
day for.each two thousands pounds or fraction ~hereo~. · 

The fees levied in RCW 46.44.0941 and this section 
shall not apply to any vehicles owned and operated by 
the state of Washington, any county within the state, or 
any city or town or metropolitan municipal corporation 
within the state, or by the federal government. 

In the case of fleets prorating license fees under the 
provisions of chapter 46.85 RCW, the fees provided for 
in this section shall be computed by the department of 
transportation by . applying the proportion of the 
Washington mileage of the fleet in question to the total 
mileage of the fleet as reported pursuant to chap_ter 46-
.85 RCW to the fees that would be required to purchase 
the additional weight allowance for all eligible vehicles 
or combinations of vehicles for which the extra weight. 
allowance is requested. 

The department of transportation shall prorate the 
fees provided in this section only if the name of the op
erator or owner is submitted on official listings of auth
orized fleet operators furnished by the department of 
licensing. Listings furnished shall also include. the per
centage of mileage operated in Washington which is the 
same percentage as determined by the department of li
censing, for purposes of prorating license fees. [ 1983 c 
68 § 2; 1979 c 158 § 159; 1977 ex.s. c 151 § 33; 1975-
'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 17; 1974 ex.s. c 76 § I; 1973 Jst 
ex.s. c 150 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 55; 1967 ex.s. c 94 § 
15; 1967 c 32 § 51; 1965 ex.s. c 170 § 38; 1961 ex.s. c 7 
§ 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.44.095. Prior: 1959 c 319 § 31; 
1957 c 273 § 18; 1955 C 185 § l; 1953 C 254 § 13; 1951 
c 269 § 39; prior: 1949 c 221 § 3, part; 1947 c 200 § 7, 
part; 1945 c 177 § 1, part; 1937 c 189 § 55, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-55, part.] 

[Title 46 RCW-p 136] 
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.. Vehicles • 
Federal requirements---Severability-1977 ex.s. c ISi: See 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 
Effective dates---Severability-1975-•'76 2nd ex.s. c 64; See 

notes following RCW 46.16.070. · 

46.44.096 Special permits for oversize or overweight 
movemcnts--l>elermining fee--To whom paid. In 
determining fees according lo RCW 46.44.0941, mileage 
on state primary and secondary highways shall be deter
mined from the planning survey records of the depart
ment of highways and the gross weight of the vehicle ~r 
vehicles, including load, shall be declared by _the ~pph
cant. Overweight on which fees shall be paid .will be 
gross loadings in excess of loadings authorized by law or 
axle loadings in excess of loadings authorized by law, 
whichever is the greater. Loads which are overweight 
and oversize shall be charged the fee for the overweight 
permit without additional fees being assessed for the 
oversize features. 

Fees es.tablished in RCW 46.44.0941 shall be paid to 
the political body issuing the permit if the e~tire move
ment is to be confined to roads, streets, or highways for 
which that political body is responsible; when a move
ment involves a combination of state highways, county 
roads, and/or city streets the fee shall be paid. to the 
state highway commission. When a movement 1s c~n
fined within the city limits of a city or town upon city 
streets, including routes of state highways on city streets, 
all fees shall be paid to the city or town involved. A per
mit will not be required from-city or town authorities for 
a move involving a combination of city or town streets 
and state highways when the move through a _city or 
town is being confined to the route of the state highway. 
When a move involves a combination of county roads 
and city streets the fee sh~II be paid to the county au
thorities, but the fee shall not be collected nor the 
county permit issued until valid permits are presented 
showing the city or town authorities approve of the move 
in question. When the movement involves only county 
roads the fees collected shall be paid to the county in
volved. Fees· established shall be paid to the political 
body issuing the permit if the entire use 'of the vehicle 
during the period covered by the permit shall be con
fined to the roads, streets, or highways for which that 
political body is responsible. 

If, ·pursuant to RCW 46.44.090, cities or countic~ is
sue additional tonnage permits similar to those provided 
for issuance by the state ,highway commission in RCW 
46.44.095, the state highway commission shall authorize 
the use of such additional tonnage permits on state 
highways subject to the following conditions: . 

(I) The owner of the vehicle covered by such permit 
sha'II establish to the satisfaction of the state highway 
department that the primary use of the vehicle is on the 
stre.ets or roads of the city or county issuing the addi
tional tonnage permit; 

(2) That the fees paid for such additional tonnage are 
not less than those established in RCW 46.44.095; 

(3) That the city or county issuing such permit shall 
allow the use of permits issued by the state pursuant to 
RCW 46.44.095 on the streets or roads under its 
jurisdiction; 
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(4) That all of the provisions of RCW 46.44.042 and 
46.44.041 shall be observed. 

When the department of highways is satisfied that the 
above conditions have been complied with the state 
highway department by suitable endorsement on the 
permit shall authorize its use on such highways as the · 
state highway commission has authorized for such per
mits pursuant to RCW 46.44.095, and all such use of 
such highways shall be subject to whatever rules and 
regulations the state highway commission has adopted 
for such permits. [ I 975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § I 8; 1971 
ex.s. c 248 § 4; I 969 ex.s. c 28 I § 31; I 96 I c I 2 § 46-
.44.096. Prior: 1955 c 185 § 2: 1951 c 269 § 40; prior: 
1949 c 221 § 3, part; 1947 c 200 § 7, part; 1945 c 177 § 
I, part; 1937 c 189 § 55, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-55, part.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of department of high
ways and highway commission transferred to department of transpor
tation; see RCW 47.01.031. Terms 'department of highways" and 
"state highway commission" mean department of transportation; sec 
RCW 47.04.015. 

Effective dates----Severabilitv--1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: Sec 
notes following RCW 46. I 6.070_-

46.44.100 Enforcement--Weighing and lightening. 
Any police officer is authorized to require the driver of 
any vehicle or combina •.ion of vehicles to stop and sub
mit to a weighing of the same either by means of a 
'10rta½le or stationary sl:ale and may require that suc;i 
vehicle ',r driven to the nearest public scale. 

Wh·:rc:ver a police officer, upon weighing a vehicle 
arid load, as above provided, determines that the weight 
is unlawful, such officer may, in addition to any other 
penalty provided, require t'ec driver to stop the vehicle in 
a suitable place and remain standing until such portion 
of the load is ~cmoved as may be necessary w reduce the 
gross weight of such vehicle to such ii:ni·: >:s permitt•~d 
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under this l'.hapter: Provided, That in the event such ve
hicle is loaded with grain or other perishable commodi
ties, the driver shall be permitted to proceed without 
removing any of such load, unless the gross weight of the 
vehicle and load exceeds by more than ten percent the 
limit permitted by this chapter. All materials unloaded 
shall be cared for by the owner or operator of such vehi
cle at the risk of such owner or operator. 

It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to fail 
or refuse to stop and submit the vehicle and load to a 
weighing, or to fail or refuse, when directed by an offi
cer upon a weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle 
and otherwise comply with the provisions of this section . 
[ 1971 ex.s. c 148 § 2; 1967 c 32 § 52; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.44. I 00. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 56; RRS § 6360-56.] 
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46.44.120 Liability of owner, others, for violations. 

Whenever an act or omission is declared to be unlawful 
in chapter 46.44 RCW, the owner or lessee of any motor 
vehicle involved in such act or omission is responsible 
therefor. Any person knowingly and intentionally partic
ipating in creating an unlawful condition of use, is also 
subject to the penalties provided in this chapter for such 
unlawful act or omission. 

If the person operating the vehicle at the time of the 
unlawful act or omission is not the owner or lessee of the 
vehicle, such person is fully authorized to accept the ci
tation and execute the promise to appear on behalf of 
the owner or lessee. [ 1980 c 104 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 148 § 
I; 1969 ex.s. c 69 § 1.) 

46.44.130 Farm implements--Gross weight and 
size limitation exception--Penalty. The limitations of 
RCW 46.44.010, 46.44.020, 46.44.030, and 46.44.041 
shall not apply to the movement of farm implements of 
less than forty-five thousand pounds gross weight, a to
tal length of seventy feet or less, and a total outside 
width of fourteen feet or less when being moved while 
patrolled, flagged, lighted, signed, and at a time of day 
in accordance with rules hereby authorized to be 
adopted by the department 0:· transportation and the 
statutes. Violation of a rule adopted by the depimment 
as authorized by this section C''. a term of this section is a 
traffic infraction. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 76; 1975-'76 2nd 
cx.s. c 64 § 20; 1975 1st cx.s. c 168 § 3; 1973 1st ex.s. c 
l § !. : 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowi~~- RCW 46.63.010. 

E-r:· .c:ive dates-Severability-1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64: See 
note, following RCW 46.16.070. 

Effective date--1975 1st ex.s. c 168: See note following RCW 
46.44.091. 

46.44.140 Farm implements--Spedal permits-
Penalty. In addition to any other special permits author
ized by law, special permits may be issued by the de
partment of transportation for a quarterly or annual 
perioc: upon such terms and :;o:1ditions as it shall find 
proper for :he movement oi' , : ) farm implements used 
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for the cutting or threshing of mature crops; or (2) other 
farm implements as may be identified by rule of the 
highway commission. Any farm implement moved under 
this section must have a gross weight less than forty-five 
thousand pounds and a total outside width of less than 
twenty feet while being moved and such movement must 
be patrolled, flagged, lighted, signed, at a time of day, 
and otherwise in accordance with rules hereby author
ized to be adopted by the department for the control of 
such movements. 

Applications for and permits issued under this section 
shall provide for a description of the farm implements to 
be moved, the approximate dates of movement, and the 
routes of movement so far as they are reasonably known 
to the applicant at the time of application, but the per
mit shall not be limited to these circumstances but shall 
be general in its application except as limited by the 
statutes and rules adopted by the department. 

A copy of the governing permit shall be carried on the 
farm implement being moved during the period of its 
movement. The department shall collect a fee as pro
vided in RCW 46.44.0941. 

Violation of a term or condition under which a permit 
was issued, or a rule adopted by the department as 
authorized by this section or a term of this section is a 
traffic infraction. [ I 979 ex.s. c 136 § 77; I 973 I st ex.s. c 
I § 2.) 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 139) 
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46.44.170 Mobile home movement special per
mit--County treasurer certification of taxes paid-
Vehicle license plates-Rules. (1) Any person moving 
a mobile home as defined in· RCW 46.04.302 upon pub
lic highways of the state must obtain a special permit 
from the department of transportatiqn and local author
ities pursuant to RCW 46.44.090 and 46.44.093 and 
shall pay the proper fee as prescribed by RCW 46.44-
.0941 and 46.44.096. 

(2) A special permit issued as provided in subsection 
( l) of this section for the movement of any mobile home 
shall not be valid until the county treasurer of the 
county in which the mobile home is located shall endorse 
or attach thereto his certificate that all property taxes 
due upon the mobile home being moved have been satis
fied: Provided, That endorsement or certification by the 
county treasurer is not required when a mobile home is 
to enter the state or is being moved from a manufacturer 
or distributor to a retail sales outlet or directly to the 
purchaser's designated location or between retail and 
sales outlets. It shall be the responsibility of the owner of 
the mobile home or his agent to obtain such endorse
ment from the county treasurer. 

(3) Nothing herein should be construed as prohibiting 
the issuance of vehicle license plates for a mobile home, 
but no such plates shall be issued unless the mobile 
home for which such plates are sought has been listed 
for property tax purposes in the county in which it is 
principally located and the appropriate fee for such li
cense has been paid. 

( 4) The department of transportation and local au
thorities are authorized to adopt reasonable rules for 
implementing the provisions of this section. [ 1980 c 152 
% l; 1977 ex.s. c 22 § 2.] 

Se"rability--1977 ex.s. c 22: See note following RCW 46.04.302. 

46.44.173 Notice to treasurer and assessor of county 
where mobile home to be located. fl) Upon validation of 
a special per:nit as provided in R CW 46.44.170, th<' 
county tre2.surer -;hall forward notice of movement of the 
mo')ile home to the treasurer's own county assessor and 
to the county assessor of the county in which the mobile 
home will be located. 

(2) When a single trip special permit not requi;·mg tax 
certification is issued, the highw2y ::ommission or local 
authority shall notify the assessor of the CC''J'1ty in which 
the ::1obile home is to be located and wb~n a continuous 
trip special permit is ·.1sed to tr?.nsro,' ? mobile home 
not requiring '. x certification, th:: :.. :;c,, ,rter shall no
:.ify the assessor of the coun~•.; 'n w11ic.:, ti1c mobile ~,ome 

[Title 46 RCW-p 140) 

is to be located: Provided, That notification shall not be 
necessary when the destination of a mobile home is a 
manufacturer, distributor, retailer, or location outside 
the state. 

(3) A notification under this section shall state the 
specific, residential destination of the mobile home. 
[ 1977 ex.s. c 22 § 3.) 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.03 I. 
Term "highway commission" means department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.015. 

Severability--1977 ex.s. c 22: See note following RCW 46.04.302. 

46.44.175 Penalties-Hearing. Failure of any per
son or agent acting for a person who causes to be moved 
or moves a mobile home as defined in RCW 46.04.302 
upon public highways of this state and failure to comply 
with any of t.he provisions of RCW 46.44.170 and 46-
.44.173 is a traffic infraction for which a penalty of not 
less than fifty dollars or more than one hundred dollars 
shall be assessed. In addition to the above penalty, the 
department of transportation or local authority may 
withhold issuance of a special permit or suspend a con
tinuous special permit as provided by RCW 46.44.090 
and 46.44.093 for a period of not less than thirty days. 

Any person or agent who is denied a special permit or 
whose special permit is suspended may upon request re
ceive a hearing before the department of transportation 
or the local authority having jurisdiction. The depart
ment or the local authority after such hearing may re
vise its previous action. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 78; 1977 ex.s. 
C 22 § 4.) 

Effecfoe date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

Severability--1977 ex.s. c 22: See note following RCW 46.04.302. 

46.44.180 Operation of mobile home pilot l'ehicle 
without insurance unlawful--Amounts--Excep
tion--Penalty. (1) It is unlawful for a person, other 
than an employee of a dealer or other principal licensed 
to transport mobile homes within this state acting within 
the course of employment with the principal, to operate 
a pilot vehicle accompanying ::: mobile home, as defined 
in RCW 46.04.302, being transported . on the public 
higfiways of this state. without maintaining insurance for 
the pilot vehicle in the minimum amounts of: 

(a) One hundred thousand dollars for bodily injury to 
or death of one person in any one accident; 

(b) Three: hundred thousand dollars for bodily injury 
to or dea·. · of two 0r more ricrsons in any one accident; 
and 

(c) Fifty thousand dollars for damage to or destruc
tion of property of uthers in any one accident. 

f2\ Satisfactory evic.ence of the insurance shall be 
carried at a]] tim1.::s by the operator of the pilot vehicle, 
which evidence shall be displayed upon demand by a po
lice officer. 

(3) Failure to maintain the insurance as required by 
this section is a gross misdemeanor. F;~'iwe to carry or 
disclose the evidence of the insurance is a misdemeanor. 
P980 c 153 § 3.] 
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Chapter 46.48 
TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

(Formerly: Safety) 

46.48.170 State patrol authority over transport of 
hazardous materials--Rules anci regulations. The 
Washington state patrol acting by and through the chief 
of the Washington state patrol shall have the authority 
to adopt and enforce the regulations promulgated by the 
United States department of transportation, Title 49 
CFR parts I 00 through 199, transportation of hazardous 
materials, as these regulations apply to motor carriers. 
"Motor carrier" means any person engaged in the trans
portation of passengers or property operating interstate 
and intrastate upon the public highways of this state, 
except farmers. The chief of the Washington state patrol 
s!1all confer with the committee created by RCW 46.48-
.190 and may make rules and regulations pertaining 
thereto, sufficient to protect persons and property from 
unreasonable risk of harm or damage. The chief of the 
Washington state patrol and the committee shall estab
lish such additional rules not inconsistent with Title 49 
CFR parts 100 through 199, transportation of hazardous 
materials, which for compelling reasons make necessary 
the reduction of risk associated with the transportatiort 
of hazardous materials. No such rules may lessen a 
standard of care; however, the chief of the Washington 
state patrol may after conferring with the committee es
tablish a rule imposing a more stringent standard of 
care. The chief of the Washington state patrol shall ap
point the necessary qualified personnel to carry out the 
provisions of RCW 46.48.170 through 46.48.190. [ 1980 
c 20 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.170. Prior: 1951 c 102 § l; 
1949 c 101 § l; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-63a.] 
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46.52.010 Duty on striking unattended car or other 
property--Penalty. The operator of any vehicle which 
collided with any other vehicle which is unattended shall 
immediately stop and shall then and there either locate 
and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of the 
name and address of the operator and owner of the ve
hicle striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a 
conspicuous place in the vehicle struck a written notice, 
giving the name and address of the operator and of the 
owner of the vehicle striking such other vehicle. 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident re
sulting only in damage to property fixed or placed upon 
or adjacent to any public highway shall take reasonable 
steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge 
of such property of such fact and of the name and ad
dress of the operator and owner of the vehicle striking 
such property, or shall leave in a conspicuous place upon 
the property struck a written notice, giving the name 
and address of the operator and of the owner of the ve
hicle so striking the property, and such person shall fur
ther make report of such accident as in the case of other 
accidents upon the public highways of this state. Any 
person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 79; 1961 c 12 § 46-
.52.010. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 133; RRS § 6360-133; 
1927 c 309 § 50, part; RRS § 6362-50, part.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offeme cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person violating duty on striking unattended vehicle or other 

property: RCW 10.31.100. 

46.52.020 Duty in case of injury to or death of per
son or damage to attended ,ehicle or other property-
Penalty. (1) A driver of ·any vehicle involved in an acci
dent resulting in the injury to or death of any person 
shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as oossible but shall then 
forthwith return to, and in every event remain at, the 
scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the require
ments ofsubsection (3) of this section; every such stop 
shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is 
necessary. 

(2) The driver of any vel-iic!e involved in an accident 
resulting only in damage to a vehicle whic1•· is driven or 
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attended by any person or damage to other property 
shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as possible and shall forth
with return to, and in any even_t shall remain at, the 
scene of such acuient until he has fulfilled the require
ments of subsection (3) of this section; every such stop 
shall be made without obstructing traffic more than is 
necessary. 

(3) Unles~ otherwise provided in subsection (7) of this 
section the driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person or damage 
to any vehicle which is driven.or attended by any person 
or damage to other property shall give his name, ad
dress, and vehicle license number and shall exhibit his 
vehicle driver's license to any person struck or injured or 
the driver or any occupant of, or any person attending, 
any such vehicle collided with and shall render to any 
person injured in such accident reasonable assistance, 
including the carrying or the making of arrangements 
for the carrying of such person to a physician or hospital 
for medical treatment if it is apparent that such treat
ment is necessary or if such carrying is requested by the 
injured· person or on his behalf. Under no circumstances 
shall the rendering of assistance or other compliance 
with the provisions of this subsection be evidence of the 
liability of any driver for such accident. 

(4) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection 
(I) of this section failing to stop or comply with any of 
the requirements of subsection (3) of this section under 
said circumstances shall be guilty of a class C felony 
and, upon conviction, be punished pursuant to RCW 
9A.20.020: Provided, That this provision shall not apply 
to any person injured or incapacitated by such accident 

' to the extent of being physically incapable of complying 
herewith. 

(5) Any driver covered by the provisions of subsection 
(2) of this section failing to stop or to comply with any 
of the requirements of subsection (3) of this section un
der said circumstances shall be guilty of a gross misde
meanor and, upon conviction, be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than 
one year or by a fine of not less than one hundred dol
lars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment: Provided, That this provision 
shall not apply to any person injured or incapacitated by 
such accident to the extent of being physically incapable 
of complying herewith. 

(6) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege to drive of any person convicted under this sec
tion or any local ordinance consisting of substantially the 
same language as this section of failure to stop and give 
information or render aid following an accident with any 
vehicle driven or attended by any person shall be re
voked by the department. · 

(7) If none of the persons specified are in condition to 
receive the information to which they otherwise would 
be entitled under subsection (3) of this section, and no 
police officer is present, the driver of any vehicle in
volved in such accident after fulfil;: ;·,g all 0th er require
ments of subsections (I) and (3) of this section insofar 
as possible on his part to be performed, shall forthwith 
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report such accident to the nearest office of the duly 
authorized police authority and submit thereto the in
formation. ~pccified in subsection (3) of this section. 
[ I 980 c 97 § I; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 80; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. 
c 18 §I.Prior: 1975 1st ex.s. c 210 § I; 1975 c 62 § 14; 
I 96 7 c 32 § 53; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.020; prior: 1937 c 189 
§ 134; RRS § 6360-134; 1927 c 309 § 50, part; RRS § 
6362-50, part.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-· -JCrR 2.09. 
Effecti,e date---1980 c 97: "This 1980 act shall take effect on· 

July I, 1980." [1980 c 97 § 3.] 
Effective date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol~ 

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

Arrest of person violating duty in case of injury to or death of person 
or damage to attended vehicle: RCW JO.JI.JOO. 

46.52.030 Accident reports. ( 1) The driver of any 
vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or 
death of any person or damage to the property of any 
one person to an apparent extent of three hundred dol
lars or more, shall, within twenty-four hours after such 
accident, make a written report of such accident to the· 
chief of police of the city or town if such accident oc
curred within an incorporated city or town or the county 
sheriff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside 
incorporated cities and towns. 

(2) If such accident was not investigated by a law en
forcement officer, the original of such report shall be 
immediately forwarded by the authority receiving such 
report to the chief of the Washington state patrol at 
Olympia,• Washington, and the second copy of such re
port to be forwarded to the department of licensing at 
Olympia, Washington. 

(3) If such accident was investigated by a law en
forcement officer, the original of each driver's report re
quired by subsection (I) of this section shall be retained 
by the local law enforcement agency where the accident 
occurred, and the second copy shall be forwarded to the 
department of licensing at Olympia, Washington. 

· (4) Any law enforcement officer who investigates an 
accident for which a driver's report is required under 
subsection ( 1) of this section shall submit an investiga
tor's report as required by RCW 46'.52.070. 

(5) The chief of the Washington state patrol may re
quire any driver of any vehicle involved in an ac;cident, 
of which report must be made as provided in this sec
tion, to file supplemental reports whenever the original 
report in his opinion is insufficient, and may likewise re
quire witnesses of any such accident to render reports. 
For this purpose, the chief of the Washington state pa
trol· shall prepare and., upon request, supply to any police 
department, coroner. sheriff, and any other suitable 
agency or individual, sample forms of accident reports 
required hereunder, which reports shall be upon a form 
devised by the chief of the Washington sfate patrol and 
shall call for sufficiently detailed information to disclose 
all material facts with reference to the accident to be 
reported thereon, including the location, the cause, the 
conditions then existing, and the persons and vehicles 
involved, personal injury or death, if any, the amounts of 
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property damage claimed, the total number of vehicles 
involved, whether the vehicles were legally parked, le-

•-gally standing, or moving, and whether such vehicles 
were occupied at the time of the accident. Every re
quired accident report shall be made on a form pre
scribed by the chief of the Washington state patrol and 
each authority charged with the duty of receiving such 
reports shall provide sufficient report forms in compli
ance with the form devised. The report forms shall be 
designated so as to provide that a copy may be retained 
by the reporting person. [ 1981 c 30 § 1; 1979 c 158 § 
160; 1979 c 11 § 2. Prior: 1977 ex.s. c 369 § 2; 1977 
ex.s. c 68 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 40 § 2; 1967 c 32 § 54; 1965 
ex.s. c 119 § I; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.030; prior: 1943 c 154 
§ 1; 1937 c 189 § 135; RRS § 6360-135.] 

46.52.040 Accident reports--Report when opera
tor disabled. Whenever the driver of the vehicle involved 
in any accident, concerning which accident report is re
quired, is physically incapable of making the required 
accident report and there is another occupant other than 
a passenger for hire therein; in the vehicle at the time of 
the accident capable of making a report, such occupant 
shall make or cause to be made such report. Upon re
covery such driver shall make such report in the manrier 
required by law. [1967 c 32 § 55; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.040. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 136; RRS § 6360-136.] 
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46.52.070 Police officer's report. Any police officer 
of the state of Washington or of any county, city, town 
or other political subdivision, present at the scene of any 
accident or in possession of any facts concerning any ac
cident whether by way of official investigation or other
wise shall make report thereof in the same manner as 
required of the parties to such accident and as fully as 
the facts in his possession concerning such accident will 
permit. [1967 c 32 § 57; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.070. Prior: 
1937 c 189 § 139; R.RS § 6360-139.] 

46.52.080 Confidentiality of reports--Information 
required to be disclosed--Evidence. All required acci
dent reports and supplemental reports and copies thereof 
shall be without prejudice to the individual so reporting 
and shall be for the confidential use of the county pros
ecuting attorney and chief of police or county sheriff, as 
the case may be, and the director of iicensing and the 
chief of th•~ Washington state patrol, and other officer or 
commission as authorized by law. ';'.XCept that any such 
officer shall disclose the names and addresses of persons 
n.:p1>rtc<l as invo!vc<l in an ,H.:cidc11l or as witm;sscs 
thereto, the vehicle license plate numbers and descrip
tions of vehicles involved, and· the date. time and loca
tion of an accident, to any person who may have a 
proper interest therein, including the driver or drivers 
involved, or the legal guardian thereof, the parent of a 
minor driver, any oerson injured therein, the owner of 
vehicles or_ property damaged thereby. or any a,,,_horized 
representative of such an interested party, or the attor
ney or insurer there ,f '\/0. suer. accident report or copy 
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thereof shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or 
criminal, arising out of an accident, except that any of
ficer above named for receiving accident reports shall 
furnish, upon demand of any person who has, or who 
claims to have, made such a report, or, upon demand of 
any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident 
report has or has not been made to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol solely to prove a compliance or 
a failure to comply with the requirement that such a re
port be made in the manner required by law: Provided, 
That the reports may be used as evidence when neces
sary to prosecute charges filed in connection with a vio
lation of RCW 46.52.088. [1979 c 158 § 162; 1975 c 62 
§ 15; 1967 c 32 § 58; 1965 ex.s. c 119 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 
46.52.080. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 140; RRS § 6360-140.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.52.088 Reports--False information. A person 
shall not give information in oral or written reports as 
required in chapter 46.52 RCW knowing that such in
formation IM false. [1975 c 62 § 16.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.52,090 Reports of major repairs, restorations, or 
alterations--Violations, penalties--Rules--Ex
ceptions for older vehicles. Any person, firm, corpora
tion, or association engaged in the business of repairs of 
any kind to vehicles or any person, firm, corporation, or 
association which may at any time engage in any kind of 
major repair, restoration, or substantial alteration to a 
vehicle required to be licensed or registered under this 
title shall maintain verifiable records regarding the 
source of used major component parts used i'i1 such re
pairs, restoration, or alteration. Satisfactory records in
clude but are not limited to personal identification of the 
seller if such parts were acquired from other than a mo
tor vehicle wrecker licensed under chapter 46.80 RCW, 
signed work orders, and bills of sale signed by the seller 
whose identity and address has been verified describing 
parts acquired, and the make, model, and vehicle identi
fication number of a vehicle from which the following 
parts are removed: ( 1) Engines and short blocks, C: .· 
frames, (3) transmissions and transfer cases, (4) cabs, 
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(5) doors, ( 6) front or rear differentials, (7) front or rear 
clips, (8) quarter panels or fenders, (9) bumpers, (IO) 
truck beds or boxes, ( 11) seats, and (l 2) hoods. Such 
records shall be kept for a period of four years and shall 
be made available for inspection by a law enforcement 
officer during ordinary business hours. 

The acquisition of a part without a substantiating bili 
of sale or invoice from the parts supplier or failure to 
comply with any rules adopted under this section is a 
gross misdemeanor. Failure to obtain the vehicle identi
fication number for those parts requiring that it be ob
tained is a gross misdemeanor. Failure to keep records 
for four years or to make such records available during 
normal business hours to a law enforcement officer is a 
gross misdemeanor. 

The chief of the Washingtor. state patrol shall adopt 
rules for the purpose of regulating record-keeping and 
parts acquisition by vehicle repairers, restorers, rebuild
ers, or those who perform substantial vehicle alterations. 
The provisions of this section do not apply to major re
.pair, restoration, or alteration of a vehicle thirty years of 
age or older. ['1983 c 142 § l; 1967 c 32 § 59; 1961 c 12 
§ 46.52.090. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 141; RRS § 6360-141.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

46.52.100 Record of traffic charges--Reports of 
official actions by courts--Venue in justice courts
Driving under influence of liquor or drugs while license 
suspended or revoked, penalty. Every justice of the peace, 
police judge, and clerk of superior· court shall keep or 
cause to be kept a record of every traffic complaint, 
traffic citation, notice of infraction, or other legal form 
of traffic charge deposited with or presented to said jus
tice of the peace, police judge, superior court, or a traffic 
violations bureau, and shall keep a record of every offi
cial action by said court or its traffic violations bureau 
in reference thereto, including but not limited to a 
record of every conviction, forfeiture of bail, judgment of 
acquittal, finding that a traffic infraction has been com
mitted, dismissal of a notice of infraction, and the 
amount of fine, forfeiture, or penalty resulting from ev
ery said traffic complaint, citation, .or notice of infrac
tion deposited with or presented to the justice of the 
peace, police judge, superior court, or traffic violations 
bureau. 

The Monday following the conviction, forfeiture of 
bail, or finding that a traffic infraction was committed 
for violation of any provisions of this chapter or other 
law regulating the operating of vehicles on highways, 
every said magistrate of the court or clerk of the court of 
record in which such conviction was had, bail was for
feited, or the finding made shall prepare and immedi
ately forward to the director of licensing at Olympia an 
abstract of the record of said court covering the case, 
which abstract must be certified by the person so re
quired to prepare the same to be true and correct. Re
port need not be made of any finding involving the 
illegal· parking or standing of a vehicle. 

Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished by 
the director and shall include the name and address of 
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the party charged, the number, if any, of his driver's or 
chauffeur's license, the registration number of the vehi
cle involved, the nature of the offense, the date of hear
ing, the plea, the judgment, whether bail forfeited, 
whether the determination that a traffic infraction was 
committed was contested, and the amount of the fine, 
forfeiture, or penalty as the case may be. 

Every court of record shall also forward a like report 
to the director upon the conviction of any person of 
manslaughter or other felony in the commission of which 
a vehicle was used. 

The failure of any such judicial officer to comply with 
any of the requirements of this section shall constitute 
misconduct in office and shall be grounds for removal 
therefrom. 

The director shall keep all abstracts received hereun
der at his office in Olympia and the same shall be open 
to public inspection during reasonable business hours. 

Venue in all justice courts shall be before one of the 
two nearest justices of the peace in incorporated cities 
and towns nearest to the point the violation allegedly 
occurred: Provided, That in counties of class A and of 
the first class such cases may be tried in the county seat 
at. the request of the defendant. 

It shall be the duty of the officer, prosecuting attor
ney, or city attorney signing the charge or information in 
any case involving a charge of driving under the influ
ence of intoxicating liquor or any drug immediately to 
make request to the director for an abstract of convic
tions and forfeitures which the director shall furnish. 

If the driver at the time of the offense charged was 
without a driver's license because of a previous suspen
sion or revocation, the minimum mandatory jail sentence 
and fine shall be ninety days in the county jail and a two 
hundred dollar fine. The penalty so imposed shall not be 
·suspended. [ 1983 c 2 § 12. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c 176 § 4; 
1979 ex. sess. c 136 § 81; 1979 c 158 § 163; 1967 c 32 § 
60; 1961 c 12 § 46.52.100; prior: 1955 c 393 § 2; 1949 c 
196 § 15; 1937 c 189 § 142; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 
6360-142.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Severability-1983 c 2: See note following RCW 18.71.030. 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 
46.61.502. 

Effec!ive date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
i.o,,1ng. RCW 46.63.010. 
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46.S2.104 Registered owner transferring vehicle re
lieved of liability upon compliance with section. A regis
tered owner transferring a motor vehicle shall be 
relieved from personal liability under RCW 46.52. l 06, 
46.52.111, 46.52.112, 46.52.117, and 46.52.190 if within 
five days of the transfer he transmits to the department 
of licensing, on a form prescribed by the director of li
censing, notice that he has transferred his interest in the 
vehicle, the name of the transferee, and the date on 
which the transaction was made. [ 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 8; 
1979 c 158 § 164; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 39.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590, 

46.52.106 Owner of record presumed liable for costs 
when vehicle or hulk abandoned--Exception. When 
any vehicle or hulk is left on the highway such that the 
vehicle or hulk may be removed under RCW 46.52.170 
through 46.52.190 or 46.61.565 there is a prima facie 
presumption that the last owner of record is responsible 
for such action and thus liable for any costs incurred in 
removing, storing and disposing of such vehicle or hulk. 
A registered owner who has complied with the require
ments of RCW 46.52.104 in the transfer of ownership of 
the yehicle or hulk shall be relieved of liability under 
this section and under RCW 46.52.190. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
178 § 9; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 40; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 4.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61 .590. 

46.52.108 Registration certificate for disposal of ve
hicles and hulks-Required, penalty--Applica
tion--Bond--F ee--lnsurance----Suspension or 
revocation-Compliance with state and local rules re
quired. ( l) Any registered disposer as defined in this 
chapter who engages in removing, storing, or disposing 
of vehicles, abandoned vehicles, or abandoned vehicle 
hulks without having first applied for and received a 
registration certificate from the departm,·nt of licensing 
authorizing him to engage in such activities is guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. 
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(2) Application for an abandoned vehicle disposer 
registration shall be made on forms furnished by the de
partment of licensing and shall be signed by the appli
cant or his agent and shall include the following 
information: 

(a) Name and address of the person, firm, parfner
ship, association, or corporation under the name the 
business is to be conducted; 

(b) Names and addresses of all persons having an in
terest in the business, or if the owner is a corporation, 
the names and addresses of the officers of the corpora
tion; and 

(c) A certificate of approval from either the chief of 
police of any city or town .having a population over five 
thousand persons or, in all other instances, from a mem
ber of the Washington state patrol certifying that: 

(i) The applicant has an established pface of business 
at the address shown on the application; 

(ii) The place of business has adequate and secure 
storage facilities accessible to the public where vehicles 
and their contents can be properly stored and protected; 
and 

(iii) Any other information the department may 
require. 

(3) Before issuing a license to a registered disposer the 
department shall require the applicant to file with the 
department a surety bond in the amount of three thou
sand dollars running to the state and executed by a 
surety company authorized to do business in the state. 
Such bonds shall be approved as to form by the attorney 
general and conditioned that such registered disposer 
shall conduct his business in conformity with the provi
sions of this chapter pertaining to vehicles, abandoned 
vehicles, or abandoned vehicle hulks, and to compensate 
any person, company, or the. state for failure to comply 
with this chapter. or for fraud, negligence, or misrepre
sentation in the handling of these vehicles. Injured par
ties shall have the right to institute an action for 
recovery against the registered disposer and the surety 
upon the bond. Successive recoveries against the bond 
shall be permitted but the aggregate liability of the 
surety to all persons shall in no event exceed the amount 
of the bond. Upon exhaustion of the penalty of the bond 
or cancellation of the bond by the surety, the registration 
of the disposer shall automatically be canceled .. 

(4) (a) Each original application shall be accompa
nied by a fee of five dollars. If the application is ap
proved the department shall forward the fee. to the state 
treasurer for deposit in the motor vehicle fund. The de
partment shall forward a· license to the registered dis
poser which shall be prominently displayed to signify 
that he is authorized to do business as a registered 
disposer. 

(b) A license issued to a registered disposer shall re
main in force until suspended, revoked, canceied for 
bond expiration, or canceled for insurance expiration. 

(c) Whenever a registered disposer has had a bond or 
insurance canceled, a license suspended or revoked, or 
has ceased to do business, the license shall be immedi
ately surrendered to the department. 
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(5) Each registered disposer shall carry insurance in 
such amount proportional to the size of the registered 
disposer's business as the department may by rule re
quire to protect against vehicle damage, including but 
not limited to fire and theft, from the time a vehicle 
comes into his custody until it is sold or reclaimed. Each 
registered disposer shall also carry at least fifty thousand 
dollars of liability insurance for property damage or 
bodily injury. 

(6) The director may by order suspend or revoke the 
license for any registration as a registered disposer if he 
finds that the registrant has not complied with or is not 
complying with any law, rule, or regulation relative to 
the handling or disposition of vehicles, abandoned vehi
cles, or abandoned vehicle hulks, or has been adjudged 
guilty of violating any such law, rule, or regulation. For 
the purpose of this section, the term adjudged guilty 
means, in addition to a final conviction in either a state 
or municipal court, an unvacated forfeiture of bail or 
collateral deposited to secure a defendant's appearance 
in court, the payment of a fine, a plea of guilty, or a 
finding of guilt regardless of whether the imposition of 
sentence is deferred or the penalty is suspended. 

(7) Any registered disposer under contract to a· city or 
county for the impounding of v.ehicles shall comply with 
such administrative regulations relative to the handling 
and disposing of vehicles as may be promulgated by such 
city or county and as hereinafter set forth. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
178 § 10; 1979 c 158 § 165; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 44; 1969 
ex.s. c 42 § 5.] 
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46.52.111 Removal and storage of vehicle or 
h,ulk-Lien--Notices-Contents--Failure by 
d(sposer to comply with time limits-Redeeming of 
i~pounded vehicles, payment. ( 1) A registered disposer 
shfill take custody of any vehicle or hulk placed in his 
cu~tody by a law enforcement officer pursuant to RCW 
46.61.565 or 46.52.180 and shall remove the vehicle or 
hulk to the established place of business of the registered 
disposer where the vehicle or hulk shall be stored, and 
the {egistered disposer shall have a lien upon the vehicle 
or hulk for services provided in the towing and storage of 
the vehicle or hulk, unless the impoundment is deter
mined to have been invalid. However the lien does not 
apply to personal property in or upon the vehicle which 
personal property is not permanently attached to or is 
not an integral part of the vehicle. The registered dis
poser shall also have a claim against the l.ast registered 
owner of the vehicle or hulk for services provided in the 
towing and storage of the vehicle or hulk, not to exceed 
the sum of two hundred dollars, unless the removal is 
determined to be invalid. A registered owner who has 
complied with RCW 46.52.104 in the transfer of owner
ship of t[1e vehicle or hulk shall be relieved of liability 
under this section. 

(2) Within twenty-four hours after receiving custody 
of the vehicle or hulk from the law enforcement officer, 
the registered disposer shall give notice of his custody to 
the department of licensing and the Washington state 
patrol. If a vehicle impounded from private property 
pursuant to this chapter is in the custody of a registered 
disposer and remains unclaimed after seventy-two hours, 
the registered disposer shall without undue delay giv(: 
notice of his custody to the department. The department 
shall supply the last known names and addresses of reg
istered and legal owners of the vehicle as the name~ ·rnd 
addresses appear on the records of :i1e department to .he 
registered disposer on request without charge in those 
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cases where the information was not given to the regis
tered disposer by the law enforcement officer. 

(3) Within three days after receiving the names and 
addresses of the owners from the department or the law 
enforcement officer, the registered disposer shall send a 
notice to the registered and legal owners of the vehicle to 
the last known addresses of the owners as the addresses 
appear on the records of the department by certified or 
registered mail, return receipt requested. The notice 
shall contain a description of the vehicle or hulk includ
ing its license number and vehicle identification number 
and shall state the amount due the registered disposer 
for services in the towing and storage of the vehicle or 
hulk and the time and place of public sale if the amount 
remains unpaid or if possession of the vehicle is not 
otherwise regained pursuant to RCW 46.52.200. The 
notice shall not be sent if the registered owner has re
gained possession of the vehicle pursuant to RCW 46-
.52.200. If the vehicle is sold pursuant to this chapter, a 
copy of the notice with proof of mailing shall be retained 
in the registered disposer's files and available for inspec
tion for a period of three years from the date of sale. 

( 4) The failure of the registered disposer to comply 
with the time limits provided in this chapter shall limit 
the accumulation of storage charges to five days except 
where delay is unavoidable. The providing of incorrect 
or incomplete identifying information to the department 
in the abandoned vehicle report shall be considered a 
failure to comply with these time limits if correct infor
mation is available. 

(5) Impounded vehicles shall be redeemed only by the 
legal or registered owner, a person authorized by the 
registered owner, or one who has purchased a vehicle 
from the registered owner, who produces proof of own
ership or authorization and signs a receipt therefor. 

(6) Any person redeeming an impounded vehicle shall 
pay to the towing contractor the costs of impoundment 
before redeeming the vehicle. However, ~he county, city, 
or town with jurisdiction over the impoundment may 
authorize release before payment of the towing or im
poundment fees if the owner requests a hearing as to the 
propriety of the impoundment. The towing contractor 
shall accept . cash, major bank .credit cards, certified 
bl:1-nk drafts, money orders, and personal checks drawn 
on in-state banks in payment for these costs. If such a 
personal check is offered in payment, the person offering 
the check may be required to show evidence of his or her 
identity by two pieces of identification which may in
clude a driver's license, Washington state identification 
card issued by the department of licensing, other credit 
cards, or similar forms of identification. If the contractor 
has reasonable cause to believe the tendered check is 
uncollectible under standards adopted by the county, 
city, or town with jurisdiction over the impoundment, 
acceptance of the check may be refused. If the vehicle 
was impounded at the direction of a law enforcement 
officer and any personal check or promissory note is 
su.bsequently not paid or is dishonored, the drawer of the 
check or maker of the note shall be liable to the towing 
firm that has provided service for damages in the 
amount of twice the towing and storage fees, plus costs 
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and reasonable attorney's fees. [ 1983 c 274 § I; 1979 
ex.s. c 178 § 12; 1979 c 158 § 16.7; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 
41; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 7.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.112 Sale of unclaimed vehicle or hulk-
Procedure---Proceeds--Deficiency. If, after the ex
piration of fifteen days from the date of mailing of no
tice to the registered and legal owner, the vehicle or hulk 
remains unclaimed and has not been listed as a stolen or 
recovered vehicle, then the registered disposer having 
custody of such vehicle or hulk shall conduct a sale of 
the same at public auction after having first published a 
notice of the date, place ·and time of such auction in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which 
the vehicie is located not less than three days before the 
date of such auction. 

Such vehicle or hulk shall be sold at such auction to 
the highest bidder. The proceeds of such sale, after de
ducting the towing and storage charges due the regis
tered disposer, including the cost of sale, which shall be 
computed as in a public auction sale of personal prop
erty by the sheriff, shall be certified one-half to the 
county treasurer of the county in which the vehicle is lo
cated to be credited to the county current expense fund, 
an.d one-half to the state treasurer to be credited to the 
highway safety fund. If the amount bid at the auction is 
insufficient to compensate the registered disposer for his 
towing and storage charges and the cost of sale, such 
registered disposer shall be entitled to assert a claim for 
any deficiency, not to exceed two hundred dollars less 
the amount bid at the auction, against the last registered 
owner of such vehicle or hulk. A registered owner who 
has complied with RCW 46.52. l 04 in the transfer of 
ownership of the vehicle or hulk shall be relieved of lia
bility under this section. 

After the public auction and sale of any vehicle or 
hulk as in this section provided, and after an application 
for certificate of title accompanied by applicable fees 
and taxes and supported by an appropriate affidavit re
citing compliance with the procedures of this chapter has 
been submitted, !.he department of licensing shall issue a 
certificate of title showing ownership of the vehicle or 
hulk in the nr.me of the successful bidder at such auc
tion. The issuance of Sl!ch certificate of title by the de
partment shall terminate any and all rights or claims of 
prior lienholders and all rights of former owners in and 
to such vehicle or hulk. . 

The department shall establish such additional ad
ministrative rules and regulations, not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this chapter, as may be necessary to 
facilitate the disposition of vehicles and hulks in those 
instances where the ownership of such a vehicle or hulk 
is not known. [1979 ex.s. c 178 § 13; 1979 c 158 § 168; 
1969 ex.s. c 281 § .<?,: 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 8.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.113 Vehicle left in garage for storage-
When deemed abandoned-.. 1'1otice,;;--Disposal. Any 
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vehicle left in a garage for storage more than five days 
where the same has not been left by the registered owner 
under a contract of storage and has not during such pe
riod been removed by a person leaving the same shall be 
an abandoned vehicle and notice shall be given to the 
registered and legal owner and to the chief of the 
Washington state patrol and to the department of li
censing of the existence of such abandoned vehicle. Any 
garage keeper failing to report such fact to the chief of 
the Washington state patrol and the department within 
ten days after the commencement of such storage shall 
forfeit any claim for the storage of such vehicle. All such 
vehicles considered abandoned by being left in a garage 
shall be disposed of by the garage keeper, if such keeper 
is a registered abandoned vehicle disposer, in accordance 
with the procedure prescribed in RCW 46.52.111 and 
46.52.112. 

Except for the forfeiture of claim for storage as set 
forth herein for failure to report vehicles left in excess of 
five days, nothing in this section shall be construed to 
impair any lien for storage accruing to a garage keeper 
under other law of this state. [I 979 ex.s. c 178 § 14; 
1979 c 158 § 169; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 9.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.114 Registered disposer's lien--Unclaimed 
vehicle deemed abandoned. A registered disposer, regis
tered and bonded in accordance with RCW 46.52.108, 
who shall tow, transport, or store any vehicle whether by 
contract or at the direction of any public officer, shall 
have a• lien upon the vehicle but not upon the personal 
items within the vehicle so long as the vehicle remains in 
his possession, for the charges for towing, transportation 
or storage; except that if the removal of the vehicle is 
determined to be invalid, the registered disposer shall 
only have a lien for the charges that accrue after the 
determination of invalidity. If a vehicle remains un
claimed for five days, it may be deemed abandoned and 
subject to the provisions of RCW 46.52.111 and 46.52-
.112. [1979 ex.s. C 178 § 15; 1969 CX.S. C 42 § 10.] 

Severabilitv-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. . 

46.52.116 City or county ordinances for disposition 
of abandoned vehicles authorized--Processing of im
pounded vehicles. A city or county may adopt an ordi
nance or resolution establishing procedures for the 
disposition of abandoned vehicles. Any vehicle im
pounded pursuant to an ordinance or resolution of any 
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city or county shall be processed in the manner provided 
in RCW 46.52.11 ! and 46.52.112. [ 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 
17; 1979 c 158 § 171; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 11.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.117 City or county ordinances for abatement 
and removal of abandoned vehicles or hulks on private 
property authorized--Contents. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, a city, town, or county may adopt 
an ordinance establishing procedures for the abatement 
and removal as public nuisances of abandoned, wrecked, 
dismantled, or inoperative vehicles or automobile hulks 
or parts thereof from private property not including 
highways. Costs of removal may be assessed against the 
last registered owner of the vehicle or automobile hulk if 
the identity of such owner can be determined, unless 
such owner in the transfer of ownership of such vehicle 
or automobile hulk has complied with RCW 46.52.104, 
or the costs may be assessed against the owner of the 
property on which the vehicle is stored. 

Such ordinance shall contain: 
(1) A provision requiring notice to the last registered 

owner of record and the property owner of record that a 
public hearing may be requested before the governing 
body of the city, town or county as designated by the 
governing body, and that if no hearing is requested, the 
vehicle or automobile hulk will be removed. 

(2) A provision requiring that if a request for a hear
ing is received, a notice giving the time, location and 
date of such hearing on the question of abatement and 
removal of the vehicle or part thereof as a public nui
sance shall be mailed, by certified or registered mail, 
with a five-day return requested, to the owner of the 
land as shown on the last equalized assessment roll and 
to the last registered and legal owner of record unless 
the vehicle is in such condition that identification num
bers are not available to determine ownership. 

(3) A provision that the ordinance shall not apply to 
(a) a vehicle or part thereof which is completely en
closed withir a building in a lawful manner where it is 
not visible from the street or other public or private 
property or (b) a vehicle or part thereof which is stored 
or parked in a lawful manner on private property in 
connection with the business of a licensed dismantler, li
censed vehicle dealer, fenced according to the provisions 
of RCW 46.80.130. 

(4) A provision that the owner of the land on which 
the vehicle is located may appear in person at the hear
ing or present a written statement in tir::i: for considera
tion at the hearing, and deny responsibility for the 
presence of the vehicle on the land, with his reasons for 
such denial. If it is determined at the hearing that the 
vehicle was placed on the land without the consent of the 
landowner and that he has not subseque ,tly acquiesced 
in its presence, then the local agency shall not assess 
costs of administration or removal of the vehicle against 
the property upon w·1ich the vehicle is located or other
wise attempt '.0 collect such cost from the owner. 

[Title 46 RCW-p ISO) 

(5) A provision that after notice has been given of the 
intent of the city, town or county to dispose of the vehi
cle and after a hearing, if requested, has been held, the 
vehicle or part thereof, shall be removed, at the request 
of a law enforcement officer, and disposed of to a li
censed auto wrecker with notice to the Washington state 
patrol and the department of licensing that the vehicle 
has been wrecked. The city, town or county may operate 
such a disposal site when its governing body determines 
that commercial channels of disposition are not available 
or are inad~quate, and it may make final disposition of 
such vehicles or parts, or may transfer such vehicle or 
parts to another governmental body provided such dis
posal shall be only as scrap. [ 1979 c 158 § 172; 1969 
ex.s. c 281 § 43; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 12.] 

46.52.118 Removal of abandoned vehicle or hulk 
from real property--Disposal. Any person having pos
session or control of real property who finds an aban
doned vehicle or abandoned vehicle hulk as defined in 
RCW 46.52.102 standing upon that property is author
ized to have the vehicle or hulk removed by a person 
properly registered pursuant to RCW 46.52. l 08. The 
vehicle shall be disposed of in accordance with the pro
cedure prescribed in RCW 46.52.1194 and 46.52.1195. 

A vehicle trespassing on family residential private 
property or posted private property as defined in RCW 
46.52.119 or 46.52.1192 without the consent of the 
property owner may be impounded immediately in ac
cordance with the procedures set forth in this chapter. 
[1983 c 274 § 2; 1975 1st ex.s. c 281 § I.] 

Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 281: "If any provision of this 1975 
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provi
sion to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [ I 975 I st ex.s. 
C 281 § 8.] 

46.52.119 Unauthorized vehicles-Removal from 
family residential property. Whenever any owner or per
son having possession or control of family residential 
property finds a vehicle other than an abandoned vehicle 
as defined in RCW 46.52.102 standing upon such prop
erty without his consent, he is authorized to have such 
vehicle removed from such property and stored or held 
for its owner. ['I 975 1st ex.s. c 281 · § 2: 1969 ex.s. c 208 
§ L] 

Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW 
46.52.118. 

46.52.1192 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from 
other private property--Posting requirements. No per
son shall have the right to tow, remove, impound or 
otherwise disturb any motor vehicle other than an aban
doned vehicle as defined in RCW 46.52.102, which may 
be parked, stalled or otherwise left on private property, 
other than family residential property, owned or con
trolled by such person. unless there is posted on or near 
the property in a clearly conspicuous location a sign or 
notice in compliance with rules and regulations of the 
director of licensing providing for, without limitation, 
specifications for signs and posting thereof by persons 
intending to have unauthorized vehic!' .. S removed from 

(1983 Ed.) 



'.,~-: 

• Accidents--Repo-t Abandoned Vehicles • 46.52.1195 

property other than family residential property. Such 
regulations shall provide for notification to any person of 
the intent of the property holder to remove any unau
thorized vehicles and sufficient information to assist in 
t_he prompt recovery of any vehicle removed. Such regu
lations shall require as a minimum that the language on 
any such sign provide: 

(I) Notice that unauthorized vehicles will be removed; 
(2) The name, telephone number and location of the 

towing firm authorized to remove vehicles. [ l 979 c 158 
§ 173; 1975 1st ex.s. c 281 § 3.) 

Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW 
46.52.118. 

46.52.1194 Unauthorized vehicles--Removal from 
private property--Duties required of towing firm--· 
Lien--Penalty for noncompliance. ( l) Any towing 
firm removing vehicles from private property pursuant to 
RCW 46.52.118, 46.52.119, or 46.52.1192 shall: 

(a) File with the department a detailed schedule of all 
fees charged incident to the removal and storage of ve
hicles pursuant to RCW 46.52.119 or 46.52.1192; 

(b) Post a copy of the schedule of fees on file with the 
department in a prominent place at the business location 
where vehicles are released from storage; 

(c) Maintain personnel able and authorized to arrange 
for the release of any vehicle to its owner on a twenty
four hour basis; 

(d) After removing a vehicle from private property 
pursuant to RCW 46.52.118, 46.52.119, or 46.52.1192, 
report the fact of removal together with the license 
number, vehicle identification number, make, year, and 
place of impoundment to the law enforcement agency 
with jurisdiction over the place of impoundment, which 
agency shall maintain a log of such reports. The law en
forcement agency to which the report was made shall 
provide the name and address of the registered and legal 
owner, as may appear on the records of the department, 
to the towing firm removing a vehicle under RCW 46-
.52. l l 8 through 46.52. l l 98. The reporting required in 
this subsection shall include an immediate radio or tele
phone call to, and a written notification, within twenty
four hours, to such local law enforcement agency; 

(e) If any vehicle removed pursuant to RCW 46.52-
.118, 46.52.119. or 46.52.1192 remains unclaimed after 
twenty-four hours. send to the registered and legal 
owner of the vehicle by the end of the next business dav 
a notice 'Jy certified mail, return receipt requested: {(\ 
Advising that person of the name, location,- and twentv
four hour telephone number of the person, tow truck ~p
erator, or operator of any storage facility who is em
powered or authorized to ret:.1rP custody of any such 
towed, removed, or impounded motor vehicle; (ii) pro
viding an estimate of the costs of towing, storage, or 
oth•~r services rendered during the course of removing, 
impounding, or stori.•1g any such motor vehicle; (iii) con
taining notice of rig>t of redemption and opportunity for 
a hearing conducted rursuant to RCW 46.52.1195; and 
(iv) announcing that the vehicie will be sold at public 
a1.1ction pursuant to rlCW 46.52.112 if not reclaimed 
wi'.:1:r: fiftee'1 days of mailing of this notice. 

(1983 Ed.) 

(2) If such certified letter has been refused or re
turned to the sender· unclaimed, the notification to the 
law enforcement agency as provided in subsection (l)(d) 
of this section shall constitute actual notice to the regis
tered and legal owner. 

(3) The towing company shall give to each person who 
seeks to redeem an impounded vehicle written notice of 
right of redemption and opportunity for a hearing, which 
notice shall be accompanied by a form to be used for 
requesting a hearing, and a copy of the tow and storage 
receipt. The towing company shall maintain a record ev
idenced by the redeeming person's signature that such 
notification was provided. 

(4) The effect of other laws notwithstanding, the costs 
of towing, storage, or other services rendered during the 
course of removing, impounding, or storing any such 
motor vehicle shall not constitute a lien upon the legal 
ownership of the motor vehicle until forty-eight hours 
after the notice as provided in this section has been re
ceived by the local law enforcement agency or owner of 
the vehicle, at which time the lien may be enforced as 
otherwise provided by law for the enforcement of towing 
or storage liens or liens generally. 

(5) If the towing firm assesses a fee according to the 
miles a vehicle is towed, the lien shall be, and the towing 
firm shall attempt to recover, no more than the fees that 
would accrue for towing to the nearest storage location 
of any towing firm. 

(6) A failure to comply with the provisions of this 
section or RCW 46.52.1195 in regard to any vehicle 
waives the lien on that vehicle, constitutes a bar to re
covery ·of the charges accrued on that vehicle, and is 
grounds for the suspension or revocation of the registra
tion of any towing firm registered under RCW 46.52-
.108 to dispose of the abandoned vehicle. However, no 
storage charges accrue in any event until written notice 
as provided in this section has been received by the local 
law enforcement agency or owner of the vehicle. [ I 983 c 
274 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 281 § 4.] 

Severability-1975 1st ex.s. c 281: See note following R<. , 
46.52.118. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 151) 
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46.52.1196 Unauthorized vehicles-Removal from 
private property--Must be released, when--Penalty 
for cefraudir.·~ towing firm. ( 1) Any towing firm remov
ing a vehicle from private property pursuant to RCW 
46.52.118, 46.52. l J 9, or 46.52.1192 shall release the ve
hicle to the owner, operator, priver, or aut~;orized desig
nee thereof upon the presentation to any person having 
custody of the vehicle of commercially reasonable tender 
sufficient to cover the costs of towing, storage, or other 
services rendered during the course of towing, removin;::,, 
impounding, or storing any such motor vehicle. Com
mercially reasonable tender shall include, without limi
tation, cash, personal checks drawn on in-state banks 
with proper identification, and valid and appropriate 
credit cards. Any person who stops payment on a per
soml.! check with intent to defraud a towing firm tk. 
has provided a service pursuant to this section or in any 
other manner defrauds the towing firm in connection 

[T:tle 46 RCW-p 152J 

with services rendered pursuant to this section shall be 
liable for damages in the amount of twice the towing 
and storage fees, plus costs and reasonable attorney's 
fees. 

(2) If the owner, operator, driver, or authorized des
ignee thereof provides adequate proof of his financial 
responsibility, employment, and residence in the com
munity to any person having custody of any towed, re
moved, impounded, or stored motor vehicle, the motor 
vehicle shall be released without payment with the un
derstanding that such costs shall be paid within thirty 
days, or shall be recoverable through an action by law. 

(3) A towing firm providing service under this section 
shall post a true copy of this section in a conspicuous 
place upon its business premises. [ 1983 c 274 § 5; 1975 
1st ex.s. c 281 § 5.] 

Severability--1975 1st ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW 
46.52.118. 

46.52.1198 Disturbing vehicle left on private prop
erty--Liability. Any person acting to tow, remove or 
otherwise disturb any motor vehicle parked, stalled or 
otherwise l~ft on privately owned or controlled property, 
and any person owning or controlling such private prop
erty, or either of them, shall be liable to the owner, op
erator or driver of a motor vehicle, or each of them, for 
consequential and incidental damages arising from any 
interference with the ownership or use of such motor ve
hicle which does not comply with the requirements of 
RCW 46.52.1192, 46.52.1194, and 46.52.1196. [1975 
1st ex.s. c 281 § 6.] 

Severability--1975 1st ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW 
46.52.118. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.52.145 Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Defi
nitions. For the purposes of RCW 46.52.145 through 
46,52.160, unless a different meaning is plainly required: 

(]) "Abandoned junk motor vehicle" means any mo
tor vehicle substantially meeting the following 
requirements: 

[Title 46 RCW-p 153) 
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(a) Left on private property for more than twenty
four hours without the permission of the person having 
right to the possession of the property, or a public street 
or other property open to the public for purposes of ve
hicular travel or parking, or upon or within the right of 
way of any road or highway, for twenty-four hours or 
longer; 

(b) Three years old, or older; 
(c) Extensively damaged, such damage including but 

not limited to any of the following: A broken window or 
windshield, missing wheels, tires, motor, or transmission; 

(d) Apparently inoperable; 
(e) Without a valid, current registration plate; 
(f) Having a fair market value equivalent to the value 

of the scrap therein, only. 
(2) "Motor vehicle wrecker" means every person, 

firm, partnership, association, or corporation engaged in 
the business of buying, selling, or dealing in vehicles of a 
type required to be licensed under the laws of this state, 
for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, 
or substantially changing the form of any motor vehicle, 
or who buys or sells integral secondhand parts of com
ponent material thereof, in whole or in part, and deals in 
secondhand motor vehicle parts. 

(3) "Scrap processor" means a licensed establishment 
that maintains a hydraulic baler and shears, or a shred
der for recycling automobile salvage. [I 979 ex.s. c 178 § 
18; 1971 ex.s. c 111 § 1.] 

Severability--1979 ex,s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

of way of any road or highway, for forty-eight hours or 
longer without notification to the sheriff of the county or 
to the chief of police of a city or town of the reasons for 
leaving the motor vehicle in such a place. 

For the purposes of this section, the fact that a motor 
vehicle has been so left without permission or notifica
tion is prima facie evidence of abandonment. 

Any person convicted of abandoning a motor vehicle 
shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than one hun
dred dollars and shall also be assessed any costs incurred 
by the county in disposing of such abandoned junk mo
tor vehicles, less any mon::ys accruing to the county 
from such disposal. [ 197 I ex.s. c 111 § 3.] 

46.52.170 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--Notifi
cation sticker, contents--Owner to be informed. A law 
enforcement officer discovering an apparently aban
doned vehicle or abandoned vehicle hulk shall attach to 
the vehicle a readily visible notification sticker. The 
sticker shall contain the following information: 

(1) The date and time the sticker was attached; 
(2) The identity of the officer; 
(3) A statement that if the vehicle is not removed 

within twenty-four hours from the time the sticker is 
attached, the vehicle may be taken into custody and 
stored at the owner's expense; and 

( 4) The address and telephone number where addi
tional information may be obtained. 

If the vehicle has current Washington registration 
plates, the officer shall check the records to· 1earn the 
identity .of the last owner of record. The officer or his 
department shall make a reasonable effort to contact the 
owner by telephone in order to give the owner the infor
mation on the notification sticker. [ 1979 ex.s. c I 78 § 2.] 

Severability--1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.180 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--Removal, 
time, location. If the vehicle or hulk is not removed 
within twentv-four hours from the time the notification 
sticker is att~ched, the law enforcement officer may take 
custody of the vehicle or hulk and provide for the vehicle 

-------------------------- or hulk's removal to a place of safety. 

J.6.5;'..J6') Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Vio
'.:<>.t .ms const:i'.t:ting abandoning--Evidence--Pen
' "fy. No person shall wilfully leave an abandoned junk 
motor vehicle on private property for more th2.n seventy--
two hours without the permission of the person naving 
the right to possession of the property. or on a public 
street -:,r other property open to th: ,. blic for purposes 
of ve·-: H travel or park;ng o, upc•c c;r -,,,:thin the rigr·. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 1S4) 

For the purposes of this section a place of safety in
cludes the business location of a registered disposer. 
[1979 ex.s. c l 7F ~ 3.] 

Severability--1.979 ex.s. c '78: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.19 1 Abandoned vehicles or hulks--Im
poundment--Notification--Hearing--Liability 
for charges--Nonpayment penalty. ( l) When a vehicle 
or hulk is impounded pursuant to RCW .;6.6 J .5f,~ or 
46.52.180, the governmental agency at whose direction 
the impoundment was effected shall, within twenty-four 
hours after ·he impoundmcnt mail notification of the 
impoundmer' · 'c the last reg::.; :;-ed ,1.,v:1er ,, nd the legal 
owner of the vr.-1:cle as shown on the recoras 0'.· the de
partment or as otherwise reasonably ascertainable. The 
notification sha · [ contai!1 a certificate of mailing and 

(1983 Ed.) 
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shall inform the registered and legal owners of the im
poundment, redemption procedures, and opportunity for 
a hearing to contest the basis for the impount~rnent. The 
notice need not be mailed if the vehicle is redeemed 
prior to the mailing of the notice or if the registered 
owner and the legal owner are not reasonably 
ascertainable. 

Upon impoundment of a vehicle pursuant to this sec
tion, the law enforcement officer shall also provide the 
registered disposer with the name and address of the last 
registered owner and legal owner of the vehicle as may 
be shown by the records of the department or as other
wise reasonably ascertainable. 

(2) The notification provided for in this section shall 
inform the registered and legal owners that any hearing 
request shall be directed to the district court for the jus
tice court district in which the vehicle was impounded 
and shall be accompanied by a form to be used for the 
purpose of requesting a hearing. Any request for a hear
ing pursuant to this section shall be made in writing on 
the form provided for that purpose and must be received 
by the district court within ten days of the date the no-
tification provided for in this section was mailed. If the 
hearing request is not received by the district court 
within the ten-day period, the right to a hearing is 
waived and the registered and legal owners shall be lia-
ble for any towing, storage, or other impoundment 
charges permitted under this chapter. Upon receipt of a 
timely hearing request, the distric•. court shall proceed to 
hear and determine the validity of the impoundment. 

46.52.210 Abandoned vehicles or hulks---Crimes 
regarding. ( 1) Any person shall be guilty of a misde
meanor who: 

(a) Conducts or attempts to conduct a sale of or sells 
an abandoned vehicle or abandoned vehicle hulk pursu
ant to RCW 46.52.11 I and 46.52. I 12 without being 
properly registered as a registered abandoned vehicle 
disposer; or 

(b) Removes a vehicle from private property pursuant 
to law and fails to notify the appropriate law enforce
ment agency of such removal. 

(2) Any person who knowingly makes a false state
ment in any document prepared in connection with the 
disposition of an abandoned vehicle or abandoned vehi
cle hulk pursuant to this chapter shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. [ 1979 ex.s. c 17.8 § 6.] 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

(3) If the registered or legal owner timely requests a _ ---~---
hearing provided for by this section and prevails at the 
hearing, the unit of government under whose jurisdiction 
the impoundment was effected shall be liable for any 
towing, storage, or other impoundment charges permit-
ted under this chapter. 

(4) Removal and storage of a vehicle or hulk under 
1~!CW 46.52.170 through 46.52.190 or under R CW 46· 
.6 ! .565 shall be at the registered and legal owners· ex
oense, except as provided in RCW 46.52. I 04, 46.52.106, 
and subsection (3) of this section. 

(5) The deoartment may adopt rules providing that 
the owner's vehicle license will not be renewed or a new 
vehide license issued to the owner unless any outstand
ing removal and storage charges are paid. [ 1983 c 274 § 
7: 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 4.) 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See ,. tc fo;;:wing RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.52.200 Aba1·· ·~_,ned vehicles or hulks--Im-
1>oundment--Bond to regain possession. When ;i. vc'1i
cle or hulk is :mpounded pursuant to RCW 46.S:U 70 
:hrough 46.52.190 or 46.61.565 and the registered or le
gal owner has made a timely request for a hearing, the 
regis.-~red or legal owner may regain possession of the 
vehicle pending the outcome of the hea 0 ing by oosting a 
sufficient bond to cover accrued impoundme"'.\. •·:w::1g, 
:rnd storage charges to be held in trust by ' T,:c,;stered 
disposer. '198., c 274 § 8; 1979 ex.s. c J'/3 ~ 5.] 

Sefern;J•tity-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following r..:. ·:.; 
46.61.390. 

(1983 Ed.) [Title 46 R1. W-p 155] 
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46.80.010 Definitions. (l) "Motor vehicle wrecker," 
whenever used in this chapter, shall mean every person, 
firm, partnership. association, or corporation engaged in 
the business of buying, selling, or dealing in vehicles of a 
type required to be licensed under the laws of this state, 
for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, ci"assembling, 
or substantially changing the form of any mo•.or vehicle, 
or who buys or sells :ntegral second-hand parts of com
ponent material thereof, in whole or in part, or who 
deals i · second-'.1and motor vehicle parts. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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(2) "Established place of business," whenever used in 
this chapter, shall mean a building or enclosure which 
the motor vehicle wrecker occupies either continuously 
or at regular. periods and where his books and records 
are kept and business is transacted and which must con
form with zoning regulations. 

(3) "Major component part", whenever used in this 
chapter, shall include at least each of the following vehi
cle parts: (a) Engines and short blocks; (b) frame; (c) 
transmission and/or transfer case; (d) cab; (e) door; (f) 
front or rear differential; (g) front or rear clip; (h) 
quarter panel; (i) truck bed or box; (j) seat; (k) hood; 
and (I) bumper. The director may supplement this list by 
rule. 

(4) "Wrecked vehicle", whenever used in this chapter, 
shall mean a vehicle which is disassembled or dismantled 
or a vehicle which is acquired with the intent to disman
tle or disassemble and never again to operate as a vehi
cle, or a vehicle which has sustained such damage that 
its cost to repair exceeds the fair market value of a like 
vehicle which has not sustained such damage, or a dam
aged vehicle whose salvage value plus cost tu repair 
equals or exceeds its fair market value, if repaired, or a 
vehicle which has sustained such damage or deteriora
tion that it may not lawfully operate upon the highways 
of this state for which the salvage value plus cost to re
pair exceeds its fair market value, if repaired; further, it 
is presumed that a vehicle is a wreck if it has sustained 
such damage or deterioration that it may not lawfully 
operate upon the highways of this state. [ 1977 ex.s. c 
253 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.80.010. Prior: 1947 c 262 § l; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 8326-40.) 

Severability-1977 ex.s. c 253: Sec note following RCW 
46.80.005. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.20.393 Occupational driver's license--Court or
der--Detailed restrictions--Violation. In issuing an 
order staying the mandatory suspension or revocation of 
a person's driver's license so that the person may apply 
for an occupational driver's license under RCW 46.20-
.391, the court shall describe the type of occupation per
mitted and shall set forth in detail the specific hours of 
the day during which the person may drive to and from 
his place of work, which may not exceed twelve hours in 

(Title 46 RCW-p 71) 
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any one day; the days of the week during which the li
cense may be used; and the general routes over which 
the person may travel. 

Any restrictions shall be prepared in written form by 
the department, which document shall be carried in the 
vehicle at all times and presented to a law enforcement 
officer under the same terms as the occupational driver's 
license. Any violation of the restrictions constitutes a vi
olation of RCW 46.20.342 and subjects the person to all 
procedures and penalties therefor. [1983 c 165 § 25.] 

Legislative finding, intent-Effective dates--Severability-
1983 c 165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308. 

46.20.394 Occupational driver's license--Depart
mental issuance---Detailed restrictions-Violation. 
(Effective January 1, 1985.) In issuing an occupational 
driver's license under RCW 46.20.391, the department 
shall describe the type of occupation permitted and shall 
set forth in detail the specific hours of the day during 
which the person may drive to and from his place of 
work, which may not exceed twelve hours in any one 
day; the days of'the week during which the license may 
be used; and the general routes over which the person 
may travel. These restrictions shall be prepared irt writ
ten form by the department, which document shall be 
carried in the vehicle at all times and presented to a law 
enforcement officer under the same terms as the occu
pational driver's license. Any violation of the restrictions 
constitutes a violation of RCW 46.20.342 and subjects 
the person to all procedures and penalties therefor. 
[1983 C 165 § 26.] 

Legislative finding, intent-Effective dates--Severability-
1983 c 165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308 . 

. - ·---------·· 
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46.20.550 Wheelchair conveyances-Special ex
aminations-Restrictions on license-Rules for per
formance review. Each operator of a wheelchair 
conveyance shall undergo a special examination con
ducted for the purpose of determining whether that per
son can properly and safely operate the conveyance on 
public roadways within a specified area. An operator's 
license issued after the special examination may specify 
the route, area, time, or other restrictions that are nec
essary to ensure the safety of the operator as well as the 
general motoring public. The department shall adopt 
rules for periodic review of the performance of operators 
of wheelchair conveyances. Operation of a wheelchair 
conveyance in violation of these rules is a traffic infrac
tion. [1983 c 200 § 3.) 

Se,erability-19113 c 200: See note foll~wing RCW 46.04.710. 
Wheelchair conveyances 

definition: RCW 46.04. 710. 
licensing: RCW 46.16.640. 
public roadways, operating on: RCW 46,61. 730. 
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.37.467 Propane fueled vehicles-Placard re
quired. (I) Every automobile, truck, motorcycle, motor 
home, or off-road vehicle that is fueled by propane gas 
shall bear a reflective placard indicating that the vehicle 
is so fueled. Violation of this subsection is a traffic 
infraction. 

(2) As used in this section "propane gas" includes 
propane, compressed natural gas, liquid petroleum gas, 
or any chemically similar gas but does not include gaso
line or diesel fuel. 

(3) The vehicle identification decal required by the 
national fire protection association and designed by the 

ffitle 46 RCW-p 116) 

national LP gas association shall be required to be dis
played ori all propane fueled vehicles. [1983 c 237 § 2.] 

Legislative finding--1983 c 237: "The legislature finds that vehi
cles using alternative fuel sources such as propane, compressed natural 
gas, liquid petroleum gas, or other hydrocarbon gas fuels require fire 
fighters to use a different technique if the vehicles catch fire. A reflec
tive placard on such vehicles would warn fire fighters of the danger so 
they could react properly." [ 1983 c 237 § I.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.37.610 Wheelchair conveyance standards. The 
comm1ss1on on equipment shall adopt rules for wheel
chair conveyance safety standards. Operation of a 
wheelchair conveyance that is in violation of these 
standards is a traffic infraction. [ I 983 c 200 § 4.) 

Severability--1983 c 200: See note following RCW 46.04.710. 
Wheelchair conveyances 

definition: RCW 46.04. 710. 
licensing: RCW 46. 16.640. 
operator's license: RCW 46.20.550. 
public roadways, operating on: RCW 46.61. 730. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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• Accidents-Reports-Abandoned Vehicles 46.52.1195 

46.52.1195 Unclaimed vehicles--Procedures for 
redeeming--Public sale. (1) Unclaimed vehicles im
pounded by registered disposers pursuant to RCW 46-
.52.118, 46.52.119, or 46.52.1192 shall be redeemed only 
under the following circumstances: 

(a) Only the registered owner, a person authorized by 
the registered owner, or one who has purchased a vehicle 
from the registered owner, who produces proof of own
ership or written authorization and signs a receipt there
for, or the legal owner, may redeem an impounded 
vehicle. 

(b) An unclaimed vehicle subject to sale may be re
deemed pursuant to RCW 46.52.1196, or by posting a 
sufficient bond to cover accrued impoundment, towing, 
and storage charges. The bond shall be held in trust by 
the registered disposer pending the outcome of a 
hearing. 

(2) Any person seeking to redeem an impounded ve
hicle under this section has a right to a hearing in the 

(Title 46 RCW-p 151) 
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district court for the jurisdiction in which the vehicle 
was impounded to contest the validity of the impound
ment or the amount of towing and storage charges. Any 
request for a hearing shall be made in writing on the 
form provided for that purpose and must be received by 
the district court within ten days of the date the notifi
cation provided for in RCW 46.52.1194 was mailed or 
delivered. If the hearing request is not received by the 
district court within the ten-day period, the right to a 
hearing is waived and the legal and registered owners 
shall be liable for any towing, storage, or other im
poundment charges permitted under this chapter. Upon 
receipt of a timely hearing request, the district court 
shall proceed to hear and determine the validity of the 
impoundment. 

(3)(a) The district court, within five days after the 
request for a hearing, shall notify the registered disposer 
and the registered and legal owner of the motor vehicle 
in writing of the hearing date and time. · 

(b) At the hearing, the person or persons requesting 
the hearing may produce any relevant evidence to show 
that the impoundment, towing, or storage fees charged 
were not proper. 

(c) At the conclusion' of the hearing, the district court 
shall determine whether the impoundment, towing, or 
storage fees charged were proper. 

(d) If the impoundment is found proper, the im
poundment, towing, and storage fees as permitted under 
this chapter together with court costs and the expenses 
of the hearing shall be assessed against the person or 
persons requesting the hearing. 

(e) If the impoundment is determined to be invalid, 
then the registered and legal owners of the vehicle shall 
bear no impoundment, towing, or storage costs, and any 
bond or other security shall be returned or discharged as 
appropriate. 

(4) Any unclaimed vehicle not redeemed within fif-
. teen days of mailing of the notice required by RCW 46-
.52.1194 shall be sold at public auction in accordance 
with all the provisions and subject to all the conditions 
of RCW 46.52.112. [1983 c 274 § 4.] 

---·--..• 

• 

[Title 46 RCW-p 152) 
··--- --·····-· ----•··--------::o_.. _____________________ _ 
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46.52.150 Abandoned junk motor vehicles--Au
thorizing disposal of--Record--Disposition of sur
plus moneys from. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, any law enforcement officer having jurisdiction 
or any person authorized by the director of licensing 
shall inspect and may authorize the disposal of an aban
doned junk motor vehicle. The officer or authorized per
son shall record the make of such motor vehicle and the 
serial number or vehicle identification number, if avail
able, and shall also detail the damage or missing equip
ment to verify that the value of the abandoned junk 
vehicle is equivalent only to the value of the scrap metal 
in it. 

An abandoned junk motor vehicle is subject to the 
provisions of RCW 46.52.1194 and 46.52.1195. 

Any surplus moneys arising from the disposal of 
abandoned junk motor vehicle shall be deposited in the 
county general fund. [ 1983 c 27 4 § 6; 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 
19; 1979 c 158 § 174; 1971 ex.s. c 111 § 2.J 

SeYerability-1979 ex.s. c. 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 154) 

···--

-
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- -Washington Habitual Traffic Offenders Act 46.65.100 

46.65.090 Unlawful operation of motor vehicle by 
habitual offender--Penalty. It shall be unlawful for 
any- person to operate a motor vehicle in this state while 
the order of revocation remains in effect. Any person 
found to be an habitual offender under the provisions of 
this chapter who is thereafter convicted of operating a 
motor vehicle in this state while the order of revocation 
prohibiting such operation is in effect shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor, the punishment for which shall be 
confinement in the county jail for not more than one 
year: Provided, That any person who is convicted for the 
offense of operating a motor vehicle while under the in
fluence of intoxicating liquor or drugs as defined in 
RCW 46.61.506, or the offense of failure to stop and 
give information or render aid as required in RCW 46-
.52.020, and is also convicted of operating a motor vehi
cle while the order of revocation is in effect, shall be 
confined in the county jail for not less than thirty days 
nor more than one year, and such sentence shall not be 
suspended or deferred. [ 1979 c 62 § 6; 1977 ex.s. c 138 § 
l; 1971 ex.s. c 284 § 11.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-· -Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Severability-1979 c 62: See note following RCW 46.65.020. 
Severability-1971 ex.s. c 284: See note followjng RCW 

46.65.010 . 

-- (Title 46 RCW-p 195) 
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46.79.120 Unlicensed hulk hauling or scrap process
ing--Penalty. Any hulk hauler or scrap processor who 

[Title 46 RCW-p 222) 

engages in the business of hulk hauling or scrap process
ing without holding a current license issued by the de
partment for authorization to do so, or, holding such a 
license, exceeds the authority granted by that license, is 
guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [ I 983 c 142 § 8.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.61.065 • 

[Title 46 RCW-p 160) 
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46.61.08S Traffic control signals or devices upon city 
streets forming part of state highways-Approval by 
commission required. No traffic control signal or device 
shall be erected or maintained upon any city street des
ignated as forming a part of the route of a primary state 
highway or secondary state highway unless first ap
proved by the state highway commission. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 14.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 

-Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Local authorities to provide stop signs at intersections with increased 

speed highways: RCW 46.61.435. 

DRIVING ON RIGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY
OVERTAKING AND PASSING-· -USE OF 

ROADWAY 

46.61.100 Drive on right side of roadway--Ex
ceptions. ( l) Upon all roadways of sufficient width a ve
hicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway, 
except as follows: 

(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle pro
ceeding in the same direction undt:r the rules governing 
such movement; 

fb) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to 
drive to the left of the center of the highway; provided, 
any person so doing shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unob
structed portion of the highway within such distance as 
to constitute an immediate hazard; 

(c) Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes 
for traffic under the ·rules applicable thereon; or 

(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic. 
(2) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding slower 

than the legal maximum speed or at a speed slower than 
necessary for safe operation at the time and place and 
under the conditions then existing, shall be driven in the 
right-hand lane then available for traffic, or as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the road
way, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a 

(1983 Ed.) 
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left turn at an intersection, exit, or into a private road or 
driveway when such left turn is legally permitted. 

(3) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for 
moving traffic and providing for two-way movement of 
traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center 
line of the roadway, except when authorized by official 
traffic control devices designating certain lanes to the 
left side of the center of the roadway for use by traffic 
not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as 
permitted under subsection (l)(b) hereof. However, this 
subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the 
crossing of the center line in making a left turn· into or 
from an alley, private road or driveway. [19-72 ex.s .. c 33 
§ 1; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 46; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 58; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 15.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.10S Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite di
rections. Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite di- · 
rections shall pass each other to the right, and upon 
roadways having width for not more than one line of 
traffic in each direction each driver shall give to the 
other at least one-half of the main-traveled portion of 
the roadway as nearly as possible. [ I 97 5 c 62 § 22; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 16.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.110 Overtaking a vehicle on the left. The fol
lowing rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 
vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to 
those limitations, exceptions and special rules hereinafter 
stated: 

( 1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left 
thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the 
right side. of the roadway until safely clear of the over
taken vehicle. 
. (2) ~xcept when_ overtaking and passing on the right 
1s permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give 
way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on 
audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his ve
hicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 
[1965 ex.s. c 155 § 17.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.11S When overtaking on the right is permitted. 
( 1) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon 
the ~i~ht of another vehicle only under· the following 
cond1ttons: · . . 

(a) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to 
make a left turn; 

(b) Upon a roadway with unobstructed pavement of 
sufficient width for two or more Jines of vehicles moving 
lawfully in the direction being traveled by the overtaking 
vehicle. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass an
other vehicle upon the right only under conditions per
mitting such movement in safety. Such movement shall 
not be made by driving off the roadway. [1975 c 62 § 
23; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 18.] 

(1983 Ed.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note folla'A'ing RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.120 Limitations on overtaking on the left. No 
vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of the 
roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle pro
ceeding in the same direction unle.:;s authorized by the 
provisions of RCW 46.61.100 through 46.61.160 and 
unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of on
coming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit 
such overtaking and passing to be completely made 
withou! interfering with the operation of any vehicle ap
proachmg from the opposite direction or any vehicle 
overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle must 
return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practi
cable and in the event the passing movement involves the 
use of a lane authorized for vehicles approaching from 
the,;oppcisite direction, before coming within two hun
dred feet of any approaching vehicle. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
19.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.12S Further limitations on driving to left of 
center of roadway. (1) No vehicle shall be driven on the 
left side of the roadway under the following conditions: 

'(a) When approaching or upon the crest of a grade or 
a curve in the highway where the driver's view is ob
structed within such distance as to create a hazard in the 
e~ent _another vehicle might approach from the opposite 
d1rect1on; 

(b) -When approaching within one hundred feet of or 
traversing any intersection or railroad grade crossing; 

. (c~ When the view is obstructed upon approaching 
w1thm one hundred feet of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel. 

(2) The foregoing limitations shall not apply upon a 
one-way roadway, nor under the conditions described in 
RCW 46.61.l00(l)(b), nor to the driver of a vehicle 
turning left into or from an alley, private road or drive
way. [1972 ex.s. c 33 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 20.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule---JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.130 No-passing zones. (1) The state highway 
commission ·and local authorities are hereby authorized 
to determine those portions of any highway under their 
re~p~ctive jurisdictions where overtaking and passing or 
drivmg to the left of the roadway would be especially 
hazardous and may by appropriate signs or markings on 
the roadway indicate the beginning and end of such 
zones• and when such signs or markings are in place and 
cl~arly visible _to, an ordinarily observant person every 
driver of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof. 

(2) Where signs or markings are in place to define a 
no-passing zone as set forth in subsection (1) above no 
driver shall at any time drive on the left side of the 
roadway within such no-passing zone or on the left side 
of any pavement striping designed to mark such no-
passing zone throughout its length. 

.. (3) This section does not apply under the conditions 
described in RCW 46.61.I00(l)(b), nor to the driver of 
a ve~icle turning left into or from·an alley, private road 
or driveway. [1972 ex.s. c 33 § 3; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 21.] 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1611 
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Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.135 One-way roaaways and rotary traffic is
lands. ( 1) The state highway commission and local au
thorities with respect to highways under their respective 
jurisdictions may designate any highway, roadway, part 
of a roadway, or specific lanes upon which vehicular 
traffic shall proceed in one direction at all or.such times 
as shall be indicated by official traffic control devices. 

(2) Upon a roadway so designated for one-way traf
fic, a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction desig
nated at all or such times as s·hall be indicated by 
official traffic control devices. 

(3) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island 
shall be driven only to the right of such island. [ 197 5 c 
62 § 24; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 22.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.140 Driving on roadways laned for traffic. 
Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or 
more clearly marked lanes for traffic the following rules 
in addition to all others consistent herewith shall apply: 

(1) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable 
entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from 
such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such 
movement can be made with safety. 

(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes 
and provides for two-way movement of traffic, a vehicle 
shall not be driven in the center lane except when over
taking and passing another vehicle traveling in the same 
direction when such center lane is clear of traffic within 
a safe distance, or in preparation for making a left turn 
or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclu
sively to traffic moving in the same direction that the 
vehicle is proceeding and such allocation is designated 
by official traffic-control devices. 

(3) Official traffic-control devices may be erected di
recting slow moving or other specified traffic to use a 
designated lane or designating those la:Oes._.io be used by 
traffic moving in a particular direction ·regardless of the 
center of the roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey 
the directions of every such device. 

(4) Official traffic-control devices may be installed 
prohibiting the changing of lanes on sections of roadway 
and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every 
such device. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 23.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.145 Following too closely. (1) The driver of a 
motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more 

[Title 46 RCW-p 162) 

closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due re
gard for the speed of such vehicles .and the traffic upon 
and the condition of the highway. · 

(2) The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle 
drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway 
outside of a business or residence district and which is 
following another motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle shall, whenever conditions permit, leave 
sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter 
and occupy such space without danger, except that this 
shall not prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle from overtaking and passing any like ve
hicle or other vehicle. 

(3) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway 
outside of a business or residence district in a caravan or 
motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall be 

· so operated as to allow sufficient space between each 
such.,Nehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable 
any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space without 
danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral proces
sions. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 24.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.150 Driving on divided highways. Whenever 
any highway has been divided into two or more road
ways by leaving an intervening space or by a physical 
barrier or clearly indicated dividing section or by a me
dian island not less than eighteen inches wide formed ei
ther by solid yellow pavement markings or by a yellow 
crosshatching between two solid yellow lines so installed 
as to control vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be 
driven only upon the right-hand roadway unless directed 
or permitted to use another roadway by official traffic
control devices or police officers. No vehicle shall be 
driven over, across or within any such dividing space, 
barrier or section, or median island, except through an 

· opening in such physical barrier or dividing section or 
space or median island, or at a crossover or intersection 
established \by public authority. [ I 972 ex.s. c 33 § 4; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 25.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-,--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.155 · Restricted access. No person shall drive a 
vehicle onto or from any limited access roadway except 
at such entrances and exits as are established by public 
authority. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 26.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTI~ 6.2. 

46.61.160 Restrictions on use· of·limited-access high
way--Use by bicyclists. The department of transpor
tation may by order, and local authorities may by 
ordinance or resolution, with respect to any limited ac
cess highway under their respective jurisdictions prohibit 
the use of any such highway by funeral processions, or 
by parades, pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized 
traffic, or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle. 
Bicyclists may use the right shoulder of limited-access 
highways, except where prohibited. The department of 
transportation may by order, and l9cal authorities may 
by ordinance or resolution, with respect to any limited-

(1983 Ed.) 
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access highway under their respective jurisdictions pro
hibit the use of the shoulders of any such highway by 
bicycles within urban areas or upon other sections of the 
highway where such use is deemed to be unsafe. 

The department of transportation or the local author
ity adopting any such prohibitory regulation shall erect 
and maintain official traffic control devices on the lim
ited access roadway on which such regulations are ap
plicable, and when so erected no person may disobey the 
restrictions stated on such devices. [ I 982 c 55 § 5; 1975 
c 62 § 25; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 27.] 

Severabillty-1975 c. 62: Sec n:m following RCW 36.75.010. 

RIGHT OF WAY 

46.61.180 Vehicle approaching intersection. (l) 
Wheri two vehicles approach or enter an intersection 
from different highways at approximately the same time, 
the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right 
of way to the vehicle on the right. 

(2) The right of way rule declared in subsection ( 1) of 
this section is modified at arterial highways and other
wise as stated in this chapter. [1975 c 62 § 26; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 28.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule---JT/R 6.2. 
Severabillty-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.18S Vehicle turning left. The driver of a vehi
cle intending to turn to the left within an-intersection or 
into an alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the 
right of way to any vehicle approaching from the oppo
site direction which is within the intersection or so close 
thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard. [ 1965 ex.s. 
C 155 § 29 .. 

46.61.190 Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection. 
(I) Preferential right of way may be indicated by stop 
signs or yield signs as authorized in RCW 47 .36.110. 

(2) Except when directed to proceed by a duly auth
orized flagman, or a police officer, or a fire fighter 
vested by law with authority to direct, control, or regu
late traffic, every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop 

(1983 Ed.) 

sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, 
before entering a marked crosswalk on the near side of 
the intersection or, if none, then at the point nearest the 
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of ap
proaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before en
tering the roadway, and after having stopped shall yield 
the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or ap
proaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute 
an immediate hazard during the time when such driver 
is moving across or within the intersection or junction of 
roadways. · 

(3) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign 
shall in obedience to such sign slow down to a speed 
reasonable for the existing conditions and if required for 
safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, 
but if none, before entering a marked crosswalk on the 
near side of the intersection or if none, then at the point 
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a 
view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway 
before entering the roadway, and then after slowing or 
stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any 
vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another 
roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard 
'during the time such driver is moving across or within 
the intersection or junction of roadways: Provided, That 
if such a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle in 
the intersection or junction of roadways, after driving 
past a yield sign without stopping, such collision shall be 
deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to yield right 
of way. [1975 c 62 § 27; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 30.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule---JTIR 6.2. 
Severabllity-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.19S Arterial highways designated---Stopping 
on entering. All state highways are hereby declared to be 
arterial highways as respects all other public highways 
or private ways except that the Washington state high
way commission shall have the authority to designate 
any county road or city street as an arterial having pref
erence over the traffic on the state highway if traffic 
conditions will be improved by such action. 

Those city streets designated _by the Washington state 
highway commission as forming a part of the routes of 
~tate highways through incorporated cities and towns are 
hereby declared to be arterial highways as respects all 
other city streets or private ways. 

The governing authorities of incorporated cities and 
towns may designate any street as an arterial having 
preference over the traffic on. a state highway if such 
change is first approved in writing by the Washington 
state highway commission. The local authorities making 
such a change in arterial designation shall do so by 
proper ordinance or resolution and shall erect or cause to 
be erected and maintained standard stop signs, or 
"Yield" signs, to accomplish this change in arterial 
designation. 

The operator of any vehicle entering upon any arterial 
highway from any other public highway or private way 
shall come to a complete stop before entering such arte
rial highway when stop signs are erected as provided by 
law. [1963 ex.s. c 3 § 48; 1961 c 12 § 46.60.330. Prior: 

{Title 46 RCW-p 163) 
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1955 C 146 § 5; 1947 C 200 § 14; 1937 C 189 § 105; 
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-105. Formerly RCW 
46.60.330.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.03 I. 
Term "Washington state highway commission" means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

City streets subject to increased speed, designation as arterials: RCW 
46.61.435. 

46.61.200 Stop intersections other than arterial may 
be designated. In addition to the points of intersection of 
any public highway with any arterial public highway 
which is constituted by law or by any proper authorities 
of this state or any city or town of this state, the state 
highway commission with respect to state highways, and 
the proper authorities with respect to any other public 
highways, shall have the power to determine and desig
nate any particular intersection, or any particular high
ways, roads or streets or portions thereof, at any 
intersection with which vehicles shall be required to stop 
before entering such intersection; and upon the determi
nation and designation of such points at which vehicles 
will be required to come to a stop before entering such 
ii:itersection, the proper authorities so determining and 
designating shall cause to be posted and maintained 
proper signs of the standard design adopted by the state 
highway commission indicating that such intersection 
has been so determined and designated and that vehicles 
entering the same are required to stop. It shall be un
lawful for any person operating any vehicle when enter
ing any intersection determined, designated and bearing 
the sign aforesaid, to fail and neglect to bring such vehi
cle to a complete stop before entering such intersection. 
[1961 c 12 § 46.60.340. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 106; RRS § 
6360-106; 1927 c 284 § I; RRS § 6362-4la. Formerly 
RCW 46.60.340.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47 .01.03 I. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

46.61.202 Stopping when traffic obstructed. No 
driver shall enter an intersection or a marked crosswalk 
or drive on.to any railroad grade crossing unless there is 
sufficient space on the other side of the intersection, 
crosswalk, or railroad grade crossing to accommodate 
the vehicle he is operating without obstructing the pas
sage of other vehicles, pedestrians, or railroad trains 
notwithstanding any traffic ·control signal indications to 
proceed. [1975 c 62 § 48.]-

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.205 Vehicle entering highway· from private 
road or driveway. The driver of a vehicle about to enter 
or cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall 
yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on said 
highway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 31.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTJR 6.2. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 164) 

46.61.210 Operation of vehicles on approach of auth
orized emergency vehicles. ( l) Upon the immediate ap
proach of an ·authorized emergency vehicle making use 
of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of 
RCW 46.37 .190, or of a police vehicle properly and 
lawfully making use of an audible signal only the driver 
of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and 
shall immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as 
close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the 
roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and re
main in such position until the authorized emergency 
vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a 
police officer. 

(2) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver 
of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using 
the highway. [I 965 ex.s. c 155 § 32.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTJR 6.2. 

46.61.215 Highway construction and maintenance. 
( l) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to 
any authorized vehicle or pedestrian actually engaged in 
work upon a highway within any highway construction 
or maintenance area indicated by official traffic control 
devices. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way 
to any authorized vehicle obviously and actually engaged 
in work upon a highway whenever such vehicle displays 
flashing lights meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37-
.300. [1975 C 62 § 40.] 

Severabl.ity-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

46.61.230 Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. 
Pedestrians· shall be subject to traffic-control signals at 
intersections as provided in RCW 46.61.060, and at all 
other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges 
and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this 
chapter. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 33.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTJR 6.2. 

4~.61.235 Pedestrians' right of way in crosswalks. 
(1) When traffic-control signals are not in place or not 
in operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right 
of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, 
to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk 
when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway 
upon which the vehicle is traveling; or when the pedes
trian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of 
the roadway as to be in danger. 

(2) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other 
place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle 
which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to 
yield. 

(3) Subsection (1) above shall not apply under the 
conditions stated in RCW 46.61.240 subsection (2). 

(4) · Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked 
crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersec
tion to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the 
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driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear 
shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle. [ 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 34.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.240 Crossing at other than crosswalks. (I) Ev
ery pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other 
than within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way 
to all vehicles upon the roadway. 

(2) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point 
where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian cross
ing has been provided shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles upon the roadway. 

(3) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic
control signals are in operation pedestrians shall not 
cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk. 

(4) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection 
diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-<:ontrol 
devices; and, when authorized to cross diagonally, pe
destrians shall cross only in accordance with the official 
traffic-<:ontrol devices pertaining to such crossing 
movements. 

(5) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at an un
marked crosswalk where an official sign prohibits such 
crossing. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 35.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46;61.261 Pedestrians' right of way on sidewalk. The 
driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way to any pe
destrian on a sidewalk. [ 197 5 c 62 § 41.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.264 Pedestrians yield to emergency vehicles. 
(I) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle 'making use of an audible signal 
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.380 subsection 
(4) and visual signals meeting the requirements of RCW 
46.37 .190, or of a police vehicle meeting the require
ments of RCW 46.61.035 subsection (3), every pedes
trian shap yield the right of way to the authorized 
emergency vehicle. 

(2) This section shall not relieve the driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle. from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the 
highway nor from the duty to exercise due care to avoid 
colliding with any pedestrian. [ 197 5 c 62 § 42.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-.197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.266 Pedestrians under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs. A pedestrian who is under the influence of al
cohol or any drug to a degree which renders himself a 
hazard shall not walk or be upon a highway except on a 
sidewalk or, where there is no sidewalk, then off the 

. main traveled portion of the highway. [I 975 c 62 § 43.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 1651 
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46.61.269 Passing beyond bridge or grade crossing 
barrier prohibited. ( l) No pedestrian shall enter or re
main upon any bridge or approach thereto beyond a 
bridge signal gate, or barrier indicating a bridge is 
closed to through traffic, after a bridge operation signal 
indication has been given. 

(2) No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or 
under any crossing gate or ·barrier at a railroad grade 
crossing or bridge while such gate or barrier is closed or 
is being opened or closed. [1975 c 62 § 44.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Seterability-1975 c 62: Sec: note following RCW 36.75.010. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 166! 

-
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46.61.300 Starting parked vehicle. No person shall 
start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked un
less and until such movement can be made with reason
able safety. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 42.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.305 Turning, stopping, · moving right or 
left--Signals required--lmproper use prohibited. (I) 
No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon 
a roadway unless and until such movement can be made 
with reasonable safety nor without giving an appropriate 
signal in the manner hereinafter provided. 

(2) A signal of-intention to turn or ·move right or left 
when Jequired shall be given continuously during not 
less than the last one hundred feet traveled by the vehi
cle before turning. 

(3) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the 
speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate 
signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any 
vehicle immediately to the rear when there is opportu
nity to give such signal. 

(4) The signals provided for in RCW 46.61.310 sub
section (2), shall not be flashed on one side only on a 
disabled vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" sig
nal to operators of other vehicles approaching from the 
rear, nor be_ flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle 
except as may be necessary for compliance with this 
section .. [1975 c 62 § 30; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 43.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.61.310 Signals by band and arm or signal lamps. 
(I) Any stop or turn signal when required herein sh~ll 
be given either by means of the hand and arm or by sig
nal lamps, except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) 
hereof. 

(2) Any motor vehicle in use on. a highway shall be 
equipped with, and required signal shall be given by, 
signal lamps when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the 
body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds twenty
four inches, or when the distance from the center of the 
top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body. or 
load thereof exceeds fourteen feet. The latter measure
ments shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any com
bination of vehicles. [ I 965 ex.s. c I 55 § 44.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTJR 6.2. 

46.61.315 Method of giving hand and arm signals. 
All signals herein required given by hand and arm shall 
be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following 
manner and such signals shall indicate as follows: 

(1) Left turn. Hand and arm extended horizontally. 
(2) Right turn. Hand and arm extended upward. 
(3) Stop or decrease speed. Hand and arm extended 

downward. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 45.] 

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED 

46.61.340 Obedience to signal indicating approach of 
train. (1) Whenever any person driving a vehicle ap
proaches a railroad grade crossing under any of the cir
cumstances stated in this section, the driver of such 
vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than fif
teen feet from the nearest rail of such railroad, and shall 
not proceed until he can do so safely. The foregoing re
quirements shall apply when: 

(a) A ·clearly visible electric or mechanical signal de
vice gives warning of the immediate approach of a rail
road train; 

(b) A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flag
man gives or continues to give a signal of the approach 
or passage of a railroad train; 

(c) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible 
and is in hazardous proximity to such crossing. 

(2) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around 
or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad cross
ing while such gate or barrier is. clo$ed or is being 
opened or closed. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 46.] 

46.61.345 All vehicles must stop at certain railroad 
grade crossings. The state highway commission and local 
authorities within their respective jurisdictions are 
hereby authorized to designate particularly dangerous 
highway grade crossings of railroads and to erect stop 
signs thereat. When such stop signs are erected the 
driver of any vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not 
less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of such rail
road and shall proceed only upon exercising due care. 
[1965 ex.s. c 155 § 47.] 

(1983 Ed.) 

Re,iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

46.61.350 Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad 
grade crossings-Exceptions. (I) The driver of any 
motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, other than a 
passenger car, or of any school bus or private carrier bus 
carrying any school child or other passenger, or of a_ny 
vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liq
uids as a cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at 
grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop such 
vehicle within fifty feet but not less than fifteen feet 
from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so 
stopped shall listen and look in both directions along 
such track for any approaching train, and for signals in
dicating the approach of a train, except as hereinafter 
provided, and shall not proceed until he can do so saf~ly. 
After stopping as required herein and upon proceeding 
when it is safe to do so the driver of any said vehicle 
shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will 
be no necessity for changing gears while traversing such 
crossing, and the driver shall not shift gears while cross
ing the track or tracks. 

(2) This section shall not apply at: · 
(a) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is 

controlled by a police officer or a duly authorized 
flagman; . 

(b) Any railroad grade crossing at which traffic is 
regulated by a traffic control signal; _ 

(c) Any railroad grade crossing protected by crossing 
gates· or an alternately flashing light signal intended to 
give warning of the approach of a railroad train; 

(d) Any railroad grade crossing at which an official 
traffic control device as designated by the utilities and 
transportation commission pursuant to RCW 81.53.060 
gives notice that the stopping requirement imposed by 
this section does not apply. [1977 c 78 § l; 1975 c 62 § 
31; 1970 ex.s. c 100 § 7; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 48.] 

Se,erability-197S c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.355 Moving heavy equipment at railroad grade 
crossings-:--Notice of intended crossing. (1) No person 
shall operate or move any. crawler-type tractor, steam 

- shovel, derrick, roller, or any equipment or structure 
having a normal operating speed of ten or less miles per 
hour or a vertical body or load clearance of less than 
one-half inch per foot of the distance between any two 
adjacent axles or in any event of less than nine inches, 
measured above the level surface of a roadway, upon or 
across any tracks at a railroad grade crossing without 
first complying with this section. 

(2) Notice of any such intended crossing shall be 
given to the station agent of such railroad located near
est the intended crossing sufficiently in advance to allow 
such railroad a reasonable time to prescribe proper pro
tection for such crossing. 

(3) Before making any such crossing the person oper
ating or moving any such vehicle or equipment shall first 
stop the same not less than fifteen feet nor more than 
fifty feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while 

[Title 46 RCW-p 167) 
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so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along 
such track for any approaching train and for signals in
dicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed 
until the crossing can be made safely. 

(4) No such crossing shall be made when warning is 
given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagman 
or otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad 
train or car. If a flagman is provided by the railroad, 
movement over the crossing shall be under his direction. 
[1975 c 62 § 32; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 49.] 

Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.365 Emerging from alley, driveway, or build
ing. The driver of a vehicie within a business or resi
dence district emerging from an alley, driveway or 
building shall stop such vehicle ii;nmediately prior to 
driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area ex
tending across any alleyway or driveway, and shall yield 
the right of way to any pedestrian as may be necessary 
to avoid collision, and upon entering the roadway shall 
yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on said 
roadway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 51.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.370 Overtaking and passing school bus. (I) 
The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or meeting from 
either direction any school bus which has stopped on the 
highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any 
school children shall stop the vehicle before reaching 
such school bus when there is in operation on said school 
bus a visual signal as specified in RCW 46.37 .190 and 
said driver shall not proceed until such school bus re
sumes motion or is signaled by the school bus driver to 
proceed or the visual signals are no longer activated. 

(2) Every school bus shall bear upon the front and 
rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the words 
"SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than eight inches in 
height, and in addition shall be equipped with visual sig
nals meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.190 which 
shall be actuated by the driver of said school bus when
ever but only whenever such vehicle is stopped on the 
highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging 
school children, except: 

(a) When school children do not have to cross a high
way and the bus is stopped completely off the main 
traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal; or 

(c) When the bus is stopped at school for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging school children and school 
children are not required to cross the roadway. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150, 
need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus 
which is on a separate roadway or when upon a limited 
access highway and the school bus is stopped in a load
ing zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway 
and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 
roadway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 52.] 

rru1e 46 RCW-p 168} 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

. \ . 
46.61.375 Overtaking or meeting private carrier 

bus--Signs. ( 1) The driver of a vehicle upon overtak
ing or meeting from either direction any private carrier 
bus which has stopped on the highway for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop the ve
hicle before reaching such private carrier bus when there 
is in operation on said bus a visual signal as specified in 
RCW 46.37 .190 and said driver shall not proceed until 
such bus resumes motion or is signaled by the bus driver 
to proceed or the visual signals are no longer activated. 

(2) Every private carrier bus shall bear upon the front 
and rear thereof plainly visible signs containing the. 
words "PRIVATE CARRIER BUS" in letters not less 
than eight inches in height, and in addition shall be 
equipped with visual signals meeting the requirements of 
RCW-46.37.190 which shall be actuated by the driver of 
said private carrier bus whenever but only whenever 
such vehicle is stopped on the highway for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging passengers, except: 

(a) When the passengers boarding or alighting do not 
have to cross a highway and the bus is stopped com
pletely off the main traveled portion of the roadway; or 

(b) When the bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or 
official traffic control signal. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway divided 
into separate roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150, 
need not stop upon meeting or passing a private carrier 
bus which is on a separate roadway or when upon a lim
ited access highway and the private carrier bus is 
stopped in a loading zone which is a part of or adjacent 
to such highway and where pedestrians are not permit
ted to cross the roadway. [ I 970 ex.s. c 100 § 8.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.61.385 School pa trol--A ppointment--Au
thority--Finance--Insurance. The superintendent of 
public instruction, through the superintendent of schools 
of any school district, or other officer or board perform
ing like functions with respect to the schools of any other 
educational administrative district, may cause to be ap
pointed voluntary adult recruits as supervisors and, from 
the student body of any public or private school or insti
tution of learning, students, who shall be known as 
members of the "school patrol" and who shall serve 
without compensation and at the pleasure of the author
ity making the appointment. 

The members of such school patrol shall wear an ap~ 
propriate designation or insignia identifying them as 
members of the school patrol when in performance of 
their duties, and they may display "stop" or other proper 
traffic directional signs or signals at school crossings or 
other points where school children are crossing or about 
to cross a public highway, but members of the school 
patrol and their supervisors shall be subordinate to and 
obey the orders of any peace officer present and having 
jurisdiction. 

School districts, at their discretion, may hire sufficient 
numbers of adults to serve as supervisors. Such adults 
shall be subordinate to and obey the orders of any peace 
officer present and having jurisdiction. 

Any school district having a school patrol may pur
chase uniforms and other appropriate insignia, traffic 
signs and other appropriate materials, all to be used by 
members of such school patrol while in performance of 
their duties, and may pay for the same out of the gen
eral fund of the district. 

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to 
fail to stop his vehicle when directed to do so by a school 
patrol sign or signal displayed by a member of the 
school patrol engaged in the performance of his duty and 
wearing or displaying appropriate insignia, and it shall 
further be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to dis
regard any other reasonable directions of a member of 
the school patrol when acting in performance of his du
ties as such. 

School districts may expend funds from the general 
fund of the district to pay premiums for life and acci
dent policies covering the members of the school patrol 
in their district while engaged in the performance of 
their school patrol duties. 

Members of the school patrol shall be considered as 
employees for the purposes of RCW 28A-.58.425, as now 
or hereafter amended. [I 974 ex.s. c 47 § ! ; 196 I c 12 § 
46.48.160. Prior: 1953 c 278 § l; 1937 c 189 § 130; 
R RS § 6360-130; 1927 c 309 § 42; RRS § 6362-42. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.160.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS 

46.61.400 Basic rule and maximum limits. (I) No 
person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed 

(1983 Ed.) 

greater than is reasonable and prudent under the condi
tions arid having regard to the actual and potential haz
ards then existing. In every event speed shall be so 
controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding with 
any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or entering 
the highway in compliance with legal requirements and 
the duty of all persons to use due care. 

(2) Except when a special hazard exists that requires 
lower speed for compliance with subsection ( 1) of this 
section, the limits specified in this section or established 
as hereinafter authorized shall be maximum lawful 
speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway 
at a speed in excess of such maximum limits. 

(a) Twenty-five miles per hour on city and town 
streets; 

(b) Fifty miles per hour on county roads; 
(c) Sixty miles per hour on state highways. 

_,The maximum speed limits set forth in this section 
may be altered as authorized in RCW 46.61.405, 46.61-
.410, and 46.61.415. 

(3) The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with 
the requirements of subsection (I) of this section, drive 
at an appropriate reduced speed when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, when 
approaching and going around a curve, when approach
ing a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or 
winding roadway, and when special hazard exists with 
respect· to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 
weather or highway conditions. [I 965 ex.s. c 155 § 54; 
1963 c 16 §I.Formerly RCW 46.48.011.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Saving of existing orders, etc., establishing speed limits--1963 c 

16: "This act shall not repeal or invalidate existing orders and resolu
tions of the stale highway commission or existing resolutions and ordi
nances of local authorities establishing speed limits within their 
respective jurisdictions." [1963 c 16 § 7. Formerly RCW 46.48.016.] 
"This act" (1963 c 16], as amended, is codified as RCW 46.61.400 
through 46.61.41 S, 46.61.42S, and 46.61.440. 

ji,tie 46 RCW-p 1691 
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46.61.415 When local authorities may alter maxi
mum limits. ( 1) Whenever local authorities in their re
spective jurisdictions determine on the basis of an 
engineering and traffic investigation that the maximum 
speed permitted under RCW 46.61.400 or 46.61.440 is 
greater or less than is reasonable and safe under the 
conditions found to exist upon a highway or part of a 
highway, the locai authority may determine and declare 
a reasonable and safe maximum limit thereon which 

(a) Decreases the limit at intersections; or 
(b) Increases the limit but not to more than sixty 

miles per hour; or 
(c) Decreases the limit but not to, less than twenty 

miles per hour. 
(2) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions 

shall determine by an engineering and traffic investiga
tion the proper maximum speed for all arterial streets 
and shall declare a reasonable and safe maximum limit 
thereon which may be greater or less than the maximum 
speed permitted under RCW 46.61.400(2) but shall not 
exceed sixty miles per hour. 

(3) The secretary of transportation is authorized to 
establish speed limits on county roads and city and town 
streets as shall be necessary to conform with any federal 
requirements which are a prescribed condition for the 
allocation of federal funds to the state. 

(4) Any altered limit established as hereinbefore 
authorized shall be effective when appropriate signs giv
ing notice thereof are erected. Such maximum speed 
limit may be declared to be effective at all times or at 
such times as are' indicated upon such signs; and differ
ing limits may be established for different times of day, 
different types of vehicles, varying weather· conditions, 
and other factors bearing on safe speeds, which shall be 
effective when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable 
signs. 

(5) Any alteration of maximum limits on state high
ways within incorpora,ted cities or towns by local au
thorities shall not be effective until such alteration has 
been approved by the secretary of transportation. [I 977 
ex.s. c 151 § 36; 1974 ex.s. c 103 § 3; 1963 c 16 § 4. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.014.] 

Federal requirements--Severability-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.6·1 .425 Minimum speed regulation--Passing 
slow moving vehicle. (I) No person shall drive a motor 
vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede the normal and 

(1983 Ed.) 
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reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced 
speed is necessary for safe operation or in _compliance 
with law: Provided, That a person following a vehicle 
driving at less than the legal maximum speed and desir
ing to pass such vehicle may exceed the speed limit, 
subject to the provisions of RCW 46.61.120 on highways 
having only one lane of traffic in each direction, at only 
such a speed and for only such a distance as is necessary 
to complete the pass with a reasonable margin of safety. 

(2) Whenever the secretary of transportation or local 
authorities within their respective jurisdictions determine 
on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation 
that slow speeds on any part of a highway unreasonably 
impede the normal movement of traffic, the secretary or 
such local authority may determine and declare a mini
mum speed limit thereat which shall be effective when 
appropriate signs giving notice· thereof are erected. No 
person shall drive a vehicle slower than such minimum 
speed limit except when necessary for safe operation or 
in compliance with law. [ I 977 ex.s. c 151 § 37; 1969 c 
135 § 1; 1967 c 25 § 2; 1963 c 16 § 6. Formerly RCW 
46.48.015.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Federal requirements--Severability-1977 ex.s. c ISi: See 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.427 Slow moving vehicle to pull off roadway. 
On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because 
of traffic in the opposite direction or other conditions, a 
slow moving vehicle, behind which five or more vehicles 
are formed in a line, shall turn off the roadway wherever 
sufficient area for a safe turn-out exists, in order to 
permit the vehicles following to proceed. As used in this 
section a slow moving vehicle is one which is proceeding 
at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic at 
the particular time and place. [ 1973 c 88 § I.] 

46.61,428 Slow moving vehicle permitted to drive on 
improved -shoulders, when. ( 1) The state highway com
mission and local authorities are authorized to determine 
those portions of any two-lane highways under their re
spective jurisdictions on which drivers of slow moving 
vehicles may safely drive onto improved shoulders for 
the purpose of allowing overtaking vehicles to pass and 
may by appropriate signs indicate the beginning and end 
of such zones. 

(2) Where signs are in place to define a driving-on
shoulder zone as set forth in subsection· ( 1) of this sec
tion, the driver of a sl9w moving vehicle. may drive onto 
and along the shoulder within the zone but only for the 
purpose of allowing overtaking vehicles to pass and then 
shall return to the roadway. 

(3) Signs erected to define a driving-on-shoulder zone 
shall take precedence over pavement markings for the 
purpose of allowing the movements described in subsec
tion (2) of this section. [1977 ex.s. c 39 § I.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47 .01.03 I. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
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46.61.435 Local authorities to provide "stop" or 
"yield" signs at intersections with increased speed high
ways--Designated as arterials. The governing body or 
authority of any such city or town or political subdivi
sion shall place and maintain upon each and every high
way intersecting a highway where an increased speed is 
permitted, as provided in this chapter, appropriate stop 
or yield signs, sufficient to be read at any time by any 
person upon approaching and entering the highway upon 
whicp such increased speed is permitted and such city 
street or such portion thereof as is subject to the in
creased speed shall be an arterial highway. [ 1975 c 62 § 
33; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.046. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 4; prior: 
1937 c 189 § 66, part; RRS § 6360-66, part; 1927 c 309 
§ 5, part; 1921 c 96 § 41, part; 1919 c 59 § 13, part; 
1917 c 155 § 20, part; 1915 c 142 § 34, part; RRS § 
6362-5, part. Formerly RCW 46.48.046.] 

Severability-1975 c 62: Sec note following RCW 36.75.010. 
Designation of city streets as arterials, stopping on entering: RCW 

46.6/. 195. 
Traffic control signals or devices upon city streets forming part of state 

highways: RCW 46.61.085. 

46.61.440 Maximum speed limit when passing school 
or playground crosswalks. Subject to RCW 
46.61.400(1 ), and except in those instances where a 
lower maximum lawful speed is provided by this chapter 
or otherwise, it shall be unlawful for the operator of any 
vehicle to operate the same· at· a speed in excess of 
twenty miles per hour when operating any vehicle upon 
a ½ighway either inside or outside an incorporated city 
or town when passing any marked school or playground 
crosswalk when such marked crosswalk is fully posted 
with standard school speed limit signs or standard play
ground speed limit signs. The speed zone at the cross
walk shall extend three hundred feet in either direction 
from the marked crosswalk. [ 197 5 c 62 § 34; 1963 c 16 
§ 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.023. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 9; 1949 c 
196 § 6, part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 64, 
part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c 309 § 3, 
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part; 1923 c 181 § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 1917 c 
155 § I 6, part; I 9 I 5 c I 42 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, 

·· part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 2531, part. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.023.] 

Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.445 Due care required. Compliance with speed 
requirements of this chapter under the circumstances 
hereinabove set forth shall not relieve the operator of 
any vehicle from the further exercise of due care and 
caution as further circumstances shall require. [ 1961 c 
12 § 46.48.025. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 11; 1949 c 196 § 6, 
part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 64, part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360--64, part; 1927 c 309 § 3, part; 1923 
c 181 § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 1917 c 155 § 16, 
part; 1915 c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 6362-3, part; 1909 c 
249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. 2531, part. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.025.] 

Duty to use due care: RCW 46.61.400(1). 

46.61.4S0 Maximum speed, weight, or size in trav
ersing bridges, elevated structures, tunnels, under
passes-Posting limits. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate a vehicle or any combination of vehi
cles over any bridge or other elevated structure or 
through any tunnel or underpass constituting a part of 
any public highway at a rate of speed or with a gross 
weight or of a size which is greater at any time than the 
maxiinum speed or maximum weight or size which can 
be maintained or carried with safety over any such 
bridge or structure or through any such tunnel or un
derpass wheri such bridge, structure, tunnel, or under
pass is sign posted as hereinafter provided. The secretary 
of transportation, if it be a bridge, structure, tunnel, or 
underpass upon a state highway, or the governing body 
or authorities of any county, city, or town, if it be upon 
roads or streets under their jurisdiction, may restrict the 
speed which may be maintained or the gross weight or 
size which may be operated upon or over any such 
bridge or elevated structure or through any such tunnel 
or underpass with safety thereto. The secretary or the 
governing body or authorities of any county, city, or 
town having jurisdiction shall determine and declare the 
maximum speed or maximum gross weight or size which 
such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel, or underpass can 
withstand or accommodate and shall cause suitable signs 
stating such maximum speed or maximum gross weight, 
or size, or either, to be erected and maintained on' the 
right hand side of such highway, road, or street and at a 
distance of not less than one hundred feet from each end 
of such bridge, structure, tunnel, or underpass and on 
the approach thereto: Provided, That in the event that 
any such brtdge, elevated structure, tunnel, or underpass 
is upon a city street designated by the transportation 
commission as forming a part of the route of any state 
highway through any such incorporated city or town the 
determination of any maximum speed or maximum gross 
weight or size which such bridge, elevated structure, 
tunnel, or underpass can withstand or accommodate 
shall not be enforceable at any speed, weigh·,, or size less 
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than the maximum allowed by law, unless with the ap
proval in writing of the secretary. Upon the trial of any 
person charged with a violation of this section, proof of 
either violation of maximum speed or maximum weight, 
or size, or either, and the distance and location of such 
signs as are required, shall constitute conclusive evidence 
of the maximum speed or maximum weight, or size, or 
either, which can be maintained or carried with safety 
over such bridge or elevated structure or through such 
tunnel or underpass. [l 977 ex.s. c 151 § 39; 1961 c 12 § 
46.48.080. Prior: l 937 c 189 § 70; RRS § 6360--70. 
. Formerly RCW 46.48.080.] 

Federal requirements--Se,erability-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 

46.61.4S5 Vehicles with solid or hollow cushion tires. 
It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle equipped or 
partly equipped with solid rubber tires or hollow center 
cushion tires, or to operate any combination of vehicles 
any part of which is equipped or partly equipped with 
solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires, so long 
as solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires may 
be used under the provisions of this title, upon any pub
lic highway of this state at a greater rate of speed than 
ten miles per hour. [1961 c 12 § 46.48.110. Prior: 1947 c 
200 § 11; 1_937 c 189 § 73; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360--73. 
Formerly RCW 46.48.11 0.] 

46.61.460 Special speed limitation on motor-driven 
cycle. No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 
any time mentioned in RCW 46.37 .020 at a speed 
greater than thirty-five miles per hour unless such mo
tor-driven cycle is equipped with a head lamp or lamps 
which are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a 
distance of three hundred feet ahead. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
57.] 

46.61.46S Exceeding speed limit evidence of reckless 
driving. The unlawful operation of a vehicle in excess of 
the maximum lawful speeds provided in this chapter at 
the point of operation and under the circumstances de
scribed shall be prima facie evidence of the operation of 
a motor vehicle in a. reckless manner by the operator 
thereof. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.48.026. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 12; 
1949 c 196 § 6, part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 
64, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6360--64, part; 1927 c 309 
§ 3, part; 1923 c 181 § 6, part; 1921 c 96 § 27, part; 
1917 c 155 § 16, part; 1915 c 142 § 24, part; RRS § 
6362-3, part; 1909 c 249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. § 
2531, part. Formerly RCW 46.48.026.] 

46.61.470 Speed traps defined, certain types permit
ted--Measured courses, speed measuring devices, tim
ing from aircraft. (I) No evidence as to the speed of any 
vehicle operated upon a public highway by any person 
arrested for violation of any of the laws of this state 
regarding speed or of any orders, rules, or regulations of 
any city or town or other political subdivision relating 
thereto shalf be admitted in evidence in any court at a 
subsequent trial of such person in case such evidence re
lates to or is based upon the maintenance or use of a 
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speed trap except as provided in subsection (2) of this 
section. A "speed trap," within the meaning of this sec
tion, is a particular section of or distance on any public 
highway, the length of which has been or is measured off 
or otherwise designated or determined, and the limits of 
which are within the vision of any officer or officers who 
calculate the speed of a vehicle passing through such 
speed trap by using the lapsed time during which such 
vehicle travels between the entrance and exit of such 
speed trap. 

(2) Evidence shall be admissible against any person 
arrested or issued a notice of a traffic infraction for vio
lation of any of the laws of this state or of any orders, 
rules, or regulations of any city or town or other political 
subdivision regarding speed if the same is determined by 
a particular section of or distance on a public highway, 
the length of which has been accurately measured off or 
otherwise designated or determined and either: (a) The 
limits of which are controlled by a mechanical, electri
cal, or other device capable of measuring or recording 
the speed of a vehicle passing within such limits; or (b) a 
timing device is operated from an aircraft, which timing 
device when used to measure the elapsed time of a vehi
cle passing over such a particular section of or distance 
upon a public highway indicates the speed of a vehicle. 

(3) The exceptions of subsection (2) of this section are 
limited to devices or observations with a maximum error 
of not to exceed five percent using the lapsed time dur
ing which such vehicle travels between such limits, and 
such limits shall not be closer than one-fourth mile. 
[1981 c 105 § l; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.120. Prior: 1937 c 
I 89 § 74; RRS § 6360-74; 1927 · c 309 § 7; RRS § 
6362-7. Formerly RCW 46.48.120.] 

46.61.475 Charging violations of speed regulations. 
(I) In every charge of violation of any speed regulation 
in this chapter the complaint, also the summons or no
tice to appear, shall specify the approximate speed at 
which the defendant is alleged to have driven, also the 
maximum speed applicable within the district or at the 
location. [I 965 ex.s. c I 55 § 58.] 

RECKLESS DRIVING, DRIVING WHILE 
INTOXICATED, VEHICULAR HOMICIDE AND 

ASSAULT ' 

46.61.500 Reckless driving--Penalty. (1) Any 
person who drives any vehicle in wilful ,or wanton disre
gard for the sa(ety of persons or property is guilty of 
reckless driving. Violation of the provisions of this sec
tion is a misdemeanor. 

(2) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege of any person convicted of reckless driving shall 
be suspended by the department for not less than thirty 
days. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 85; 1967 c 32 § 67; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 59.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effecti,e date---Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person involved in reckless driving: RCW 10.31.100. 
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Embracing another while driving as reckless driving: RCW 46.61.665. 
Excess. speed as prima facie evidence of. reckless driving: RCW 

46.61.465. 
Racing of vehicles on public highways, reckless driving: RCW 

46.61.530. 
Revocation of license, reckless driving: RCW 46.20.285. 

46.61.502 Driving while under influence of intoxicat
ing liquor or drug--What constitutes. A person is 
guilty of driving while under the influence of intoxicat
ing liquor or any drug if he drives a vehicle within this 
state while: 

(I) He has 0.10 percent or more by weight of alcohol 
in his blood as shown by chemical analysis of his breath, 
blood, or other bodily substance made under RCW 46-
.61.506 as now or hereafter amended; or 

(2) He is under the influence of or· affected by intoxi
cating liquor or any drug; or 

(3) He is under the combined influence of or affected 
by intoxicating liquor and any drug. 

The fact that any person charged with a violation of 
this section is or has been entitled to use such drug un
der the laws of this state shall not constitute a defense 
against any charge of violating this section. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
176 § !.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-· Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Se"rability-1979 ex.s. c 176: "If.any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain
der of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected." [ I 979 ex.s. c I 76 § 8.] 

46.61.504 Actual physical control of motor vehicle 
while under influence of intoxicating liquor or drug-
What constitutes--Defenses. A person is guilty of be
ing in actual physical control of a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug if 
he has actual physical control of a vehicle within this 
state while: 

(I) He has a 0.10 percent or more by weight of alco
hol in his blood as shown by chemical analysis of his 
breath, blood, or other bodily substance made under 
RCW 46.61.506, as now or hereafter amended; or 

(2) He is under the influence of or affected by intoxi
cating liquor or any drug; or 

(3) He is under the combined influence of or affected 
by intoxicating liquor and any drug. 

The fact that any person charged with a violation of 
this section is or has been entitled to use such drug un
der the laws of this state shall not constitute a defense 
against any charge of violating this· section. No person 
may be convicted under this section if, prior to being 
pursued by a law enforcement officer, he has moved the 
vehicle safely off the roadway. [ I 979 ex.s. c I 76 § 2.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear-
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 

46.61.502. 

46.61.506 Persons under influence of intoxicating li
quor or drug--Evidence--Chemical tests-. -Infor
mation concerning_ tests. ( 1) Upon the trial of any civil 
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or criminal action or proceeding arising out of acts al
leged to have been committed by any person while driv
ing or in actual physical control of a vehicle while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug, if the 
amount of alcohol in the person's blood at the time al
leged as shown by chemical analysis of his blood, breath, 
or other bodily substance is· less than 0.10 percent by 
weight of alcohol in the person's blood, it is evidence 
that may be considered with other competent evidence in 
determining whether the person was under the influence 
of intoxicating liquor or any drug. 

(2) Percent by weight of alcohol in the blood shall be 
based upon milligrams of alcohol per one hundred cubic 
centimeters· of blood. The foregoing provisions of this 
section shall not be construed as limiting the introduc
tion of any other competent evidence bearing upon the 
question whether the person was under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any drug. 

(3) Chemical analysis of the person's blood or breath 
to be considered valid under the provisions of this section 
or RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504 shall have been per
formed according to methods approved by the state tox
icologist and by an individual possessing a valid permit 
issued by the state toxicologist for this purpose. The 
state toxicologist is directed to approve satisfactory 
techniques or methods, to supervise the examination of 
individuals to ascertain their qualifications and compe
tence to conduct such analyses, and to issue permits 
which shall be subject to termination or revocation at 
the discretion of the state toxicologist. 

( 4) When a blood test is administered under the pro
visions of RCW 46.20.308, the withdrawal of blood for 
the purpose of determining its alcoholic content may be 
performed only by a physician, a registered nurse, or a 
qualified technician. This limitation shall not apply to 
the taking of breath specimens. 

(5) The person tested may have a physician, or a 
qualified technician, chemist, registered nurse, or other 
qualified person of his own choosing administer a chem
ical test or tests in addition to any administered at the 
direction of a law enforcement officer. The failure or in
ability to obtain an additional test by a person shall not 
preclude the admission of evidence relating to the test or 
tests taken at the direction of a law enforcement officer. 

(6) Upon the request of the person who shall submit 
to a chemical test or tests at the request cif a law en
forcement officer, full information concerning the test or 
tests shall be made available to him or his attorney. 
[1979 ex.s. c 176 § 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 287 § l; 1969 cl 
§ 3 (Initiative Measure No. 242, approved November 5, 
1968).) 

Rules of court: Evidence of breathalyzer tests-JCrR 4.09. 
Severability-1979 ex.s; c 176: See note following RCW 

46.61.502. 
Severability, implied consent law-1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.91 I. 

Arrest of driver under influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs: RCW 
JO.JI. JOO. 
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46.61.515 · Driving or being in physical control of 
motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating li
quor or drugs-Penalties-Alcohol or drug problem, 
treatment--Penalty assessments in addition to fines, 
etc.--Suspension or revocation of license---Appeal. 
(I) Every person who is convicted of a violation of RCW 
46.61.502 or 46.61.504 shall be punished by imprison
ment for not less than twenty-four consecutive hours nor 
more than one year, and by a fine of not more than 
seven hundred fifty dollars. T~enty-four consecutive 
hours of the jail sentence shall not be suspended or de
ferred unless the judge finds that the imposition of the 
jail sentence will pose a risk to the defendant's physical 
or mental· well-being. Whenever the mandatory jail sen
tence is suspended or deferred, the judge must state, in 
writing, the reason for granting the suspension or defer
ral and the facts upon which the suspension or deferral 
is based. The court may impose conditions of probation 
that may include nonrepetition, alcohol or drug treat
ment, supervised probation, or other conditions that may 
be appropriate. The convicted person shall, in addition, 
be required to complete a course in an alcohol informa
tion school approved by the department of social and 
health services or more intensive treatment in a program 
approved by th.e department of social and health ser
vices, as determined by the court. A diagnostic evalua
tion· and treatment recommendation shall be prepared 
under the direction of the court by an alcoholism agency 
approved by the department of social and health services 
or a qualified probatiqn department approved by the de
partment of social and health services. A copy of the re
port shall be forwarded to the department of licensing. 
Based on the diagnostic evaluation, the court shall de
termine whether the convicted person shall be required 
to complete a course in an alcohol information school 
approved by the department of social and health services 
or more intensive treatment in a program approved by 
the depariment of social and health services. Standards 
for approval for alcohol treatment programs shall be 
prescribed by rule under the administrative procedure 
act, chapter 34.04 RCW. The courts shall periodically 
review the costs of alcohol information schools and 
treatment programs within their jurisdictions. 
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(2) On a second or subsequent conviction for driving 
or being in physical control of a motor vehicle while un
der the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs within a 
five-year period a person shall be punished by imprison
ment for not less than seven days nor more than one 
year and by a fine of not more than one thousand five 
hundred dollars. District courts and courts organized 
under chapter 35.20 RCW are authorized to impose 
such fine. The jail sentence shall not be suspended or 
deferred unless the judge finds that the imposition of the 
jail sentence will pose a risk to the defendant's physical 
or mental well-being. Whenever the mandatory jail sen
tence is suspended or deferred, the judge must state, in 
writing, the reason for granting the suspension or defer
ral and the facts upon which the suspension or deferral 
is based. If, at the time of a second or subsequent con
viction, the driver is without a license or permit because 
of a previous suspension or revocation, the minimum 
mandatory sentence shall be ninety days in jail and a 
two hundred dollar fine. The penalty so imposed shall 
not be suspended or deferred. The person shall, in addi
tion, be required to complete a diagnostic evaluation by 
an alcoholism agency approved by the department of so0 

cial and health services or a qualified probation depart
ment approved by the department of social and health 
services. The report shall be forwarded to the depart
ment of licensing. If the person is found to have an al
cohol or drug problem requiring treatment, the person 
shall complete treatment at an approved alcoholism 
treatment facility or approved drug treatment center. 

In addition to any nonsuspendable and nondeferrable 
jail sentence required by this subsection, the court shall 
sentence a person to a term of imprisonment not ex
ceeding one hundred eighty days and shall suspend but 
shall not defer the sentence for a period not exceeding 
two years. The suspension of the sentence may be condi
tioned upon nonrepetition, alcohol or drug treatment, 
supervised probation, or other conditions that may be 
appropriate. The sentence may be imposed in whole or in 
part upon violation of a condition of suspension during 
the suspension period. 

(3) There shall be levied and paid into the highway 
safety fund of the state treasury a penalty assessment in 
the minimum amount of twenty-five percent of, and 
which shall be in addition to, any fine, bail forfeiture, or 
costs on all offenses involving a violation of any state 
statute or -~ity or county ordinance relating to driving a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or being in actual physical control.of a motor ve
hicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor. All 
funds derived from the penalty assessment are in addi
tion to and exclusive of assessments made under RCW 
46.81.030 and are for the exclusive use of the depart
ment for driver services programs and for a state-wide 
alcohol safety action program, or other similar programs 
designed primarily for the rehabilitation or control of 
traffic off enders. The penalty assessment shall be in
cluded in any bail schedule and shall be included by the 
court in any pronouncement of sentence. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions contained in chap
ters 3.16, 3.46, 3.50, 3.62, or 35.20 RCW, or any other 

(1983 Ed.) 

section of law, the penalty assessment provided for in 
subsection (3) of this section shal_l not be suspended, 
waived, modified, or deferred in any respect, and all 
moneys derived from the penalty assessments shall be 
forwarded to the highway safety fund to be used exclu
sively for the purposes set forth in subsection (3) of this 
section. 

(5) The license or permit to drive or any nonresident 
privilege of any person convicted of driving or being in 
physical control of a motor vehicle while under the in
fluence of intoxicating liquor or drugs shall: 

(a) On the first conviction under either offense, be 
suspended by the department until the person reaches 
age nineteen or for ninety days, whichever is longer. The 
department of licensing shall determine the person's eli
gibility for licensing based upon the reports provided by 
the designated alcoholism agency or probation depart
ment and shall deny reinstatement until enrollment and 
participation in an approved program has been estab
lished and the person is otherwise qualified; 

(b) On a second conviction under either offense within 
a five-year period, be revoked by the department for one 
year. The department of licensing shall determine the 
person's eligibility for licensing based upon the reports 
provided by the designated alcoholism agency or proba
tion department and shall deny reinstatement until sat
isfactory progress in an approved program has been 
established and the person is otherwise qualified; 

(c) On a third or subsequent conviction of driving or 
being in physical control of a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, vehicular 
homicide, or vehicular assault, or any combination 
thereof within a five-year period, be revoked by the de
partment for two years. 

(6) In any case provided for in this section, where a 
driver's license is to be revoked or suspended, the revo
cation or suspension shall be stayed and shall not take 
effect until after the determination of any appeal from 
the conviction which may lawfully be taken, but in case 
the conviction is sustained on appeal the revocation or 
suspension takes effect as of the date that the conviction 
becomes effective for other purposes. [ I 983 c 165 § 21; 
I 983 c 150 §. I; 1982 I st ex.s. c 47 § 27; I 979 ex.s. c 176 
§ 6; 1977 ex.s. c 3 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 287 § 2; 1974 
ex.s. c 130 § l; 1971 ex.s. c 284 § I; 1967 C 32 § 68; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 62.] 

Legislative finding, intent--Effecti,e dates---Se,erability--
1983 c 165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308. 

Se,erability--1982 1st ex.s. c 47: See note following RCW 
9.41.190. 

Se,erability--1979 ex.s. c 176: See note following RCW 
46.61.502. 

· Se,erability--1971 ex.s. c 284: See note following RCW 
46.65.010. 

Cities and towns, penalties for driving while intoxicated: RCW 
35.21.165. 

Counties. penalties for driving while intoxicated: RCW 36.32.127. 

Highway safety fund: RCW 46.68.060. · 

Revocation of license for driving under the influence of intoxicating li
quor or drugs 

administrntive revocations: RCW 46.2U600 through 46.20. 700. 
mandatory revocations: RCW 46.20.285. 
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46.61.519 Alcoholic bel'erages--Drinking or open 
container in l'ehicle on bighway--Exceptions. ( l) It is 
a traffic infraction to drink any alcoholic beverage in a 
motor vehicle when the vehicle is upon a highway. 

(2) It is a traffic infraction for a person to have in his 
possession while in a motor vehicle upon a highway, a 
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bottle, can, or other receptacle containing an alcoholic 
beverage if the container has been opened or a seal bro
ken or the contents partially removed. 

(3) It is a traffic infraction for the registered owner of 
a motor vehicle, or the driver if the registered owner is 
not then present in the vehicle, to keep in a motor vehi
cle when the vehicle is upon a highway, a bottle, can, or 
other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage which 
has been opened or a seal broken or the contents par
tially removed, unless the container is kept in the trunk 
of the vehicle or in some other area of the vehicle not 
normally occupied by the driver or passengers if the ve
hicle does not have a trunk. A utility compartment or 
glove compartment is deemed to be within the area oc
cupied by the driver and passengers. 

( 4) This section does not apply to a public conveyance 
that has been commercially chartered for group use or to 
the living quarters of a motor home or camper or, except 
as otherwise provided by RCW 66.44.250 or local law, 
to any passenger for compensation in a for-hire vehicle 
licensed under city, county, or state law. [1983 c 165 § 
28.] 

Legislative finding, intent--Effective dates--Severability--
1983 c 16S: See notes following RCW -:6 .. !.308. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.61.525 Operating motor vehicle in a negligent 
manner--Penalty--Exception. It shall be unlawful 
for any person to operate a motor vehicle in a negligent 
manner. For the purpose of this section to "operate in a 
negligent manner" shall be construed to mean the oper
ation of a vehicle in such a manner as to endanger or be 
likely to endanger any persons or property: Provided 
however, That any person operating a motor vehicle on 
private property with the consent of the owner in a 
manner consistent with the owner's consent shall not be 
guilty of negligent driving. 

The offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent man
ner shall be considered to be a lesser offense than, but 
included in, the offense of operating a vehicle in a reck
less manner, and any person charged with operating a 
vehicle in a reckless manner may be convicted of the 
lesser offense of operating a vehicle in a negligent man
ner. Any person violating the provisions of this section 
will be guilty of a misdemeanor: Provided, That the di
rector may not revoke any license under this section, and 
such offense is not punishable by imprisonment or by a 
fine exceeding two hundred fifty dollars. [ 1979 ex.s. c 
I 36 § 86; 1967 c 32 § 69; 1961 c 12 § 46.56.030. Prior: 
1939 c 154 § 1; RRS § 6360-118 1/2. Formerly RCW 
46.56.030.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Optional appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person involved in negligent driving: RCW 10.31. JOO. 

46.61.530 Racing of vehicles on highways--Reck
less driving--Exception. No person or persons may 
race any motor vehicle or motor vehicles upon any pub
lic highway of this state. Any person or persons who 
wilfully compare or contest relative speeds by operation 
of one or more motor vehicles shall be guilty of racing, 
which shall constitute reckless driving under RCW 46-
.61.500, whether or not such speed is in excess of the 
maximum speed prescribed by law: Provided however, 
That any comparison or contest of the accuracy with 
which motor vehicles may be operated in terms of rela
tive speeds not in excess of the posted maximum speed 
does not constitute racing. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 87; 1961 c 
12 § 46.48.050. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 67; RRS § 6360-67; 
1921 c 96 § 32; 1915 c 142 § 25; RRS § 6344. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.050.) 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-M;indatory appear-
ance-JCr,?. 2.09. ' 
Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 1~6: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Arrest of person involved in racing of vehicles: RCW 10.31.100. 

46.61.535 Advertising of unlawful speed attained-
Reckless driving. It shall be unlawful for any manufac
turer, dealer, distributor, or any person, firm, or corpo
ration to publish or advertise or offer for publication or 
advertisement, or to consent or cause to be published or 
advertised, the time consumed or speed attained by a 
vehicle between given points or over given or designated 
distances upon any public highways of this state when 
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such published or advertised time consumed or speed at
tained shall indicate an average rate of speed between 
given points or over a given or designated distance in 
excess of the maximum rate of speed allowed between 
such points or at a rate of speed which would constitute 
reckless driving between such points. Violation of any of 
the provisions of this section shall be prima facie evi
dence of reckless driving and shall subject such person, 
firm, or corporation to the penalties in such cases pro
vided. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 88; 1961 c 12 § 46.48.060. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 68; RRS § 6360-68. Formerly 
RCW 46.48.060.] 

Effecfoe date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.540 "Drugs," what included. The word 
"drugs", as used in RCW 46.61.500 through 46.61.535, 
shall include but not be limited to those drugs and sub
stances regulated by chapters 69.41 and 69.50 RCW. 
[1975 1st ex.s. c 287 § 5.] 

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING 

46.61.560 Stopping, standing, or parking outside of 
business or residence districts. (1) Outside of incorpo
rated cities and towns no person shall stop, park, or 
leave standing any vehicle, w~ether attended or unat
tended, upon the roadway. 

(2) Subsection (1) of this section, RCW 46.61.570, 
and 46.61.57 5 shall not apply to the driver of any vehicl~ 
which is disabled in such manner and to such extent that 
it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving 
the vehicle in such position. The driver shalt nonetheless 
arrange for the prompt removal of the vehicle as re
quired by RCW 46.61.590. 

(3) Subsection ( l) of this section shall not apply to 
the driver of a public transit vehicle who shall tempo
rarily stop his vehicle upon the roadway for the purpose 
of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging 
passengers at a marked transit vehicle stop zone ap
proved by the state highway commission or a county 
upon highways under their respective jurisdictions. 
[1979 ex.s. c·l78 § 20; 1977 c 24· § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
64.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "state highway commission" means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 

Severability-1979 ex.s. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 
Rules on leaving motor vehicle unattended: RCW 46.61.600. 

(Title 46 RCW-p 177] 
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46.61.565 Officers authorized to remove certain ve
hicles. Any police officer may take custody of a vehicle 
and provide for its prompt removal to a place of safety 
under any of the following circumstances: 

(I) Whenever any police officer finds a vehicle stand-
. ing upon the roadway in violation of any of the provi

sions of RCW 46.61.560, the officer is hereby 
authorized to provide for the· removal of the vehicle or 
require the driver or other person in charge of the vehi
cle to move the vehicle to a position off the roadway. 

(2) Whenever any police officer finds a vehicle unat
tended upon any highway where the vehicle constitutes 
an obstruction to traffic or jeopardizes public safety. 

(3) Whenever a police officer finds an unattended ve
hicle at the scene of an accident or when the driver of 
any vehicle involved in an accident is physically or men
tally incapable, or too intoxicated, to decide upon steps 
to be taken to protect his or her property. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 178) 

(4) Whenever the driver of a vehicle is arrested and 
taken into custody by a police officer, and the driver, 
because of intoxication or otherwise, is mentally incapa
ble of deciding upon steps to be taken to safeguard his or 
her property. 

(5) Whenever a police officer discovers a vehicle 
which he determines to be a stolen vehicle. 

( 6) Nothing in this section shall derogate from the 
powers of police officers under the common law. For the 
purposes of this section, a place of safety may include 
the business location of a registered disposer as defined 
in RCW 46.52.102. [1979 ex.s. c 178 § 21; 1977 ex.s. c 
167 § 4; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 65.) 

Severability-1979 ex.~. c 178: See note following RCW 
46.61.590. 

46.61.570 Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited 
in specified places--Resening portion of highway pro
hibited. (I) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions 
of a police officer or official traffic control device, no 
person shall: 

(a) .Stop, stand, or park a vehicle: 
(i) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or 

parked at the edge or curb of a street; 

(1983 Ed.) 



• Rules of The Road 46.61.580 

(ii) On a sidewalk or street planting strip; 
(iii) Within an intersection; 
(iv) On a crosswalk; 
(v) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or 

within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately op
posite the ends of a safety zone, unless official signs or 
markings indicate a differi:nt no-parking area opposite 
the ends of a safety zone; 

(vi) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or 
obstruction when stopping, standing, or parking would 
obstruct traffic; 

(vii) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon 
a highway or within a highway tunnel; · 

(viii) On any railroad tracks; 
(ix) In the area between roadways of a divided high

way including crossovers; or 
(x) At any place where official signs prohibit 

stopping. 
(b) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 

except momentarily to pick up or discharge a passenger 
or passengers: 

(i) In front of a public or private driveway or within 
five feet of the end of the curb radius leading thereto; 

(ii) Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant; 
(iii) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk; 
(iv) Within thirty feet upon the approach to any 

flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic control 
signal located at the side of a roadway; 

(v) Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to 
any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the 
entrance to any fire station within. seventy-five feet of 
said entrance when properly signposted; or 

(vi) At any place where official signs prohibit 
standing. 

(c) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except 
temporarily for the purpose of and while actually en
gaged in loading or unloading property or passengers: 

(i) Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad 
crossing; or 

(ii) At any place where official signs prohibit parking. 
(2) Parking or standing shall be permitted in the 

manner provided by law at all other places except a time 
limit may be imposed or parking restricted at other 
places but such limitation and restriction shall be by city 
ordinance or county resolution or order of the secretary 
of transportation upon highways under their respective 
jurisdictions. 

(3) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under 
his or her control into any such prohibited area or away 
from a curb such a distance as is unlawful. · 

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to reserve or 
attempt to reserve any portion of a highway for the pur
pose of stopping, standing, or parking to the exclusion of 
any other like person, nor shall any person be granted 
such right. [1977 ex.s. c 151 § 40; 1975 c 62 § 35; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 66.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Federal requirements--Severability-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 
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46.61.575 Additional parking regulations. (1) Except 
as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle 
stopped or parked upon a two--way roadway shall be so 
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels parallel to 
and within twelve inches of the right-hand curb or as 
close as practicable to the right edge of the right-hand 
shoulder. 

(2) Except when otherwise provided by local ordi
nance, every vehicle stopped or parked upon a one-way 
roadway shall be so stopped or parked parallel to the 
curb or edge of the roadway, in the direction of author
ized traffic movement, with its right-hand wheels within 
twelve inches of the right-hand curb or as close as prac
ticable to the right edge of the right-hand shoulder, or 
with its left-hand wheels within twelve inches of the 
left-hand curb or as close as practicable to the left edge 
of the left-hand shoulder. 

(3) Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution 
permit angle parking on any roadway, except that angle 
parking shall not be permitted on any federal-aid or 
state highway unless the secretary of transportation has 
determined by order that the roadway is of sufficient 
width to permit angle parking without interfering with 
the free movement of traffic. 

(4) The secretary with respect to highways under his 
or her jurisdiction may place official traffic control de
vices prohibiting, limiting, or restricting the stopping, 
standing, or parking of vehicles on any highway where 
the secretary has determined by order, such stopping, 
standing, or parking is dangerous to those u·sing the 
highway or where the stopping, standing, or parking of 
vehicles would unduly interfere with the free movement 
of traffic thereon. No person shall stop, stand, or park 
any vehicle in violation of the restrictions indicated by 
such devices. [1977 ex.s. c 151 § 41; 1975 c 62 § 36; 
1965 ex.s. c 155 § 67.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schcdu/e-JTIR 6.2. 
Federal requirements---Severability-1977 ex.s. c 151: See 

RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.0IO. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 1791 
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46.61.590 Unattended motor vehicle--Removal 
from highway. It is unlawful for the operator of a vehicle 
to leave the vehicle unattended within the limits of any 
highway unless the operator of the vehicle arranges for 
the prompt removal of the vehicle. [ 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 
I.) 

Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 178: • If any provision of this I 979 act 
or its application to any person or' circumstance is held invalid, the re
mainder of the act or the application of the provision to other persons 
or circumstances is not affected." [ 1979 ex.s. c 178 § 23.] 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES 

46.61.600 Unattended motor vehicle. (1) No person 
driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to 
stand unattended without first stopping the engine, lock
ing the ignition, removing the key and effectively setting 

[Title 46 RCW-p 1801 

the brake thereon and, when standing upon any percep
tible grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or side 
of the highway. 

(2) The most recent driver of a motor vehicle which 
the driver has left standing unattended, who learns that 
the vehicle has become set in motion and has struck an
other vehicle or property, or has caused injury to any 
person, shall comply with the requirements of: 

(a) RCW 46.52.010 if his vehicle strikes an unat
tended vehicle or property adjacent to a public highway; 
or 

(b) RCW 46.52.020 if his vehicle causes damage to 
an attended vehicle or other property or injury to any 
person. 

(3) Any person failing to comply with subsection 
(2)(b) of this section shall be subject to the sanctions set 
forth in RCW 46.52.020. [ I 980 c 97 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 
155§68.] 

Effective date--1980 c 97: See note following RCW 46.52.020. 

46.61.605 timitations on backing. (l) The driver of 
a vehicle shall not back the same unless such movement 
can be made with safety and without interfering with 
other traffic. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same 
upon any shoulder or roadway of any limited access 
highway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 69.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.606 · Driving on sidewalk prohibited-
Exception. No person shall drive any vehicle upon a 
sidewalk or sidewalk area except upon a permanent or 
duly authorized temporary driveway. [ 1975 c 62 § 45.) 

Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36:75.010. 

46.61.608 Operating motorcycles on roadways laned 
for traffic. ( l) All motorcycles are entitled to full use of 
a lane and no motor vehicle shall be driven in such a 
manner as to deprive any motorcycle of the full use of a 
lane. This subsection shall not apply to motorcycles op
erated two abreast in a single lane. 

(2) The operator of a motorcycle shall not overtake 
and pass in the.same lane occupied·by the vehicle being 
overtaken. 

(3) No person shall operate a motorcycle between 
lanes of traffic or between adjacent lines or rows of 
vehicles. 

(4) Motorcycles shall not be operated more than two 
abreast in a single lane. 

(5) Subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall not 
apply to police officers in the performance of their o(fi
cial duties. [1975 c 62 § 46.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.610 Riding on motorcycles. A person operating 
a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and 
regular seat attached thereto, and such operator shall 
not carry any other person nor shall any other person 
ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed 
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to carry more than one person, in which event a passen
g(;r may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if de
signed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly 
attached to the motorcycle at the rear or side of the op
erator: Provided, howc\ler, That the motorcycle must 
contain foot pegs, of a type approved by the equipment 
commission, for each person such motorcycle is designed 
to carry. [1975 c 62 § 3T; 1967 c 232 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 70.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

Equipment regulations for motorcycles: RCW 46.37.530, 46.37.535. 
Mopeds: RCW 46.16.630, 46.61.710, 46.61.720. 

46.61.611 Riding on motorcycles--Maximum 
height for handlebars. No person shali operate on a pub
lic highway a motorcycle in which the handlebars or 
grips are more than fifteen inches higher than the seat 
or saddle for the operator. [ l 967 c 232 § 6.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.612 Riding on motorcycles--Both feet not to 
be on same side. No person shall ride a motorcycle in a 
position where both feet are placed on the same side of 
the motorcycle. [ 196 7 c 23 2 § 7.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedu/e-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.614 Riding on motorcycles--Clinging to 
other Yehicles. No person riding upon a motorcycle shall 
attach himself or the motorcycle to any other vehicle on 
a roadway. [1975 c 62 § 47.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.615 Obstructions to driYer's Yiew or driving 
mechanism. (1) No person shall drive a vehicle when it is 
so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such a 
number of persons, exceeding three, as to obstruct the 
view of the driver to th'e front or sides of the vehicle or 
as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving 
mechanism of the vehicle. 

(2) No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such posi
tion as to interfere with the driver's view ahead or to the 
sides, or to interfere with his control over the driving 
mechanism of the vehicle. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 71.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.620 Opening and closing Yehicle doors. No 
person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side 
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adjacent to moving traffic unless and until it is reason
ably safe to do so, and can be done without interfering 
with the movement of other traffic, nor shall any person 
leave a door open on the side of a vehicle adjacent to 
moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary 
to load or unload passengers. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 72.) 

46.61.625 Riding in trailers. No person or persons 
shall occupy any trailer while it is being moved upon a 
public highway, except a person occupying a proper po
sition for steering a trailer designed to be steered from a 
rear-end position. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 73.) 

46.61.630 Coasting prohibited. (1) The driver of any 
motor vehicle when traveling upon a down grade shall 
not coast with the gears of such vehicle in neutral. 

(2) The driver of a commercial motor vehicle when 
traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the 
clutch disengaged. (1965 ex.s. c 155 § 74.) 

46.61.635 Following fire apparatus prohibited. The 
driver of any vehicle other than one on official business 
shall not follow any fire apparatus traveling in response 
to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or stop such 
vehicle within five hundred feet of any fire apparatus 
stopped in answer to a fire alarm. [ 197 5 c 62 § 38; 1965 
ex.s. c 155 § 75.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Se,erability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

46.61.640 Crossing fire hose. No vehicle shall be 
driven over any unprotected hose of a fire department 
when laid down on any street, or private driveway, to be 
used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the consent of 
the fire department official in command. [ 1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 76.) 

46.61.645 Throwing or depositing glass, etc., on 
highway prohibited--RemoYal. (I) No person shall 
throw or deposit upon any highway any glass bottle, 
glass, nails, tacks, wire, cans or any other substance 
likely to injure any person, animal or vehicle upon such 
highway. · 
~ (2) Any person who drops, or permits to be dropped 
or thrown, upon any highway any destructive or injuri
ous material shall immediately remove the same or 
cause it to be removed. 

(3) Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehi
cle from a highway shall remove any glass or other inju
rious substance dropped upon the highway from such 
vehicle. [ l 965 ex.s. c 155 § 77.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule---JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.655 Permitting escape of load materials. No 
vehicle shall be driven or moved on any public highway 
unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to pre
vent any of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking or 
otherwise escaping therefrom, except that sand may be 
dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or water or 
other substance may be sprinkled· on a roadway in the 

[Title 46 RCW-p 181) 
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cleaning or maintaining of such roadway by public au
thority having jurisdiction. Any person operating a vehi
cle from which any glass or objects ha_ve fallen or 
escaped, which would constitute an obstruction or injure 
a vehicle or otherwise endanger travel upon such public 
highway shall immediately cause the public highway to 
be cleaned of all such glass or objects and shall pay any 
costs therefor. [ I 971 ex.s. c 307 § 22; 1965 ex.s. c 52 § 
l; 1961 c 12 § 46.56.135. Prior: 1947 c 200 § 3, part; 
I 937 c 189 § 44, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-44, 
part. Formerly RCW 46.56.135.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1971 ex.s. c 307: See RCW 70.93.900. 

46.61.660 Carrying persons or animals on outside 
part of vehicle. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any living animal on the running board, fend
ers, hood, or other outside part of any vehicle unless 
suitable harness, cage or enclosure be provided and so 
attached as to protect such animal from falling or being 
thrown therefrom. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
transport any persons upon the running board, fenders, 
hood or other outside part of any vehicle, except that 
this provision shall not apply to authorized emergency 
vehicles. [ I 961 c 12 § 46.56.070. Prior: 1937 c I 89 § 
I 15; RRS § 6360-115. Formerly RCW 46.56.070.] 

46.61.665 Embracing another while driving. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle 
upon the highways of this state when such person has in 
his or her embrace another person which prevents the 
free and unhampered operation of such vehicle. Opera
tion of a motor vehicle in violation of this section is 
prima facie evidence of reckless driving. [ I 979 ex.s. c 
136 § 89; 1961 c 12 § 46.56.100. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 
I 17; RRS § 6360-117; 1927 c 309 § 49; RRS § 
6362-49. Formerly RCW 46.56.100.] 

Effective date----Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.670 Driving with wheels off roadway. It shall 
be unlawful to operate or drive any vehicle or combina
tion of vehicles over or along any pavement or gravel or 
crushed rock surface on a public highway with one wheel 
or all of the wheels off the roadway thereof, except as 
permitted by RCW 46.61.428 or for the purpose of 
stopping off such roadway, or having stopped thereat, 
for proceeding back onto the paven;ient, gravel or 
crushed rock surface thereof. [ I 977 ex.s. c 39 § 2: l 961 
c I 2 § 46.56.130. Prior:· I 937 c 189 § -96; RRS § 
6360-96. Formerly RCW 46.56.130.J 

46.61.675 Causing or permitting vehicle to be unlaw
fully operated. It shall be unlawful for the owner, or any 
other person, in employing or otherwise directing the 
operator of any vehicle to require or knowingly to permit 
the operation of such vehicle upon any public highway in 
any manner contrary to the law. (1961 c 12 § 46.56.200. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 148; RRS § 6360-148. Former1y 
RCW 46.56.200.] 

[fitle 46 RCW-p 182) 
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46.61.680 Lowering passenger motor vehicle below 
legal clearance--Penalty. It is unlawful to operate any 
passenger motor vehicle which has been modified from 
the original design so that any portion of such passenger 
vehicle other than the wheels has less clearance from the 
surface of a level roadway than the clearance between 
the roadway and the lowermost portion of any rim of 
any wheel the tire on which is in contact with such 
roadway. 

Violation of -the provisions of this section is a traffic 
infraction. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 90; 1961 c 151 § I. 
Formerly RCW 46.56.220.] 

Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: Sec notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.61.685 Leaving children unattended in standing 
vehicle with motor running--Penalty. It shall be un
lawfutfor any person, while operating or in charge of a 
vehicle, to park or wilfully allow such vehicle to stand 
upon a public highway or in a public place with its mo
tor running, leaving a minor child or children under the 
age of sixteen years unattended therein. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon a second or sub
sequent conviction for a violation of the provisions of 
this section, the court shall, in addition to such fine or 
imprisonment as provided by law, revoke the operator's 
license of such person. (1961 c 151 § 2. Formerly RCW 
46.56.230.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 

Leaving children unattended in parked automobile while entering tav
ern, etc.: RCW 9.91.060. 

46.61.687 Child passenger restraint required-
Conditions-Penalty for violation--Dismissal-
Noncompliance not negligence. (1) After December 31, 
1983, the parent or legal guardian of a child less than 
five years old, when the parent or legal guardian is 
operating anywhere in the state his or her own motor 
vehicle registered under chapter 46.16 RCW, in which 
the child is a passenger, shall have the child properly se
cured in a manner approved by the state commission on 
equipment. Even though a separate child passenger re
straint device is considered the ideal method of protec
tion, a properly adjusted and fastened, federally 
approved seat belt is deemed sufficient to meet the re
quirements of this section for children one through four 
years of age. 

(2) During the period from January 1, 1984, to July 
1, 1984, a person violating subsection (I) of this section 
may be issued a written warning of the violation. After 
July l, 1984, a person violating subsection ( l) of this 
section may be issued a notice of traffic infraction under 
chapter 46.63 RCW. If the person to whom the notice 
was issued presents proof of acquisition of an approved 
child passenger restraint system within seven days to the 
jurisdiction issuing the notice, the jurisdiction shall dis
miss the notice of traffic infraction. If the person fails to 
present proof of acquisition within the time required, he 
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or she is subject to a penalty assessment of not less than 
thirty dollars. 

(3) Failure to comply with the requirements of this 
section shall not constitute negligence by a parent or le
gal guardian; nor shall failure to use a child restraint 
system be admissible as evidence of negligence in any 
civil action. [ I 983 c 215 § ?;] 

Se,erability--1983 c 215: See note following RCW 46.37.505. 
Standards for child passenger restraint systems: RCW 46.37.505. 

--· 
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46.61.700 Parent or guardian shall not authorize or 
permit violation by a child or ward. The parent of any 
child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize 
or knowingly permit any such child or ward to violate 
any of the provisions of this chapter. [J 965 ex.s. c 155 § 
78.] 

Reviser's note: This section ·was enacted just befo~e .sections about 
the operation of bicycles and play vehicles and was accordingly so 
codified in 1965. Other sections enacted later have been codified under 
the numbers remaining between RCW 46.61.700 and 46.61.750. The 
section appears in the Uniform Vehicle Code (1962) as part of the first 
section of Article XII--Operation of Bicycles and Play Vehicles. 
Captions used herein, not part of the Jaw: RCW 46.6/.990. 
Unlawful to allow unauthorized child or ward to drive: RCW 

46.20.343. 

46.61.710 Mopeds-General requirements and op
eration. (I) No person shall operate a moped upon the 
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highways of this state unless t '1e moped has been as
signed a moped registration number and displays a mo
ped permit in accordance with the provisions of RCW 
46.16.630. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
moped may not be operated on a bicycle path or trail, 
bikeway, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail. 

(3) Operation of a moped on a fully controlled limited 
access highway or on a sidewalk is unlawful. 

(4) Removal of any muffling device or pollution con
trol device from a moped is unlawful. [ I 979 ex.s. c 2 I 3 § 
8.] 

46.61. 720 Mopeds--Safety standards. Mopeds 
shall comply with those federal motor vehicle safety 
standards established under the. national traffic vehicle 
safety act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. Sec. 1381, et. seq.) which 
are,.-applicable to a motor-driven cycle, as that term is 
defined in such federal standards. [ 1979 ex.s. c 2 I 3 § 9.] 

Mopeds 
drivers' licenses, motorcycle endorsement, moped eJ1emption: 

RCW 46.20.500. 
registration: RCW-1_6. /6.630. 

46.61.730 Wheelchair conveyances. (I) No person 
may operate a wheelchair conveyance· on any public 
roadway with a posted speed limit in excess of thirty
five miles per hour. 

(2) No person other than a wheelchair-bound person 
may operate a -wheelchair conveyance on a public 
roadway. 

(3) · Every wheelchair_:bound person operating a 
wheelchair conveyance upon a roadway is granted all the 
rights and is subject to all the duties applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except those provi
sions that by their nature can have no application. 

(4) A violation of this section is a traffic .infraction. 
[1983 C 200 § 5.] 

Severabllity-1983 c 200: See note following RCW 46.04.710. 
Wheelchair conveyances 

definitions: RCW 46.04. 710. 
licensing: RCW 46./6.640. 
operatols license: RCW 46.20.550. 
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610. · 

OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY 
VEHICLES 

46.61.750 Effect of regulations-Penalty. (1) It is 
a traffic infraction for any person to do any act forbid
den or fail to perform any act required in RCW 46.61-
.750 through 46.61.780. 

(2) These regulations applicable to bicycles apply 
whenever a bicycle is operated upon any highway or 
upon any bicycle path, subject to those exceptions stated 
herein. [ 1982 c 55 § 6; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 92; 1965 ex.s. 
C 155 § 79.) 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedulc---JTIR 6.2. 
Effective date---Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
"Bicycle" defined: RCW 46.04.071. 

fl'itle 46 RCW-p 183) 
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46.61.755 Traffic laws· apply to persons riding bicy
cles. Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall 
be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of 
the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this 
chapter, except as to special regulations in RCW 46.61-
. 750 through 46.61.780 and except as to those provisions 
of this chapter which by their nature can have no appli
cation. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 80.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule--JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.775 Carrying-articles. No person operating a 
bicycle ·shall carry any package, bundle or article which 
prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon 
the handle bars. [ 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 84.] 

Rules of court; Monetary penalty schcdule-JTIR 6.2 . 

46.61.780 Lamps and other equipment on bicycles. 
(1) Every bicycle when in use during the hours of dark
ness as defined in RCW 46.37 .020 shall be equipped 
with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light 
visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to 
the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type 
approved by the state commission on equipment which 
shall be visible from all distances from one hundred feet 
to six hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of 
lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A 
lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five 
hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition to the 
red reflector. 

(2) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake 
. - which will enable the operator to· make the braked 

wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. [ 1975 c 62 § 
-------- 39; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 85.] 

46.61.760 Riding on bicycles. (1) A person propel-
ling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a 
permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 

(2) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at 
one time than the number for which it is designed and 
equipped. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 81.] 

· Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedul-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61.765 Clinging to vehicles. No person riding 
upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehi
cle shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle upon 
a roadway. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 82.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 

46.61. 770 Riding on roadways and bicycle paths. (I) 
Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a 
rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic at the 
particular time and place shall ride as near to the right 
side of the right through lane as is safe except as may be 
appropriate while preparing to make or while making 
turning movements, or while. overtaking and passing an
other bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction. 
A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway or highway 
other than a limited-access highway, w,hich- roadway or 
highway carries traffic in one direction only and has two 
or more marked traffic lanes, may ride a~- near to the 
left side of the left through lane as is safe. A person 
operating a bicycle upon a roadway may use the shoul
der of the roadway or any specially designated bicycle 
lane if such exists. 

(2) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not 
ride more than two abreast except on paths or parts of 
roadways set aside for the exclus_ive use of bicycles. 
(!982 c 55 § 7; 1974 ex.s. c 141 § 14; 1965 ex.s. c 155 § 
83.] 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Use of bicycles on limited-access highways: RCW 46.61. 160. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 184) 

Rules of court: Monetary penally schedule--JTIR 6.2. 
Severability-1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010. 

----
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46.64.010 Traffic citations-Record of--Can

cellation prohibited--Penalty--Citation audit. Ev
ery traffic enforcement agency in this state shall provide 
in appropriate form traffic citations containing notices to 
appear which shall be issued in books with citations in 
quadruplicate and meeting the requirements of this 
section. . 

The chief administrative officer of every such traffic 
enforcement agency shall be responsible for the issuance 
of such books and shall maintain a record of every such 
book and each citation contained therein issued to indi
vidual members of the traffic enforcement agency and 
shall require and retain a receipt for every book so 
issued. 

Every traffic enforcement officer upon issuing a traf
fic citation to an alleged violator of any provision of the 
motor vehicle laws of this state or of any traffic ordi
nance of any city or town shall deposit the original or a 
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copy of such traffic citation with a court having compe
tent jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its traf
fic violations bureau. 

Upon the deposit of the original or a copy of such 
traffic citation with a court having competent jurisdic
tion over the alleged offense or with its traffic violations 
bureau as aforesaid, said original or copy of such traffic 
citation may be disposed of only by trial in said court or 
other official action by a judge of said court, including 
forfeiture of the baii or by the deposit of sufficient bail 
with or payment of a fine to said traffic violations bu
reau by the person to whom such traffic citation has 
been issued by the traffic enforcement officer. 

It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any 
traffic enforcement officer or other officer or public em
ployee to dispose of a traffic citation or copies thereof or 

. of the record of the issuance of the same in a manner 
other than .as required herein. 

The chief administrative officer of every traffic en
forcement agency shall require the return to him of a 
copy of every traffic citation issued by an officer under 
his supervision to an alleged violator of any traffic law 
or ordinance and of all copies of every traffic citation 
which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has 
been made and not issued to an alleged violator. 

Such chief administrative officer shall also maintain 
or cause to be maintained in connection with every traf
fic citation issued by an officer under his supervision a 
record of the disposition of the charge by the court or its 
traffic violations bureau in which the original or copy of 
the traffic citation was deposited. · 

Any ·person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of 
any traffic citation, in any manner other than as pro
vided in this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Every record of traffic citations required in this sec
tion shall be audited monthly by the appropriate fiscal 
officer of the government agency to which the traffic 
enforcement agency is responsible. [1961 c 12 § 46.64-
.010. Prior: 1949 c 196 § 16; 1937 c 189 § 145; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-145.] 

46.64.015 Citation and notice to appear in court-
Issuance~ontents--Written promise-Ar
rest--Detention. Whenever any person is arrested for 
any violation of the traffic laws or regulations which is 
punishable as a misdemeanor or by imposition of a fine, 
the arresting officer may serve upon him a traffic cita
tion and notice to appear in court. Such citation and no
tice shall conform to the requirements of RCW 
46.64.010, and in addition, shall include spaces for the 
name and address of the person arrested, the license 
number of the vehicle involved, the driver's license num
ber of such person, if any, the offense or violation 
charged, the time and place where such person shall ap
pear in court, and a place where the person arrested may 
sign. Such spaces shall be filled with the appropriate in
formation by the arresting officer. The arrested person, 
in order to secure release, and when permitted by the 
arresting officer, must give his written promise to appear 
in court as required by the citation and notice by signing 
in the appropriate place the written citation and notice 

(Title 46 RCW-p 1911 
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served by the arresting officer. An officer may not serve 
or issue any traffic citation or notice for any offense or 
violation except either when the offense or violation is 
committed in his presence or when a person may be ar
rested pursuant to RCW 10.31.100, as now or hereafter 
amended. The detention arising from an arrest under 
this section may not be for a period of time longer than 
is reasonably necessary to issµe and serve a citation and 
notice, except that the time limitation does not apply 
under any of the following circumstances: 

(I) Where the arrested person refuses to ·sign a writ
ten promise to appear in court as required by the cita
tion and notice provisions of this section; 

(2) Where the arresting officer has probable cause to 
believe that the arrested person has committed any of 
the offenses enumerated in RCW 10.31.100(2), as now 
or hereafter amended. [ 1979 ex.s. c. 28 § 2; 1975-'76 
2ndcx.s.c95§2; l975c56§ I; l967c32§70; 1961 c 
12 § 46.64.015. Prior: 1951 c 175 § I.] 

46.64.020 Nonappearance after written promise, 
misdemeanor. Any person wilfully violating his written 
and ·signed promise to appear in court or his written and 
signed promise to respond to a notice of traffic infrac
tion, as provided in this title, shall be guilty of a misde
meanor regardless of the disposition of the charge upon 
which he was originally arrested or the disposition of the 
notice of infraction: Provided, That a written promise to 
appear in court or a written promise to respond to a no
tice of traffic infraction may be complied with by an 
appearance by counsel. Any person who has been issued 
a notice of infraction pursuant to RCW 46.63.030(3) 
and who wilfully fails to respond as provided in this title 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the dispo
sition of the notice of infraction. [ 1980 c 128 § 8; 1961 c 
12 § 46.64.020. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 146; RRS § 
6360-146.] 

Rules of court: Bail in traffic offense cases-Mandatory appear
ance-JCrR 2.09. 
Effective dat~verability-1980 c 128: See notes following 

RCW 46.63.0_60. 

46.64.025 Nonappearance after written promise--
Notice to department. Whenever any person• has for a 
period of fifteen or more days violated his written prom
ise to appear in court, the c·ourt in which the defendant 
so promised to appear shall forthwith give notice of such 
fact to the department of licensing. Whenever thereafter 
the case in which such promise was given is adjudicated 
the court hearing the case shall file with the department 
a certificate showing that the case has been adjudicated. 
[1979 c 158 § 175; 1967 c 32 § 71; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 
23.] 

Severability-1965 ex.s. c 121: See RCW 46.20.910. 
Purpose of 1965 ex.s. c 121--Construction: See note following 

RCW 46.20.021. · 

[Title 46 RCW-p 192) 

46.64.030 Procedure governing arrest and prosecu
tion. The provisions of this title with regard to the ap
prehension and arrest of persons violating this title shall 
govern all police officers in making arrests without a 
warrant for violations of this title for offenses either 
committed in their presence or believed to have been 
committed based on probable cause pursuant to RCW 
I 0.31.100; but the procedure prescribed herein shall not 
otherwise be exclusive of any other method prescribed 
by law for the arrest and prosecution of a person for 
other like offenses. [ I 979 ex.s. c 28 § 3; 197 5 c 56 § 2; 
I 967 c 32 § 72; 1961 c 12 § 46.64.030. Prior: I 937 c 189 
§ 147; RRS § 6360-/,47.1 
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46.64.048 Attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, 
committing violations, punishable. Every person who 
commits, attempts to commit, conspires to commit, or 
aids or abets in the commission of any act declared by 
this title to be a crime, whether individually or in con
nection with one or more other persons or as principal, 
agent, or accessory, shall be guilty of such offense, and 
every person who falsely, fraudulently, forcefully, or 
wilfully induces, causes, coerces, requires, permits or di
rects others to violate any provisions of this title is like
wise guilty of such offense. [ 1961 c 12 § 46.56.210. 
Prior: 1937 c 189 § 149; RRS § 6360-149. Formerly 
RCW 46.61.695.) 

{1983 Ed.) 
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46.63.010 Legislative intent. It is the legislative in
tent in the adoption of this chapter in decriminalizing 
certain traffic offenses to promote the public safety and 
welfare on public highways and to facilitate the imple
mentation of a uniform and expeditious system for the 
disposition of traffic infractions. [ 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 1.] 

Effective date--1979 ex.s. c 136: "The provisions of chapter 136, 
Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and this 1980 act shall take effect on January 1, 
1981, and shall apply to violations of the traffic laws committed on or 
after January I, 1981." [1980 c 128 § 9; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 111.] 

Se,erabllity-1979 ex,s, c 136: "If any provision of this act or its 
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain
der of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected.' [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 110.] . 

46.63.020 Violations as traffic infractions-Ex
ceptions. Failure to perform any act required. or the per
formance of any act prohibited by this title or an 
equivalent administrative regulation or local law, ordi
nance, regulation, or resolution relating to traffic in
cluding parking, standing, stopping, and pedestrian 
offenses, is designated as a traffic infraction and may 
not be classified as a criminal offense, except for an of
fense contained in the following provisions of this title or 
a violation of an equivalent administrative regulation or 
local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution: 

(l) RCW 46.09.120(2) relating to the operation of a 
nonhighway vehicle while under the influence of intoxi
cating liquor or a controlled substance; 
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(2) RCW 46.09.130 relating to operation of nonhigh
way vehicies; 

. (3) RCW 46.10.090(2) relating to the operation of a 
snowmobile while under the influence of intoxicating li
quor or narcotics or habit-forming drugs or in a manner 
endangering the person of another; 

(4) RCW 46.10.130 relating to the operation of 
snowmobiles; 

(5) Chapter 46.12 RCW relating to certificates of 
ownership and registration; 

(6) RCW 46.16.160 relating to vehicle trip permits; 
(7) RCW 46.20.021 relating to driving without a valid 

driver's license; 
(8) RCW 46.20.336 relating to the _unlawful posses

sion and use of a driver's license; 
(9) RCW 46.20.342 relating to driving with a sus

pended or revoked license; 
(10) RCW 46.20.410 relating to the violation of re

strictions of an occupational driver's license; 
( 11) RCW 46.20.420 relating to the operation of a 

motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked license; 
( 12) Chapter 46.29 RCW relating to financial 

responsibility; 
(13) RCW 46.44.180 relating to operation of mobile 

home pilot vehicles; 
(14) RCW 46.48.175 relating to the transportation of 

dangerous articles; 
( 15) RCW 46.52.010 relating to duty on striking an 

unattended car or other property; 
( 16) RCW 46.52.020 relating to duty in case of injury 

to or death of a person or damage to an attended 
vehicle; 

( 17) RCW 46.52.090 relating to reports by repair
men, storagemen, and appraisers; 

(I 8) RCW 46.52.100 relating to driving under the in
fluence of liquor or drugs; 

(I 9) RCW 46.52.108 relating to disposal of aban
doned vehicles or hulks; 

(20) RCW 46.52.130 relating to confidentiality of the 
driving record to be furnished to an insurance company 
and an employer; 

(2 I) RCW 46.52.210 relating to abandoned vehicles 
or hulks; 

(22) RCW 46.61.015 relating to obedience to police 
officers, flagmen, or fire fighters; 

(23) RCW 46.61.020 relating to refusal to give infor
mation to or cooperate with an officer; 

(24) RCW 46.61.022 relating to failure to stop and 
give identification to an officer; 

(25) RCW 46.61.024 relating to attempting to elude 
pursuing police vehicles; 

(26) RCW 46.61.500 relating to reckless driving; 
(27) RCW 46.61.502 and 46.61.504 relating to per

sons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs; 
(28) RCW 46.61.520 relating to vehicular homicide 

by motor vehicle; 
(29) RCW 46.61.522 relating to vehicular assault; 
(30) RCW 46.61.525 relating to negligent driving; 
(31) RCW 46.61.530 relating to racing of vehicles on 

highways; 

rritle 46 RCW-p 185) 
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(32) RCW 46.61.685 relating to leaving children in 
an unattended vehicle with the motor running; 

(33) RCW 46.64.010 relating to unlawful cancellation 
of or attempt to cancel a traffic citation; 

(34) RCW 46.64.020 relating to nonappearance after 
a written promise; 

(35) RCW 46.64.048 relating to attempting, aiding, 
abetting, coercing, and committing crimes; 

(36) Chapter 46.65 RCW relati_ng to habitual traffic 
offenders; 

(37) Chapter 46.70 RCW relating to unfair motor ve
hicle business practices, except where that chapter pro
vides for the assessment of monetary penalties of a civil 
nature; 

(38) Chapter 46.72 RCW relating to the transporta
tion of passengers in for hire vehicles; 

(39) Chapter 46.80 RCW relating_ to motor vehicle 
wreckers; 

(40) Chapter 46.82 RCW relating to driver's training 
schools. [ 1983· c 164 § 6; 1982 c 10 § 12. Prior: 1981 c 
318 § 2; 1981 c 19 § l; 1980 c 148 § 7; 1979 ex.s. c 136 
§ 2.] 

Severability-1982 c 10: See note following RCW 6.12.100. 

Effective date-1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090. 
Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See· notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.030 Notice of traffic inf raction-lssuance. 
(I) A law enforcement officer has the authority to issue 
a notice of traffic infraction when the infraction is com
mitted in the officer's presence or if an officer investi
gating at the scene of a motor vehicle accident has 
reasonable cause to believe that the driver of a motor 
vehicle involved in the accident has committed a traffic 
infraction. 

(2) A court may issue a notice of traffic infraction 
upon receipt of a written statement of the officer that 
there is reasonable cause to believe that an infraction 
was .committed. 

(3) If any motor vehicle without a driver is found 
parked, standing, or stopped in violation of this title or 
an equivalent administrative regulation or local law, or
dinance, regulation, or resolution, the officer finding the 
vehicle shall take its registration number and may take 
any other information displayed on the vehicle which 
may identify its user, and shall conspicuously affix to the 
vehicle a notice of traffic infraction. [ 1980 c 128 § l 0; 
1979 ex.s. c 136 § 3.) 

Effective date-Severability-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.040 Jurisdiction of court~Jurisdiction of 
boards of regents and trustees of the state and regional 
universities and The Evergreen State College. ( l) All vi
olations of state law, local law, ordinance, regulation, or 
resolution designated as traffic infractions in RCW 46-
.63.020 may be heard and determined by a district 
court, except as otherwise provided in this section. 

rritle 46 RCW-p 186) 

(2) Any municipal or police court has the authority to 
hear and determine traffic infractions pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(3) Any city or town with a municipal or police court 
may contract with the county to have traffic infractions. 
committed within the city or town adjudicated by a dis
trict court. 

(4) District court commissioners have the authority to 
hear and determine traffic infractions pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(5) The boards of regents of the state universities, and. 
the boards of trustees of the regional universities and of 
The Evergreen State College have the authority to hear 
and determine traffic infractions under RCW 28 B.10-
.560. [1983 c 221 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 6.] 

Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.060 Notice of traffic infraction-Determi
nation final unless contested--Form. (Effective until 
July 1, 1984.) ( l) A notice of traffic infraction repre
sents a determination that an infraction has been com
mitted. The determination will be final unless contested 
as provided. in this chapter. 

(2) The form for the notice of traffic infraction shall 
be prescribed by rule of the supreme court and shall in
clude the following: 

(a) A statement that the notice represents a determi
nation that a traffic infraction has been committed by 
the person named in the notice and that the determina
tion shall be final unless contested as provided in this 
chapter; 

(b) A statement that a traffic infraction is a noncri
minal offense for which imprisonment may not be im
posed as a sanction; that the penalty for a traffic 
infraction may include sanctions against the person's 
driver's license including suspension, revocation, or 
denial; 

.(c) A statement of the specific traffic infraction for 
which the notice was issued; 

(d) A statement of the monetary penalty established 
for the traffic infraction; 

(e) A statement of the options provided in this chapter 
for responding to the ,notice and the procedures neces
sary to exercise these options; 

(f) A statement that at any hearing to contest the de
termination the state has the burden of proving, by a 
preponderance of the evidence, that the infraction was 
committed; and that the person may subpoena witnesses 
including the officer who issued the notice of infraction; 

(g) A statement that at any hearing requested for the 
purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances sur
rounding the commission of the infraction the person 

(1983 Ed.) 

' mmlii&..~M,wma 



--

-· Dispositim •. 'raffic Infractions 46.63.070 

will be deemed to have committed the infraction and 
may not subpoena witnesses; 

(h) A statement that the person must respond to the 
notice as provided in this chapter within seven days or 
the person's driver's license will not be renewed by the 
department until any penalties imposed pursuant to this 
chapter have been satisfied; 

(i) A statement that. failure to appear at a hearing re
quested for the purpose of contesting the determination 
or for the purpose of explaining mitigating circum
stances will result in the refusal of the department to re
new the person's driver's license until any penalties 
imposed pursuant to this chapter have been satisfied; 

U) A statement, which the person shall sign, that the 
person promises to respond to the notice of infraction in 
one of the ways provided in this chapter; 

(k) A statement that failure to respond to a notice of 
infraction as promised is a misdemeanor and may be 
punished by a fine or imprisonment in jail. [ 1980 c 128 
§ I; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 8.] 

Effectbe date---1980 c 128: "Sections I through 8 and IO through 
16 of this act shall take effect on January I, I 98 I, and shall apply to 
violations of the traffic laws committed on or after January I, 1981. 
Section 9 of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government 
and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect immediately." 
[1980 C 128 § 18.] 

Semability--1980 c 128: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or cir
cumstances is not affected." [ I 980 c 128 § I 7.] 

Effective date---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.060 Notice of traffic infraction--Determi
nation final unless contested--Form. (Effective July 
1, 1984.) (1) A notice of traffic infraction represents a 
determination that an infraction has been committed. 
The determination will be final unless contested as pro
vided in this chapter. 

(2) The form for the notice of traffic infraction shall 
be prescribed by rule of the supreme court and shall in
clude the following: 

(a) A statement that the notice represents a determi
nation that a traffic infraction has been committed by 
the person named in the notice and that the determina
tion shall be final unless contested as provided in this 
chapter; 

(b) A statement that a traffic infraction is a noncri
minal offense for which imprisonment may not be im
posed as a sanction; that the penalty. for a traffic 
infraction may include sanctions against the person's 
driver's license including suspension, revocation, or de
nial; that the penalty for a traffic infraction related to 
standing, stopping, or parking may include nonrenewal 
of the vehicle license; 

( c) A statement of the specific traffic infraction for 
which the notice was issued; 

(d) A statement of the monetary penalty established 
for the traffic infraction; 

(e) A statement of the options provided in this chapter 
for responding · to the notice and the procedures neces
sary to exercise these options; 
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(f) A statement that at any hearing to contest the de
termination the state has the burden of proving, by a 
preponderance of the evidence, that the infraction was 
committed; and that the person may subpoena witnesses 
including the officer who issued the notice of infraction; 

(g) A statement that at any hearing requested for the 
purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances sur
rounding the commission of the infraction · the person 
will be deemed to have committed the infraction and 
may not subpoena witnesses;· 

(h) A statement that the person must respond to the 
notice as provided in this chapter within seven days or 
the person's driver's license will not be renewed by the 
department until any penalties imposed pursuant to this 
chapter have been satisfied; 

(i) A statement that failure to appear at a hearing re
quested for the purpose of contesting the determination 
or for the purpose of explaining mitigating circum
stances will result in the refusal of the department to re
new the person's driver's license, or in the case of a 
standing, stopping, or parking violation the vehicle li
cense, until any penalties imposed pursuant to this chap
ter have been satisfied; 

U) A statement, which the person shall sign, that the 
person promises to respond to the notice of infraction in 
one of the ways provided in this chapter; 

(k) A statement that failure to respond to a notice of 
infraction as promised is a misdemeanor and may be 
punished by a fine or imprisonment in jail. [ l 982 l st 
ex.s. c 14 § 2; 1980 c 128 § l; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 8.] 

. . 
Effective date---Severability--1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol

lowing RCW 46.16.215. 
Effective date---1980 c 128: "Sections I through 8 and 10 through 

16 of this act shall take effect on January I, 198 I, and shall apply to 
violations of the traffic laws committed on or after January I, 1981. 
Section 9 of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state government 
and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect immediately.• 
[1980 C 128 § 18.] 

Severability--1980 c 128: "If any provision of this act or its ap
plication to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the act or the application of the provision to other persons or cir
cumstances is not affected." [1980 c 128 § 17.] 

Effective da~e---Severability--1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.070 Response to notice of traffic infrac
tion--Contesting determination-Hearing--Fail
ure to respond or appear. (Effective until July I, 1984.) 
(1) Any person who receives a notice of traffic infraction 
shall respond to such notice as provided in this section 
within seven days of the date of the notice. 

(2) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the appropriate portion of 
the notice of infraction and submitting it, either by mail 
or in .. person, to the court specified on the notice. A 
check or money order in the amount of the penalty pre
scribed for the infraction must be submitted with the re
sponse. When a response which does not contest the 
determination is received, an appropriate order shall be 

[Title 46 RCW--p 187) 
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entered in the court's records, and a record of the re
sponse and order shall be furnished to the department in 
accordance with RCW 46.20.270. 

(3) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction wishes to contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the portion of the notice of 
infraction requesting a hearing and submitting it, either 
by mail or in person, to the court specified on the notice. 
The court shall notify the. person in writing of the time, 
place, and date of the hearing, and that date shall not be 
sooner than seven days from the date of the notice, ex
cept by agreement. 

(4) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination but wishes 
to explain mitigating circumstances surrounding the in
fraction the person shall respond by completing the por
tion of the notice of infraction reques~ing a hearing for 
that purpose and submitting it, either by mail or in per
son, to the court specified on the notice. The court shall 
notify the person in writing of the time, place, and date 
of the hearing. 

(5) (a) If any person issued a notice of traffic 
infraction: 

(i) Fails to respond to the notice of traffic infraction 
as provided in subsection (2) of this section; or 

(ii) Fails to appear at a hearing requested pursuant to 
subsection (3) or (4) of this section; 
the court shall enter an appropriate order assessing the 
monetary penalty prescribed for the traffic infraction 
and any other penalty authorized by this chapter and 
shall notify the department in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270, of the failure to respond to the notice of in
fraction or to appear at a requested hearing. 

(b) The department may not renew the driver's license 
of any ·person for whom the court has entered an order 
pursuant to (a) of this subsection until any penalties im
posed pursuant to this chapter have been satisfied. [ 1980 
c 128 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 9.] 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.070 Response to notice of traffic inf rac
tion--Contesting determination--Hearing--Fail
ure to respond or appear. (Effective July 1, 1984.) (1) 
Any person who receives a notice of traffic infraction 
shall respond to such notice as provided in this section 
within seven days of the date of the notice. 

(2) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the appropriate portion of 
the notice of infraction and submitting it, either by mail 
or in person, to the court specified on the notice. A 
check or money order in the amount of the penalty pre
scribed for the infraction must be submitted with the re
sponse. When a response which does not contest the 
determination is received, an appropriate order shall be 
entered in the court's records, and a record of the re
sponse and order shall be furnished to the department in 
accordance with RCW 46.20.270. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 188) 
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(3) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction wishes to contest the determination the person 
shall respond by completing the portion of the notice of 
infraction requesting a hearing and submitting it, either 
by mail or in person, to the court specified on the notice. 
The court shall notify the person in writing of the time, 
place, and date of the hearing, and that date shall not be 
sooner than seven days from the date of the notice, ex
cept by agreement. 

·(4) If the person determined to have committed the 
infraction does not contest the determination but wishes 
to explain mitigating circumstances surrounding the in
fraction the person shall respond by completing the por
tion of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing for 
that purpose and submitting it, either by mail or in per
son, to the court specified on the notice. The court shall 
notify the person in writing of the time, place, and date 
of the hearing. · 

(5) (a) If any person issued a notice of traffic 
infraction: · 

(i) Fails to respond to the notice of traffic infraction 
as provided in subsection (2) of this section; or 

(ii) Fails to appear at a hearing requested pursuant to 
subsection (3) or (4) of this section; 
the court shall enter an appropriate order assessing the 
monetary penalty prescribed for the traffic infraction 
and any other penalty authorized by this chapter and · 
shall notify the department in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270, of the failure to respond to the notice of in
fraction or to appear at a requested hearing. 

(b) The . department may not renew the driver's li
cense, or in the case of a standing, stopping, or parking 
violation the vehicle license, of any person for whom the 
court has entered an order pursuant to (a) of this sub
section until any penalties imposed pursuant to this 
chapter have been satisfied. For purposes of driver's li
cense nonrenewal only, the lessee of a vehicle shall be 
considered to be the person to whom a notice of a 
standing, stopping, or parking violation has been issued 
for such violations of the vehicle incurred while the ve
hicle was leased or rented under a bona fide commercial 
lease or rental agreement between a lessor engaged in 
the business of leasing vehicles and a lessee who is not 
the vehicle's registered owner, if the lease agreement 
conta1ns a provision prohibiting anyone other than the 
lessee from operating the vehicle. Such a lessor shall, 
upon the request of the municipality issuing the notice of 
infraction, supply the municipality with the name and 
driver's license number of the person leasing the vehicle 
at the time of the infraction. [1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 3; 
1980 c 128 § 2; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 9.] · 

Effectbe date--Se,erability-1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.16.215. 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effecti,e date--Se,erability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW.46.63.010. 

46.63.080 · Hearings--Rules of procedure
Counsel. ( 1) Procedures for the conduct of all hearings 

(1983 Ed.) 
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provided for in this chapter may be established by rule 
of the supreme court. 

(2) Any person subject to proceedings under this 
chapter may be represented by counsel. 

(3) The attorney representing the state, county, city, 
or town may appear in any proceedings under this chap
ter but need not appear, notwithstanding any statute or 
rule of court to the contrar)'.. [ 198 I c I 9 § 2; I 979 ex.s. c 
136 § 10.] 

Severability-1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 

Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.090 Hearings---,-Contesting determination 
that infraction committed--Appeal. ( i) A hearing held 
for the purpose of contesting the determination that an 
infraction has been committed shall be without a jury.· 

(2) The court may consider the notice of traffic in
fraction and any other written report made under oath 
submitted by the officer who issued the notice or whose 
written statement was the basis for the issuance of the 
notice in lieu of the officer's personal appearance at the 
hearing. The person named in the notice may subpoena 
witnesses, including the officer, and has the right to 
present evidence and examine witnesses present in court. 

(3) The burden of proof is upon the state to establish 
the commission of the infraction by a preponderance of 
the evidence. 

(4) After consideration of the evidence and argument 
the court shall determine whether the infraction was 
committed. Where· it has not been established that the 
infraction was committed an order dismissing the· notice 
shall be entered in the court's records. Where it has been 
established that the infraction was committed an appro
priate order shall be entered in the court's records. A 
record of the court's determination and order shall be 
furnished to the department in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270 as now or hereafter amended. 

(5) An appeal from the court's determination or order 
shall be to the superior court. The decision of the supe
rior court is subject only to discretionary review pursu
ant to Rule 2.3 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
[1980 c 128 § 3; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 11.] 

Effective date-Severability-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

Effective date-Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.0J '.)_ 

Additional penalty assessment: RCW 2.56.100. 

46.63.100 Hearings--. Explanation of mitigating 
circumstances. ( 1) A hearing held for the purpose of al
lowing a person to explain mitigating circumstances sur
rounding the commission of an infraction shall be an 
informal proceeding. The person may not subpoena wit
nesses. The determination that an infraction has been 
committed may not be contested at a hearing held for 
the purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances. 

(2) After the court has heard the explanation of the 
circumstances surrounding the commission of the infrac
tion an appropriate order shall be entered in the court's 

(1983 Ed.) 

records. A record of the court's determination and order 
shall be furnished to the department in accordance with 
RCW 46.20.270 as now or hereafter amended. 

(3) There may be no appeal from the court's determi
nation or order. [ I 979 ex.s. c I 36 § I 2.] 

Effective date-----..'ieverability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 
Additional penalty assessment: RCW 2.56. JOO. 

46.63.110 Monetary penalties. (Effective until July 
l, 1984.) (I) A person found to have committed a traffic 
infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty. No pen
alty may exceed two hundred and fifty dollars for each 
offense unless authorized by this chapter or title. 

(2) The supreme court may prescribe by rule a sched
ule of monetary penalties for designated traffic 
infractions. 

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for 
failure to respond to a notice of traffic infraction except 
where the infraction relates to parking as defined by lo
cal law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution or failure to 
pay a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this chap
ter. A local legislative body may set a monetary penalty 
not to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond 
to a notice of traffic infraction relating to parking as 
defined by local law, ordinance, regulation; or resolution. 
The local court, whether a municipal, police, or district 
court, shall impose the monetary· penalty set by the local 
legislative body. Any monetary penalty imposed under 
this subsection is not subject to the statutory assessments 
applicable to traffic offenses, including but not limited 
to the assessments required by RCW 46.81.030, 43.101-
.210; 2.56.IO0, 3.62.080, and 13.40.260. 

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46.70 
RCW which are civil in nature and penalties which may 
be assessed for violations of chapter 46.44 RCW relating 
to size, weight, and load of motor vehicles are not sub
ject to the limitation on the amount of monetary penal
ties which· may be imposed pursuant to this chapter. 

(5) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by a 
court under this chapter it is immediately payable. If the 
person is unable to pay at that time the court may, in its 
discretion, grant an extension of the period in which the 
penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or be
fore--the time established for payment the court shall no
tify the department of the failure to pay the penalty, and 
the department may not renew the person's driver's li
cense until the penalty has been paid and the penalty 
provided in subsection (3) of this section has been paid. 

(6) There shall be levied and paid into the general 
fund of the state treas'ury, a five-dollar fee in addition to 
the monetary penalty imposed for a traffic infraction 
other than a parking, standing, stopping, or pedestrian 
infraction. The five-dollar fee shall not be suspended by 
the court. (1982 1st ex.s. c 12 § I; 1982 c 10 § 13. Prior: 
1981 C 330 § 7; 1981 C 19 § 6; 1980 C 128 § 4; 1979 
ex.s. c 136 § 13.] 

46.63.110 Monetary penalties. (Effective July 1, 
1984.) (1) A person found to have committed a traffic 

[Title 46 RCW-p 189) 
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infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty. No pen
alty may exceed two hundred and fifty dollars for each 
offense unless authorized by this chapter or title. 

(2) The supreme court may prescribe by rule a sched
ule of monetary penalties for designated traffic 
infractions. 

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for 
failure to respond to a notice of traffic infraction except 
where the infraction relates to parking as defined by lo
cal law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution or failure to 
pay a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this chap
ter. A local legislative body may set a monetary penalty 
not to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond 
to a notice of traffic. infraction relating to parking as 
defined by local law, ordinance, regulation, or resolution. 
The local court, whether a municipal, police, or district 
court, shall impose the monetary penalty set by the local 
legislative body. Any monetary penalty imposed under 
this subsection is not subject to the statutory assessments 
applicable to traffic offenses, including but not limited 
to the assessments required by RCW 46.81.030, 43.101-
. 210, 2.56.100, 3.62.080, and 13.40.260. 

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46.70 
RCW which are civil in nature and penalties which may 
be assessed for violations of chapter 46.44 RCW relating 
to size, weight, and load of motor vehicles are not sub
ject to the limitation on the amount of monetary penal
ties which may be imposed pursuant to this chapter. 

(5) Whenever a monetary penalty is imposed by a 
court under this chapter it is immediately payable. If the 
person is unable to pay at that time the court may, in its 
discretion, grant an extension of the period in which the 
penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on or be
fore the time established for payment the court shall no
tify the department of the failure to pay the penalty and 
the department may not renew the person's driver's li
cense, or in the case of a standing, stopping, or parking 
violation the vehicle license, until the penalty has been 
paid and the penalty provided in subsection (3) of this 
section has been paid. 

(6) There shall be levied and paid into the general 
fund of the state treasury, a five-dollar fee in addition to 
the monetary penalty imposed for a traffic infraction 
other than a parking, standing, stopping, or pedestrian 
infraction. The five-dollar fee shall not be suspended by 
the court. [ 1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 4; 1982 c 10 § 13. Prior: 
198! C 330 § 7; 1981 C 19 § 6; 1980 C 128 § 4; 1979 
ex.s. c 136 § 13.) 

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 1982 1st ex.s. c 12 § l 
anci 1982 1st ex.s. c 14 § 3, each without reference to the other. Both 
amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section pursu
ant to RCW 1.12.025(2). For n:le of construction, see RCW 
I.I 2.025( I). 

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule-JTIR 6.2. 
Effective date--Severability-1982 1st ex.s. c 14: See notes fol-

lowing RCW 46.12.215. 

Severability-1982 c 10: See note following RCW 6.12.100. 
Severability-1981 c 330: See note following RCW 3.62.060. 
Severability-1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 

Effective date--Severability-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

[Title 46 RCW-p 190) 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010. 

46.63.120 Order of court--CMI nature-
Waiver, reduction. suspension of penalty--Community 
service in lieu of penalty. (I) An order entered after the 
receipt of a response which does not contest the deter
mination, or after it has been established at a hearing 
that the infraction was committed, or after a hearing for 
the purpose of explaining mitigating circumstances is 
civil in nature. 

(2) The court may include in the order the imposition 
of ariy penalty authorized by the provisions of this chap
ter for. the commission of an infraction. The court may; 
in its discretion, waive, reduce, or suspend the monetary 
penalty prescribed for the infraction. At the person's re
quest the court may order performance of a number of 
hours of community service in lieu of a monetary pen
alty, at the rate of the then state minimum wage per 
hour. [1979 ex.s. c 136 § 14.] 

Effective date--Severability-1979 ex.s. c 136: See notes fol
lowing RCW 46.63.010 . 

46.63.130 Issue of process by court of limited juris
diction. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law 
governing service of process in civil cases, a court of 
limited jurisdiction having jurisdiction over an alleged 
traffic infraction may issue process anywhere within the 
state. [ 1980 c 128 § 5.] 

Effective date--Severabillty-1980 c 128: See notes following 
RCW 46.63.060. 

46.63.140 Presumption regarding stopped, standing. 
or parked vehicles. ( 1) In any traffic infraction case in
volving a violation of this title or equivalent administra
tive regulation or local law, ordinance, regulation, or 
resolution relating to the stopping, standing, or parking 
of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described 
in the notice of traffic infraction was stopping, standing, 
or parking in violation of any such provision of this title 
or an equivalent administrative regulation or local law, 
ordinance, regulation, or resolution, together with proof 
that the person _named in the notice. of traffic infraction 
was at the time of the violation the registered owner of 
the vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a prima facie 
presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the person who parked or placed the vehicle at the point 
where, and for the time during which, the violation 
occurred. 

(2) The foregoing stated presumption shall apply only 
when the procedure · prescribed in RCW 46.63.030(3) 
has been followed. [1980 c 128 § 11.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.63.151 Costs and attorney fees. Each party to a 
traffic infraction case is responsible for costs incurred by 
that party. No costs or attorney fees may be awarded to 
either party in a traffic infraction case. [ I 981 c I 9 § 4.] 

Severability--1981 c 19: See note following RCW 46.63.020. 

(1983 Ed.) 
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46.98.020 Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
The provisions of this title shall be construed in pari 
materia even though as a matter of prior legislative his
tory they were not originally enacted in the same statute. 
The provisions of this title shall also be construed in pari 
materia with the provisions of Title 47 RCW, and with 
other laws relating to highways, roads, streets, bridges, 
ferries and vehicles. This section shall not operate. retro
actively. [1961 c 12 § 46.98.020.] 

46.98.030 Title, chapter, section beadings not part of 
law. Title headings, chapter headings, and section or 
subsection headings, as used in this title do not consti
tute any part of the law. [1961 c 12 § 46.98.030.] 

46.98.040 Invalidity of part of title not to affect re
mainder. If any provision of this title or its application to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remain
der of the title, or the application of the provision to 
other persons or circumstances is not affected. [ 1961 c 
12 § 46.98.040.] 
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47.36.060 Traffic devices on county roads and city 
streets. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions 
shall place and maintain such traffic devices upon public 
highways under their jurisdiction as are necessary to 
carry out the provisions of the law or local traffic ordi
nances or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. Cities and 
towns, which as used in this section mean cities and 
towns having a population of over fifteen thousand ac
cording to the latest federal census, shall adequately 
equip with traffic devices, streets. which are designated 
as forming a part of the route of a primary or secondary 
state highway and streets which constitute connecting 
roads and secondary state highways to suc_h cities and 
towns. Such traffic devices, signs, signals and markers 
shall comply with the uniform st'ate standard for the 
manufacture, display, direction and location thereof as 
designated by the state highway commission. The design, 
location, erection and operation of .traffic devices and 
traffic control s·ignals upon such city or town streets 
constituting either the route of a primary or secondary 
state highway to such city or town or connecting streets 
to the primary or secondary state highways through the 
city or town shall be under the direction of the state 
highway commission and if such city or town fails to 
comply" with any such directions;· the state highway 
commission shall provide for the design, location, erec
tion, or operation thereof, and any cost incurred therefor 
shall be charged to and paid from any funds in the mo
tor vehicle fund of the state, which have accrued or may 
accrue to the credit of such city or town and the state 
treasurer shall issue warrants therefor upon vouchers 
submitted and approved by the state highway commis
sion. [1961 c 13 § 47.36.060. Prior: 1955 c 179 § 4; 
1939 c 81 § l; 1937 c 53 § 52; RRS § 6400-52.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 

[Title 47 RCW-p 97) 
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Term "state highway commission• means department of transporta
tion; see RCW 47.04.015. 

(Title 47 RCW-p 98) 

,K.WMMJJUIU,h _ & iDll 

· 47.36.110 Stop signs, "Yield" signs--Duties of 
persons using highway-· -Presumption. In order to pro
vide safety at intersections on the state highway system, 
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the Washington state highway commission may require 
persons traveling upon any portion of such highway to 
stop before entering the intersection. For this purpose 
there may be erected a standard stop sign as prescribed 
in the state of Washington department of highways 
"Manual for Signing." All persons traveling upon the 
highway shall come to a complete stop at such a sign 
and the appearance of any sign so located shall be suffi
cient warning to a person that he is required to stop. A 
person stopping at such a sign shall proceed through 
such portion of the highway in a careful manner and at 
a reasonable rate of speed not to exceed twenty miles per 
hour. It shall be unlawful to fail to ·comply with the di
rections of any such a. stop sign: Provided, That when 
the findings of a traffic engineering study show that the 
condition of an intersection is such that vehicles may 
safely enter the major artery. without stopping; the 
Washington state highway commission or local authori
ties in their respective jurisdictions shall install and 
maintain a "Yield" sign. 

The driver of a vehicle approaching a "Yield" sign 
shall reduce speed or stop if necessary in. order to yield 
the right of way to all traffic on the intersecting st_reet 
which is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard. 
A motorist proceeding past such a sign with a resultant 

· collision or other interferences with traffic on the inter
secting street shall be prima facie evidence that the mo
torist had not obeyed the sign and yielded the right of 
way as provided by this statute. [ 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 49; 
1961 c 13 § 47.36.110. PriClr: 1955 c 146 § 6; 1937 c 53 
§ 59; RRS § 6400-59.] 

Re,iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
and highway department transferred to department of transportation; 
see RCW 47.01.031. Terms "Washington state highway commission" 
and "department of highways" mean department of transportation; see 
RCW 47.04.015. 
Arterial highways designated--Stopping on entering: RCW 

46.61. 195. 

I- .---· 

47.36.180 Forbidden devices--Penalty. It shall be 
unlawful to erect or maintain al or near a city street, 
county road or state highway any structure, sign, or 
device: 

(I) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and simulating any directional, warning, or 
danger sign or light likely to be mistaken for such a sign 
or bearing any such words as "danger," "stop," "slow," 
"turn," or similar words, figures, or directions likely to 
be construed as giving warning to traffic; 

(2) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any red, green, blue, or yellow 
light or intermittent or blinking light or rotating light 
identical or similar in size, shape and color to that used 
on any emergency vehicle or road equipment or any light 
otherwise likely to be mistaken for a warning, danger, 
directional, or traffic control signal or sign; 

(3) Vi_sible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and displaying any lights tending to blind per
sons operating vehicles upon the highway, city street or 
county road, or any glaring light, or any light likely to 
be mistaken for a vehicle upon the highway or otherwise 
to be so mistaken as to constitute a danger; or 

(4) Visible from a city street, county road or state 
highway and flooding or intending to flood or directed 
across the roadway of the highway with a directed beam 
or diffused light, whether or not the flood light is 
shielded against directing its flood beam toward ap
proaching traffic on the highway, city street or county 
road. 

Any structure or device erected or maintained con
trary· to the provisions of this section is a public nui
sance, and the Washington state highway commission, 
the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county 
sheriff or the chief of police of any city or town shall 
notify the owner thereof that it constitutes a public nui
sance and must be removed, and if the owner fails to do 
so, the Washington state highway commission, the chief 
of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff or the 
chief of police of any city or town may abate the 
nuisance. 

If the owner shall fail to remove any such structure or 
device within fifteen days after. being notified to remove 
such struct"ure or device, he shall be guilty of a misde

-meanor. [1961 c 13 § 47.36.180. Prior: 1957 c 204 § l; 
1937 c 53 § 62; RRS § 6400-62.] 

Re,iser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway commission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term 'Washington state highway commission" means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

47.36.200 Signs or flagmen at thoroughfare work 
sites. When construction, repair or maintenance work is 
conducted on or adjacent to a public highway, county 
road, street, bridge or other thoroughfare commonly 
traveled and when such work interferes with the normal 
and established mode of travel on such highway, county 
road, street, bridge or thoroughfare, such location shall 
be properly posted by prominently displayed signs or 
flagmen or both. Signs used for posting in such an area 
shall be consistent with the provisions found in the state 

[Title 47 RCW-p 99) 
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of Washington "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways" obtainable from the 
Washington state highway commission. [ l 96 I c 13 § 
47.36.200. Prior: 1957 c 95 § I.] 

Reviser's note: Powers, duties, and functions of highway co_mmission 
transferred to department of transportation; see RCW 47.01.031. 
Term "Washington state highway commission" means department of 
transportation; see RCW 47.04.015. 

47.36.220 Signs or flagmen a~ thoroughfare worl 
sites-Drivers of vehicles engaged in work must obe3 
signs or flagmen. Each driver of a motor vehicle used in 
connection with such construction, repair, or mainte
nance work shall obey traffic signs posted for, and flag
man stationed at such location in the same manner and 
under the same restrictions as is required for the driver 
of any other vehicle. [ I 961 c I 3 § 4 7 .36.220. Prior: I 957 
C 95 § 3.] 

~~~,, ;1 

-

--------------------- -------··---------
[Title 47 RCW-p 100) (1983 Ed.) 
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47.52.010 "Limited access facility" defined. For the 
purposes of this chapter, a "limited access facility" is 
defined as a highway or street especially designed or 
designated for through traffic, and over, from, or to 
which owners or occupants of abutting land, or other 
persons, have no right or easement, or only a limited 
right or easement of access, light, air, or view by reason 
of the fact that their property abuts upon such limited 
access facility, or for any other reason to accomplish the 
purpose of a limited access facility. Such highways or 
streets may be parkways, from which vehicles forming 
part of an urban public transportation system, trucks, 
buses, or other commercial vehicles may be excluded; or 
they may be freeways open to use by all customary 
forms of street and highway traffic, including vehicles 
forming a part of an urban public transportation system. 
[1967 c 108 § 10; 1961 c 13 § 47.52.010. Prior: 1951 c 
167 .§ 2; 1947 c 202 § l; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-60.) 

Urban public transportation system defined: RCW 47.04.082. 

47.52.011 "Existing highway" defined. For the pur
poses of this chapter, the term "existing highway" shall 
include all highways, roads and streets duly established, 
constructed, and in use. It shall not include new high
ways, roads or streets, or relocated highways, roads or 
streets, or portions of existing highways, roads or streets 
which are relocated. (1961 c 13 § 47.52.01 I. Prior: 1951 
cl67§3.] 

(1983 Ed.) 
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47.52.040 Design of facility--lngress and egress 
restricted--Closure of intersecting roads. The highway 
authorities of the state, counties and incorporated cities 
and towns may so design any limited access facility and 
so regulate, restrict, or prohibit access as to best serve 
the traffic for which such facility is intended; and the 
determination of design by such authority shall be con
clusive and final. In this connection such highway au
thorities may divide and separate any limited access 
facility into separate roadways by the construction of 
raised curbings, central dividing sections, or other physi
cal separations, or by designating such separate road
ways by signs, markers, stripes, and the proper lane for 
such traffic by appropriate signs, markers, stripes and 
other devices. No person shall have any right of ingress 
or egress to, from, or across limited access facilities to or 
from abutting lands, except at designated points at 
which access may be permitted by the highway authori
ties upon such terms and conditions as may be specified 
from time to time: Provided, That any intersecting 
streets, roads or highways, not made a part of such fa
cility, shall be deemed closed at the right of way line by 
the designation and construction of said facility and 
without the consent of any other party or the necessity 
of any other legal proceeding for such closing, notwith
standing any laws to the contrary. [1961 c 13 § 47.52-
.040. Prior: 1955 c 75 § 1; 1947 c 202 § 3; Rem. Supp. 
1947 § 6402-62.l 

ffitle 47 RCW-p 120) 

-
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47.52.110 Marking of facility with signs. After the 
opening of any new and additional limited access high
way facility, or after the designation and establishment 
of any existing street or highway, as included the partic
ular highways and streets or those portions thereof des
ignated and established, shall be physically marked and 
indicated as follows: By the erection and maintenance of 
such signs as in the opinion of the respective authorities 
may be deemed proper, indicating to drivers of vehicles 
that they are entering a limited access area and that 
they are leaving a limited access area. [I 961 c 13 § 47-
.52.110. Prior: 1947 c 202 § 10; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 
6402-69.] 

47.52.120 Violations specified--Penalty. After the 
opening of any limited access highway facility, it shall 
be unlawful for any person (I) to drive a vehicle over, 
upon, or across any curb, central dividing section or 
other separation or dividing line on limited access facili
ties; (2) to make a left turn or semicircular or U-turn 
except through an opening provided for that purpose in 

- the dividing curb section, separation or line; (3) to drive 
any vehicle except in the proper lane provided for that 
purpose and in the proper direction and to the right of 
the central dividing curb. separation section, or line; (4) 
to drive any vehicle into the limited access facility from 
a local service road except through an opening provided 
for that purpose in the dividing curb, or dividing section 
or dividing line ·which separates such service road from 
the limited access facility proper; (5) to stop or park any 
vehicle or equipment within the right of way of such fa
cility, including the shoulders thereof, except at points 
specially provided therefor, and to make only such use of 
such specially provided stopping or parking points as is 
permitted by the designation thereof: Provided, That this 
subsection shall not apply to authorized emergency vehi
cles, law enforcement vehicles, or to vehicles stopped for 
emergency causes or equipment failures; (6) to travel to 

(1983 Ed.) 
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or from such facility at any point other than a point 
designated by the establishing authority as an approach 
to said facility or to use an approach to such facility for 
any use in excess of that specified by the establishing 
authority. Any person who violates any of the provisions 
of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
arrest and conviction therefor shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than five dollars nor more than one h.undi'ed 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the city or county jail for 
not less than five days nor more than ninety days, or by 
both fine and imprisonment. Nothing contained herein 
shall prevent the highway authority from proceeding to 
enforce the prohibitions or limitations of access to such 
facilities by injunction or as otherwise provided by law. 
[1961 c 13 § 47.52.120. Prior: 1959 c 167 § l; 1947_ c 
202 § 11; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6402-70.] 

· ....... ·--

1 !983 Ed.) 
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66.44.240. Drinking in public conveyance-Penalty against carrler-
,r Exception 

Every ·person engaged ~hoUy or in part in· the business of carrying 
passengers for hire, ~nd every agent, seryant, or ~mpl?ye~ of ~uch p_erson, 
who. knowingly permits any person to drink any mtoxicatm~ hqu?r m any 
public conveyance, except in the compartment where. such l111uor 1~ sold or 
served under the authority of a license lawfully issued, 1s gwlty of a 
misdemeanor. This section does not apply to a public ~onv~yance that is 
commercially cJ,artered •·or group use or a for-hire vehicle licensed under 
city, county, or state law. _ ... 
Amend;d by·LaY!'.~_1_~83,~1=_165, § 29, eff. ~~ly 1, 1983. __ , ___ -·----- .. -·--- --"--~----

66.44.250. Drinking in public conveyance-Penalty against individual- · 
Restricted application 

Every person who drinks any intoxicating liquor in any public convey
ance,. except in a compartment' or place where sold or served under the 

· authority of a license lawfully issued, is guilty of a misdemeanor. With 
respect to a public conveyance that is commercially chartered for group use 
and with respect to a for-hire vehicle licensed under city, county, or state 
law, this section applies only to the driver of the vehicle. 
Amended by Laws 1983, ch. 165, § 30, eff. July 1, 1983. 

----··------a ·---

70.84.020. "Guide dog" defined 
For the purpose of this chapter, the term "guide dog" shall mean a ~:log 

which is in woi:king harness and is trained or approved by an accredited 
school engaged in training dogs for the purpose of guiding blind persons or 
a dog which is trained or approved by an accredited school ·engaged in 
training dogs for the purpose of assisting hearing impaired persons. 
Amended by Laws 1980, ch. 109, § 2. 

70.84.040. Pre<;autions !or drivers of motor vehicles approaching pedes
. tr1an who 1s carrying white cane or using guide dog 

Th~ driver. of a vehicle approaching a totally or partially blirid .. pedestrian 
who 1s carrying a cane predominantly white in color (with or without a red 
tip) or ·a' totally or partially blind or hearing impaired pedli~trian using a 
guide dog s.hall take all necessary precautions to avoid injury to such 
pedestrian. Any driver who fails to take s\tCh precaution shall be liable in 
damages fo.r any injury caused such pedestrian. It shall be unlawful for 
the operator of any·.vehicle to drive into or upon any crosswalk while there 
is on such crosswalk, such· pedestrian, crossing or attempting to cross the 
roadway, if such pedestrian indicates his intention to cross or of continuing 
on, with a timely warning by holding up or waving a white cane, or using a_ 
guide dog. The failure of any such pedestrian so to signal shall not .. 
deprive him of the right of way accorded him by other laws.' .. 
Amended by Laws 1980, ch. 109, § 4. 

• 
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70.93.060. Littering prohibited-Penalties 
No_ person shall throw, drop, depo_sit, discard, or otherwise dispose of 

litter upon any public property in the state or upon private property in this 
__ state not owned by .him or in the waters of this state whether from a 
- vehicle or otherwise including but not limited to any public highway, pu •_1Jic. 

park, beach, campground, forest land, recreational area, trailn park, high
way, road, street, or ·alley except: 

(1) When such property is designated by the state or by any of its 
agencies or political subdivisions for the disposal of garbage and refuse, 
and· such person is authorized to use such property for such purpose; 

(2) Into a litter receptacle in. such a manner that the litter will be 
prevented from being carried away-or deposited by the elements upon any 
part of said 'private or public property or waters. 

Any person violating the provisi6ns of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and the fine for such violation shall not be less than fifty 
dollars for eac)1 offense. In addition thereto, except where infirmity or age 
or other circumstance would create a hardship, such person shall be 
directed by ;."•w cou:-t in which conviction is obtained to pick up and·remove 
]i:ter from public property and/or private property, with prior permission 

-- --oflhe legal owner, for-;ot less than eight hou;~ nor n,ore thari sixteen 
hours for each separate offense.- The court shall schedule the time to be 
spent on such activities in such a manner that it does not interfere with the 
person's employment and does not interfere substantially with the person's 
family responsibilities. · 
Amended by Laws 1979, F;x.Sess., ch. 39, § 1; Laws 1983, ch. 277, § 1. 
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HEW, SECT~OH • ..:Sef • .,,~,•; .. ; rhez:e i~_added "-o c~apter ~6~6,l,RCW a new 

section to. read as Jollaws,: . 1 •. · . 
•• ', I • • • L ... ' #. _..... ~. :,. • ••• • • 

(1).-.,It. ,is ,attraf_f.~c:., inJ.i~.t~~n to incc;,rrec:t;y labe~ ;"the.· oa,-_iginal 

container .of· an a1c~9:l.i_c; b~y~rage and to then vi,pla~e ._R~ _46.61.519 • 

. · (2) · ,:-l·t,· is-,a·.tz-af,fic· c-i~frr.action · to place an· alcoJ:aol,ic :beverage in 

a container specificall~llabel-ecl,,by the manufac.turer of the .container 

as containi'ng,· .a'.~. nonalcohol-ic .. beverage and to 'then violate . RCW 
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